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Dif play'd in the Artifices and Impoitures of a 
|  Beawtiſul omar, who 75 rapanu d the moſt 
Ld Rogues, and made af} thoſe un- 

happy who chought her. handſome : 


Originally, 


A Spaniſh Relation; 


Yr os Enriched with three Pleaſanc 
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rations and Additions , 
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To the worthily Honoured , 


Sir JoHN BERKENHEAD 
Knrcnur, Maſter of the Facul- 


ties, and Maſter of the Requeſts to his 
Majelly, and oae of the Memoers oc 
the Honourable Hoaſe of 
Commo:35s. b 


x8 He world t is come to that improvement 
of EXPeriences as to account Dedi- 
catories, more certatn acknowledge- 
Wc 1071s of obl:g ation thai airy Nove- 
rint Wlvers; eſpecially when there 15 a great 


aiftance of Quality between thoſe by whom they 
are made, and thoſe to.wbom they are directed. 
That this ſhould ve thought-ſuch, I am rather 
 pleas'd, than troubled, ſince, my being oblig'd, 
argues my being known ,to you, and confoquently, 
that, from the one, 1 derive a {arisfaQtion from 
theather, an advantage. 
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The la# Tiece, which came abroad under m 
obſcure name, was The Travels of the Embaſly 
from the Duke of Holſtein, rt 
and*Perſia. The excellent Perſon who was the 
original Author of it , Olearius, oblig'd, with 
ws, mo#t of the Neighbouring Nations, who alſo 
rendred bis work to thetr ſeveral Languazes. 


I am told it was not unkindly recetV'd bere ,, onely 


the occaſion I have to ſpeak of tt now, ts, that the 
coming forth ' of the” Engliſh Tranſlation, with 
greater luſtre, than' haply it had done otherwiſe, 
1s, among thoſe of ſome others, due to your encou- 
e ragement, b T; P hs 


But I am ot to date your notice of me from 
. that 5 1 mu$t deſcend much lower, to'a Time 
wherein you'thought it dangerous to know, or be 
known to, many. Be: not ſtartled. when dangers 
are OUer, there rematr. F onely a plea {ing remem- 
brance of them. 1t was, long before the Com- 
mittee -at Derby-Houſe, was aduanc'd into a 
Councel of State, a 4ge ſive, conſidering the 
futſequent reign of Tyranny and Barbariſm, and 
the perpetual alarms and frights, whereto worry d 
Loyalty was every where expos'd. 'Theſe you have 
happily weather'd out,” and ſeen the contrivers 
thereof at last overtaken by the ſlow pace bf di- 
vine Vengeaiie, an advertifement to: All Chri- 
wx, ſtians 


ftians and Lay-Elders, who either gratulate or 
envy'yow the favenrs of a Prince, for whom you 


M» 


would bave run yet greater hazards. 


As to the Piece I now preſent you with, I have 
onely this to ſay. Tt is a Spaniſh Relation, writ- 
tenby D. Alonſo de Caſtillo Savorſano, # fa- 

| rhow Author of that Nation. One of the mot 
rein d Wits of France thought it worth his patps, 
ta, render it tnto the Language of bis Country, 
with all the graces and advantages it might derive 
fromeither. 1 bave done it out of the latter, mitb 
4 freedome. of alteration and addition, as my 
fancy led me, to make it the mot druertrue { 
told 1n ours, which 1 the onely recommendation 
of. all things of this nature. My Author pro- 
miſes bis Readers a continuation of the Story , if 
phat & already publiſh'd be kindly emtertattd : 
I do mine, the like, upon the ſame precaution; 
but with this particulay inducement, That it will 
give'me further *6ccaſion to aſſure the world how 

mach 1 am, - =. 


Str, 
Your moſt humble, and 
very much obliged Servant, 
7. DAVIES, 
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Books Printed for and Sold by Foba Starkey 
* at the Mitre berwixt the middle Temple-. 
Gate, and Templ:-Bar in Pleetſireet, 


. 


| Folio'ss © 

He Voyaves and Travels of the Duke of Ho/- 

ſtein's Arabaſladors into fnſcovy, T artary, 
and Perſie, begun in the year 16.3 3. and finiſhr in 
1.6.3 9., containing a Compleat Hiſtory of rhoſz 
Countries; whereto are added the Travels of 47 as- 
delſlo from Perfia into the EafF-Indies, begun in 
1638. and finiſhtin -1640. The whole, i[[uftrared 
with divers accurate Maps and Figures; written origi - 
nally by Adam Qlearixs, Secretary to the Embaſly, 
Engliſhed by F. Dawes of Kidwelly, 

The tarld Surveyed, or the famous Voyages and 
Travels of Vincext le Blanc of Marſeilles, into the 
Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, Perſia, Pegu, Fez, Morocco, 
Guinny, and through all Afriea, and the principal 
Provinces of Europe. | | 
A Practical and Polemical Commentary, or Ex- 
pefition, upon the third and fourch Chaprers of che. 
larcer Epiſtle of Saint Pas/ ro Timzthy, by Thomas 
Hall. B.D. | EY 

Brevia Fadicialia, or an Exat ColleQion'of ap- 
proved forms of all ſorts of Judicial Writs in the 
Common-Bench , rogerher with their recurns, by 
Rich. Brownlow. | 

T heſaurm Brevinm, ora ColfeQion of approved 
forms of Original. and Judicial Wrics in the King's 


+ 


Bench, with their ſpecial DireRions, by F., C. 
._ ARton upon the Caſe for Slander, or a Merhodical 
: Cols 


 Colle&ion of rkouſands of Caſes in the Law: =” 
whar words are Actionable, and what not, by #4- 
liam Shepherd, Efq;. 

Guaillim's Diſplay of Heraldry. 

Blandel's Treatiſe of the Sybels. 

A General ColleAion of Diſcourſes of the Yir- 
twoſs of France npon Queſtions of all ſorts of Phi- 
loſophy, and other Natural Knowledge, made in che 
aſecnbly of the Beaux E ſprits at Paris, by the moſt 
lindo perſons of that Nation, Engliſh'd dy G, 
Havers, 

\ _ The Common-wealth of - Oceana, by f. Har- 
rington, Eſq;. 
q Quarro's, 

A Colle&ion of Declarations, Meſſages, Speeches, 
Remonſtrances, 8c. which: paſſed berwixr King 
Charts the firſt, and the long Parliament, in the years 
164T, I642, 1643. 

- Richard Baxter's Treatiſe of Saving Faith. 

The HiRory of Gavel-kind with the Etymology 
thereof, containing a vindication of the Laws of Eng- 
land , together with a ſhotr Hiſtory of #/:1/:am the 
Conqueror, by Sylas T aylor. 

7 Ardronicua Commenius, a Tragedy, by John Wil- 
$032, 

| Heraclius Emperonr of the Eaſt, a Tragedy, by 
Lodowick Carlet, Eſq:. | 


ORtavo's. 


An Hiſtorical and Geographical deſcription of che 
great Country and River of the Amazornes in, Ame- 


rice; With an exaR Map thereof, Tranſlated our of 
French. 


The 


Mountapue, Eſq; 7, | 
Ty ET he Famou Italian Paſtoral, tranſlated 
1nto En li '. - : G ; 

ny, Queries ,. of 2 Hoot Book of choice 
Eaſes.in the Common-Law,Engliſhed, Merhodized, 
and Enlarged by H. B. ; | 
, An Exa& Abridgement of all che Statutes in force 
and uſe, made in the 16", 17", and 18, of King 
Charlsthefirſt, andinthe 12", 13,14", 15 b and 
"16". of King Charls the ſecond, viz. from the 
4: of Fan. 1643. tothe 24", of Novemb, 1664. 
by Willam Hughs, Eſq. 0 : 
Finch's Diſcourſe 'of the Law in four Books. 
1 ho, Gordwiz. Opuſcula Theolog, Lat. 


The Shepherd's Paradi ſe, a Paſtoral \ by Waltty 


, The. Hall Apdolosia pro Miniſterio Evangelico. 
Lat. = bk 50 
; ====o>=== Tranſlation of the ſecond Book of Ovid's 


Mertamorph. - LETS 
=-*----— Treatiſe-againſt the Millenaries. . 
The works of the famous Mr. Frances Rabelart, 

treating of the Lives of Gargantue, and his Son Pay- 

tagruel, to which is newly added the Life of che 

Author, tranſlated out of French into E agliſh by Sic 

Thomas {rchard, Kt, By OOGNS 

_ Rome exaQtly deſcrib'd, as to the preſenc tate of 

ic under Pope Alexander the ſeventh, 'in two curi- 

ous Diſcourſes written in ' taliar, and Engliſh'd 

, . Twelves , - 


The.. Hoker's Miſlellaniesin Divinity, 


Rich, Baxter's Call ro the Unconverted; .: 
| LA 


LA PICARA- 


OR 
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The Eirſ Book.” 


0 . . 
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HERE isa Treatiſe in the Spaniſh 
© Tongue, enticuled IL PICARO, 
' which being rendred into Engliſh, 
under: the Tirle of THE ROGUE, 
! of, The Life of Guz,mande Alfarache, 
ife Humour rook ſo well in this Nation', chat He and 
his Rogneries wete -ſeveral cimes commirred ro; the--- 
Preſs. The Defien of that Work was to repreſenr a a 
Perſon, on whom Either Nature, or aſtrange aſcen 
deficy of Mercury bad beſtowed, ſo liberal a Tale 
of cheating, thievine * and circumvenrion, that he not 
enely trapan'd all he dealc with, bur alſo became a 
Precedent and Pattern to all thoſe, who, our of ne-: 


"If. - lnclinarion, have been forc'd to live” by 
CB.37. there” 
1} py | 


/ before meu & : WG; 
brings1na Woman, etgag'd 1» a5” : 
rhoſs of her Predegefior Gnemmmens Out Watt ons: dll Bp 
advantave, thir the weakneſs of her” Sexoblipes he: 
to make uſe of the aſſiſtances of Men for the better 
roſecution thereof. Both Treatiſes were originally 
wtkeen it\ the Spaniſh, a Language we are oblig'd to 
for moſt pieces of this nature : and as, in the former, 
the Relation is pleaſantly interrupred by certain 
merry tales and Rories ; fo in_ ours, there 15: an 1n- 
cermixture of Novels; to heichrem the Reader's ſz Þþ 
tisfaction and divertiſement. 
The draught I amto pive, of this Miracle of Fe- | 
male ſubtilty may be of very great advantage to 
three ſorts of perſons. Thoſe who. feel in. themſelves 
a certain diſpoſition to be wicked, may be admo- 
niſh'd, and reform, before they have 'occafiow/te.re- 
penr.; they, who, defying all advertiſement, pre 
ſolv'd to be miſchievous, may, out of an apprebes 
of the enſuing puniſhment , be deterr's ita ca 
tion ; and the innocent and vertuous may. Jearn 1 
| Teflon of prudence and circumſpeRion , to avoid 
thoſe ſnares thar are laid for them. Thechings I write 
« C not ſuppokrcirious, osf ram'd 1n my .own imagina- 
L100, bur ſuch as really happened in-ane-of the moſt 
eminent Ciics of Spairr 3 which yer if any man have 
nor-fath. enough ro; believe, I bave.no other. advice 
to give him, bucthar he would travel ro theſe places, 
where our Scene lies, to diſprove me, 
Eo i vet Aerna $ She was 9s ſprighely, and 
very. .veautitul ; three. dangerous advantages , when 
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they are acrended by thoſe endowments for which 
roar _ famous, ek Crafr, Impudence, 

crifie , and an inſatiable longing for the goods 
of other people; and all rheſe frengchoed by a benc 


iſ. |} of narure, as being che ifſue of Parencs, who, inſtead 
| of givinga timely check ro theſe vicious inclinations, 


rather-incourag*d her in them by their example, as 


| being addited ro the ſame themſelves. 


1enor Trapaſſa, Father ro this excellent perſon 


whoſe  atchievments we intend . co deſcribe, had 


been condemn'd ro the Galleys, for having afſum'd 


. | to himſelf che Order of the Knighthood of C hriſt, be- 
. | fore he had made the neceflary crials, upon which his 

| MajeftybeſRows char honour, by che judgment of tis 
- | Soveraign Council of Porengal. His deſign in doing 
Ic, was that be might more conveniently follow his 


profeſſion of ſtealing about the Court, where he was 
reſpected as a Knight, and the better , under char 


cloak, ro play choſe pranks of villany, wherein he was 


Profeſſor ; that the moſt expert might have 


ſuch a 


lizard his LeAures. A certain Woman, whom he 


us'drotrade withall , incens'd againſt him npon the 
account of ſome jealouſie, thar he reſery'd not all 


his tindneſs for her,. putin a charge pint him, the 


iſſue whereof was,. Thar he goc che ſaid preferment in 
the Galleys ; where he paſs'd over the term of his 
condemnation, and ſomewhat more. He was diſpos'd 
inco that Squadron, which is called the Squadron of 
Spais.; and tranſlated from Toledo to S., Mary's 
Pofr,. with the ceſt who were inthe ſame Predica- 


"ment of Slavery, He ha made an atrempr to recover 


his liberty, bur che plot being diſcover'd, be was puc 
£6 grexcer liardſhip chan he had ocherwiſe been, 


Ap 
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As ſ60n as the Lady Eftephians (ſo was called che 


jealous Woman, -who-had ſhevn him/.chat* trick ) 
underſtood that he wis gone. to exerciſe that. painful 


_ employtnenr; chough ſhe wete for. of an-oyer-com- 


paſſionare nacure, very ſeriouſly repented hers: that 
the hid been the cauſe of his miſery j and confider'd 
that (he could: nor make a berter ſarisfaKion-for - char 


- ©» 


injury, than by proffering her ſelf ro him in marriage 
as ſoon as the time of his penatice-were expir'd. What 
indin'd her the'more to this kind of reparation, Was, 
that the' had already had a Daughter by -himg which 
Davohrer 'is/ the ſubje& of. the: preſent Treatiſe, 
With this reſolution, ſhe lefrthe Court, ahd went to 
Sevil,' hoping;/ in that great and famous City, (he 
'mtoht the ſooner hear ſome news of him, whom ſhe 
had redue'dtoffo great miſeryy, and whomThe would 
oladly oncemoreſee atliberty. © 
 Eftephani@ had 2 houſe: very, well furniſh'd, being 
4 Generſe's: Widow who:had lefr her very-well co 
| pa. _ Thar, andthe .care ſhe; rook to go ſomewhat 
tigh in cloaths;-gain'd her-ſiich a repure lar. 3ſ4drid, 
har ſhe was lobk'd on as a perſon of ſome qualicy : 
'bur ſhe foon loſt that, when the hiſtory of her-life 
*Eame to be: known, eſpecially, this particular of ic, 
| far; our of an excels of jealouſie , ſhe had preferr'd 
tothe Galleys a young Gallant, : whom ſhe had ofcen 
entertain'd'i} a feather.bed,- Thac imprudensCally 
made her abhominable: in che! ght of ber-moſt inci- 
- mare acquaintances of her; own ſex ;+ whoſe indio- 
harion' ſhe altowd cobe-thEmore juBi againſt her , 
when ſhe conſider'd, thar: the had caſt away her ſelf 
on an impoſtor-and'a raſcal:fir-onely for the Galleys. 
Theſe reaſons! and reproaches oblie'd her eee 
—_ Move 


moyefromMadrid ro Seen! , taking all: the could 
conyeniencly .carry-alozg wirh her, and ſelling the 
&*8, x<broughr/ ber 1n a conſiderable ſumme of 
| ving thus-order'd her affairs,: ſhe went co- 


the wife of a Galley-ſlave , and withal one ſhe had 
courted out of his chains into her embraces. 
-- She immediately underſtood rhar her.Gr 
m. the Caprain's own Galley , very jocuſ 


- 


- and ad- 


vanced':to the office of a: Fore-man, a Hreeminence 


among the Slaves which exemprs them from rowing, 


and he: had acquir'd it. of che General by the plea- 


fancneſs" of his converſation; nay, had he nor had 
chat charge, he was by this time grown ſo well ac- 


quainred Wich che Galleys, that he minded not much - - 


whetherever he gor our of chem. Bur the arrival of 
Effephama temedid all. Her firſt buſineſs was co 
reac abour: his liberty,ſpeaking to thoſe perſons on 
whom the buſineſs depended, and preſenting them 
with certain ſumms of. mony » before Trapaſſa had 
any knowledge of herdefien , whom he could noc 
have ſeen, as having not yer ſtirr'd out of the. Galley, 
Sothat he. was extremely aſtoniſh'd , when he came 
ro underftind, rhat ſome perſons did not onely uſe 


bareſolicitations in order to his liberty, bur were 


nt was. 
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xoiberal of their mony to procute ir, yet could ir 
never come inro his rhoughts, that his old Loye Efte- 
phania (hould have chang'd rhe cruel humour , he had 


jefe her in, into one ſo mild and obliging.. .. 


_- Althings being concluded and agreed upon for 
Trapaſſas hberty, his chains! were knock'doff, and 


he wastold, tharhe might go wherher he would. In 
the mean time he could not imagine who had pro- 
cur'd him har happineſs, which was no (mall one, 
inaſmuch as though the podr Slaves have ſerv'd our 


the time of-rheir condemnation, yer are there ſome | 


cauſes found that hinder their being ſet at liberty, nay 


ſome are ſounhappy, that having been condemn'd Þ 
for four years, are forc'd ro ſlay there five, or ſix. 
 Seignor Trapaſſa was extremely afioniſh'd, when | 
he found+himſelf in th preſence of his Efephanrs, | 


and underfigod, that ic was onely by her means he 


had recover'd his liberry ; ſhe receiy'd him into her } 


arms, andhe, to expreſs his graricude, return\d ſo 
obliginga reception wich the like careſſes ; ſo thar the 
kindneſs he rhen receiv'd of her, made him forger the 
reſenttnent ' he might have of the miſeries ſhe had 
occaſion*d him, - He was troubled to find her iv a 
much differetic” habir from.rhar he had lefr-ber in ar 
Madrid, for he knew not that it was out. of defion 
ſhe had ſodiſeuis'd her ſelf, nor conld ſhe ar char time 
give him ah account of it , byreaſon of the Caprain 
and others being preſent , who bad conducted him, 
and whom ſhe was oblig'd co entertain; ar dinner. 
Having treated them as well 2s ſhe could, all with- 
Urew, ſaye onely Trapafſu, who conrinutg' Rill in 
the Inne with his Miſtreſs; Finding thenifelves alone, 
they teitetared their carefſes, and outvy'd bne the 
other 
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; 1g 
| propoſal, ſince the already had a daughter by him, 


at that. interview. Trapaſſa render'd her his chanks 


' wich LG graceful acknowledements imaginable, 
Y for che pains ſhe ba 


uns ſhe;had taken, and the goodneſs ſhe had 
had ro deliver. him out of the cruel rorments he en- 


| dured, Onthe ocher fide, Eftephania begg'd his par- 


don forthe miſchief ſhe had done him , and all the 


| 'miſeries her malice had caus'd him, telling him 
| withall , char ſhe could nor imagine any other way 


corepair the injury ſhe had done him, than by joyh- 
ds with him in matrimony , if he lik'd the 


| andwealth enough for both of them ro live ar their 


| caſe. 
{ .. Ileave you to judge whether this morion were not 
pleafing ro Trapaſſa, one that would have ſnapp'd at 


| hel 


proffer of good fortune, upen-his coming 


| ourof ſo. ſevere a School of penance. 'Asif he ha 
> © forgotthe former , his Anſwer was in renew'd em- 
© braces, thereby ſarisfying her with what joy he ac- 
\ | ceptedofche advantageous offer ſhe made him, en- 


rreating her co give him an accounc of his Dauehrer, 
whom he was paſſionately defirous co ſee. 


. 'Eftepharia over-joy'd to find his ſentiments ſo 


conſonant to her expeRation , preſented him with a 
noble riding-ſuic , which ſhe had purpoſely caus'd to 
be made for him, and the nexr morning berimes rhey 
rook their journey towards Sevil , where Trapaſſa 
finding his Daughter ( who might chen be abonr eight 


{ years of age) be acted a part he never had done 


fore, that is, was ſolemnly married ro the Lady 
Eftephania , is facie Eccleſie, They chang'd their 


lodgings , and indeed the quarter of the City whe:< 
B 4 | 'rhey 
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8 other in aflurances of .che ſatisfaRion they conceiv*d 
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whey ha Þv'dhalng relolya to Jext another kind of 
Vie than they had Jone before,” For” Effephama imy; 
Sinihs ,. chat the batd(hip which het dear Love had 
<ndard in the 'Galleys ; bad abated*ſomewhar ofhis 
farmer extravagancies, and that che'grey hairs he hid 
brought thence Wolild reclaim him ffpm his debauches, 
endeavour'd to ger him ſome'credirable employment 
in, Sev, as well ro keep him our of 'idfenets, as on 
of a. conſideration thic be ſhouldbring' in'ſomethiry 
towards the houſe. Bur. an untaward diſpolition, ſuch 
as was that of Trapaſſa , is not. fo eafily broughe into 


_ 2 I... 
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diſcipline ; 2nd ifhe had as yer behav'd himfelf with 
1 Stan fan: @? 1 Ls 
ſom? reſerv*dneſs, it proceeded from the influence, 


'Hhich the perperual admonitions and rebukes of his 
wife had over him and not out of any bent to vercue 
In-his nature; Co thaty through his own neglect; he 
could find himſelf no other employment, than rhat of 
Fequenting . Gaming-houſes, and Plays; and thoſe 
other placet, where choſe, who are. naturally inclin'd 
fo flogh,.rhiyk He to ſpend the greateſt part. of "their 
' Liſe. This.carriage of his extremely 'eroubled his 
wife; who yer willing co avoid all matrimonial diſ- 
Je Hr winkd at tisdiſorders and e&ndezyour'd | : 
ro: find ſome comfort" in. the' converſation” 6f- her ||| | 
Davghcer,,. hole beauty was alfeady* become che Þf * 
common diſcourſe of the Ciry, 7 +7! it 2. | 
"1 Jaleneſs, the ſeminary of all forrs of vices, by 
degrees Feongls Trapeſſa into his former 'cuſtom of 
Gaming (cif, Sea whereiy' fo 'ttiany' Eftates are 
< wraek d) ſo that beginning ar firſt roplayfor litcle (as 
.3f 1c, had been father for Recreation than drherwiſe) 
ur afterwards venturing more" and more, he in a 
ſhort time inide a ſhifr co 1avander whatever. he 
| Sn -- could 


The Tyiamp! 
\Mcoad:liy hands; on'of his wife's. - She 'was ſenſibl 
enough; ' char*many of her chings were wanting, and 
doubred' for bur: her Husband 'was the conveyer ' of 
diem;' bucalſhe' could do was to weep,and bemoan 
herſelf; chargingnone wich her misfortune, but ber 
ſelf.” Trapaſſaperceiving her ſo much troubled pro-. 
miſed reformatiory;/ bur the damn'd lechery of Gam- 
ns prevailing more'and more/upon bimy bis luck was 
bb; rhac in four-:years he erther ſold or pawn'd 
whatever was worth. ic in his houſe. . Finding .himſclf 
alaft reduc'd ro very.great- neceffities,' 'he:began to 
eafrabour how he mighc recover. himſelf alircle *>he 
would have been contenr. his wife ( who was as yet. 
handſome enongh-) : ſhould //have. condeſcended- to 
lewdnefles unworthy her recover'd reputation, but he 
petceiv*d ſhe was grown ſo honeſt, and ſo alter'd 
from what ſhe had been before, thar he had not the 
confidence toſpeak to her of any ſuch thing. For ſhe 
was ſo extremely troubled ar che diſorder'd demea- 
hour of her husband, that ſhe grew in a manner eare- 
leſs of all chings; nay ſhe lictle minded rhe education 
of her daughrer, who was by this time come incothe 
--==ofeens, and, by. reaſon of theſe diſtraQtions 1n 
the family, liv'd as ſhe pleas'd her ſelf, appearing 
every day at her windaew, and that nor with Little af- 
fetation, nies En Su 
| The orief-and regrets which poor E Fephama 
conceiv'd at her being reduc'd to neceſſity, heightned 
dy the diſcontenc caus'd her by her husbaffd, brought 
ber into a ſickneſs, whereof ſhe 'died abour, ai year 
afrer , witha 'perfe& repentance for her paſt miſ- 
carriages, reinforcing at that extremity all her ſpirits, 
thar ſhe might die as happy a death, as her my 
F581 4 
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bad occafion'd her living an unhappy like, She my 
ly buried, Trapaſa having not the means to 
_— OY Nee 6s did. He was in 
his-rurn troubled, ar her death, and acknowledg', 


beſtow any more coſt upon 


bur too lare, his erear overſight in that he had ſo lo 
continu'd #624" one _ thar if he had follow! 


| andalithe hope on which he grounded his happineſs, 
Was = tag} his Daughter, which he choughc 
ſuch, xx would-bring him a Son-in-law, that might te- 
liere his neceffiries 5 never conſidering that the ver- 
tue of the Age conſiſts in wealthy and rhat all perfe- 
itoas and graces: haveino charm in them, if depriv'd 
of che'actraRiions of tiches, it 
+ The unforcunare | 7rpaſſay as crulh'd as he was 


che Gaining-houſes, not indeed to play himſelf, for he 
—  bacieer wheremirh, bur toreceive what he had ſome- 
rimes given, towitz the Barats, a little preſenc rhe 


Sponiards are wont to beflow on thoſe, who look on iþ 
chem whiſe rhey are playing, when they have had a |þ 


good and, and this is commonly rhe: ſureſt revenue 
of rhiofe who have ruin'd chemſelvesby Gaming. 

- The lirtle aboad which Trapaſſs made at his own 
uſe gave his daughter the greater freedom to follow 
her own mclinacions. She would be perpecually ac 
thewindow, which induc'd abundance of yo ung Gal- 


latitiflos ro make heir. appeatances in the ireer ſhe || 
livd in, The Father, Who was not ignorant of what |þ 
4h; though he mighr have prevenced, yer wink'd | 
at, ourotthe defirehe had to ſee his daughter ad- 


wnantageouſly match't, rhar ſhe mighe afterwards help 


her good advice, - he might have liv'd handſomely all 
the reſt bf his days. All the comfort he had now lefr, 
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with'miſeries, conrinu'd ftill a confane frequenter of |þ 


him | 
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vim our of his neceſſities» This indeed was the moſt 
ro Mikely. means he had to recover himſelf. He there- 
in {upon -lefr the lictle Rxfina (ſo was: his daughter 
led) ro ber own liberty, hoping, that, by her 1nſi- 
arions, ſhe would in cime have che diſpoſal of their 
zearts and purſes who courted her. Hisdeſign prov'd 
more ſro arg ral B _ as 
among che many, who lar or her, there ha 
ned to be one very nch, who was over head and 5M, 
in lore with Rafize, Sheaflumed the ticle of Doxna, 
aticle belongs onely rowomen of noble extration, 
becauſe her Mother had caken ic before her, which if 
the had nor, her Daughter would not have balk'd it, as 
 beingan honour which coſts little or nothine. 
perſon who was ſo remarkably 1, "8 had 
the Agency of ſome affairs of Pers, one whoſe credit 
much exceeded his eftare, was accounted very rich in 
: | cheenſuring Office belonging to the [xdies, and about 
- | fifcy years of age. Though he knew well enough thac 


: © his Miſtreſs had ,no fortune, and chat he muſt withall 
 Þ becharg*d wich che ruin'd perſon h-r Father, yer was 
ie reſoly'd co rake her, for better, for worſe, whence 
may be deduc'd this obſervation , That when Love 
omes Maſter of an aged perſon, it is a very hard 
matter to diſpoſleſs him. Lavrentio de Saravia ( lo 
Was this amorous Elder called) was ſo beſorted with 
the beauties of Rufine, that the Treaty of ornags 
| WaSconcluded in leſs than eight daiesy and he had the 
| earneſt of a happineſs, which he chought would have 

laſted as long as he lived. He took his Father-in-law 
| Into his bonſe, though he knew him to be a great 

Gameſfter. The firſt days of the Nuprials were ſpenc 


as they are wont to be in ſuch Solemniries 3 he oe 
= is 
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Vis wife new'cloarhs, "trips, and jewels , yet ſuirably eo 
4 a perſon pretty well ze 
loyer of exceſs, an hu- 


as 
T8: 


husband who was of "aft /nd/ar diſpoſition, co- 
yetous, and careful to preſerve his eſtate. Knowing, 
&. as 10d you, rhat. his Father was a great Gamefter, 
I andaperſonrun our of alt hehad , he trifted nor his 
DÞ wife with rhe keeping of his Caſh , no not wich che 
: management 6f what was ſpent in the houſe ; which 
ire defeated the bopes of Trapeſſa, who imagin'd, 

'N that, tpon the matriage ' of .his daughter, he ſhould 
| command whar wete in her power 3 ſo ſtrangely wa 
; he poſleft wich the refiteſ$ſpirit of gaming; * h 
_  Rofina, perceiving her husband was raken up with I ( 
zatffaucs, rook occaſion to g0*abroad every morning, || t 
upon” eterice of 2 Erin deyotion (he had under- Þ f 
, Taken, thaticmight oy God'to mak& her a Mo- || a 
; ther, 'Wirhthisexciſcſhe blinded herhusband, but | 3 
3 rhe rrue moriye. of her faſſies, 'nas'to ſhew herſelf in || 1 
| 

| 

| 


the Streets and ar Chu Q. "The firſt of thoſe who up- 
on fight of her, fellinlove with her, was a Citizen's 
ſon of Seyrl, one of the ttioft debauch'd 'young men 
E: of tus time, one, to ſay all'of him in a word, who had 
E brovohe himſelf almoſt ro the ſame Condition as 7 r4- 
paſſa : be'was deſcerided of vertuous Parents, bur his 
arforders had drown'd their-good reputation, His 
name was Ruperio, a Spark of a goodly preſerice, and 
one who prov'd ſo fortyriate in the Courting of R«- 
fina, thatſhe was wholly-at his devotion”, hoping to 
receive 
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ly hective fuck |grearprefencs: frem.kim; as might puc 
ll Wer inco: cloaths; ſarable-to ber > beaury ; -which! was 


n6re chan the: could hayecexpeſted 'from'che Miſec 


*Fy 
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deſt, confidering it:came from a:Metchant's wifes co 
wit,.chit he wonld beſtow or her'a Gown of: the ſame 
Suff and Fiſbion as a Netghbourof hers had, -whotn 
ſhe nanied,1and wickall 3 gold-warch co hang: by ber 
6de&promifing himin r&6quital of char favour char ſhe 
yobld not deny him.any . that lay in her power, - R#- 
vero eo by his inſ6lenc boaftings had raiſed her in- 
perſuaſion of his being a perſon char had; chow 
afds art his command, promis'd' to :do what. ſhe de- 
fir'd 3 bur being not able to perform, he ſer his wics 
co ſhew that trick,” which his purſe could noc.. © He 
happened ro be well acquainted with' her-whoſe 
| | Gown was tobe his pattern, he went co her, and in- 
treated her to lend it bim , - pretending it was onely 
for the repreſentation of a Comedy, which was to be 
4Redin a Nunnery. Ir could novbe dent'd on: ſuck 
anaccounrz fſorhar at the end of three days, which 
tm2he rold Rufira that it would:be:making; he ſenc 
It to her houſe, while her bushand was abroadin-che 
City' abour his buſineſs. The Watch he rold her was 
nor yer finiſh'd, bur that as ſoon as ic were, it ſhould 
be brovghr her ,, increating her in the mein time co 
Accepr: of another of lefſer value, as a hoſtage for the 


appearance of the.orher. She return'd him her hearry 
thanks , -was' extremely, pleasd-ro ſee rhar he hid 
| been ſo -punRual; and to ſhewe her ſelf graceful, (he 

dave him all the ſatisfaRzonthe could expeRt from ber. 
-: He took: leaye of Kufina, who reſolv'd to per- 


ſuade 


-\LA-PICARA, of 
fuade her husband, chat a certain Kinſman of hen 


might not be jealous of her, On the orher fide, Ru. 
perzo Was conttiving how to ger it return'd ro her, 
whom it had been borrowed... Sarevis not knowine 
him, he effeQed his bufineſs by this chear, Abou 
three or four days after the delivery of the Gown to 
Rufina, he purs himfelf inco the habit of a Serving. 
man, and juſt at dinner time comes to Sara's 
houſe, ſaying chat he was Servanc to the Lady to 
whom char Gown belonged, Saravia order'd him 
ro be brought in » which being done he cold him that 
he was ſent by his Miſtreſs for the Gown ſhe had lent 
Madam Rsfina, onely to ſee the faſhion of ir, 5S4- 
ravia Turning towards his wife , ask'd her what 
Gomn the fellow would have ? She preſently know- 
ing her Gallanc , © Friend, ſa:d ſhe ro bhims, come hi- 
&« ther to morrow morning , and you ſhall have ir. 
<« Bur my Miſtreſs, rep/res Ruperio, hath commanded 
©© me not to come back without ir ; for this afrernoo! 
* ſhe is rogo a- Chriſtning, ar which ſhe is God- 
* mother, and ſhemuſt needs have ic, How ſhall 
** know, replies Rufina, that you have any relation 
*rorhat Lady, and that you now come from her? 
The crafty Companion perceiving what ſhe would 
be ar, andthar ſhe had no mind rorerurn ic , <* The 
** Gown, ſ«:d he, is of ſucha colour, the Trimmins 
* ſuch and ſuch, andir was ſent you in a green cloth, 
* done about with a ſilk fringe. Saravi bearing him 
giveſuch Particular marks, *Sweer. hearr F ſaid ht 


cc tons wife you have nothin We | 
« demandsic wichſo m go reply, for fince hc 


had ſent her that Gown from Aſadr:d , rhar ſo tefff 


; uch earneſtneſs, it muſt need: ||- 
© be his Miſtreſs lands in need of jr o og - 
| © unwilling 


unwilling to riſe our of your place, give me the 
K woge __ "Trunk where it is, and 1will go and 
«aferchir, . Kufiva upon this had not a word ta ſay , 
19d ac laſt ready ro burſt with indignation, ſhe roſe 
fromthe Table, took the Gown out of the Trunk, 
and delivering it to Ruperio , © Preſent my humble 
« ſeryice, ſaid ſhe, to Madam Leonora, and tell her, 
« ] beg her pardon, that 1 ſenc it nor home ſooner, 
« which I could nor, in regard ſhe hath nor been here 
of & ru who borrow'd it for me to have another made 
8 «hy ir, 
| -The diſeuis'd Gallant receiv'd the Gown, and 
left Rufina, her eyes all on fire, and vext to the ſoul, 
to find her ſelf ſo impudently affronted. Sarevie 
ad her upon whar account ſhe had borrow'd thar 
Gowngz ſhe made anſwer, That ſhe had done ir ar the 
increaty of an acquainrance of hers, who was deſirous 
- | co have ſuch another, as being extremely raken with 
| the faſhion of ir. She perſuaded her busband to any 
| | thing, who, poor man, underſtood little of the world 
| befides his crading, In the mean cime, ſhe was ex- 
tremely incens'd againſt Rxperio for the ſlavenly 
| rick he had pur upon her, in depriving her of a gar- 
ment ſhe was much taken with , and whereof ſhe 
thoughe her ſelf indiſpurably poſleſs'd. She there- 
upon reſolv*d to be ae him, what ever it 
caſt her ;, bur thinking co communicate her defign to 
ber Maid, who was privy to all her ſecrec deſigns, 
Trapaſſa, who over-heard them, came ro know the 
whole tory; and being acquainred wich the Gallant, 
28 being one who hanted the Gaming-houſes and 
' conceiving /hitnſelf oblig'd to revenge che affront 
done his daughter, he meets him in the freer _ 
2), 
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day, and tells lum, he defir'd ro meaſure the lengh 
of his Sword; upon what account be ſhould kno, 
when they were come to the place. Rnperzo fol. 
low'd him our of the Cicy, and being out of Peoples 
fight,, Trapaſa told him what had occafion'd his 
biving, him that challenge. _ They preſently dre, 
and made ſeveral piſſes; bur at laſt Trapaſſa prov'd 
the more unfortunate, for he was run through the 
hearc, ſo char he died immediarelys . having not the 
time to make the leaſt a& of contrition ; a judee- 
menc commonly happens to thoſe who lead ſuch 
Lives as he gg gone. Raperio took SanRuaty, and 
Trapaſſa's Body was brought to his Son-in-law's, 
where ir was receiy'd, wich a mixture of joy and 
erief 3- joy, that the Houſe was disburthen'd of one 
of the moſt humourſome and inſupporrable perſons 
inthe world; and grief for'the furute charges of tis 
ze TM NE 

© In the mean time, Ryfina mideiic appear by her 
lamenrations and rears, that his deach caus'd her at 
much afflition as ir brought her husband joy. She 
would nor hear of any conſolation, prerending ſhe 
had loſt all her ſupport in this world, for all ch: 
kinred and friends ſhe had were now exchare'd for 
a husband, whom ſhe could not affe&, On the 
other fide Saravia thought himſelf che happieſt min 
in the world, co have a wife hindſome and young 
as his was. Bur ſhe was indeed a little coo handſome | - 
and _ roo young for him ; thar proportion of Age, | 
which Parenrs oughr chiefly ro mind in the diſpoſal 
of their Children , was nor obſerv'd in' this, *Tis 
notr0,he expefted an old Man can pleaſe a young 
Gul... When a woman comes onceto flighr her huſ- 

: band, 
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band, ſhe is in the way co fancy any body. But for 
R#fina,. the paſſion ſhe had withall of going highly 


in cloaths, and to be reveng'd of Raperio, made her 


break forth into. all rhe exceſles, that exaſperated 
Woman-kind can fall into, defile che Marriage-bed, 
and implicitely give her ſelf over to all choſe things, 
whence ſhe might derive either ſatisfaction or advan- 
tage, Nothing ran ſo much in her head as the injury 
ſhe had receiv'd from Rwuperio, which ſhe thoughc 
ſach, that ſhe would nor have Liv'd, bur our of a 
hope to be reveng'd of him. But in regard the mutt 
have other hands than her own ro do char, ſhe ſought 
out all opportunicies imaginable co aſlure her ſelf of 
a Gallant, who would vigorouſly execute her com- 


mands. 
. Oneof thoſe Fridays, which are ſolemnized with _ 


a oreat concourſe of people from Eaſter co Whir- 
ſuntide, in 77:4ra part of the Suburbs of Ser, 
through Which. paſſes the Q#adalquivir, the famous 
River of Azdalu/ia, and the Looking-glaſs of thir 
wealthy City; Rufina went into a Boar cover?d with 
branches, to go and ſee thar Feſtival, to which {he 
Was carried, by the expreſs order of her husband, 
by a Neighbour of his, whom he thoughe one of the 
moſt diſcreet and virtuous Women in the world. 


But he was not the firit Man that was deceiv'd in a 


Woman ; fort, on the contrary, ſhe was one of the 
wanconeſt and withall the ſimpleſt of the whole 
YXX, She therefore rook up a Boat for her ſelf, 
Kufiza, and two other Women of their acquaint- 
ance ; bur though ſhe had given the Water-:man [1s 
full fare; yer was ſhe eaſily perſwaded by him. co rake 
ta Other perſons inco the Boat, and among thoſe, 2 
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young Man, who had his Sentinels ar the Water-ſide B 
co give him notice of ſuch an opportunity. As ſoon Þ 
25 they were got into the Boat, K#fina unveil'd, and Þ 
the Gallant ( whom we will call Felrc:an) had no Þ 
ſooner ſeen, bur he- was ſurpriz'd with her Beauty, Þ 
He thouvhr her ſo handſome, that he perſuaded ſome þþ 
of his friends, who ſtood on the River-fide, to come Þ 
into the Boat , andrto effe& rhar, greas'd the filt of 


the Water-man. Being all got in, Fel:cran rook his 
place next to R#fiza, into whoſe favour it was his 
deſign to inſinuate himſelf, He was Son to a perſon 
of Quality, who had rais*'d tumſelf toa vaſt fortune 


in the /:d:es, and had no Children but only this, who Þ 
diſpoſing of his wealth, as he pleas'd, it was conceivd þ 
ir would nor be long ere he ſcatter'd abroad whar his Þ 
Father had not in ſo ſhort a time raked rogether, | 


For he was a conſtant Gameſter, a perperual Courter 
of Ladies, and he maintain'd a confiderable crew of 
Hangers-on, who did bim no other ſervice than ac- 
company, and encoutage him in his debauches. Be- 
fides theſe noble qualities, he was excreamly extra- 
Yagant 1n point of cloarhs, a vice not extraordinary 
n thoſe young men of Sevi/, who have all things ar 
their own diſpoſal, as he we ſpeak of had. 

Having, as was (aid, ſeated himſelf next to Rufina, 
and his Camerades next to her friends, the Boat pur 


off, and went very leiſurely down the River, for 


which the Warer-man was ſo much the better paid. 
Felician choughr chis time fo precious thar he loft 
very little of it 3 he diſcover'd his Love ro Rnfi1:4 
in ſuch obliging expreſſions, thar ſhe gave abſolute 
. credit to his words, and, by her attention, ſarisfy*d 


Dim, that ſhe was nor diſpleag'd with his company. 


Felician 


— 
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E Felician Was 2 very ingenious perſon, and of an ex- 
| cellent good humour, upon ſuch occaſions as thoſe z 
{ be deliver'd himſelf with ſuch a ſmartne(ſs and grace, 
{ that che Ladies were extreamly well ſatisfy'd, eſpe- 
| cially Refiza, who thought nothing comparable to his 
| converſation. She gave him her name, told him 
| where ſhe livd, and what profeſſion her husband 
| Was of, and ina word made him a kind of Con- 
| feſſfion of her more ſecret affairs, Feltcian was as 
| opento her, concluding his diſcourſe with a thouſand 
| proteſtarions of ſervice and obedience, The after- 
{ noon was ſpent in complements and courtſhip, and 
| tothe great ſatisfaction of Rafina, who bad two de- 
| fignsto carry onar the ſame time ; one, to be re- 
| veng'd of Ruperro, by the aſſiſtance of Felician > 
| the other, to cajol the latter our of ſomewhat co- 
{ wards cloaths and her extravagant expences. Nor 
| did the buſineſs happen otherwiſe chan ſhe had de- 
| fgn'dit. 


a 


- From that day Felician began to frequent the 


| ireer where R«fiza liv'd, eſpecially when he had 
| intelligence chat her husbind was abro2d abour his 
| affairs, R#ufira, on the other fide, refbly*d nor ro be 
| over=eafily conquer'd ; for when ſhe remembred 


how ſhe had been ſerv'd by Raperio, ic rais'd in her 
a Certain fear of receiving the like affront from ano- 


' ther, Before ſhe admitted his entrance into the 


Houſe, ſhe thought fic ro make trial of his liberality, 
Of rhis ſhe was in a ſhort time pretty well ſacisfy'd, 
for Fel:cian had been a prodigal all his Life, but upon 
this occaſion exceeded all he had .done before, ſend- 
ng her preſents. of cloaths, jewels, and cher things, 
belides the expences be was ar in treatments and 
"> -collx10ns : 
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collactions : So'that Rufina was the moſt ſatisfy'd 
Woman in the world. *Tis commonly ſaid, that rhe 
higher a Man's enjoyments are, che ſooner he 1s 
cloy'd, but ic happen'd otherwiſe with Felician, for 
his affe&ion to Kufina encreas'd daily, and came up 
ro that heighr it could nor well be greater. _ 

It happen'd about this time, that A#per:o got at 
one time above fix hundred Crowns ar play. He 
went always very high in cloaths ; bur this unex- 
peaed good fortune made him ſomewhat exceed his 
former gawdineſs. But with that good, he had this 
ill forrune, to find our, that Felician was ſeen very 
often in the ſtreet where Rafina liv'd, and to infer 
thence, that he made ſome addrefles to her. This 
jealouſfie awoke the love he had ſometimes had for 
her ; it troubled him char he ſhould have any Rival, 
and thereupon he reſoly'd to retrive himſelf into her 
favour, and repair the injury, he was now ſenſible, 
that -he had done her. Upon this account, he paſs'd 
ſeyeral rimes through. her ftreer, which caus'd not a 
_Iittle perplexity to Feliciav. Rufina was enrag'd to 
ſee that the Impoſtor had the impudence to make 
any prerence to her favour, after the notorious affront 
ſhe had receiv'd at his hands, She conſider'd there 
Was no way tobe rid of his importunities, bur to 
engage her beloved Gallant Felician in her quarrel, 
by perſuading him, thar Reperio's deſion Was to diſ- 
place him out of her affe&ion, which if he valued, 
ne would find ſome means to check the inſolence of 


his Rival, and deliver her froin his odious Courrſhip. 


See what employments Women do many times put 


on their Gallants! ſetting them on, like Cocks, to 
hohe, cill they have deftroy'd one the other. : 
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- R#fins thought ic not prudence to acquaint Fe- 
linan with what had paſs'd berween her and Ryperzo. 
No, ſhe cook a ſafer courſe : She told him, thar 
Raperio was continually importuning her with very 
adyantageous proffers , which yer, for his ſake, ſhe 
lighted. Felicia believ'd her, and thar the rather, 
in rezard he met him every day, and many times in 
the night, walking the rounds about his Miſtreſs's 
houſe. To incenſe him the more, ſhe added, thar 
were it not for that troubleſome perſon, ſhe would 
ſee him ofcner than ſhe did. There needed no 
more 5 Fel:crax being thus enflam'd into jcalouſie, 
mer with Reper:o one night in his Miſtreſs's ftreee, 
when he knew Rxfina was. a-bed, and hr huband 
looking over ſome Accounts, which concern'd his 
Agency. As ſoon as Felician hiil percetvtd Rye 
perio, he call'd him by his name, and hwving calk'd a 
lictle while together, co avoid the diſcovery of any 
quarrel in the Streets, he condu&ted to a lirrle by- 
place, which happen'd to be over again!t the rogm 
where Sarav1a kept all his papers, and where he then 
Wag, very buſie looking over them. Tie two Rivals 
being come to the place, Feiician add:eſs'd himelf 
thus ro the other. 
_ <Sjenor Ruperio, I have for ſom2 days paſt ob- 
*ſery'd, that you have frequenced this ſtreet more 
*han you thould have done , and I was ſomewhac 
*2raloſs to know, whar might occ:ſton your com- 
ing hicher, in regard there are ſeveral Ladies cf 
*Worths Which michc oblige you cherero, But I 
* have at laſt diſcover'd, that Madam R#fiza is the 
*cauſe of your diurnal and noRurnal haunts here- 
© abouts; and this Fam Sb of, not only by _ 
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« T have ſeen my ſelf, bur alſo by the relation of he: 
<« ſervants, to whom you ſpeak, and whom you would 
« corrupt by preſents ro introduce you into their 
&« Migreſs's favour, I have been her Servant a good 
<« while, and che ſervices I have done her have gain' 
<*< me her affeKion , ſo far that I have receiv d the 
« oreateſt favours from her that I could expect. 1 
« am nor a perſon much given to boaſt of my good 
« fortunes z but to prevent your further progreſs in 
« rhis affair, I am forc'd to make you this particular 
& diſcovery, Which I doubt not bur you will enter- 
rain as a great ſecrety as every perſon of honour 
* ought to do. I have acquainted you with my love, 
* and theadvantages I have made of ir, ro oblige you 
© ro forbear all applications to this Lady for the fu- 
*rure. Which if youdo, you will exempr your ſelf 


**from many inconveniences, and eaſe me of choſe 
« reſentments, which I am now full of. 


Ruperio hearkned very attentively to the diſcourſe 


of Felician, and Rafina's husband no leſs, hearing 
things that concern'd him ſo nearly. And yer thouzh 
the flory he had heard was extreamly prejudicial to 
him, and could not bur add very much to his diſquier, 
yer mult he needs ſtzy to take Ruperio's Anſwer ; 
which was to this effe& 

*© Signor Fel:c:ax, I cannot wonder at all, that 
* you ſhould be ſo careful to obſerve, with what 
** devotion I courted Madam Rufina, ſince you WEre 
**fo much concern'd in ic as you tell me » and 1 
" believe you will be as lictle ſurpriz'd ac my being 
*engag'd in the Tame deſign, being, as I find you, 
** ignorant what are the grounds of my Love, and the 
**rexſons I have toproſecute it. I am ax backward 
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« 28 your ſelf ro proclaim che favours I receive from 
| «Ladies; bur fince you expreſs your ſelf ſo freely 
«ome, I conceive my ſelf oblig'd to do the likz 
©r0 you that you may think my procedure che leſs 
«range, I was in this Lady's fayour before you 
«were, and I obtain'd of ber the ſame thing you 
«boaſt ſo much of : by ſome misfortune or other, 
« T have loſt ir, yer not ſo, as but char T hope, in 
© rime, I re-inſtate my ſelf inco it again, which to 
* do, aſſure your ſelf I ſhall do whatever lies in my 
& power, If I prevail, and chat ſhe will admic the 
* continuance of my ſervices, as I hope ſhe may, 
« your onely remedy is patience ; for Iam ſo far 
« from quitring this precenſion, that I ſhall do my 
© urmoſt ro prevent her giving any entertunment to 
* yours, and bring her to ſuch a paſs, as not ſo much 
« as remember, chat you ever choughc of her. 

With char they both drew , Fel:c:an maintaining, 


| that he onely oughr to pretend to her, and Ruperis 


fanding upen the ſame ctearms. The diſpute was 
| ſconended, his Sword, who was in preſent poſleſſion 
prov'd the mere fortunate , K#perio, by a thruſt 
through the hearr, falling upon che place. Tre 
noiſe of the Swords was nor very great , for Felicia 
had done his work ſo ſuddenly, that none heard any 
thing of che quarrel, but onely Sarav14, who, for his 
own reputation, would have kept it ſecret. That rhe 
Body might not lye in that place, £ elician took it on 
his Shoulders, and laid it befor a Monaſtery, and 
went for refuge into another,cill he found what would 


de done in the buſineſs. 
Saravia, aftoniſh'd at what he had ſeen and heard, 
began to be enrag*d againſt his wife, concriving ow 
C 4 
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to be reveno'd of a Woman , whoſe perfidiouſneſs 
was the more notorious , rhe greater reaſons ſhe had 
to be grateful and loyal. She was faft aſleep in her 
bed, never dreaming what had hapned 1n the frects 
upon her account. The firſt thing came into Saravia's 
1MIginations Was alrogether for revenge, to efte& 
which his courſe would be, ro go-up freight into her 
chamber, and to diſparch her, i bed, with a dagger, 
But he conſider'd with himſelf, that the Murtherer 
having carried away thedead body from Iis door, tie 
mizhr be chare'd with killing her without any cauſe, 
and that he would wane proof, as having for Witneſs 
bur rwo ſervant-maids, who were more likely to 
depoſe againft him. He therefore reſolv'd, as the 
ſureſt way to diſpatch her, to give her a ſecret doſe 
of poiſon, ſuch as might remove her after a certam 
time 2: bur he thought wirthal, chat he ſhould nor {a+ 
tie his own juſt reſentment, if he any longer de- 
lay'd a vengeance which requir'd. immediate exe- 
cution. -He propos'd to himſelf anorher expedient, 
which was,. to leave both City and Wife, and to 20 
ro ſome other place : but that defien was ſoon over 
with bim, he having many affairs undetermin'd, and 
fearing tne ſiniſter judoments might have been paſs'd 
upon fuch a reſolution, tothe ſhame and confuſica 
of a min of his age and reputation. ; This refle&ion 
brought him to his firſt defion of ſending her going 
with the ponyard, But before he executed thar cru- 
elry ( which yer rightly taken was nor any, bur a jutt 
puniſhmenr tor her oftence ) he rhoughr it requiſite, 
for his own vindication, to leave, in wricins, the rea- 
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ſcns, which had Induc'd him to commit that murther. 
He took pen and ink, and bean to ſer 4 
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| front he had receiv'd from his wife , and the revenge 
| he had raken: bur upon ſecond thoughts , and ima- 


a. 


{| oining he had nor ſufficiently expreſs'd the heinouſ- 
| neſs of her crime, he core whar he had written; and 
| this he did tothe third crime, ſo. great were the con- 
{ fuſion and diſturbance of his choughts, He ſer himſel| 
| down to write the fourth cime; but remembring 
| that he was tobegin his revenge with adulceries, and 
| could not do it becauſe he knew not the ſeveral ap- 


pellations thereof , he was ar laſt ſatisf'd, that he 


| ſhould be ſufficiently reveng'd if he had bur once 


diſpatch'd his wife. A good patt of the nigh ſlipp*d 
away in theſe diſquiets, v:z. 1n Writing, correcting, 
blotting out again, and tearing all he had written. 
At laſt, being abſolutely reſoly'd in that rage to exe- 
cure. his defien, he made another writing, withour 
any blot, having before-hand well confider'd what he 


ſhould ſer down ; and when he had expreſs'd, the beſt 


be could, the injury he had receiv'd, he was o're-come 
by ſo preſſing a grief that he fell down and dy'd 
ſuddenly. 

All this paſt, while R«fina flept. Awaking of 2 
ſudden and nor finding her husband in bed with ber, 
ſhe call'd him, and ſeeing he made no Anſwer, ſhe 
pur on her petticoar, and went into his cloſer, where 
the found a candle lighted, and Saravra lying on the 
floor, dead, She was aſtoniſh'd, as well ſhe might 5 
all ſhe could do was to call up her Maids, who im- 
mediarely came to the fighr of this ſtrange ſpectacle. 
They were no leſs ſurpriz'd than their Miſtreſs at the 


| firangeneſs of the accident, As they were going to 
| convey the Corps to one of the beſt rooms in the 


houſe ( before the neighbours had any notice of ri 
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adventure ) Rufiza mer with a paper, which ſeem'd Þ 
ro be not quice finiſh'd, wherein ſhe found theſe 
words, | ; 


That my juſtification may be the better known to 
all thoſe who ſhall read this paper, 1 declare, that all 
my unhappineſs proceeds from the lt ghtneſs and 1n- 
conſtancy of my infamous wife , who, profamng the 
holy Saorauzent of Marriage, by the ſacred Tie where- iſ þ 
of we were join'd together in the face of the Charch, i x 
without any conſideration of the great affettion I hbore | v 

FT 
| 
| 


ber , hath proftituted her ſelf to two Gallants at the 
ſame time , whe having quarrel'd for the precedence, 
which either of them pretended to over his adverſary, 
the more unfortunate of the two was kelPd by the 
other, before the window of my houſe, Having thus 
been witneſs of my own diſgrace, and heard the whole 
ſtory of mey d:ſhonour, it was but juſt T ſhould revenge 
my infamy, this----=-= Then ended the writing, 
+ for _ ſurpriſing him atchar word he immediately 
expir'd. | 
| Rafina was extremely diſtracted ar both what ſhe 
ſaw and what ſhe had read, ſo hat, for half an hour, 
the knev not in a minner where ſhe was, conſider- 
ing with her ſelf, char the greareſt ſecrets in the 
world will be diſcover'd at laſt, and thar it is 
Heaven's pleaſure they ſhould be ſo, either for our 
reformation or our puniſhment, The death of her 
butband raid inhera cerrain mixcure of fear and 
afflition : a fear, toſee how ſudden it had been, oc- 
cahion'd by the refentmenc of an injury which ſhe had 
done him ; rhe affli&tion, to ſee her husband deprived 
of hife, and her ſelf ignorant how to diſouiſe ſo un- 
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| happy an accident» A lictle remorſe of conſcience, 
| like a qualm over her ftomach , troubled her, har 
ſhehad been ſo perfidiousro a man , who had lov'd 


her ſo well, and, by marrying her, had rais'd her from 
beggery to plenty. The great affe&ion which the 
Neishbours knew that he had always born her, gave 
her a lictle confidence , and induc'd ner to take the 
advice of one of her Maids, which was to carry her 
husband*s body into his bed, and co cry out the next 
morning ſo loud, that che Neighbours might here it, 
whom ſhe might, by her exceſſive lamentations, per- 
ſuade, that ſhe had found him dead by her fide when 
ſhe awoke 3 and that her two Maids, to carry on che 
cheat, ſhould give our thac cheir Maſter had caken a 
ſurfeic, and died ſuddenly of ir. 

Having chus laid their defign, day came , Rufina 
cried our, and lamented with all her might, and che 
next Neighbours came in, who found her half- 
dreſs'd, weeping, and rearing her hair through mad- 
neſs, that ſhe had loſt ſo 200d a husband. Her ewo 
Maids aRed their parts very well, by relating the 
cauſe of their 200d Maſter's death , and ſaying, that 
they advis'd him not coeat ſo mnch , or that other- 
wiſe he muſt expe& ro repentir. All were farish'd 
with cheſe reaſons, and ſome of R#fiza's friends were 
buſie about her , out of a fear ſhe ſhould have 
ſwounded, ſowell did ſhe perſonate the afflicted 
Lady, They did all lay intheir power to comfort her, 
who, amidſtalf her grief, had nor forgotten to burn 
the paper ſhe had found , leſt ic might have prov'd a 
reſtimony of her miſcarriages. Some Officers from 


the Magiſtrate, who are never wanting upon ſuch oc- 


caſions, came in ſoon after , and upon the 0165 
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of the Neighbours , chat the deceas'd had ever 11y'4 
very lovingly with his wife, went their ways, fatis- 
£4 char ſhe had not any way contributed to his death, 
S 2ravia Was buried, and Knfina was ſo put to itto 
aR the parc ſhe was then engag'd in, that ſhe thought 
nor of doing whar Widows commonly do upon ſuch 
occaſions, thar is, ro take the beſt proviſion they 
can for themſelves , out of what their husbands have 
left, So that one of his Nephews, as ſoon as the 
Uncle was buried, ſeiz'd on all in che houſe, and Xs. 
fina was forc'd to go to Law with him, to recover 
what ſhe might lawfully lay claim'to. 

Ler us return to ſee what became ef Ryperio's 
body.. Being found in che morning by the religious 
Inhabitants of the Monaſtery, and not known by 
any of them , they were going , without ſans cere- 
mone, to burie it , had they nor been prevented by 
a Citizen, who advis'd them to expoſe it in ſome pub- 
lick place, that it might be known , and thar if he 
were one that had farher er mother, or friends in 
the Cicy,” that chey might know che misfortune hap- 
pen'd to him 3 that by chat means, they would ſe- 
cure torthemſelves the charges of his interment, as 
alſo the fees due for other prayers and devorions, in 
order tothe repoſe of his ſoul. This advice pleas'd 
the Superiour of the Monaſtery, who immediately 
ſent word to the Magiſtrate, that they. had found in 
the morning a young man dead at their Church- 
door. . The body was diſpos'd into a little place near 
the Monaſtery , mich two lighted wax-candles . b 
which place there paſs'd by not long after a a 
knew him. He told them who he WAS and th 
and carried that ſad ne his Erie _—_ 
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| excremely troubled ar his death , his Father having 
| often forerold him , that he would come to ſuch an 
| end ; for; from the life he led, chere could not any 
 thingelſe be inferr'd. He was buried inche Mona- 
| ftery , anda firict ſearch was made for him who had 
| commited the murther : but Sew:/ being a vaſt and . 
| populous Cicy, no diſcovery could be made of him, 


Onely Rxfina knew who it was, by the abſence of 
her Gallant, R#perio's death, and che paper ſhe found 


in her husband's cloſer. She was infinicely ſarish'd ro 
| ſee herſelf reveng'd of a perſon , who had done her 


ſuch an affront 5 and ir was a great happineſs to her, 
that no notice had been taken of the bloud, which 
the deceas'd had ſpilt at the place where he wag 
kill'd, ' Had the Magiſtrate known of that, it would 
have brought her into ſome trouble, for the Neigh- 
bours would have teſtifi'd, that they had often ſeen 
thoſerwo Rivals in that lirtle ſtreet. 

By this means Rsfiza is become a Widow , bur 
withill poor and deſticute of all accommodations, 
having onely the ſtock of her beauty to ſer her ſelf 
up again 3 and thar, together with her honour ( if ic 
may be ſaid ſhe had any lefr) ſhe reſolv'd to profti- 
ture, that ſhe miehr live in ſome meaſure ſurably ro 


what ſhe had done before. Saravie's Nephew, who 


had taken poſſeſſion of all his eſtare, was ſenrenc.d 
to pay Rufina ſomewhat upon the account of dower ; 


bur it was ſo inconfiderable, in reſpec of the expence 


ſhe was wont tobe ar, that ſhe was forc'd to leave 
the honſe ſhe was in and take one of a lower rent. 
Nor had this Nephew what he expected by being 
beir to his Uncle, for the eſtate was exrremely per- 


plex'd, ſo that having even'd'accounts wich ay Cre- 
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dicors. he had bur lictle left for himſelf 

Refina, having remov'd into another Quatter of 
the City, and being young, ſumpruous in cloaths, and 
perfe&ly handſome, did not as many other Widows 
are wont todo, Who, as ſoon as their hnsbands are 
march'd off, dreſs themſelves as fine as hands can 
make them, and deriving a little advantage from 
their mourning ſeek out opportunities to ſhew them- 
ſelves to the Gallants purely our of a deſign to ger 
other husbands. Bur ours, though young, had had fo 
 grear experience, that ſhe reſoly'd to play anorher 

game, and that no ſmall one. 

There was come in the Fleet from Pers a man 
born amidſt rhe Mountains of Leox, who had begun 
his fortune byche relation of a Servant to a Merchant 
of Sevil, and one who, upon his Maſter's coſt, and 
ſome lictle trading into the /zdries, was grown rich, 
inſomuch that within few years , he was accounted 
one of the ableft Merchants that traded ro Pers. He 
makes anorher voiage chicher, being advyanc'd co a 
certain publick employment, and having thereby 
added much to his wealth, he was return'd 4241N ts 
Sevil, in rhat years Fleer, where he ſold the Com- 
modiries he had brought over ar double what they 
had coſt him ; ſo fortunate was he in all his ventures. 

| Marquina (fo was this lucky Merchant call'd) was 
a perſon of about fifcy years of age; rhe moſt coverout 
and wrerched'ft natur'd fellow chat. ever-was. He 
oruds'd himſelf whar he ear and drunk, though even 
below moderation z nay he many rimes faſted ut 
poſely ro ſpare ſo much, He had no more =— 
chanhe needed ; his whole Train conlifted in a Fa- 
or, a Lacquey , a Moor-ſlave , who look'd to bis 


Mule, 


The Triumphs of Female Subiilty. 3r 


-Mule, and a Maid todreſs his pitiful Commons. He 
kept his Family ſo ſhort in point of vicuals, char it 
mas wondred any one would ſerve him ; his Miſer- 
diſpoſition found rhe whole Ciry diſcourſe 3 another 
would have been aſham'd of ic , bur he onely laugh'd 
2tit, applauding himſelf, and making it his whole 

| bufineſs toheap up wealth , whereof he had abun- 
dance. - 

Rafina hearing this account of him , began to 
conſider all rhe circumſtances, and afrer the had a 
lictle refleted thereon , ſhe concluded, that he 
might be made an excellenc Cully, wkom if the 
could ſmire, as ſhe expeRed, her condition would be 
berter than ever it had been. Margmna liv'd with- 
out the City, ina little Tenemenc he had purchas'd 
of one who ought him ſome mony , which he knew 
not well how to 2et in otherwiſe ; for he was natu- 
rally ſo perfe& n ſlave co his profir , thar he little 
minded his pleaſure?, So that he gor char Tenementr, 
with a neat houſe on ic, very cheap , and in ſatis- - 
f1&ion for his debr ; it ſtood near S, Bernard's Mo- 
naſtery, in the midft of a pleaſant valley. He liv'd 
here to ſpare the rent of a houſe in the City ; he had 
ſofortifi'dic , that no chieves, either by day or nighr, 
could make any breach into it ; all the doors were of 
extraordinary thickneſs, rhe windows had bars and 
erates, the walls very high and very ſtrong. He had 
ſecur'd the place within with many fire- Arms, which 

'he always kepr charged, Halbards, and Parriſans, 
which were diſpos'd near the gate. He was forc'd co 
take one perſon more 'inco his retmue , Co wit, a 
fellow to order his Garden, and co make the beſt ad- 


Yantaoe he could of ir, a married man > who ſhould 
catry 
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carry the fruirs and other things to the marker th 
make the beſt of chem , ſo vigilant was his Avarice, 
His treaſure was diſpos'dintoa ſecret place behind 
his bed where he lay himſelf , in ftrong iron chefs; 
and every night before he went ro bed , he, like an 
over-doins Conſtable, ſearch'd all the rooms in the 
bouſe. Thus did this wrerched fellow live, though 
he had no children to ſucceed him , for he had never 
been marcied, nor intended to be, though very advan- 
tageous Marches were daily proffer*d him. 

Refina had laid her defign to bring in this cove- 
tous Merchant into the nooſe, and to effe& it, ſhe 
communicated it toa perſon who was excellent at 
ſuch chings, and an ancient acquaintance of her Fa- 
ther's Sienor Trapaſſa. This man had plaid ſome 
pranks at Madrid, which had occaſion*d his removal 
thence to Cadiz, and his atchievments there, his de- 
parture thence to Sevi/ , where he went lurking up 
and down, and ſpending ſome mony, which it had 
colt him more hazard than pains ro ger. He was one 
of rhe moſt accomplifh'd men in point of Thievery 
of fns rime., but very fearful of falling into the hands 
of Juſtice,left chere might riſe up in judgment agairft 
him ſome of his former offences ; which were [ uch as 
had preferr'd him to the Galleys, where he had made 
acquaintance with Trapaſſa, and had continu'd it at 
Sevil, This perſon whoſe name was Garay), Rufina 
rook to aſſiſt her in_ the compaſſing of her deſign. 
Having given him inftru&ions whar he was to do, and 
cold him, chat Marqnina teturn'd not to his boaſe, 
ill abour Sun-ſer, as he was wont to do 7 'they borh 
paſs'd by Marquina's garden , hz on a Mule, and 
ihe on a good Horſe. She had pur off her Mourning 


and 
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and pur on) another. dreſs, with a hat and feather, as” 
che Sevit-Ladies ace wont to go, when they are in the 
| They paſs'd by che Garden;, juſt as che Gardenec 
was opening the door. Garay coming up to hun, 
Friend, ſaid/be; here is a Lady; would nor willingly 
2a inco the Ciryto day, If you will afford her enter- 
caomenc this-riight. I will. atisfie, you co-your-omen 
defies; beſides char you will do-us an ex Faordivary 
kuidneſs, ifop; you wjll chereby prevent a greac m's- 
foftune whjch ſhe cannot - otherwiſe .avot!. The 
Gardener, wha was afraid of his Maſte-'s diſpleaſure, 
told im that he durſt not be ſo bold,.as to receive 
any/ perſon: into_his bouſe, without his knowledge, 
though:he had nor expreſly forbidden him the ,doing 
oſany ſuch thing.  - But Garay, who knew che, vercue 
andpower of. mony, took a.confiderable ſum our of 
his pocker,- and -giving ic rothe Gardener, **:;Here, 
friend , ſad he," take this in-earneft. of more. : The 
ordener*s wife Jonging to know what buſineſs ,chey 
might have wich her hushand; comes up.co chem, and 


ow "—_— 


ſecing tlſe-,proffers were made, him, undertook to 
lodge the Genclewoman in her -own room, making 
itapperr.to her,bugband , thar-cheir Maſter. ſhould 
never come to the knowledge of ic , in regard cheis 
houſes ere at-a-good djſtange one..from the others 
znd hat: chey (hould nor. be-fo,unhappy, as chac he | 
would char. nighe-ſearch che whole. houſe ,- as many 


_ *oln fine he wite's argumencsprevail*d, ſo char the 
ab 


wo 


Gardener, was Tontenc the: Gentlewoman ſhould 
- ledge ſeerenly chat nighe .ar his houſe, upon che re- 
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earneſt of a Oreater furnene i *y He rhere- 


upon took downRvfixe offche horſe, and: brought 


her into the Garden, where ſhe took leave of Gary, 
| who hadalfeady receiv'd the orders whereof we (ball 

give anaccount hereafter, - 
Being come into rhe Gardener's room, ſhe rook 
off wha cover'd her face, and aftemiſh'd che Gar- 
dencr and his wife at the ſight of her beaury, though 
ſhe ſeen'd ro be very melancholy, as if ſome great 
eigforcurie had happened ro her, rowic,”* char which 
the had feidy to relate *ro Marguine,"in caſe ſhe 
Johe come to ſpeech With him. The Sun was hard- 
ly ter, bur he came tmco the Garden + the Negro en- 
nga lirtle before 'to have the door 'epened, which 
ke bimfUlf lock'd on the inſide, and carried rhe key 
alotis with him. He'chanc'd co be that night a lictle 
more weary chan he vfd; which eccafion'd his ©oOINg 
eo bed very betimes, after he had eaten a piece of 
ard Tine of hivowhn GardetiFruits, and waſh'd 


rwith a #laſsof ſprino-water. He onel 
a tht part of the houſe where he lodo'd bim. 


fE, a*ndcame not down 'ro the Gardener's s, which 


£:p'd not his privy ſearch, when he thought of it. 
55 [ who kept more faſtino.days oo ears 


Þ! [* raheannne of rhe- Maſter, yery ſoberly. 


gives the Slave mony'to $0 to the tmarker, while he 


went about his affairs inthe Ciry; with order to have 
dininer ready againſt his rerun, * + Ruſma was *; a loſs 


how to SO her  defigh, finding thing nes fell HOT oucC 


bur Gall wk ns the 
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ati pee her” felf had appoinced, ſupp'd rhat 


wma gers - next mornin betimes, and 
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tremely troubled ar her Uncle's ſtay ( ſo ſhe called 
«4 ) andrhacall her ſadneſs proceeded thence. 

The Gardener's wife, who was a good hearry woman, 

found her all the diverſion ſhe could. 

: Mo goine comes home ar noon, with an intention 


rodine.in his garden , and before he ſace down, he 
mould needs rake a turn about ir, to ſee if any thing 


were Wanting ; and he gbſerv'd that there wanted 
ſome pieces of wood for the more- convement wa- 
tering of the ſeveral Knots, As he was going co che 
Gardeners to ſee if he had any fir for char purpoſe, 
the wife perceiving him coming, very baſtily thuf- 
fled Rina into a little back-room, where ſhe was 
wont co lie: butin regard ir could not be done ſo 
ſuddenly, bur thar 24a7q%:na coming in might hear 
the ruffling of the filks, and ſee Rwfina's (ſhadow, he 
ps 1nco.che room where ſhe was retir'd, and hav- 
Ing found her, he led her our by che band, and bring- 


Ing ber into che lighr, he found her ſo beauriful, chac 


te was aftoniſh'd thereat, The Gardeners wife won- 
d,.thar her Maſter, inſtead of chiding her, as ſhe 


» $ " of wt 


xpected; onely ask'd her who the Lady was. She 
anlwer'd, char, the night before, paſſing by cheir door 
Na an;apcient Gentleman , . who ſeem'd as ſad as 

ſelf, they had very earneſtly intreated ſhe mighr 


n lode'd there bur that nighr, to avoid a-great mis- 
hid gone any furcher, 


,- Which would have hapned co them, if chey 
i W hile che Gardener's wife WAS ering Marquind 
this... accounc, he very -atcentively conſider'd the 
ſtrange Lady, who ſeem'd co be extremely troubled 
FLA + Fab | . PI 
ip grind, which added to the actraftions of her 
#cauty. Margquina was {0 _ therewith, Chat diſ- 
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-carding his unſociable and covetous humour, he 
'rold the Gardener's wife, , that. ſhe had done very 
- <well, in entertaining that Lady, though contrary to 
his orders, which in ſuch a caſe were not co be ob. 
' ſerv'd, where compaſſion ' and” charity plead. for rhe 
- relief of thoſe that are” introuble. © This Lady, = 
*< he,” deſerves a betrer reception than ſhe hath 
_*<foundin your poor lodgings, I heartily proffer her 
' © my houſe, if The will bur horiqur it ' With her pre- 
 Eſence. Rufinathank'd him very civilly for his oblige 
'1ng proffers, and intreated him to allow her che pri- 
s-2 of ſome other lodging, for the lircle cime ſhe 
hadto.ſtay there, in regard ſhe expeRed an Uncle of 
* hers rocome and fetch her away that night. 
= Marguins, Who began'to be enflam'd, was ſorry 
"rohear that, her ſtay at his houſe would be ſo ſhort, 


bur after <a lircle pauſe, he-rold her , thar though it | 


Were bur for an hour, ſhe' would infinicely oblige 
"mn, in the accepration of rhe 'proffer he 'made her 
"With ſo much affeRion. She, who expe&ed rhar cue 
All the while, told him, that;ro make ſome return 
'toſogreat civilities, ſhe was ready to wait on him. 
_Withrhar: ſhe wenerd Marqivind's aparemenc, whi- 
ther beled her by the hand, *rv'the great {atisfaRion 
of the Gardener's wife, who extremely wondred to 
Tee” her Miſter,” contrary to his cuſtom, 'oF civil and 
obliging humour. As ſhe paſs'd chrough the rooms, 
ſhe rook. particular notice of all things ;- for though 
—_ Marquina Were naturally 's very covyetous perſon, 
Jets 3s rorhe furniture of his hbuſe, he was otherwiſe. 
| Gd We gn Tapeftry, Chairs ſurablechetero, and 
Mans "of Ivory 2nd Ebony, nay indeed man 
mwD> 0rougat our of the /zd;ts,- which though chey 
2 - colt 
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coft him nor-much here, are here of very great price. 
He immediately commanded his Slaverto prepare an 
excellenc dinner, an 1 es he undertook with 
orext alacrity , as knowing be might make ſome. ad- 
nancage of that extraordinary liberalicy of his Maſter. 
Rufina din'd with him, who created ber ſtill wich the 
the Table afforded, with importunate excules 
that chere were no beccer forher. | 

As ſoon as they had din'd, he conduQed her into 
2 chamber, ſer forth wich a great number of excellenc 
pitures, where there was alſo a ſampruous bed, of 
China-work, and intreated her to repoſe her ſelf on 


1, a cuſtom the Spamards have in Summer, as ſoon, 


2they have din'd, by reaſon of the ſulcrineſs of che 
Country. He intreated alſo to give her diſquiec ſome. 
remiſlion, out of an aſſurance, that the ſhould be as 
fafe ;ir: his houſe as in any SanAtuary, and chat (ſhe 
ſhould nor wane ary thing Jay in his power. She 


gain return'd him her moſt affeRionare rhanks, and 
complying wich kis:-defires, (he laid alone 1n che 


room, which was the ſame where {arquna took 
bis repoſe every day. He went into another, where 


he laid himſelf down, much troubled and diſquieted, 


as being fallen deeply in love wirh his fair Gueſt, and 
not knowing by what means he might induce her 
trofavour him in what . he deſir*d of her, which if he 
could effef, he concluded bimſelf rhe happieſt man 


inthe world. Before he acquainted her with nis de- 


lign, he. was deſirous to know che cauſe of her orieh, 
and whar might occaſion her ſtopping at h's Garden, 


and thereby find whether there were any obſtruction 
is defires to ſerve her. T ove [2- 


. 


usf'd in this, ic was requiſite he _ till he awck? 3 
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bur ſhe flepr not at all, for ſhe ſpent che time in 
conſidering, what Anſwer ſhe ſhould make htm, when 
he came to queſtion her. 

' Marquinathinking it now time to ſpeak ro her, 
in order to the ſarisfaRion of his curioſity, goes into 
her chamber, rellins her it was a cloſe day, and that 


he was afraid ſhe might over-ſleep her ſelf, and crav- 


ing her pardon that he had caken rhe boldneſs to give 
her thar caution. She thank'd him for the tenderneſs 
he had for her hzalth, and affur'd him, that ſhe had 
not refreſh'd her ſelf at all, che trouble ſhe was in not 
permitting her to rake any reſt. He begg'd of her 
har ſhe would no fonger ſmother the cauſe of her 
diſquier, and renew'd the proffers he had made to 
ſerve her ro the. urmoſt of his power. Having re- 
rurn'd him her thanks, and chinking ic now*rime to 
make ſome progrels in her deſign, ſhe gave him this 
relation of her adventures | 
«© Granada, one of the tnoſt famous and eminent 
< Cities of Sparz, 1s the place of my birth; my pa- 
*© rents ( there's no necefſiry I ſhould name them ) 
* are of rhe moſt antient and moſt noble families of 
*any in all the. Mountains of ofd Caftee!, and the 
* whole ifſue of their matrimony was onely a Brother 
2 of mine and my ſelf. My Brother ſpent the yourh- 
: ful part of his age in courting Ladies, and; among 
p other young perſons like himſelf, he plaid ſome 
* mad pranks of youth , which oblie'd him) for fear 


9 of falling irito the hands & Jallics to abſent him- 
<ſelf from Granada; and for m parr, I made ic 


©* my onely buſineſs to ferve and humour thoſe who 


Li roughe me into the world; IT is hr the davs 
Cat my needle, 'not raki Iu 4 


Gon Ehadb 


ng example from my com- 
© P2GoNS 


# ranions, who onely minded cheir diverriſements ; 
«ray I was ſo ignorant what love meant y that 1 
©laugh'd ar whatever related thereco, and thought 
& thoſe, who ſpent rheir time in courtſhips and en- 
Ccertaining thoſe they call'd their Gallants, liccle 
« hetcer than ſo many diſtra&ed perſons, Bur Love 


«ir ſeems would: puniſh this contempr of mine, and . 


«you ſhaſl ſee how he did it, My Father and Mo- 
«her being one day gone to vific a friend of theirs 
Qin the Country, who had buried bis wife nor long 
©before, I heard in the fireer rhe claſhing. of 
« \words, as if ſome people had been fighting.” 1 
<look'd our at the window to ſee whar might be 
«the matter, I had never been guilty of ſuch a cu- 


© riofiry before, and had ic been God's pleaſure I 


«*{hould have ſhunn'd ir then, I ſhould nor nolv 
Che relling you my misfortunes, which are ſuch, 
«chat I ſhall never chink on chem withour rears. *I 
"there ſaw, to my ſorrow, three men with cheir 
* {words drawn, fighting againſt one, who defended 
* himſelf with ſo great courage, that he not onely 


*made his party ?00d a long time againſt ſo many 


*enemies, bur alſo hurt ewo of them in the head, he 
"© himſelf having receiv'd onely a flighr wound. 
ETheſe three HeQors finding themſelves ſo worſted 
'E by one perſon, reſoly'd co do their urmalt ro take 

© away his life ; ſo that exaſperated by cheir wonnds, 
© they preſs'd upon him ſo much, rhat he was ford 

*ko retreat within our gate, where they gave him 
'< rmo ſeveral thruſts into the breaſt, upon which he 
+ fell, and was left for dead. Mov'd with com- 
\.* paſſion to ſee ſo proper 2 young man ſo diſadyan- 


| © eageouſly engag'd, I came down co the gre, 
DP 4 &« calling 
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& calling my Maids about me, to ſee what might be 
£ Jone-for him, (our houſe being in a lone-ſtreer) for 
& thoſe who were come upon the noiſe we made were 


- 


& ſq few; and thoſe unarm'd, that they were nat able 


& tg partchem, We lock'd the doors and brought him 

& ;ri, and a Chirurgeon was immediately ſent for, 

<« His wounds were ſo great, that we .chought fic to 

&« diſpoſe him into a bed, ina graund-room, where 

© my Brother was wont to lie, The young man 

& thank'd me very civilly for the-favour he receiv'd 
«from me ;- bur alas! that good office began with 

© Compaſhon,but ended in Love. The Chirurgeon 

& yiew:d | his Wounds, bur could' not- preſently give 

-< any cert2in judgment of them, thqugh he whiſper'd 

© me in the ear, that he thought they might cot 

©: him his life; Tha& account of him ſtruck me co the 

& heart, for having ſeen him fight ſogallancly, I mult 

'6: needs acknowledee, that I had even then con- 
 Sceiv'd an inclination for him. Bur his kind ex- 

__ * prefſions afrerwards, and his,thanking me ſo gen- 
© rilly-for the obligations he ſaid-I bad put upon 

' << him; rais'd. it intoa perfe& Love, My Father and 

* Mother return'd from their viſit, and, ere they 

* were got to-our houſe, were told by one of the 

£c Neighbours, a-perſon of ſome qualiry,.  whar had 

| * happened in their; abſence, 'and hoy chat; I had pur 
| pr a period to-a quarrel;by entertaining the wounded 
=  Party"1nto their houſe, out of compaſſion and 2 
| -<tearthit he might be kill'd ; wherear they were 
= ** well farisft'd , and commended the charitable of- 


= fice Thad gone at ſuch an extremiry;, for they were 


| 4 4 . 
perſons who gladly embrac'd-any.opportuniry- to: 
** exerciſe their thariry, Theywitred Wh bw 


k 


F. the: wounded, 
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© encourag'd him ro rake heart, afluring him he 
« ſhould want notbing their Houſe could afford, and 
& acknowledg'd ic well done by me, that I had ſo 
& reſcu'd him , upon which I cook occaſion to ſpend 
«mold of my time in waiting on him ; him, I ſay, 
© whos the cauſe of all the croubles and affliftions 
«which lye ſo heavy upon me. At the ſecond 
« drefling, the Chirurgeon aſſyr'd us that his wounds 
« mere not mortal, which caus'd much joy in our 
« Houſe, particulazly ro me, who became every day 
«© more and more paſſionately in love with him. As 
© ofren as I could ger out of my Father and Mo- 
« ther's ſight, 1 went co paſs away the time in his 
« Chamber , for which kindneſs he made me extra- 
* ordinary acknowledgments. | v7 

« This young Cayalier was born at Pampeluna, 
"*and one of the moſt eminenc in that Ciry. His 
* buſineſs at Granada was to proſecute a Law-ſuit, 
' painſt a very powerful perſon , who finding bur 
* lictle juſtice of his Gde; that the cauſe was of great 
* imporrance , andthar notwichſtanding the favour 
he-had in Courty the Judges muſt paſs ſentence 
2aink him, would pur a period te the Snir. by a 
orcer cut, and rid himſelf of his Adverſary, by 
-* employing three Men to murther him, who were 
* his own menial Servants. A month {lipp'd away, 
"© ere Leonards ( ſo was the wounded perſon named ) 
e F© out of his Bed, having all thar time been atren- 
* ded with as much care as might be. The ſecond 
*© day after his gerting up, he had che. opportunity co 
© ſee me, for my Mother was. gone abroad upon 4 
_ * vifir, wherein I accompany'd her not, becauſe I 
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** had a greater mind to be alone with my yours 
Te  » &« Gallant. 
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« Gallanr, He: diſcover'd himſelf ro me ſo oppor. 
« runely, and gave me ſich ſenſtble aflurances of his 
<« 2ffe&ion, that ir rais'd a no leſs in me towark 
« him, inſomuch that chere paſt mucnal promiſes 0 
<« fidelity berween us. I knew nothing all this 'time 
<« thar my Father was upon a treaty of Marriage be. 
«© tween me and a Gentleman of Granada, who w: 
<« jinfinicely deſirous ro enter into our alliance, while 
« I was very well ſarisfy'd withrhe choice T had mid: 
© my ſelf. Leonards, coming to hear of rhe others I *© 
<« rpretenſions ro me, was not a little troubled ar it: Il © 
«burthe onely remedy was patience, 1n regard he © ©! 
« would make no diſcovery of his Eftate, till his © 
<« Law-ſuir were ended, which he hoped would be | © 
«in a ſhort time, andT in the mean cime kepr my | « 
<« Father in play with perſuafions, that he would no: | © 
« be over-haſty in concluding my Marriage wich the © © 
—_— 6 
i Leonards being perfeRtly cur'd, and requiting £ * 
 ©the kindneſs and noble entertainment he had re- | © 
«ceiv'd at.our Houſe, with many confiderable pre- || * 
**ſents, return'd to his own Quarters, to bring his || 
* buſineſs to a final end, For my part, my troubles | 
*1ncreas'd more and more' upon me ; for my Fa- 
«cher, never giving me any notice of ir, as if I had 
is been a perſon nor ar all concern'd, concluded the 
= mbar) with the Gravadine, and paſs'd his word 
Mos a _— haye me 3 which when I came to under- 
«7 q: ) I was ſo ſtrucken, thar I minded not what 
hs id. This new Servant of mine, who expected 
ere long to be my Maſter, came to give me a viſit : 


** but I ſoon farivfy'd bim, that he lad reckon” 
LHOHL 14USLy » Chat ckon'd be- 
© fore his Hoſteſs, for whereas he had Aacter'd him- 
| « ſelf 
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*ſelf into a fooliſh imagination that he ſhould have 
« found che. kindeſt receprion-in the world from me, 
«he met With ſuch a repulſe, as he himſelf conch 
« ded, muſt rather proceed from the averſton, chan 
«any indifference I had for him. In a word, being 
« not of choſe Favourites of fortune, who promiſe 
«themſelves che attainment of things impoſſible, he 
© eafily diſcover'd, that my refuſal was the effe& of 
ff *©ſome other cauſe, than the modefty, which a young 
© Maid ought at leaſt pretend ro upon ſuch occaſions : 
* 2nd knowing withall that the wounded Leonardo 
*had lodg'd ſometime in our Houſe, he preſum?d, 
* chat my diſdain cowards him was occafion'd by the 
©loye I had for the other, and thence inferr*d, thar 
* having not been ſo happy as to prevent him in the 
* acquifition of my favour, he had, ar beſt, bur a 
* hazardous afrer-game ro recover ir. The jealoufie. 
© he conceiv'd upon this preſumption oblig'd him 
ro make trial of all the ways he could imagine, 
*robe afſur'd of ir, ſo as that he might not do any 
*ching, whereof it ſhould afteryards repent him. 
* Should all do ſo, there would not be ſo many 
*groundleſs quarrels, I was in an extraordinary 
*confuſion during theſe overtures 3 I acquainted 
* Leoxardo with my condition ; he came to ſee me 
© that very night, and we agreed, the next, to leave 
* my Father's houſe, and to go to ſome of his Rela-. 
"tions, where we might be ſecretly Married. The 
*expe&ed hour being come ( unhappy hour ro me, 
* conſidering the misfortunes I have run through 
*fince!) as my Dzareſt and I were going out of 
*the Houſe and croſſing into another Street , my 


© jealous Servant ( who ſpent che nights to be afſur 2 | 
0 
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<« of his ſuſpicion, which he now found” to be toy 
 E<rrue) preſently knew:/us}, and, arrended by two 
<« Servants, he ſet upon Leoxardo, never thinking of = «g 
<& any ſuch ſurpriſe ; ſo thar ere he had che rime to « 
&« draw his Sword, ke receiv'd three mortal wounds, I ay 
< 2nd fell down dead, ' having not been able to ſpeak Ii «, 
<« gne word, The lirtle noiſe which the murcherers 
&« had made, occafion'd the Neighbours ro come our 
« wich lights, upon the appearance whereof they ran 
 < away, fearing they might be diſcover'd. By this 
<rime chere was a creat tir ar my Father's, char 1 
© could not be ris while I was ina manner dead, 
«ro ſee my Deareſt lying brearhleſs ar my feer. 
« Having recover'd my (elf, I confider'd it was 
© co lictle purpoſe for me ro ſtay in the freer, afcer 
ſuch an accident , ſo thar putting off my Partins, 
© and tucking up my Cars, I ran away as faſt as I 
* could, to a friend's houſe of my Father's, an aged 
«© perſon and very poor, whom I rold what had hap- 
& pened ro me, and how much ic concern'd me nor 
© roſtay any longer at Graxada. Whereupon raking 
a Horſe,” he ſer me on him, and brought me ro the 
_ next Village, where we took up another for him, 
and thence we are come hither, to avoid my Fa- 
© rher, Who, accompany'd by Officers, makes a ſearch 
*< after me, as'I have underſtood by the way. For 
< that reaſon I thought it nor ſafe, chat we ſhould 
$0 into Sevilas ſoon as we cams hirher, bur that ic 
* Was bercer I conceal'd my ſelf in ſome place near 
- rl Ic was the pleaſure of fortune to dire& me to 
ctus Habiration of yours, into which, upon extra- 


os 

, Ordinary intreaties your Gardener ventur'd to re- 

".Cetve me for this laſt njoht. 
« Thus 
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xc Thug Sir, kave you the tory of a wretched Maid 
0 (if there ever were anyſuch ) whoſe onely com- 
0 abs now is in the good entertainment you are 
| IN «pleas'd ro afford her. May Heaven require your 
« Haiirys fince there cannot be a greater than co re- 
«eve ſuch as are afflicted and perſecuted to the 
& exrremity that Iam. by 
| The concluſion of this diſmal Rory, which Rafine 
had had the rime to invent and ſtudy ſo well, was a 
ſhower of Crocodile-rears, which rais'd ſuch a com- 
fon in Marquine, that he could not forbear them 
imſelf, The ſubtle Baggage, who notwithſtanding 
| her counterfeir rears obſerv'd all the a&ions of Aſar- 
q#ina, perceiv'd that he gave credit to her feign'd 
fory » andthat Love begari ro enter at that breach 
which compaſhon had made in his heart. This en- 
courag'd Rwfina to proſecute her impoſture, being 
now in a manner confidenr-to bring it to ſome effe&. 
They continyd a good while together, ſhe weeping, 


2S1f ſhe had done it for a wager, and he 'endeavonr= 


ine all he conld co comfort her : but that comforr 
came not upto the heighr of offering her the remedy 
ſhe could have wiſh'd, for he had nor yer overcome 
his covetous humour. -— 


_ Having with great attention confider'd the great 


DO 


beaury of Rufina, her- affliion, and ftrange adven- 
eures., and that this happineſs was as it were fallen 
into his mouth, he inferr*d that Heaven, as a fignal 
addirien'to' his former happineſs, had dire&ed her ro 
his Houſe, This was the firſt love that had ever 
 mov'd Marquine's heirt, and, in all ſorts'of perſons 
Thar firſt paſſion ever a&s violently; Is Aarguma 
fallen in love'? He muſt needs then be liberal. _ 
I c 
k ! | 


n% | | 
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Love ! O infinuating Paſſion, who doſt bewicch the 
World, who doſt ruine and beſer Men! what Mera. 


morpheſes dolt chou not work in them ? whar Dif. 


pofirions_doſt thou nor change ? What Reſoluciong 
. doſt thou nor diſpence with ?. what Felictcies doſ 
thou nor diſturb > And whac Hearts 15 it nor in thy 
power to ſoften > Thar of this inſatiable Miſer, 
which had caſt off all ſenſe of humanity cowards his 
neareſt Relations, love hath chang'd ; ſo char he hath 
cransferm'd-a covetons and ſordid Perſon into a li- 
beral and magnificent, He is extreamlfy caken with 
Rufina ; he 1s paſtionately in love with her; ſhe 
will ere long be Miſtre(s of his heart and wealth, She 
ſaid many chings in her relarion, which might have 
berray'd her, had not the affe&ion, wherewich ar- 
guinea hearkened to- her,-clos'd borch his. Eyes and 
. Ears: nay, he was ſo prepoſleſs'd with his paſſion, 
chat he would have believ'd many other things from 
her, choughthey had been more improbable chan chey 
were, | 
. The effe& of chis ſad-narration of Rufina, was, 
that Afarqnina proffer'd her all the favour and aſſiſt- 
ance ſhe could expe& from him , his Eftace, Life, 
Hear and Soul, giving her the title of abſolure Mi- 
ireſs of all he was pofſeſs'd of , further entreating 
| her, of all loxe, to give over thinking of her misfor- 
runes , 3nd affure her ſelf char (he was in.a Houſe 
where ſhemight. command, and tharwhar ever ſhe 
defir d, her. orders ſhould: be obey'd, as far as ic lay 
in hispoer. Raine very kindly chank'd . hina for ſo 
Many geperouv pr offers, conclu: [ng her Forglemenr 
Wit 


—_—_ 


he enterrain'd Refine into his Houſe > Thar kink 
neſs will be the dearett co. him that he ever did. Q 
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dB wich a freſh (hower of tears, a kind of tempeſt ſhe 
OF auldraiſe, pie ſhe either pleas'd, or Rood in 
* With cheſe arrifices, ſhe became Miſtreſs of 2ar- 
rinaand all he had, ſo as that ſhe might diſpoſe of 
'and it, as ſhe pleas'd. Her beaury had given him 
«ft kind of Itch, and he was mighty defirous to try 
wheeher ſhe would be as willing co cure him of ic © 
bathe knew not well how ro acquaint her with is 
n indiſpoſicion ; -he reſolv'd atlaft , in caſe he conld 
" {| 66 nov00d upon her by his ſubmiſſions and preſents, 
, | ©Uſoche laſt remedy, which was ro Marry her. This 
" | ia Baic chac many cimes cakes the ſhyeſt of chat 
ſible Sex 3 bur when they are ſo taken, hethat does 
18 commonly ſaapp'd himſelf, -I cold you before, 
that Rufine had no other defign than to examine the 
Cheſts of the greedy Merchanr , and thar ſhe would 
not be any way engag'd till ſhe were ſecure of her 
prive ; for the raſcally trick ſhewn by R#perio, had 
made her exrreamly diftruſtful. 

'* Aarquina (aid all thar day in his Gardeny and 
hegfe&ed his buſineſs in the Ciry ; bur the next 
mornitig berimes, leaving his Gueſt aſleep, he rakes 
bis Mi » and roes abonrt his ordinary occaſhon% 
MiVing'charo'd the Gardener's Wife, to ger n good 
dredfaſt for rhe" Lady, as ſoon 2s ſhe were awake, 
| *9d eo have Aa Care - of the Houſe. He lock*'d: the 
Chaimber.door where his Money was, and as he Went 
ty arp'd the Gardener not ro ſuffer any to come 
Mo ts Garden bur the Old may who had 'brought 
T7odora thither", for thar was rhe name the difſem- 
lis Refine had 'eiven her ſelf. , - EO 
oy har done; Þe went about his buſineſs, — 
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. by the little Negro, whom be gave Money ro þiy 
Proviſions for a good Dinner- K#fina got up, and 
the Gardener's wife punRually obey'd the orders the 
bad receiv'd from her Maſtet, treating her the befl 
Ge could, out of this reſpe&,. thar all che Dome 
Ricks made their advantage of thoſe ' magnificenceg, 
Rufina comes down into the Garden, where ſhe rook 
occafion to commend the walks, and contrivances of © 4 
it , forthe Gardener kept it in very good-order, and I #: 
well ſupply'd wich herbs, fruirs, and flowers. Find- I « 
ing the Sun beginning co grow bot, ' ſhe went into che I « 
Houſe, where caſually meeting wich a Lute, on which | 5 
Marguina's factor was wont to play, ſhe ſer it in I « 
Tane; and made that her.entertainment, till ſuch cime | « 
as Marquina return'd from the Ciry, who hearing | * 
her ar it, Was nor a lictle glad ro find that. perfetion | * 
- in her morerhan he knew before. - Perceiving that | © 
i 

( 


| So 


Marquina hearkened to: her Muſick, ſhe joyn'd her 
Voice tothe Inſtrument, to breed one maggot more 
in his brain than he had already. . She ſung ſo excel- 
lently; that 2{arquina was raviſh'd at the melody, 
and: acknowledg'd that ir was not. the Voice of a 
mortal Creacure, bur an Angel come down from 
Heaven, He continu'd his attention a while, ima- 

ining ſhe would: have begun another Song ; | bue 


percerving ſhe laid by the Luce, he. comes into the 
Room, and, cranſporred with joy., /.<< How hath this 
«-poor Habirarion been felicify'd, ſaid be ta her, by 
$yqur rericement- into it, moſt adorable Thevdora ? 
«-Whar happineſs did the hour of your @riyal here 
< bring me who never had known any before > What 


- 


** honour hayel receiv'd in beholding your tranſcen- 
gent Beauty, and to obſerve in = from cimero 


C |{rcime 


N 


&yjmie a thouſand unknown -excellencies which are 
#6 diſcover'd ar the firſt fight > This houſe may, no 
«f6ubr, enter into competition with Heaven ic ſelf, 
 Kfince ſuch an Angel honours ic wich her diving 
4*preſence. Whar I ſay, Madam, 1s bur licele, in 
* compariſon bf the paſſion I have for your worth, 
«which were ic to be commended proportionably ro 
%rhs apprehenſion I have of it , I think the moſt 
# eloquent perſons thac ever were, would be at a 
#-ſoſs for expreſſions ſuitable to ſo adorable a ſubjeR. 
© Youpreſs tos hard upon me, Dear Sir, replies the 
#counterfeic Theodora, ſeeming to bluſh at thoſe 
« etceflive praiſes; I am nor ſuch a ſtranger ro my 
* ſelf, bur char I know ic argues exceſs in the bigheſt 
© degree, to beſtow ſuch extraordinary commenda- 
<tions, on a perſon that deſerves ſo lictle. Had T 
* miſtruſted your being within hearing, I would have 
*pur off my diverſton to another rime , fince cs 


«120: unlikely my. Voice may ſeem harſh. ro you, 


- compar'd co the excellent ones of this Ciry, which 
7 qou often hear, unleſs ic be; chat generous natures 

ave an inclination. ro favour perſons of mean 
" parts; by Aartering them, by their praiſes, inco an 
; Imaginacion , that their endowments are greater 
7 than indeed they are No more complements, I 
: beſeech you, replies MMarquina, rais'd wp to the 
; higheſt pitch of beſotted Love, my words come 
"* ſhort of my faich; and Tam ro aſſure you withall, 
« Madam, that though T have heard excellent Voices 
"11: Sez1l, ( for I muft confeſs chere are ſome ſuch ) 
* yet yours is infinitely beyond anv of them. Your 
<* moſt humble Servant Sir, ſays Rafina, your com- 


* mendations are infinicely beyond my deſerts or: 
: HS 
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_ & the honour you do me can do no leſs chan raiſein 
-£ me a hearty wiſh, chat my poor abilities might 
£ find you ſome furcher diverſion wich: chis Inftry- 
- © ment, ſince you are pleas*d co acknowledee your 
 £ ſelf ſo much ſarisfy'd therewith : Bur my troubles 
+ are fo grear and preſſing, that in whac I did, | 
* minded onely my own. I mult ſeerhem at anend, 
© ere you leave this Houſe, ſays H{arquina to her, 
<« and therefore ler” me intreat you, 1f you cannot 
<« conclude an abſolute peace with your affii&ions, 
<& ar leaſt condeſcend ro a ſhore ceſſation of arms. 
&« Theſe reiterations of your favours muſt needs 
« extreamly oblige me, replies Rufina, and conſe- 
< quencly force me to a ereatful compliance with 
* your commands, as far as lies in my power : but 1 
** cannot promiſe it you ſo fully as I wiſh, finding the 
* perſon who brought me ber, hath forgotten he 
* did it, otherwiſe he would have found ſome means 
<; tohave given me a Viſic once in three days, Let 
c, hot chat create you any trouble, replies the amorons 
os Merchant , but rarher imagine there may be ſome 
« Jult cauſe of his negle&. I have ſome apprehenſion, 
« [ard ſhe, tht he my be rerurn'd to Granada, out 
«Of a fear, rhar, being miſs'd there, he might be 
- qneſtton*d as a Complice of my eſcape z and rhis 
A would prove the greateſt of all my misfortunes, for 
«if hebe gone, he hath carried all I had along wirh 
6 him, Never fear ity ſays Marquina, for he mult 
c, fave more compaſſion than to forſake you in ſo 
c, ${EX an extremicy g bur chough he and all elſe fail 
«, JOu, aflure your ſelf, I ſhall nor, whereof 1 cannot 
o 28 you greater affuravce, than you may derive 
from this fincere proteſtation, of my being ſo paſ- 


« fionately 
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i fonaely your Servant, that I imagine nor my ſelf 
#* ro be che ſame perſon I was before I ſaw you. This 
Cransformation is wholly co be arcribured ro your 
«Divinity, and chence you may inferr che influence 
«you have over me. 
- Having ſofaid, arqmna made an abſalute diſ- 
covery of his Loye'; [the cunning Gyplie prerending 
{tz underſtood not his meaning, return'd civil An- 
ſwers:to the.proffers he made her, acknowledging her 
ſelf -exrreamly oblig'd to him for his kindneſs, and 
thr ſhe donbred nor of rhe performance of what he 
naPlezs'd, out of his own good nature to promiſe. 
By.chrs rime, Dinner was ſer on the Table ; rhey 
both ſar down, and the enrertainment was very noble, 
facable ro the Love of the Founder ; for whererhar 
Itle-Deiry comes once to reign, the firſt A he 
makes, is for the baniſhment of all baſeneſs and 
anrice. 7 
_.*"Rafina and Garay had agreed togerher , that he 
ſhould come to her, when he were ſure the old 
Merchant was abroad , and that he ſhould diſeuiſe 
himfelf hke-a Beogar, rhar he might not be known, 
nor any ſuſpirion be conceiv'd of him. She had 
fudied ſeveral ways to chouſe the Merchant of ſome 
part-of his Treaſure, bur ſhe could not fix on any one 
ſhe rhought miehr prove effeRual , che Chamber 
where it was Lock'd being extreamly fortify'd. She 
had continu'd there three days ere ſhe had either ſeen 
or heard from Garay, and during the time, ſhe ex- 
preſs'd ſo orear a diſcontent, 35 put /Marquina ro 
much trouble, in regard it kept him from making 
thoſe free diſcoveries of his Love, which he would 


otherwiſe have done. In the mean time Raxfinas 
E 2 who 
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who warch'd all occaſions, cunningly diſcover'd.the Ig, 
place where the Old man hid the Keys of his Iron ay 
cheſts. E 
_  Margwina went, according to his cuſtom, into the 
City, which being obſery*d by Garay, he comes to his 
Houſe in Beggars weeds, as they had agreed together, 
with two Crutches. Being got under the Windoy, 
ar which Rufiza was looking our he begg'd an alms of 
her. - She chrew him down ſomething, ;and ask'd nim 
whence he came, whereto Garay anſwering that he 
.was of Grazada, ſhe ſeem'd to-be extreamly glad, 
and thereupon tnrning to the Gardener's wife , © Ler 
<< us go. down a little into the Garden, ſaid ſhe to her, 
<« chis poor- fellow is come out of :my Country, I Nh 
<« would fain have ſome: diſcourſe with him, to know 
< what news he hath broughr thence. The poor Wo- 
man ſuſpe&ing nothing, made no difficulty co ler him 
into the Garden, Rufina ask'd him how long it was 
ſince he had lefr Granada, whereto he anſwering, 
about nine or ten days, ſhe continu'd her queſtions ſo 
long, that the Gardener's wife weary of their dil- 
courſe, and having ſomething elſe ro do, left them. 
Being 11d of her, they conſider'd what was to be put 
In execution the night following, and agreed upon 


the courſe they were to take, to poſſeſs themſelves of 
: Marquina's Treaſure, 


- 


That done, Garay departed, and Rufine went up 
to her Chamber, telling the Gardener's wife, ſhe had 
underftood ſo much from that poor fellow, concern- 
ing her affairs, that ir would not be lone ere ſhe re- 


rucn'd into her Country, The Gardener's wife, and 
the Maid were lirtle 


fearing their Maſter 


pleas'd to hear that news, as 
would, upon her departure, re- 
aſlume 


3 
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fume his niggardly bumour, and keep as miſerable a 
i houſe as he had done before, nay haply pur himſelf 
ind all che ſervants to a greater penance In their dier, 
rp ger up what had been ſquander'd away, during her 


hoad rhere. | 
Marquina being come home found Rfina thar 


night more cheerful rhanar any cims before; which 
ave him the confidence to acquaint her more freely 
with his loye then he had done, and to aflure her of 
the diſquier he was in upon her account. £&uftna 
ſeem not to take ir amiſs, nay by a greater familt- 
zicy then ſhe had expreſs'd cowards him before, ſhe 
raisdin him ſome hopes of ſeeing his defires Caris- 
i'd: whence the old dorard began to preſume, that 
the fort would in a ſhort time be taken in upon rea- 
ſonable rearms. Upon this preſumption, he beſtow'd 
on hera Ring, which he had purpoſely bougar for 


her, wherein was a Diamond worth abour an aundred 


crowns, ſer about with lictle Rubies. The Lady gave 
bim' many thanks for ſo noble a preſenr, and in re- 
quiral promis'd him a Leflon on the Lure, to which 
ſhe ſung ſome new Aires, thongh ſhe quarrell'd ar 


the dulneſs of the Inſtrument, Afarquina promis'd. 


xr a better che next. day. They parted for rhar r1me, 


bur with different thoughts, farquiza defirous to 


obtain thoſe favours he expeRed from Rufina, and 
©o oblige her thereto by preſents, which overcome the 
orextelt difficulties ; * and Rafina contriving how to 


compaſs the robbery ſhe intended. 


\ The next day, Garay ( a perſon of great expe- 
lence in ſuch deſigns) got ſome others of che ſame 
Profeſſion to carry on the work 3 and having obſery* 
* ® 


Marquini going into bis h 


ouſe , they ſtaid cill he 
E 3 were. 


54 LA PICARA, of 


were gone to bed, which was ſomewhat late, for 
| Rafina, who helda correſpondence wich chem, had 

urpoſely kept him up. Abour midnight, Garay and 
bis Camerades brought a thing thar had rhe figure of 
a man, uff*d with firaw, having about him a cloak, 
which caſt over his ſhoulder, cover'd his face, and 
pucch'd it over againſt che principal window rowarcs 
the garden, which was that part of the houſe where 
Marquina lodg'd, and left it there faſtned ro a ſtake 
rhey had chruſt into the ground. The night was ſome- 
whar dark, and ſo more proper for their defign, 
Having plac'd that figure, as I told you, they .knock'd 
at the coor ſo loud that ic might have been heard 
from one end of thz Garden to the other. Aſarquin: 
awaken?d thereby leaps out of his bed. ir being 
_ Nrange co him to hear ſuch knocking at his garden 

door, at ſuch an unſeaſonable time, as being a rhin? 
had never happen'd co bim before. He call'd up ts 
ſervant, and bid him ſee who knock'd ar rhe door. 
The ſervant went out berween flzeping and waking 


to ſee what the merer was, calling as loud as he 


could, Who knocks there > But no body anſwerine, 
and he nor minding the figure thar ſtood In the 91r- 
den,told his Maſter that there was not any body. 
Marquina uyon thar got into bed again and corn- 
pos d himſelf ro reſt, bur ir was ſoon interrupred, 
for Garay knock'd more violently than he had don: 


before, which aſtoniſh'd him the-more » and oblig'd 


him to ſend down his min a ſecond time, to ſec 
what the matter was. Bringing his Maſter the ſame 
account he had done before, he gor up himſelf , pucs 
his cloak abour him, and calls at the window, Who 
knocks a: my door thus unſeaſonably ? Wherero no 


Anſwer 


Anſwer being made, he grew the more enrag'd ; bur 
looking a little more earneſtly abour rhe houſe chan 
| hisman had done, he percerv'd che figure planted 
before his windows. 1arquina was extremely afraid, 
at the ſigh of a perſon , who, as he thought, knock'd 
athis door, yermade him no anſwery and afluming 
more courage than he was naturally Maſter of , he 
ſaid to him very loud, © *Tis baſely done of you, Sir, 
*ro abuſe me thus, you ſhall findT am nor a perſon 
©ro ſuffer itz pray keep on your way, and diſturb nor 
& my reſtany more, if you think not your ſelf invul- 
© nerable, and that a brace of good bullets will make 
© no impreflion in your inchanted skin. | 
Having made char bravado he ſhut to the window 
and went to bed ; bur he was hardly got warm 1n 1, 
ere they bevan to knock more violently thin they had 
done before 5 which oblig'd him to rake a fire-lock, 
which he kepr always ready charg'd for the ſecurity 
of his mony. Opening the windovv, he found (rill 1n 
the ſame poſture, him , who would nor have ftir:*d 
out of ir, had he not been forc'd by ſome orher. 
What obſtinacy of impudence is it in you, ſaid he ro 
bim, yery much incens'd, ro doa miſchief, you are 
nothing the betrer for, in thus diſturbing my reſt ? 
tis impardonable, and deſerves an exemplary cha- 
fiſement 3 be you gone immediately from my door, 
_ Or I ſhall ſend you going the next way. Whererpcn 
cocking the fire-lock, and aiming ac tim, and the 
other never ſtirring, as ic were out of a preſumption, 
that he had not any fire-arms , wherewith he miehe 
make good his threats, he gave him notice the third 
tim?, that he would nor oblige him to do a violence 


which was unwilling to do. Ar laſt perceiving te 
E4 mir.dzq 
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minded not any thing he ſaid, butas *twere defi 
him, he reſolv'd to give fire, not onely to frighten 
bim, bur, if he could, to hurt him. He ſHhor, and the 
figure fell to the ground, upon which Garay, who 
was not far off, cries out With a doleful rone, O Ged, 
I am kilPd; and immediately he and his Camerades 


made a great noiſe at the ſight of a man ſo unfortu- 
nately murthec'd. 


Marquiza was extremely troubled at what he had | 


done, it bzing obſerv'd, that covetous perſons are for 
the moſt parc cowardly, and extremely fear what- 

ever m1y cauſe them any loſs. He ſhut the window, 
and in a grear fright awaking Refiza .( who had 
oreater things to mind than ſleeping) told her what 
he had done. She ſeem'd to be extremely troubled 
atit, and much blam'd him, that he had executed 
ſo cruel a reſolution. For fince he knew himſelf to 
be ſafe enough in his own houſe, he might have ſuf- 
fer'd them ro knock at his door till they had been 
. weary ; that he had, berter endur'd that noiſe, and 
loſt a little of nis reſt, than be in the trouble he was 
in, thathe had been the cauſe of a man's death. She 
added ſeveral other reaſons, which ſo confounded 
poor Marquina, that ha knew not what to do. She 
advis'd him for his ſafery, ro go immediately and take 


. refuge inthe Monaſtery of St. Bernard, it being cer- 


rain, that if che dead perſon were found there the 
next morning, he would be carried topriſon, as be- 
Ing murtier'd ſo near his houſe, Afarquina was ſo 
perplex'd, that he with'd he had never come into the 
world z and ic is robe imagin'd, that if Ryfina had 
not been very highlv concern'd ro difſemble upon this 
occaſion, ihe would hive dy'd with laughing. © He 


rais?d 


raigd up all his people, and cold chem what had hap- 
pen'd, and all blam'd-him, for his being ſo forward 
to commirc ſuch an aRion, which made the poor old 
dotard almoſt mad. He imagin'd himſelf already ap- 
prebended, his mony carri'd away, and bur a ſmall 
matter between him and hanging, ar leaſtif he were 
oblis'd by rorrures to acknowledge his crime, never 
conſidering that it was pardonable for one man to 
kill another in his own defence. At laſt, he reſolv'd 
t020toS, Bernard's 3 bur knew not how to diſpoſe of 
bis mony, He thought it no prudence to leave it at 
the diſcretion of his Servants ; to carry ir toa friend's 
houſe ( in caſe he had any, for perſons of his humour 
have very few ) he had not time, In this diragion 
he defir'd Rafina to adviſe him ; ſhe ſeeming very 
much troubled, and'no leſs fearful than he, pretended 
ſhe could nor give bim any; bur after a lictle pauſe 
ſhe #ave him chat advice, which ſhe had prepar'd 
long before, and he follow'd ir. She ask'd him what 
mony he might have in the houſe > He ingenuouſly 
confeſs*d chat he had about four thouſand crowns in: 
gold, and ſomewhar better than half che ſaid ſumme 
| Inffilver, © ]'{ rell you what I would do, were Iin 
© your caſe, .ſays the ſub1il Picara, ( ſince it cannor 
_  ®be carriedco a friend's houſe without being ſeen) 
| *1 would burie it in the garden, in ſome place, 
4 © where you may afterwards find it, by ſome mark 
** you ſhall ſer to chat purpoſe. This you muſt do your 
* ſelf, ſo as that your very ſervants may nor knory any 
(thing of ir, leſt they might be rempred. to prove 
*falſeroyou ; for the times are ſuch now, that a man 
<« muſt have a care whom he truſts, I would afliſt 


C you herein, and keep your counſel, were 1t _ 
. «mt 
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« char I amafraid, when the ſearch comes to he 
« made, and I be lefr here, I ſhall be che firlt raken; 
« 2nd I would be loarhto run my ſelf into rhar ha 
&« 22rd, having bur jult eſcap'd thoſe I have acquaint- 
« ed you with, In the midi of his affliction, Mar 
gina Was troubled to perceive by his gueſt's diſ- 
courſe, the diſturbance ſhe was in upon his account, 
and what truck him moſt co the heart, was, that hz 
ſaw himſelf upon the point of lofine her. This con- 
fideration forc'd from him not onely tears, bur alſo 
bitrer exclamarions againſt the malicious croſsneſs of 
his fortune. Rufiradefir?d him to be of good cou- 
rage, perſuading him todo as ſhe advis'd him, and 
hope the beſt, £o that having commanded all his ſer- 
vants to 20 to their ſeveral chambers, and not to ſtir 
thence, heand Rxfina, whom onely he durſt cruſt) 
went to the place where the mony was. Ir lay ina 
huge cheſt, cover*d all over with 1iron-bars, and the 

keys were ſo extraordinary, that it was impoſſible 
_ to counterfeit them, or to g2t a piece thence by any 
other wile than what was invented by our ſubril 
Ferrer. 

They firſt rook out all the filver, and then put the 
gold into a little box, and, having broughr all into 
che garden, they made two holes, at ſome diſtance 
onefrom the orher, in one whereof they pur rhe 
ſilver, and in the other, the gold, ſetting a mark that 
they mighr find the places again. Adarquina took 
along with him two hundred crowns in gold, and 
gzve Kufing fifty, to ſhift for her ſelf, till the buſineſs 
were accommodated. 

Tir done, they went up into the houſe, whence 
thy might ſee ſeveral perſons walking witha light ; 


5 


*TWas 
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was Garay and his camerades, who repreſented the 
Magiſtrate, Which K»fina fhewing him, advis'd him 
ro make all the haſte he could to <r. Bernard's. To 
| do thar, they ger over the garden Wall, as being 
afraid ro open rhe door , for they perceiv'd rhe 
aRors of this comedy kept a watch there, with ſuch 
authority, as if they had really been the Officers of 
Juſtice. All Marguina's family follow'd him over 


thewall, fearing chey might come into trouble for 


their Maſter's faulcs /arquina and his Miſtreſs 
lurk'd ſomewhere thereabours, ill it was day, that 
they might have the Church-door open, to get into 
the Monaſtery, Garay was hard by, to ſee what be- 
came of Marquina and his people. ' Finding he had 
ſefc his houſe, and gor into the Monaſtery with R#- 
fina, he went abour an hour after Sun-rifing to 
St. Bernard's, in the habit of a Secular Prieſt, char he 
might th2 better ſpeak to T__ She told him how 
' things ſtood, and how they had buried the mony m 
the garden, and that it was all in ſilver, intending to 
reſerve all the gold for her ſelf. 

Abour mid-nichr Garay and one'of his Camerades 
wenctalong with R#fiza, diſguiz'd inmian's cloaths, 
ro the garden. They help'd her over firſt, ro go and 
ſe2 whether there might be any body in the houſe, 
bur all were vaniſh'd as if the houſe had been vi- 
fired. She thereupon call'd Garay and his compa- 
_ nion, and, having raken up the mony, they carri'd 1c 
away, and rook up their quarters at one of the far- 
theft Inns of the ſuburbs. Having been merry a while, 
and drunk their own healths, and to the good ſucceſs 
of their future deſigns, they went all to bed, the rwo 


men together, and Rfina by her ſelf. As ſoon as the 
found 
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found they were aſleep, ſhe purs-on the ſame Nhabir, 
and rerurnsto the garden. She cook up the lictle box 
of gold, and, without any diſaſter, got ſafe to the Inn 
before her companions awaked, | 

The next day, having divided the filver, whereof 
ſhe and Garay had the beſt part, and ſew'd up the 
oold in her cloaths, ſhe left Sevit, raking Garay 
along with her, who, finding what advantages he 
might make of her company, reſoly'd to run fortunes 
with her. They ook their way towards Madrid, to 
which place they will be gor, by that time we hall 
ſee what 1s become of Marquina, whom we lefr in 
Ste Bernard's Monaſtery. 

Having continu'd there four days after Rafina's 
departure from him, he knew not what to think of 
her that ſhe came nor again, as ſhe had promis'd. He 
addreſs'd himſelf ro one of the Monks, who had 
Sreat acquaintances in the City, and intrexed him 
ro inquire What proceedings there might be againſt. 
Mm, upon the murther he had committed. The Re- 
ligious man promis'd him an account of ir ; bur h1v- 
mg enquir'd at thoſe places where he might moſt pro- 
bably hear thereof , no body could give him any ſa- 
* risfaſtion, Hethereup3n rold Afarguina, that he. 

might ſafely goabroad and nzeded not to fear any 
thing. He went out one nicht to a friend's of his, 
wnom he-acquainted wirh all that had paſt, as alſo 
th2 great perplexity he was in, defiring him to make 
a More particular enquiry into the buſineſs, thin he 
raought rhe Religious man h1d done. He did ſo, and 
cave him rn2 ſame account as the other. Yet would 
nor rhe farisfie him, bur he muſt deſire his friend to 
g5to his houſe, whereof he oxve him the Miſtris-key. 


He 
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He went, and found it without any body in it, and his 
Mule dead, for want of mear and tendance. He 


werit With this news to his friend, adviſing him to 


come our of the Monaſtery, and go home, and thence 
about the City, as he was wont to do, The death of 
' his Mule troubled him not much, ſo glad was he to 
find himſelf once' more ar liberty : che onely thing 
ozve him any diſquier, was; that his 7 heodora ( under 
| which name R#fiva went) came not to ſee him. Buc 


| - be imagin'd the cauſe of ic might be, chat, being.a 


| young Maid, ſhe had ſhelter'd her ſelf ſome-where, 

to keep our of the:hands of Juſtice,” or that haply ſhe 
might have been mer with by, her Father, who, as 
ſhe-had rold him, ſought after-her. . He went to hs 
| . houſe, Whither came ſoon after the Gardener and his 


wie, and the other ſervants. - . He goes into the Gat- 


; den,-and, notwithſtanding all the fear and difiraQion 
| hehad been in, remembred the place where he had 
hid his mony, and was ncr a lictle, glad ro find. the 


mark, where he had ſet it.; ſo that. before he went to 


bed,he reſoly'dto ſecure his treaſure.ip ics former gar- 
nſop. As ſoon as it was dark, he takes the Gardener 
with him, and a Lanthorn and Candle, and goes firſt 
ro the place where the Silver was, -and bids him digg. 
He did ſo, bur there was nothing to be found, wherear 
 Marquina was extremely ſurpriz'd. He went thence 
co theplace where they had laid the gold, and there 
they found as little, onely Ryfina knew what was be- 
come-of all, He walk'd ſeveral turns about the gar- 
den, with much vexation, imagining the marks mighr 


be miſplac'd 5 bur whar in looking after the marks, 


and what in digging; the night flipp*d away, ſo rhar 
at laſt diſpairing ro find any thing that night, > _ 
2V 


% 
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hav'd himſelf like a perſon -diſtraed. The Garde. 
ner knew-not what he look'd for, 'nor for What reaſon 
be had brought him thicher. The'poor man reſoly'{ 
ro have a little patience till che nexr morning, being 
Mill 'in ſome hope to find what he had hidden. He 
wenr ro bed, or rather co ſpend che nighc in unſuf- 
ferable corments: but as ſoon as it began to dawn, he 
oot up, and having call'd up the Gardener, chey re- 
rurn'd to the work they had been at che night before, 
Having: digg*d again ar thoſe places, where he was 
confident he had laid che mony, all they could find 
was, thar there had been two holes 'mizde there be- 
Fore, and that mony 'or ſomerhins elſe had been 
hidden'there; bur all wis remov'd. This aſſurance 
made: him run ſtark mad, throwine himſelf on che 
-oronnd, running his head againft the wall, and doing 
fuchrhings as rais'd'a'compaſſion in his ſervants, who 
thence- concluded rhar he had 16 his mony, and ſu- 
Tpe&ed the feien'd Thiodora, to have robb'd him, by 
the orders he exve them to ſearch: after her all over the 
City. But ſhe was Far enough out of his reach, and had 
fowel ſecur'd his mony,thar it was not likely it would 
"come into his cheſts any more. He kept his bed a 
'$00d while, out of 4 'pure madneſs, that he had ſo 
ſoon loft, what had coſt him many years trouble and 
pams to ger together, The robbery was ſoon divule'd 
all over the Ciry ; ſome, who knew not his himour, 
piried his misfortune, bur ſuch as hid experience of 
his inſatiable avarice, were not alittle pleas'dto find 
him ſo juftly puniſh'd. - 


T he exd of the firſt Book, | 
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SADSSS ſoon as our ſubtle P:cara nad done her 

? work at Marquing's, and had made a 
broken Merchant of one, who was ac- 
counted the wealthieſt abour Sew/, the 
CeY=Ps thought ir. not prudence ro make any 
long {iay, tor fear of falling into the hands of Juſtice, 
whoſe Officers would be abroad, upon the ſollicita- 
tions of the parry robb*'d. She was go:ten far en gh 
out of the way, ere he was ſenhdle of ts Toſs, for 
the next nighc after they had taken away the Morey, 
ſhe and Garay hired rwo Mules, upon whica they 
came to Carmona, which lies abour half a days jour- 


hey from Sevil. They had taken up two places - 
che 
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che {adrid-coaghy Which, was .co paſs through th 
City, Sndrake them up 3s it went. Trey lighced, a 
Carmona,” _ one -of one beſt Inns, WHiere Rufina, 
keeping out of fight, / Was reſalv'd to.expe& the 
Coach,--confidering 'with her ſelf,” whar ſhe might 
comertoin time, now-thar ſhe was already Miſtreſs of 
four thouſand Crowns in Gold,in good double Piſtols 
and Quadruples; which was all thar penurious Met. 
chant had'corten together, during his whole Life, 
wich much pains taking, and many a hazardous ven- 
rure into the moſt remote Climats. Behold here, 
the exemplary puniſhment, which many rimes hap. 
pens.t6 thoſe. miſerable wretches, who become the 
Slaves of their own wealth,  And' what infinirely 
adds to their misfortun2, is, that people are more 
apt to congratulare than bemoan ir : for how can 
they expe& that others ſhould have any kindneſs for 
them, when they themſelves have not any but for 
what they lay up in their Chefts > 

The . Coach which our fortunate adventurers ex- 
peRe] to carry themco Madrid , came ar its uſual 
time to Carmma. There were in it already fix Per- 
ſons, a Gzntleman, and his Lady, a Prieſt, rwo-Uni- 
verſity-Scholars, and a Servant belon ging to the Prieſt, 
a young L1d about fifteen years of Ave, They all 
knew, that there were two perſons to be raken in at 
Carmona, who hid paid ſomewhat extraordinary, for 
rhe beſt places, They accordingly refign'd them, 3s 
ſoon as rhey perceiv'd their coming towards the 
Coxch : but Garay, who was a very civil and ob- 
liging perſon , would needs recommend bis inte- 
reſtin the place to the Gentleman's Lady, whom 
he ſeared on the lefr fide of Reina , and ſar him- 


ſelf 


Pl 
- 
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ſelf in the fore-part of the Coach, wich her Hus- 
band. 


All being plac'd to their content, rhey left Car- 


| won4 0n the Munday morning, it being in September, 


when moſt Fruits are ripe. All thought 1t a great 
happineſs, .chat chey had mer, ſa good Company; bur 
Ryfina and Garay had another ſecrer ſatisfactiong 
arifing from che thought of the good prize that had 
broughe them into. that good Company. The Gen- 


| tleman was. a Perſpn of excellent diſcourſe ; the 


Prieftz of a very- ſociable and, converſative humonr, 
and the two young Scholars made it appear, that they 


| had not miſ<pent their rime at the Univerſity, every 


one being deſirous tro make the belt diſcovery he 
could of his abilities. The Prieſt took occaſion to 
ell chem, char he was going, to Court, to get a Pri- 
viledge, to pur two little pieces of. . his into the Preſs, 
being ſuch as ſome Friends of his had aflur'd him he 

ſhquld oblige che World in the publication of them. 
Tre Gentleman, who ſate next him, was a perſon aC- 
quainted with Letters , and expreſs'd a great curt- 
ality to know what they mighr treat of, DoCtcr 
Moyſalvo. ( ſo wasthe Prieſt called ). rold him chey 
were Books of, Diſcourſes, and Divertzſements ; 
repreſenting to him that things of that kind, were 
kindly: receiv'd at ,Coure + that one of them was 
entituled, The Staple of Diſconrſe and Complements: ; 


and the other, The Flowers of Helicon ; toar che 


former contained twelve Moral Novels, with an 10- 
termixture of. Verſes ;. and the Flowers of Heliron 
was a, colle&ion of Poems written by lim, during 


= Reſidence, ar the Univerſity of Salamapea, He 


old chem wichall; that, if chey,chonghe ic not a 
OP E S& 
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he would entertain them with ſomewhat out of the 
| former, when ever they ſhould be at leiſure co give 
him atrention. _ 

Kufina, who was a great lover and reader of ſuch 
Treariſes, intreared the Door, 1f 1t Were no trouble 
to him, to read one of his Novels, promifing he: 
ſelf, from the aſſurance ſhe had of his excellenr parts, 


char the ſtile and conceptions would be anſwerable to 
the worthineſs of rhe Author; TI have endeavour'd, 


« all 1 could, Madam, ſays the Dotfter to her, to 


« conform my ſelf ro the fhile now us*d ar Coutt ; 
 < qmy Proſe is free from affe&ation, and conſequent- 
« ly will not weary the Reader, nor are the conceipts 
«9 flitas to produce the ſame effteF. I make it 
« my buſineſs to give my Wrirings a lictle life and 
« \martneſs, which may raiſe in the Reader an ear- 
« neftneſs ro know the period of the adventures. 
« 1wrie as I ſpeak , becauſe I ſee Men love thoſe 
< rhings' that axe natural, better chan choſe which 
© {mell of roo much ſtudy and affeRarion ; and rake 
© 1r from meas athing very certain, thar it requires 
"a certain meaſare of confidence for any Man to 
© write as the times go now 3 which proceeds hence, 
: that ſo many excellent Wits buſie themſelves in 
. Writing , and publiſh things as admirable as inge- 
; NOUS, and not onely Men, who profeſs Lerters, 
- but alſo ſome Women. Among the latter , how 
Are Wero celebrate the ingenuity of Doxya Maris 
6 de Zayas, and Soto Mayor , who hath worthily 
 deſerv'd the title of che $:by! of Madrid,as alſo the 
[, Teputarion ſhe hath acquir'd of an excellent Wit, 
and to do admirable chings in Poetry, having lately 
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« which 
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« hich are look*d on as ſo many miracles, by rhoſe 
« who are Judges in cthac kind of writing 2 The 
« excellency of her Proſe, and rhe ſubtilty of che 
« defigns, together with the infinuaring interrexture 


| © of the Verſes, have given mate to the beſt Pens of 


« Spazn. Doenua Anna Caro de Malien, a Native of 
« our Ciry of Sevi/, comes not much behind her, 
© and may be allow'd near the ſame meaſure of 
«© praiſe. Her ſweet and harmonious Verſes ſuſpend 
©rhe Spirits, and charm the Ears of all that hear 
«them, as hath been ſeen, by choſe publiſh'd by her 
«the laſt Carnaval, ar the new Palace, builr by his 
«© Majeſty, near the Courſe, which may be called the 
” eighth Wonder of the World , fince ſhe ſpeaks of 
*it,'With an eloquetice anſwerable to the prepara- 


S 4 


| © riofs which: had beey there made, many days be- 


core, for. the divertiſemenr of -cheir Catholick 
© Majefties. The Door having ended this diſ- 
Courſe, he took out- his Book of Novels, and, the 
Company having compos'd themſelves to lence 
and attention, he -entertain'd them wich chat which 


o 


* 


follows; 


Ro,  TTT_R.TRRO OUR O OOO OO TNT 


. ” | 
1 f / A fp \ . 9 - ry f UW .) p 
X | y "| | Fo i 'y \ i 
A *Y\ F', H "i " K 
| = I Lf, 
\ y \ | - g 4 l - 
. I 


eAlll Cover, all Looſe. 


$ 4 entia, one of the moſt emi- 
> nent Ciries of Spazz, che Nurſe 
= of ſo many noble Families, the 

Centre of ingenious Spirits, 
and the Mo Recepracle of 
\/ d che Bodies of divers Sainrs,oave 
Wai > Birth unto Dor Alexander , 2 
EE wowS Perſon of noble Exrration z 

' Young, and Maſter of afl thoſe excellent Qualities, 
for which Men are either loy'd or ddmir'd, Having 
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ſefc.bis Country about twelve years before in the 
y of an Uncle of his, who had the command 


com 
of \ Frobpios Horſe in Flanders, he bebav'd himſelf 
wich ſo much gallantry in thoſe parts, that he was in a 
ſhare exme x} cnet to. be Corner, under his Uncle, 
who dying, . he ſupply*d his place, and ſo continu'd 
twelve years in the ſervice of this Catholick Majelty, 
Philip che- Third, againſt the revolted Provinces of 
the Low-conncries. He was, at laſt, in compenſa- 
tion of his Services, hoftoured with the Order of 
Saint Fawes, wich the ordinary allowances belonging 
chereto, = 

During that part of the year, which makes. a kind 
of ceſſation of 'Arms in thoſe colder Countries , his 
aboad was inthe Ciry of Antwerpe, where, by certain 
Lerters:from Yalentia, he recerv'd the news of his 
Father's death , which made him, being the eldeſt, 
beir-of a very conſiderable eſtare. He might indeed 
now have lived plentifully on his own, and purſu'd 
bis pleaſures, as many other young Cavaliers did, who 
place-all rhe felicity of this Life in the infamous 


enjoyments thereof : Bur he, a ducitul Son of Ho- 


nour,. choſe rather to continue the exerciſes of War, 
and ſerve his Country, than by a ſudden exchange of 
employments, blaſt his reputation, and incutrr the 
reproach of a perſon imparienc of hardſhip , and 
toueh'd with a ſpice of effeminacy. This confide- 
ration diſcovers .him to be much more Qiay'd than 
| thoſe young Gentlemen, who prefer whole Skins, the 
ſhameful blandiſhmencs of Eaſe, and the warmth of 
their own Fires, before the honour, which a perſon 


truly: deſerving thar name ſhould endeavour to pur- 


chaſe in the ſervice of his Prince, Bur Do» Al/er- 
: F 3 anuarcr 
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ander conſidering withal, thar, he could not, upon this 
news of his Father's deach, avoid taking a journey to 
Valentia, to order the diſpoſal of his Eftate , the 
deſired leave todo it, of his moſt ſerene Highneſs 
the Arch-Duke Albert, who, 'finding the juſt occa- 
fion he had to go, eafily condeſcended, proffering 
him, at his return, whar advaticement he could rea- 
ſonably expe& : which oblig'd him ro make the 
more earneſt promiſes ro come back into Flanders, 
contrary to the preſumprions of many, who imagined, 
char he had made an Exit from the Military Stage, 
rhende forward to follow the more pleaſanc' diver- 

DS EDGE rr 
Being come to Yalentia, Where his Relations and 
Friends kindly entertained him; he began ro order 
rhe management of his affairs, not trifling away his 
rime 1n unprofitable diverſions, whereto young Men 
are but roo much addi&ed. ' For though he were a 
Souldier, yer was he no lover of Gaming , a diſpo- 
firion for which he was much to be commended, 
conſidering his Age and Quality + inaſmuch as G1- 
ming occaſions a thouſand tmisfortunes, and unhappy 
Kccigdents, Whereof there hid happened nor a few at 
Valextia, Nor was Don Alexander as yet any Way 
inclin'd to Love, though he could nor want occaſions 
to expreſs his Courtſhip, and how fat he had fludied 
the Myſteries of Love and 'Eloquence, fince wat 
added much tothe Luſtre of that Ciry, was the oreat 
number' of fair Ladies, ſhining in ir like ſo many 
ſtars. Bur his moſt ordinary employment was the 
exerciſing of his Horſes. Of theſe he had four ex- 
Ceilenr ones, extreamly well man#v'd, which he had 
bought in 1z4alufia, and on which he rode a hunting 
| ” —= ch2 


Cauſing him to remove a little d 


. alone, under the green Balcony, 
”cames to: find- our who made ir. Bur he had nor 


waited lons,: ere he could perceive, by the lighe of 


the Bulls, according to the cuſtom: of the Country, 
ſhewing himſelf, ar that ſport, more dextrous .than 
all choſe who were accounted the Bravos of the 
City. 
Tis a cuſtom in Va/entia, thar at rhe beginning of 
theSpring, for the ſpace of about fifteen days toge- 
ther,. moſt of rhe families of che Ciry go about the 
Silk-husbandry, which chey haye in the adjacent Vil- 
lages, Oneday, Don Alexander rid abroad into the 
Country, through that delightful Plain which 1s near 
2 Garden not far from Yalenmtia, known by the name 
of:the Monaſtery of our Lady of Hope, and having 


Fr mag afternoon abour thole pleaſant Gar- 
dens, 


refreſhing himſelf wich che ſweer ſcent of che 


Rowers of the Orenge-trees, whereof there 15 good 
. Rore chereabours, (the Sun being ſo low that ir ſeem'd 
.tobe equally divided between us and our Antipodes) 


he-paſe'd by a Conntry houſe nor far from the pleaſanc 
River of T #r1a,, where he heard, ata ſmall diltance, 


one playing on a-Lute, ſo well, thar he chought he had 
notheard any Muſick comparable to it before, He 


Ropp'd his horſe,” imagining the perſon playing on 
that-Inftrument ſp excellently might alſo ſing to ir. 


'He expe&ed a while with much impatience ; bur the 


Muſician putting the Infirument into ſeveral difte- 
rent Tunes, did not what he ſo much defired, waich 


was, to hear her voice. In the mean rime night came 
"on, and Don Alexander extremely delighted. wich 


the place he was in, gave his horſe to his Lacquey, and 
itance off, he aid 


whence the Muſick 
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'the Moon, that it wasa Lady, Who being oor inro 
that Balcony to take che advantage of a gentle wind 
- rhen blowing, began afreſh her delightful Muſick on 
the Luce, whereto ſhe join'd thatof an admirable 
voice, ſinging an Air, which made an abfolute con- 
queſt of char Heart,” wherein all che hardſhips of 
War had not made the leaſt breach. Whence we may 
_ deduce this Remark, Thar _ can do more ina 
minute, than Mars, ina Troy-fiege. = 
To ay the ſame thing again in other words, The 
excellencyof the Voice, and the tranſcendent nim- 
bleneſs of the hand, the compliance.and comperition 
| berween them; ſo raviſh'd our young Gallant, that 
he wiſh'd ſhe tight never give'over, at leaſt nor cill 
he were fariarced with chat pleaſure, - But the Lady 
laid by her Inſtrument, and leaning{her breaſt on the 
Balcony, though *rwere night, made a ſhift ro ſee the 
young Gallant, whom/her Muſick had ti*d ſo :long by 
rhe ears; who alſo perceiving her, would needs make 
his advantage of ſo bleſt an opportunity. So thar ger- 
ring as near her a$ he could, he broke forth into this 
Complement : © How infinitely happy muſt that 
& abſent Gentlemin be, Madam, (for in the Verſes 
ſhe had ſung, ſhe bemoan'd the abſence of a cer- 
rain perſon ). who deſerves ſo excellent a voice to 
 ©bzmoan his abſence. I ſhould be extremely glad of 
«© his acquairrance, that I mayygive him that of this 
« good news, that he is ſo obligingly bemoan'd by ſo 
©& deſerving a Lady as you ſeem to be. 
*  TheLady wondred ro find her ſelf ſurpriz'd, but 
recovering out of her aſtoniſhment, though ſhe knew 
not the perſon who had ſpoken to her,” ſhe gave him 
this Anſwer, - © Asto the Song you heard, Sir, you 
7 el - « are 
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&arenorto imagine it ſung out of any tenderneſs I 
«have for ſome perſon now far from me, and there- 
'$fore you may ſpare your ſelf the rrouble co learn 
\& who ir may be, and conſequently co cell him how 
* highly he is in; my favour, as you imagine, What 
&aflurance can I have of that, ſays Alexander, 
© knowing, by what I have heard from your own 
© mouth, che predominant paſſion of your. ſoul ? 
« How, I pray,. Sir, may you be concern'd in char, 
«C(zid ſhe to him > Very much, replies he ; for che 
*enchantmenc" of your voice hath been ſopowerful 
# over him who hath heard it, that it is not wirhour 
- reaſon he. requires aſſurances of whar he asks-you, 
. *ro prevent the diſquier, which he muſt ocherwiſe 
«c expe. , ; , 


She could nor forbear laughing ar this. diſcourſe 
of Don Alexander's, and telling him/wicball , that 
Women do prudently, when they are flattered,- nor 
. tobelieve any thing char Men ſay.corthem, in regard 
- they never ſpeak cruch, repreſenting things, nor as 
. they really are, bur a+ they appear ro cheir beguil'd 
. Imaginations,, © Wherein, I pray, ſays Alexander, 
*do you think, Madam, that I have told you any 
: «thing ſhort of rruch > Miſtake me not, rep/i'd ſhe, 
. *© I donot charge you with a coming ſhorty but going 

* much beyondir, for youare ſo prodigal of your 
$commendations of a perſon you are yer very little 
- Excquainred with, nay have. not ſo much as well 
&« view'd, that, you muſt eicher laugh at my fimph- 
\ Cciry, or think me a ereat admirer of my ſelf, 1f I 
. «ſhould credit what you- ſay. To convince you of 
© either your errour or palpable flattery, of many, 1 
- * need anely give you this one inſtance, that, m_ 
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«1. my ſelf, and erhers whoſe judgments I dare cruſt, 
*« think I do nor fins tolerably well, you would make 
& me believe, that my-voice hath rais'd you into ec. 
*afies, when another would net have a minure's 
«& patience to hear me, Nay, Madam, replies hr, 
«rake heed your reproaches rebound not upon your 
«ſelf, diſparace 'not your ſelf ſofar, and flight nor 


& Truth ſo muchas tocall her by any other name than . 


*herown;; you have an admirable voice, and the 
<«& fubje& of the words you ſuns muſt needs be ſuch, 
*Fnee.tr is not co be imagin'd you ſting them in vain, 
«To make them perfe, there needs -onely the mix- 
_ Erureof a lictle jealoufie, were ir not rhat [the happy 
*man, upon whole account thoſe words were made, 
** knowing your worth, cannot give you any. 
| - Uponthis che Lady remov'd from'the place where 
ſhe: was, that ſhe might more commodiouſly pro- 
'ce9d in her diſcourſe with Dor Mexarder, (though 
" The !'knew him not) for ſhe imavgin'd he could nor 


rH ar-thar rate without ſome'#round, Which made 


— hetfay to him, **TF you make any compariſon be- 
<*rween that enchintment you ſpeak of, and the ſu- 
*< ſp1cion you ſeen to have, T can affure you, that you 
are very well read in the art of 'Flattery, : and 
< therefore I beſeech you, attribute-not a melancholy 
** humour Tam ſubje& ro, to any reerer occafion'd 
by the abſence of any perſon, for I was never yer 
* troubled with any ſuch thing, and'I think ſhall not 
as long as I'live: IT would give all Tam worth in 
* the world, ſays-he, condirionally'whar you Fay were 
'**true. Would your hazard be very oreac tin; thar, 
_ replied ſhe ? Very little, ſaid he, conſidering the 
"account upon-whieh I proffer it 3 -bur-I' ſhoufd ſay 
| wt 
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« no leſs were I poſleſs'd of all the world, and think 


«ir well beſtow'd. Iam extremely happy, anſwers 


«he Lady, to hear things ſo highly ſpoken ro my 
& adyantape 3 but I ſhould be tranſcendently vain, to 
& imagine I ſhovld raiſe love in any perſon before 1 
«am ſeen by him ; nay, I dare premiſe you, that 3f you 
& had ſeen_my face, you would not haply be ſo re- 
«ſolute. - My hearing cannot deceive me, rep/res he, 
&« and I preſume, that che perſon, who is ſo excellent 
& co ſatisfie char-pare, may berthe like in other things, 
&« which che envious might permits me nota view of 
{car preſent. And whey you conſider, that in the 
« diſcourſe I have had with you, I have. nor calk'd 
of beams, nor ſplendor, nor us'd thoſe exprefiions, 
{which they ſeem tohave Rudied ; who with affe- 
«ted Hyperboles, make ir their buſinefs.co' flatrer 
©and abuſe Ladies, you ſhould in ſome meaſure 
« aſſure your ſelf, chat 1-begin- co conceive an. un- 
« fejoned paſhon for you, Well, ro humour you a 
& lircle, ſays ſhe, I have ſome inclination ro believe 
«you, Which will be much confirm'd, if you tell 
« me who you are, TIhavea deſire, ſaid he to her, 
« firſt to deſerve it by my ſervices, that, in caſe there 
& may be any thing wanting in me, aSto Quality, 
« thoſe I hope to render you may ſupply the defe&t. 
<« Nay then Tam fſarisffd, ſaid ſhe, that you area per- 
© ſon of Quality, when you have ſuch a diſtruſt of 
& your ſelf, Pardon me that I am forc'd ro Jeave yon, 
* for Thear my ſelf call'd ro receive ſome company 
« newly come into the houſe, and if I ſhould nor im- 
&« mediately be gone, ſome would come and find me 
& here. Dome the favour then, ſays Alexander, to 


& oive me leave to wait on you here to morrow ar- 


« this 
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« this time. I know not whether -it may be in my 
« rewer, ſaid fhe to him, however do you not fail to 
& come hirher ; and though ſomething may prevenc 

« my giving you the meeting, yer ſhall Irhink m 
« ſelf very much oblig'd to you. I ſhall tnfallibly ex- 
& ve you, replies the enanmur'd Gallant, more fix'd 
«in my reſolution than-the Stars, you ſee, are in the 
&« firmamenr, Your faſt words, repli'd ſhe, 1f I can- 
& not-{leep to night, millfind my.choughts a diverſton 
©« ro.deceive the dull ſeaſon ; but when you come 
& nexr, Ibeſegch you, be not ſo liberal of your Hy- 
<« perboles, me-thinks they-grate the ear, and I think 
& all char uſe chem great Flatrerers, and conſequently 
©<no great honourers of Truch, eſpecially confidering 
« how meanly 1 deſerve, Dy; 
 Havingſaidthus, and given him a very obliging 
ſalure, ſhe gor out of the Balcony, leavins Alexar- 
der in a little diſturbance, to ſee rhar ſhe lefr him ſo 
ſoon : 'for he was extremely taken as well with the 
excellency of her voice, asthar of her diſcourſe. He 
had a etear deſire co know. who ſhe was, and ſhe had 
the ſame curioſity concerning him, for ſhe imme- 
diarely commanded a ſervant to follow him, and nor 
to return £1ill he had diſcover'd who he was : which 
he did without much crouble, inaſmuch as nor far 
rhence, he ſaw him, get up on horſe-bick, and knew 
him, and: preſently recurn'd with the news to his 
Miftris, who was over-Jjoy'd to hear it was Dox Alz- 
xander, of whom ſhe h1d heard ſuch noble things, and 
_ behave himſelf ſo galantly.at the Hunting of che 
s. | 
Don Alexander, being come home, enguir*d of a 
/Neighbour of his, who chat Lady might bs whom 
h=! 
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he had ſpoken ; and deſcribing co him che place 


Iſabella, ( the Sir-name, for ſome reaſon, 1 ſhall for- 
hear ) a Lady of great repute in the City, and of 
extraordinary endowments, whoſe underſtanding was 
equal to her beauty, ,Dauglter to one Don Berenguel 
Amomo, a perſon of great fame for his long ſervices 
inthe Wars, who having quitrted the Milicary life, 
and Married, well advanc'd in years, had lefc char 


fair Daughter, who was then Fatherleſs and Mother-_ 


eſs, with a very inconſiderable fortune ; in regard 
her Father's eſtate confifted moſt in Penſions be- 
ftow'd on him by King Philip the Second, in requital 
of his Services, This Lady liv'd wich an Aunt of 
hers, an ancient Gentlewoman, who for the moſt part 
kept her Bed, and was then retir'd to that Country- 
houſe, to look after her Silk-husbandry. 
| Thus was Alexander fully inform'd of all he de- 
fir'd ro know, rhough he had already had a particular 
accompt of rhe perfetions which made the Ciry of 
V alentia full of diſcourſes of her Beauty and Wir, 
which was ſuch that ſhe had the repuration of wri= 
ting 900d Verſes, a quality very recommendable in a 
perſon of her Sex and Quality. Alexander had 
never ſeen her, and was very defirous to do it, even 
before he had ſeen her; and underſtanding ſhe Liv'd 
at thar Country-honſe, his defire was the more en- 
flam'd * which made him Ride abroad the oftner, 
hopine to be favour*d with ſuch another opportnnity 
\ ashe had metwith before. Bur he had nor that hap- 
pineſs a good while, her Aunt being ſo tick, thac ſhe 
" could not ſtir our of the room where ſhe lay. About 


fifteen days afcerwards, the old Gentlewoman being 
a 


where ſhe Liv'd, he underſtood her name was Donna 
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| alictle recover'd, ſhe had the liberty to go and ſee 


the Profeſſion of a Nun, at the Royal Monaſtery of 
Zaida, which was not far from the Country-houſe ; 
At which Ceremony all che Gallanctry of Fallen, 
of both Sexes, was preſent. Donna Iſabella came 
thicher alſo, bur having her face cover'd wich her 


Mantle, and attended onely by one of her Women, 


ſhe got into a lictle obſcure Chappel- _ 
Alexander, on the other ſide, who fail*d not to be 


there, hoping to meet her, on whom he had faſten'd 
his affeRions, wondred very much that he found her 
not among the other Ladies ; and ſuſpeC&ing fhe 
might be one of thoſe who were rectir'd into that 
Chappel, and had their faces cover'd with their 
Mantles, he wenc in to them, with ewo other friends, 
ro whom he ſaid, ( preſuming it was ſhe as ſoon as he 
ſaw her ) © The new-made Nun is nor much ob- 


« He'dto theſe Ladies, who retire to a place, whence 


<« they cannot ſee thoſe Ceremonies, which all che 
«© reſt are ſo defirous to do : bur I attribute this in- 
« difference to the lictle inclination they have co 
« become Nuns. 1ſabel!a was not a little pleas'd to 
ſee Alexander, whom the had before obſerv'd in the 
Church, and wiſh'd not ſo well attended as he then 
was. However, changing her Voice, ſhe return'd 
him this anſwer. © Being not invited to this Feaſt, 
« we cannot expect the ſame welcome as thoſe that 
« zre : And for the lirtle curiofiry we diſcover to ſee 
«rhe Ceremomies uſed, at the reception of a Nun, 
© having ſeen the like ſeveral rimes before, we do 
© not much mind this, in regard che ſeeing of ir bur 
< once is enough to farisfie a perſon inclinable to be 
<« a Nun. Nay then, I ſee, ſays one of Alexander's 
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« friends, that you are not of their number who-haye 
« »defizxe to enter into that Profeſſion. I have no 
« Anſwer to make you as to that, reply'd ſhe, ſave 
« rhara perſon cannot enter into this ſtare of Life, 
«ynſels he be thereto called by Ged, a favour I do 
«nor yet find in thy ſelf chac ſhe hath doneme, We 
«© may chen, repl:es Alexander, infer: from this diſ- 
« courſe of yours, that you are not Married, but de- 
«© firous to be ſo» What my inclinarions are, as to 
© Marriage, ſa:d ſhe, Iam not oblig'd to give you 
© any accompr, who are very far from being relared 
© co me ſo nearly, as that I ſhould acquaine you wirh 
« my reſolution in a buſineſs of chat concernmenc. 
* However, you may ſatisfie us ſo far, Madam, ſays 
& Alexander, as to let us know, which condition of 
«Life you would rather chooſe. Which I pray, Sir, 
«© would you adviſe me to, ſad (he ro him ? Thar of 
« Matrimony, ſays Alexander, What , whether I 
«© have tke accommodations requiſite to enter into 
© char ſtate, or not ? rep/y'd ſhe, If all be wanting, 
« ſays he to her, you muſt endeavour to forget your 
* ſelf ,, for ſhe who is not born to be a Nun, and can- 
* not be Married, mufi remain Newrter, as being 
©* uncapable of both. I could very well follow thac 
* advice, ſaid ſhe, But if you pleaſe, Madam, ſays 
« Alexander, to diſcover, whar your Mantle per- 
- mits us not to ſee, I will give you a better ad- 

Vice. - 

Coming up nearer her, as if he were confident of 
that favour, ſhe mer his deſires, and purpoſely gave 
him a full view of one of her fair Eyes, which Alex- 
ander's ewo friends alſo rook notice of, © Tf che 


& advice you intend to give me, ſaid ſhe, ſhould 
&© prove 
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« proye to my diſadyantage, 'twere better, I ſhould 
cc -h continue undiſcoyer 'd, rhough. to hear your 
« advice; I ſhouldnor think it much to anſwer your 
« expectation. That can do you ne prejudice, ſays 


« Alexander ts her, in recard we have obſerv'd ſome ll 


« rhinos which aſſure us, chat you ought to chooſe the 
« fare of Matrimony, in which you would make 
« the perſon you ſhould think worthy your enjoy- 
« ments, che happieſt Man in the world : Nay, ereI 
« know any more of you than I do already, I wiſh 
« my ſelf the perſon, for whom that felicity is re- 
« ſery'd. His two friends affirm'd, the ſame thing 
on their own behalf, being extreamly ſatisfy'd with 
her Wit; and the lirtle rhey had ſeen of her Pace. 
« Can there be any happineſs comparable..co mine, 
&« [aid ſhe, who have three ſuch handſome Perſons ar 
« my Devotion, of whom rt is in my power ro make 
« one the happieſt Man inthe World > Well, Gen- 
<« tlemen, fnce you cannot expe& I ſhould make a 
« ſudden choice in a buſineſs of rhis concern, you 
« wilt give me lexve to examine your ſeveral pers 
« fe&tions, thar I may picch upon, him, who, in my 
<< judgement, may pretend co moſt, 

- Upon that every one beoan to celebrate his own 
worth, and undervalue his Comperticors. They 
paſs'd away ſome time in that pleaſant diſcourſe, 
withour any oftence taken , though the place they 
were in ſhould have minded them, that ſome other 
' Converſation would have been more ſuitable : Bur 
now a-days, young people are grown ro that height 
_ of Profaneneſs, that they make lircle difference be- 
eween Churches and Exchanges. Bur the Lady having 
had the patience to hear what every one had co ſay on 


his 
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kis own behalf, ſhe anſwer'd chem alcogether, chus ; 
.« T am fully inform'd of the qualicies, and deſerts of 
« Perſons every Way ſo excellent ; I. am now to 
« adviſe with my Pillow, to know which of the three 
_ © T ſhould prefer, though to cell you che truth, I have 
« ma manner reſoly'd upen my choice already, find- 
« ing in my ſelf a {tronger inclination for one of the 
& chree than for eicher of the other two. The perſon 
. «I mean hath many excellence qualities , bur the 
& particular inducement I have co chink him worthy 
« my approbation, 1s, that I knaw him tq, be a very 
&« oreat Wit ; all Thave co obje& againſt him, is, 
« chat he fears I am already engag'd ro ſome orher, 
« whence 1 infer he is jealous, and conſequently of 
© an ill nature, 9, Is 
Alexander immediately apprehended ſhe ſpoke af 
kim, refle&ing on what had paſt in cheir diſcourſe the 
fir time he had ſeen her. The time being come for 
people ro go out of the Church, the three Lovers 
our-vy'd one the other to find our paſſionare comple» 
ments to take leave of the Lady, Alexander pur- 
poſely ſtaying to be the laſt, onely co whiſper theſe 
words to her. © "Tis too great a. Tyranny, Madam, 
«© rowards a Servant fo paſſionately yours, in ſo long 
«© cime not to venchſate him a fuſl ſighr of you : I 
& beſeech you, be more kind co him hereafter, leaft 
_ C your furcher- diſdain may have ſome fatal efte&s 
« on him. The indiſpoſition of an Aunt, 7ep/'d ſhe, 
« whom I muſt conſtancly attend, I hope, you will 
© think an allowable excuſe ; and whar I cell you is 


« much more rrue, than che expreſſions you make ro. 


&« me of your Love. But I will endeavour your (a- 


S tiefaion, and pur a period to your complaints, 
0 & when, 
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_ « when, poſſibly, you leaſt expe@it. Alexander 

| hadnor the time to make her any Anſwer, and ſo he 

_ parted from her, leaving her deeply in Love, and 

excreamly defirous to diſcourſe with lim more ar lei- 
_ *\ures. 
| Some few days after, Fortune favour'd her with an 
opporcunity to her own wiſhes, /at rhe ſame Balcony 
where he had ſpoken ro her the firſt time. As ſoon as 
| ſhe perceiv'd Alexander, ſhe came down, and they 
diſcours'd a long cime together without any interrup- 
'tioti« The effe& of rhis interview and long confe- 
| ence, upon Alexander, was, that his Love, before 
_ «lictle betrer chan kindled, now broke forth into a 
flame. 1/abe//xcame not much behind him, yer had 
that command of her paſſion, as not to grant him the 
oreateſt kindneſs that can happen between perſons of 
different Sexes, though it were our of this onely re- 
fleMon, that to have done it, ar the firſt inrerview, 
would have argu'd ſuch a compliance and eaſineſs of 
"Narure, as no Violence of aftetion ſhould ever be 
able to excuſe. | | 
Alexander being now fully farisfy'd that 7/abel!; 
was botha great Wir, and a great Beauty, writ [e- 
veral Love-letters to ber, and the better to expreſs 
. his paſſion, he alſo ſent her ſome Verſes of his own 
compoſure, ſabella knew, that 4lexaxder, among 
fo many other qualities he had acquir'd, was alſo skil- 
ful tn Poetry, and conſequently was the more fur- 
Þris'd and fatisfy'd therewith, 'Some of his Miſſives 
ſhe very modeſtly anſweredinn theſe rearms, 


 Thz 
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Þ 
"ow fair Iſabella found out an expedient to con. 
_ vey this Letter into the hands of Don Alexander, her 
newly caught Gallant, who, defirous to ſer himſelf 
right in che opinion of his Miſtreſs, and aflure her of 
the fluency of his ſtyle in chings of this kind, caus'd 
the Meſſenger to Ray, and take along with him his 
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Poe thn, Mad, fo tht ou prcire yu 
I wn ſatisfafiion,; you care not. what incomve- 
ences 1 may run into ;. ſince that. to-be more mo- 
erate 11 your. praiſes (as you ſeen to defrre) cannot 
_ be mitbout. ſomuch- the greater prejudice. to my 
reputation, in. that. I think. my ſelffar ſhort of 
traiſcendency, 13 that particular, aud 1 am forc'd 
to bring tn hs exceſs of my Love, to upply the de- 
fefts of my Poetry, ..That. I ay, ther ore-be- m0 
more guiltyof ſuch.a crime; 4 will benceforth ex- 
preſs my ſelf in Proſe, and tn ſame meaſure do what 
os commard.me.. 1n your Letter, \ You would find 
tt wo great difficulty to. beljeveme, if you. new 
what 1feel ; nay though out of modeſty yas pretend 
tobe rgnorantof it, 1 defieyouto do it, - wileſs 
withoI ou refolue never to conſuls your left ar 
more. Well, Madam, it may be the time of your 
corverſzon. 16.n0t yet come, when.it ſhall, youy eyes 
will be opened, and you ſhall find, that, of all the 

r hearts, 
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hearts, ſubag'd by the charms of your Beauty, mine 
may baply be the leaft, but mithal the moſt paſſio- 
aate captrue. Time, which grues all things thetr 
birth, perfeRion, and period, ſhall be the Tuuch- 
Fore, to try whether this be Truth or Fiftton ;, nay 
lege it to the ſame old Gentleman to aſſure you 
if a thing, you yet pretend to be 1guorant of, which 
$, that, while 1 live, you ſhall beſols Sovereign 
Miſtreſs and Diretreſs of my 1nclinations, And 
then haply good nature, gratitude, and generoſity 
will rather adviſe you to acknowledgements of the 
love 1 bear you, than a reſentment of the injurtes 
you charge me withal, | 


_ This Letter gave /abe//arhar ſarisfaction concern- 
ine her new Gallant, which ſhe expeAed. The fre- 
venc viſits were continu'd of Alexander's fide, and 
he Epiſtolary correſpondence on both fides : fo thar 
the inclinations they had one to another were, by 
theſe degrees, h2ightned intoa noble flame of mv- 
tual love. His Miſtreſs commanded him above all 
things to keep his pretenſions to her very ſecrer, 
which he inviolably promis*d to do. Nay ſhe was ſo 
ſcrupulous as to thar particular, thar if in the Church, 
or ſome other publick place, her Gallant did ſo much. 
ascaſt his Eye on her, in che company of ſome friend, 


ſhe immediately imagin'd, that he acquainted him 


with his paſſion $ and, as if ſhe had heard all cheir diſ- 
courſe, ſhe fail*d not to ſend him a Lecrer concern- 
ing it, if ſhe could nor ſee him time enough, thar he 


mioht receive her reproaches bimfelfs Alexander 
n ; 5 
G 3 clear*d 
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clear'd himſelf che beſt he could, ll affuring her of 
the contrary 3 and-enflim'd' with. fove and 1hdionz. 
rion, all he coutd' do:was''ro diſpel char. difidence, 
which troubled him extremely. ..Bucrhe ſane Loye, 
which is wont roreconcile the leſſer differences and 
diflarisfaRions that happen between Lovers, helps 
them aſſo our of the greateſt and midft difficuft. *Twas 
Alex2iders defien romarty this Lady, though her 
fortunes were very tow's bur he delay'd the doing of 
it, tall he had effected *#bufineſs he-was then engae'd 
ro-profecure. His Uncle and. himſelf. had-done che 
Kin® very conſiderable ſervices in"F laaders, for ma- 
ny years together, and he was then making his ap- 
plicarions to his Majeſty for ſome Command in com- 
penſation thereof. And the obftruMtons and delays 
he met with in that affair contribured more to his 
afrer-happineſs, chan the expedicion could have dope; 
as will appear anon. TY | 
" Tſabeila had taken order thar he ſhould nor be 

ſeen inthe Rreet where ſhe liv'd, much leſs look up 
to her Window to be ſeen by her, and it was punQu- 
ally obſerv'd by Alexarder, who was not known to 
have given her a meeting any where. Bur ſhe her ſelf 
was the firft forvor whar ſhe had enjoin'd ; ir hap- 
pen'd chvs. During the time of the Carnaval, which, 
in F alentia, is celebrated with Maſcarades, Balls, 
Tiltings and Diſguizes, Alexander had in ſome 
of theſe mer with his Miſtreſs, yer without diſcovery 
of more than ordinary . kindneſs between them , 
rhongh they had talk'd, and danc'd together. One 
ev-nitte, after the Ball, cherewasto bea meering 
of. certain Ladies, at the houſe of a Friend of 
Iſabells, towhich ſhe with ſome others had been 
| 7 inviteds 
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:nviteds, Alexander and ſome other friends of his 
were'to be there, nor in order to any Ball, bur onely 
co difcaurſe. 1ſabell/a came there berimes before 
:ny of the reſt, and ſoon after her a Woman, very 
ſumpcuouſly atcir'd, atrended by ryo Gentlemen- 
Uſhers of her own retinue, whom her morher had 
ordered ro waic on her to that Neighbour's houſe, 
Who Was very much her friend. Alexander coming 
into the Room, was very kindly receiv'd by the La- 
dies then preſent, whom he endeavour'd to entertain 
the moſt lovingly he could, till the reft of the Com» 
pany were come in, The Lady who came in laſt rife 
from her ſear to goand look upon a piece of Tapt- 
ſry, that was in the room, wherein there were re- 
preſented lighted Torches ; the admiration ſhe ex- 
preſs'd at the excellency of the workmanſhip, oblig'd 
Alexander to come alſo to ſeeic, There was pen, 
ink and paper upon the Table z Laodam:a ( ſo was 
the Lady call'd ) rook the pen in her hand, and dreyy 
ſeveral ſtroaks upon the paper 3 Alexander cook oc- 
cafion to commend all ſhe did with ſuch high com- 
plements, that his Miftreſs, who was alrexidy poſ- 
ſeſs'd with a jealouſie, to ſee him ſo near her, was al- 
moſt ready ro burſt with indignation to hear tiem. 
_ He, minding onely his own diverſion in all he did, 
took no notice of it ; nay on the contrary, Leng ac- 
quainted with Laedamia, through her Brother's 
means, whom he often viſited, and a perſon of muca 
freedom in his behaviour, he continu'd his game- 
ſome humour, and ſnarch'd out of her hand a pen the 
was making ro write withal. After whicn, having 
daſh'd alittle ink upon her hand, he jeftingly rold 
Fer, that the blackneſs of the ink never appear'a lets 
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than ir did then. She pretending to be diſpleas'd ar 
chat freedom, pave him a clap on the ſhoulder with 
her hand, ro ger off the ink; bur perceivinghe laugh'd 
it the revenge ſhe had raken, ſhe gave him another 
harder than the former. 7ſabella, who minded their 
jeaſting more than what was ſaid to her by the Mi- 
areſs of the houſe, ( with whom ſhe was then diſ- 
courfing ) arts like a fury from-her ſeat, and nor 
conſidering What ſhe was doing, gave Alexander 
ſuch a blow over the face, that his noſe bled, The 
poor man Was extremely ſtartled at it, and all he 
could dowas to take a handkerchief out of his pocket, 
ro receive the bloud; telling his Miſtreſs, very coldly, 


« Well, Madarh, you ſee, I have kept the ſecrer you 


« committed ro my truſt ; you have firſt reveal'd ir, 
&« and tranſereſs'd the Law yon bad made your ſelf. 
Concluding this reproach with a low Congy, he quit- 
red the Room, and went home: . | 
| Tſabella had nb ſooner given the blow, bur ſhe 
was infinicely troubled ar ir, nor ſo much our of the 
reſpec ſhe bore td the Miſtreſs of the houſe, who 
was her intimate friend, as for her, who had occa- 
' fhon'd her jealouſie, Inthis Interval, her Siſters, up- 
on whoſe accompt this meeting hid been appoinced, 
coming into the houſe, ſabe/{ahad the opportunity 
co retire with her friends into another room. 
Being got together, onely they twoy © My deareſt 
& Iſabella, ſays her friend to her, what do you think 
* of 2 How are you grown another perſon than what 
© 1 have ever known you? I have hitherto admir'd 
** your modeſty arid reſerv'dneſs ; how you ſhould 
** now beguilry of ſuch a miſcarriage in Behaviour, is 


o the matrer of my aſtoniſhment. The aRion you 


« hve 


« have done, aflures me, Without your ſpeaking,whar, 
«;n many Words, you ſhould hardly have perſuaded 
« mero, I was ignorant of this AﬀeQtion of yours, 
« hecanſe you ever kepr it ſecret ; and fince TI know 
jt by this diſcovery, Iam more oblig*d ro your 
« Jealoufie, thah your Friendſhip. Alexander is a 
perſon of worth and quality 3 I am very-glad he is 
« your Servant. You may hence-forward publickly 
« own him, for it is to no purpoſe rodiflemble. 
Iſabella was ar ſuch a loſs, that ſhe knew nor 
what coanſwer : bur havine a little recover*d her ſelf, 
«I muſt acknowledoe, my deareſt Acquaintance, 
« repli'd ſhe, fince rhis eruption of my jealouſie and 
« indignation hath berrajd me, that Alexander is 
« my humble Servant; my inconfiderate paſſion, 
« bath, to my ſhame, diſcover'd what I kept nor 
« onely from your knowledge, bur that of all orhers, 
© I muſt acknowledoee, I ſay, that Alexander ſerves 
9 me with a violent paſſion, which yer exceeds not 
« the affeRion I have for him. I never ſaw him ſo 
© indifferent, as he diſcover'd himſelf in this laſt 
«a&ion ; his familiarity with Laodamia touch'd me 
fro the quick, That ſhort fury, which we commonly 
«call jealoufie, forc'd me to that extrayaganc diſ- 
© covery of my love. Since whats paſt cannor be re- 
&® callPd, ſays her Friend to her, letus find out ſome 
« remedy to alleviare the inconvenience, for ir is 
not fit we ſhould be depriv'd of Alexander's good 
© company, nor he of the pleaſure of this meering. 
<« Beſides, we ſhould nor give Laodamia the time 
©« to make any reflection on this accident, or conceive 
*{ apprehenſions which would be diſadvantageons ro 
©vou, What is to be done in this conjunEture, re- 
| | | © 9/1'4 
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« »/;'d the jealons Lady ? The onely way I can think 
& of, ſays her friend, 1s, immedutely to write to him, 


She follow'd her advice, and ſent him theſe Lines. 


THE LETTER, 


Love, though expreſs'd wit 
are rather to be accoumted fauours than affronts, 
by a Lover, whoſeſoul exbales a ſincere paſſion to- 
wards bis Miſtreſs, The injury I have done my 


elf in wounding my reſerV'dneſs, 1s greater thai 


the violence you will do your ſelf 1n paſſing by 
what 1s row paſt, It much concerns my reputation, 
that you immediately return to the Meettag. But 
zf you perſiſt 1n your reſentment, you will bave 


further occaſ#on, rf the loſs of my favour may gtve 


you any. 


A Meſſenger was immediarely ſent with this Lec- 
ter to Alexander, who expreſs*'d much gladneſs at rhe 
receipt of it, and, without any recolleC&tion, obey'd 
his Miſtreſs, as being ſatisf'd in mind, thar nothing 
diſcovers a real pafſion more chan jealouſie. He comes 
very gatly into the room where the Ladies were, 
which Laodamia perceiving was not a little troubled, 
for ſhe doubred not of his being in love with 1/a- 
bella, though ſhe thought ſo well of him as ro with 
he had rarher addreſs'd his affe&ions to her ſet. 

Alexander, finding himſelf in the preſence of 
Iſabella, thought it nor. fir to ſpeak to any other, ere 


A 
\s 


Ealoufies, when they are ly the effets of 
ſome harſhaeſs, 


{ 
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he had firſt afſur'd her of his compliance with her de- 


ſires- Approaching her wich a graceful ſmile, he 


' made her this complement, *<T have confider'd this 
& room Wich as much reſpect 4s if it had been a Tem- 
« ple, and your perſon no leſs, fince it nor onely kept 
« me from profanihg che one, and offering any vio- 
© lence to rhe orher, but alſo from revenging my ſelf 
&« by that kind of Duel, which che Law permits be- 
©rween Gallants and their Miftrefſes. /ſ[abella re- 


«5/;d, Being ſo muchy as I am, a Servant to Madam 


* Laodamia, I have taken upon my account the af- 
* front you have done her, when ſhe would have 
© ſhewn you a kindneſs, never thinking of any Law 
E char permits a man ro revenge himſelf ofa Lady 
«by way of Duellins. Landamia, knowing that that 
indiſcreer ation of Tſabel/a's proceeded meerly 
from her jealoufie, would not be engag'd in her ex- 
cuſe, ſo that ſhe'very confidently made anſwer thus. 
*«There was never ſo creat a familiarity berween us, 
«Madam, as might oblige you to rake my part with 
« ſo much paſſion, in an occaGion wherein I ſhould 
&© not have wanted confidence' to revenge my ſelf : 
& bur not knowIng any thing that ſhould oblige me 
«to jealoufie, and thinking nor the affront done to 
© me ſo great as you would perſuade me 1t were, 


*© my precipitation was not accordingly ſo great as 
<« yours, Iam very elad you make me the riddle of 


& your interprerarions ; let them be though ſuch by 
< whom you pleaſe , -bur for my part, I have already 
« oiven them a more eaſie ſolution, ſuch as none in 
&©the company can be ignorant of, Iſabella not a lit- 
tle mov'd at the freedom of thar diſcourſe, would 


have repli'd 3 bur the Miſtreſs of rhe houſe wwvilling 
the 
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_ the difference ſhould go any further, interrupted 


them, and oblio'd them to fir down, for ſeveral other 


Ladies were coming into the room. 


Alexander was, that night, not onely very ſum- 
ptuous in his habilimencs, but alſo full of excellenc 
diſcourſes, inſomuch that there were few Ladies in 
the company, who were not much taken with him, 
amon? whom Lamdama was the molt concern'd 


_ ofany. Her thoughts were full of what had hapned 


berween her and /ſabe/la, and ſhe was now reſolv'd 
couſe all che artifices ſhe could, to get away thar 
Gallant from her : wherein ar laſt ſhe had her defire, 
as ſhall be ſeen anon. 

Allche favours which Alexaxder receiv'd of this 
Miſtreſs, were done by her with extraordinary de- 
monſirations of affe&ion, for indeed the Lady had a 
oreater kindneſs for him than any other, though ar 
that very time ſhe loy'd another abſent Gentleman, 
whom ſhe had eranted more particular favours than 


_ ever ſhe had Alexander. For the Gallant then abſenr 


had receiv'd of her by way kindneſs, what in ma- 
rrimony 1s called Benevolence, and conſequently had 
ſhe not been loſt roall modeſty, ſhe would have kepr 
che promiſe ſhe had made him, ſince the breakins of 
that and her own Reputation' were not diſtinct 

actions, | 
This Gallant of hers, whoſe name was Dew Fer- 
and Corella, had made a journey to Madrid, to pro- 
ſecure a Sure at Lay againſt the Count of Concer- 
tayna, his Uncle, for a conſiderable Eſtate in Lands, 
wich at laſt was decided in the Sovereien Council 
of Arragon, He was retutn'd to Valentia, with a De- 
Cree Co put him into poſſeſſion of the ſaid Eftare, 
which 


7 * $ 


which amounted to two thouſand Crowns per ann. 
Iſabella was extremely pur to ber ſhifts, nor know- 
ing how ſhe ſhould keep in with both theſe Gallanrs, 
and. ſatisfie them at the ſame time, She confider'd 
that her Honour was engag'd with Dor Fernand, and 
her Love with Alexander her affeRion being ſo 
much the more heightned cowards the lacter in re- 
quital of his afſiduous attendances, as it was remitred 
rowards the former, by reaſon of his abſence, So 
that 1t is as much a miracle to ſee ſome Women for- 


os 


ger their engagements, (when they ro whom they are 
made are once out of fight) and mind onely the pre- 
ſent enjoyments, as to ſee Geeſe co barefoot, | 
' + Bur as drowning perſons will catch ar any thing, 
and the diftreſs'd are commonly glad of any advice. 
This Lady, whom we repreſented before one of che 
greaceft Wits of her Nation , reduc' 
miry, muſt needs adviſe with a Maid, whoſe fidelity 
and ſecrecie ſhe had great aſſurances of, reſolving 
in herſelf to find out ſome expedienr, whereby ſhe 
might make ſure of the one and not loſe the other. 
She receiv'd Dox Fernard into the Houſe, in the 
niehr, thinking ſhe could nor'civilly deny him the 
reiceration of a kindneſs ſhe had once granted him ; 
and ſhe kept the other in hand wich Love-letters, al- 


lowing him nor to ſee heras often as he defir'd, as 


well to add fuel ro his love, asthar the other, whom 
ſhe was more oblig'd co fayour, might have the freer 
acceſs. Her excuſe to Alexander was, that ſhe want- 
<d not over-ſeers, thar her friends were very ſhie in 
point of Honour, that one of them .watch'd her day 
and night, and that the greateſt pleaſure he could do 
— her, was, to forbear paſſing through the freer where 
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ſhe liv'd, till ſhe had aflur'd him chat the coaſt were 
clear. Alexander who really lov'd her, and ſnſpeQed 
noching of che impoſture; eafily crediced all ſhe ſaid, 
and punQually obey*d her. FL - 
Don Fernand was willing to requite the kindneſs 
he had receiv'd from her, by marrying her ; bur having 
2 mother alive who would not have been well pleas'? 
with that marriage, he took occaſiento :put it off, 
hoping 1t would nor. be long ere ſhe were remov'd 
our of the way, as being . very ancient... .So. that he 
paſs'd away the time very jocundly with his Miſtreſs, 
while ſhe, by her -cunning inſinuations and arrifices, 
endeavour'd to bring. Alexavder. into. a fool's. para- 
diſe, and make him believe all proceeded from af- 
RR. 1]... i 
\ There hapned abour this cime 2 difference be- 
tween . Alexander and another Gentleman, of che 
moſt eminenr aboutthe City, whoſe name was Doz 
Garceras, as they were playing ar Tennis. Some 
Friends interpos'd between them , and *twas con- 
ceiv'd they were. made friends ; bur the reconcilia- 
tion,proy”d ſuch as neither was ſatisfi'd. Alexander 
was a perſon of a generaus open-narure, grounding 
his gallantry on the emploiments he had had in Fla;:- 
ders, and imagining that no man, having anything 
to ſay to himy would doit otherwiſe than by the ways 
of Honour. Bur his .Adverſary, conceiving he-had 
more reaſon to be offended chan the orher, who had 
nor .expreſs'd ſo much reſentmenc, . ſmother'd his 
malice, in hopes. of an opporcunicy, wherein he might 
revenge :mlſelf with adyantage. _- _ - 
© Dax Fernavd was pone to a certain. place in- the 
Country, where he fiaid three or four days. 1ſabella, 
Lo RE. 
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who had a great kindneſs for-Alexander, ſenc him 


word to comme to herhouſe in the night, bur ſo ſe- 


cretly and with ſuch caution that none mighr per- 
ceive it, inaſmuch as the freedom ſhe gave him, con- 
cern'd her reputation in the higheſt degree. The 
 Amorous Canalier obey'd her in this, as he had done 
in many orher things ſhe had commanded him, com- 
ing thicher ac ſuch hours as it was nor likely any 
thould ſee him. Thus, by his creduliry he promoted 
rhe defigns of the ſubtil woman, who would craftily 
make the moſt of both her Gallancs, ſo thar, pre- 
renting their being jealous of one another, nay, know- 
ing thar they were Rivals, ſhe oull'd chem borh. 
Had ſhe been free to make her own choice, no d6ubr, 
ſhe would have picch'd upon Alexander for 'her 
Husband. Bur Fern-ard beinos aforehand with her, 
ſhe could do no leſs, though *'rwere onely out- of a 
fear to loſe him, and prevent the reproaches he mighec 
make her, chan keep him ſtill in play, and expe& rhe 
'performance of the promiſe he had made 'to marry 
her, as ſoon as his Mother' were miarch'd off.-'But onc 
'of an apprehenſion that even then he mighr poſſibly 
break his word wich her, ſhe thought ic prudence, to 
'oive Alexander alſoa littſe-more line. -Upon theſe 
"conſiderations, ſhe ſuffer'd her-ſelf ro be courted by 
both : but of rhis kind of demeanor rhis-Age affords 
'bur roo many examples, which have bred grear trou- 
'bles and diſturbances inthe moſt conſiderable Fa- 
'milies $ 3 

Alexander being now 'more' kindly entertain*d by 
his Miſtreſs than he had been, began ro concewe a 
hope ro obtain of her, wichin a ſhorr cime, che Grand 
Favour canbe expe&ed from'a Woman, Bur he 


reckon'd 
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him, Alexanderaclaſt obſery'd them, and finding 


 reckon'd withour his Hoſteſs ; for ic was ber fear, 


char, if ſhe oblig'd him in what he ſo much defir', 
he might become abſolute Maſter of thoſe inclina. 


tions, which ſhe had ſo dextrouſly divided between 
chem boch. However Alexander paſs'd away the 


rime pleaſantly enough, during the abſence of Fer. 
»ard ; bur as ſoon as he was return'd to. YValemia, 
Iſabella began to pur on a greater reſerv'dneſs, and 


would not be ſo much asſeen by Alexander. She 


made him ſuch plauſible excufes for it, char he, lov- 
ing her as he did, beliey'd all ſhe ſaid, rhough nor 
without ſome ſuſpicion, that there might be ſome- 
what elſe in the wind : upon which account he often 
diſguis*'d himſelf, that he might, undiſcoyer'd, viſic 
the ireet where ſhe liv'd in the nicht. Bur he never 
could meet with any perſon, of whom he might con- 
ceive any jealouſie ; yet that diſcuiſe did him a cour- 
refie; for by that means he eſcap'd being diſcover'd by 
che Cavalier who ſoughcro be reveng'd of him. That 
he mer not with Fernand in that ſtreer, proceeded 
hence, that /ſabel/a, fore-ſeeine all inconveniences, 
had ordered, that Fernand ſhould come to her houſe, 
ehrough that of a She-friend of hers, which was in an- 
other ſtreet, and had a back-door, leading into a Gar- 
den joining unto {ſabe!la's, in whoſe embraces he 
ſpent che whole night. 

Ir hapned, one night, that Als rander being in the 


Aireer where his Miſtreſs liv'd, | his Adverſary, Do» 


Garceran, attended by two of his ſervants, comes 
into it by another way. Being not well afſur'd ic was 
he, they follow'd ſim at a diftance, being loath to 
do another chat miſchief which they onely incended 


himſelf 
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himſelf unfurniſh'd with Piſtols, rodeal with perſons 


who never wene withour them, -as having onely his 


Sword tn defend himſelf, he berhoughr him ro make 
the fienal he was wont at ſabella's. door, who, as 
ood Juck would have it, was come down ltairs, afrer 
3e had put Fernand into bed. She looks out ar'the 
window, to ſee whar her ſecond Gallant wonld have, 
who, as ſoon as he perceiv'd her, defir'd her 'imme- 
diately to open the door, otherwiſe he was a dead 
man,' ini regard Garceran, his enemy, follow'd him, 
and he was deſtirure of weapons to defend himſelf. 
The Lady imagih'd char Alexander would onely have 
pur a trick upon her, and onely ſaid ſo, rhat he might 
cone in the ſooner: but Alexander, with many oaths, 
affirm'd he (aid nothins bur che- truch, and chat Gar- 
teran, With rwo others, were coming upon him- 
Ifabella was extremely troubled ar his diſcourſe, and 
fot anſwer, rold him, char a-certain Gentlewoman of 
| tet acquainrance was come to ſee her, and to:be her 

Bedfellow that nighc, and that ſhe durſt nor open 
the door, Teſt-he might be ſeen by. her, Alexander 
preſs'd her the more todo ir, aggtavaring the danoer 
he was in, aid chatging her -thar ſhe had little love 
for him, when ſhe deni'd him entrance irfto+ her 
houſe in. ſo great an'extremiry, which the greateſt 
ſtranger in the world would not have demi'd' him, 
Iſabella told him again, 'that ftie' could not--do ic 
Wichour prejudice r6 her repuration ; thar as' to the 


Love ſhe bore him, Fe needed nor doubr of it, fince' 
Kt Could not beoreater chan ic Was, and call*d'Heaven' 


© witneſs, that (fe was extremely perplex'd, char 
ſhe could not farisfie his defires. Alexander told 
ber; char ſince her friend was in a room I. 
. H p > 
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(be might without any ſcruple open the door, and 
ler him ſlay below, till ſuch time as he might rerire 
wich ſafety. T 
Iſabella, ſeeing him ſo importunate, imagin'd it 
roceeded from ſome ſuſpition he had conceiv'd of 
er, and that he had ſeen Fernand coming into the 
Houſe. To be aflur'd whether it . were ſo or no, ſhe 
look'd:into the Street, and ſaw the three Men who 
purſu'd him, and whiſpering one to another, as being 
in ſome uncertainty whether 1t were the Perſon they 
look'd for, Theſe circumſtances fully ſatisfy*d her, 
that Alexander was in very great danger ; and to 
find ſome expedient to give him entrance, ſhe bid 
him expe& a lictle and ſhe would ſee whether ſhe 
could open the door. She went up fairs to ſee 
Fernand, who, wondring at her ſtay, ask*d her what 
occafion'd her going down. She cold him her Aunt 
was -notfallen aſleep, and char ſhe could not come 
ro-Bed, till ſhe were, deſiring him to have a little 
Having thus ſatisfy'd him, ſhe went into another 
room, to con{ider with her ſelf what might be done 
in ſuch an extremity. On the one fide, ſhe ſaw 
Fernand poſleſs'd-of her Bed, a perſon of a fan- 
taftick, humour, yer one whom ſhe was engag'd to, 
and had made Maſter of the moſt precious ching ſhe 
had, anc..ftill humour'd our of a hope.to be one day 
his Wife ; ſothae ber Honour was on his par. On 
rhe cther, the Love ſhe bore Alexazder would have 
evail'd with her, nor to ſuffer him co be aſſaſſinared 
y his Enemies, which he muſt run the hazard of, if 
- ſhe reliex'd him nor, ir being in her power ro do it * 


[*- Sz Coy ira; 
[_- :::.* <0 that the was Rirangely dificaRed,, not knowing 


Whether * 


Nan; The-Triampbs of Female Suttilty, 


whecher ſhe: ſhould follow che djRares of Honoul, 


or thoſe of Love. Ar laſt, afrer divers conſider?- 
tions, thar of Honour. prevail'd with her, and oblig'd 


her not.co receive Alexander into the houſe.. For 


if the did; the refle&ed char her reputation would 
be endanger'd rwo ways ; one, that/it could nor be 
' done: without Fernand's hearing of ic, who would 
chence take occaſion. ro break his promiſe z another, 
chat if Alexander were purſu'd by his Enemy, and 
that he (hould ſee him come.inco her houſe, he would 
be: apt to make an ill' conſtruction of ir , and that 
might come to the ears of Fer»and, even though he 
ſaw.him not. þ * \ £0 : 

.. Haying thus reſolv*dco Rick to the ſurer fide, the 
wene down ſtairs, and finding Alexander fill ar the 
door.:, . < My deareſt Love, ſaid ſhe to him, Heaven's 
« my.wirneſs, how willing I am to ſatisfie your de- 
« fires, by giving you entrance, not onely into my 


6.houſe, but even into my hearr, which is abſolutely 


© ar,your diſpoſal; I ſee you are purſu'd,: as you rold 
 mey bur 1c were too great an inconvenience tome, 
that you' ſhould be ſeen coming into my houſe ar 
« fach an- unſeaſonable hour, being: a perſon yer ſo 
* unblemiſh'd in my.-repurarion as I am. I beſeech 
*yqut.confider with your ſelf what diſcourſes ic might 
& occaſion. Beſides -my .Friend , who is my Bed- 
* fellaw this nights. is! awake, and, as Women are 
© exrreamly inquiſitive, ſhe will be defirous'to know 
* che: occaſion of My Ray, and who hath kept. me {6 
< long from her, ;for there is a very great familiarity 
© bherween uss Pardon me therefore, rhat I-cannor 
. *,oramr yourgdefire ; it is the greateſt affliction ima- 


« 9inable to me; thar I miuſt leave you in ſuch a dan- _ 
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«over, bur refleting on that of my reputation, I 
ceFnow you would not have me to hazard it, fince I 
<« Joubt nor but you are ſo generous, as to prefer my 
« Honour before your own Life. 
This unworchy trearment of his Miſtreſs, 1n ſo 
preſſing an extremicy, went to the very heart of 
Alexard.r , nay he was ſo ſtartled to find himſelf 
thus undeceiv'd, that it would not have troubled him 
much if Garceras had fer npon him, that he might be 
reveng'd of the affront done him by Iſabella, by 
Dying before her Eyes. © I ſhould never have ima- 
"« oin'd, ſaid' he, parting from her, that you could 
&« have been ſo barbarous, as to put me off ſo poorly 
& in {o dangerous an exigency, or ſo inexorable, upon 
<« the entreaties of ſo faithful a Servant. You never 
© had any real kindneſs for me ;* that reputation you 
© ſtand ſo nicely upon, wonld have run no hazard, 
* either as to your- Friend, or 'my Enemy, by your 
«receiving meas a Husband, upon which accompr 
© only I made my addreſſes to you, upon which if 
** you, 'ungrateful Woman, -had entertain'd me, and 
** not inſiſted on frivolous reſpe&s grounded on ſuch 
*- maxims as 1 cannot like, my hearc had arthis time 
. been abſolurelyar-your diſpoſal. © To make it de- 
--fervedly ſuch, hath been rhe: main end of all my 
.. Courrſhips .and . Services, but Heaven would not 
., permirir, and finceI conld'find no'compaſſion in 
Jour hearr,-I will go and try what 1 may'expe&t 
- from'my Enemy, wich a reſ6lution never to forget 
A procedure Lam ſo much aſtoniſh'd at. -: 
| {/abella would have made him ſome Anſwer, and, 
extreamly mov'd at his diſcourſe, was, reſoly'd to 
n2zard all, ro affure him of- her affe&ion, But when 
| ſhe 
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ſhe went to call -bim, he was 'got.a great way down 
the ſtreet, purſy*d by Garceran, .who being aſlur'd he 


was the | 
1s reſentment of her. unkindneſs, confi 


ing the' imminency of the Ts ſeem'd jult to her, 


and. being extreamly crouble 
blam'd her ſelf, (he quarrel'd ac Heaven, which'in 


the mean time ſecur'd her Lover from danger, and 


reſerv'd him for happier adventures. Garceran com- 
_ Ing Within Piſtol-ſhot of Alexarder, perceiv'd thac 
he had mer with his Friend Doz FJaym?, who, wich 
| his Servant, was going home to his Lodging, which 
prevented him from executing his deſign. For Gar- 
ceran being, in appearance, and'that before ſeveral 


perſons, reconcil'd with him, all would have blam'd 
him, had he afſaulced him upon the old accompr,. 


eſpecially at advantage, and with Fire-arms. $0 
that ſeeing he had loſt ſuch a fair opportunity to re- 


venge himſelf, he ſlipp'd afide, to avoid being known, 
imagining he had nor been diſcover'd. Alexander. 
related the whole tory to his friend, and how he had 


een purſu'd thither ; which he much wondred ar, 
ſeeing Garceran ſo little minded the engagement 
he had made before ſo many pe:ſons of quality, and 
ha ſo ſlighc a buſineſs. ſhould Rick ſo cloſe ro his 
earr, 

Ir was by thistime very late, and as well for thar 
reaſon, as to be ſatisfy'd of what he ſuſpeRed, 
Alexander beings near Doz Jaymo's Lodging, re- 


ſolv'd to cake parc of it that night, which his friend 


Was very glad of, They gor in, and ere they lay down, 
they. fell into diſcourſe abour what had paſs'd, 


Alexander open'd himſelf to Dor Faymo, and ac- 
"Bs 2 quainted 


rſon he look'd for, was going to ſer - 
-. 


thereat, after ſhe had. 
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duaineed him how things Rood berween him and 
Iſabella. Don Faymo had heard ſomewhat of the 
murual love there was berween her and Fernard, and 
was vex'd to ſee his friend had ſo far: miſ-plac'd his 
affeRions, and particularly at the reſolution he had 
made to Marry her ; whereupon he could not for- 
bear telling him what he had heard of her and Fer- 
»and. Which Alexander underſtanding; he imme- 
diacely preſum'd , chat the reaſon why ſhe opened 
not the door, muſt needs be, char her fortner Gal- 
lanc was with her.' A thouſand paſſages came into 
his mind , bur he parcicularly refle&ed on the pro- 
_ hibition, which che crafry Genrlewoman had made 
him, of ſpeaking co.her in the night, and that ic was 
onely fince Fernand's return from Madrid + Upon 
which communicaring his choughts co his friend, they 
joyntly concluded, that Fer-arnd muſt needs be in che 
Houſe wich her. To be fully afſur'd of ir, they or- 
dereda Servant -of Dox Faymo's ro examine the bn- 
fineſs, and to continue in the Streer, rill ic were 
Day :- and for further certainty, anorher Servant was 
appointed to ſtand cencry in the other Srreet, by 
which Fernand was wont to ger in at a back-door. 
With this precaution, they went to Bed rogerher ; 
tu: Alexander was in ſuch a diſturbance, that he 
, could not ſleep a wink, About half an hour before 
' Day, one of the Servants brought intelligence, that 
he had ſeen Nox Fernand going our of the Houſe 
b2longing to Iſabella's Friend , and thar abour the 
ſame tim?, he h1d ſeen 1ſabel/a in one of the Win- 
cows thit look'd intorhit Streer, looking on him as 
he went our, and that he was ſure ir was no other 
than ſhe her ſelf, This accompt ſatisfy'd 4/exander 


ſo 
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,<harall the Love he formerly bore chac im- 
ne Woman, immediately vaniſhed. *Twas not 


ſo ful 
io1aginable, chat Ferxzand frequented that Houſe, 
pon the accompr of the Miſtreſs of ic, who being 


curn'd of fifty, could not be courted by any Gal- 
lints- Befhdes , ſhe hadthe repuration of being a 
very charitable perſon in Love-affairs, and was wont: 
co-promote the enjoyments of younger people, and 
to give excellent direions how they might moſt 


cautiouſly accompliſh cheir defires. 
The night. following, Alexander would himſelf, 


from the Houſe of -a certain friend of his, ſee Fer- 
#ar4 gerting into rhe Sanctuary of thar charitable 
Sdllicirreſs , and for his further aflurance, he lay per- 
due upon the -Roof, whence he diſcover'd, that that 
favour'd Gallant continu'd there, till word* was 
broughr him that he mighe make his entrance into 
1{abellas's. Thar very night, the diſlembling Goſbp, 
would needs endeavour to ſatisfie her Lover, as ro the 
diſſatisfa&iqn he might juſtly have conceiv'd of her. 
To leave nothing unattempted , and to keep in as 
near as mighe be with all, ſhe ſent Alexrandera Ler- 
rer, by a Servant-maid, in whom ſhe repoſed great 
craft, and who was not a ſtranzer to the Loves of 
both rhe Galſanrs, and promored the deſign of hec 
Miſtreſs in abuſing them , for the advanrage ſhe 
reaped thereby. Hearing ſhe ftaid ro ſperk, with 
him, he call'd her up, and rec2iv'd from her a Paper 
containing theſe words. 
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THE LETTER. 


Sionor Alexander , | LE 

| Should not think the reſentment you juſily bave 
| 4garnit me ſo great as 1 do, were T able to 
expreſs the trouble Iam 11 to have been the occa- 
fronof it, That 1 bave not been ſy compaſſionate 
as the extgency requir'd , be pleai'd to attribute 
to the tenderyeſs I had for my own "Honour , the 
conſideratton whereof” made me inexorable. | 
love you beyond my own Life z but one of my Birth 
and Sex may be pardow'd , if ſhe: ſacrifice all 
things to the ſecurity of her Reputation, rather 
 thanexpiſe her ſelf tothe cenſures of ill T ongues, 
Tow may well imagine, when 1 dety'd you entrance 
mntomy Houſe, that my good Name mu#t run a 
ſtrange bazard with that troubleſome Bed-fellow, 
whom, to my anbappineſs, 1 was then forc'd to 
entertain, Notwith$i anding the reſentmest 
wherewith you left me , you could rot but obſerve 
the diftrafiion I was in : whence you may infer, 
tow tharkfully 1 bave ſince acknowled2'd the 
1rdulgence of thoſe higher powers, who reſcu'd 
you out of a danger, which 1 thought unavoid- 
able, Tu tould not bave loft your Life 1n that 
"adventure, but mize must have run the ſame 
 bazard, axd 1 do not know any thing but Honour, 
which 
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which 1 ſbould prefer before two things 1 ac- 
compt ſo pretiow. Let me therefore conjure you, 
to ſmother your reſentment of it, and to appeaſe 
our indignation : which if 1 may obtain of you, 
1 ſhall think all the devorrs your Love may re- 

re little evough to requite it, Your compliance 
ri my deſires herein will inform me what ten- 

yneſs you bave for ber ſattsfaftion and Life, 
who prays Heaven to Shae ae as ſhe wiſhes 
it may ber's, who loves you with all her ſoul, 


IsaBrLiLa, 


Alexander was extreamly incens'd at this Letter, 
and though he did all he could ro diflemble ir, yer . 


the Maid looking on him very earneſtly during the 
peruſal, ſufficiently obſerv'd it in his ceſtures. He 
increated her to Walk into the Garden, and ſtay for an 
Anſwer, which was this, 


THE LETTER. 


| herghtued my Love , but this last hath 
wrought 13 me a quite contrary efjeft , for I kr,ow 


it to be as far from truth, as 1 am from difſimu- 


lation. 1 never thought my ſelf a perſon to be 


entertain d oxely to paſs away the teatows 1mter- 


val of another Mais abſence , nar to aft the x1- 
| | dirulows 


Our (atisfafiions, hitherto, bave ever 
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diculouspart you bave put me upon, onely to come 
upon the Stage, betweenthe ſeveral Afts of your 
ſecret proftitations, If it be a7 ſatisfaftton to 
gow, know, T have fe gag all reſentments of 
your Hypocrifze, and ſhall never complain of the 
frevolow Eluſions, wherein you ſuffered my Love 
to Languiſh ; 70, 1am more oblig'dto your De- 
nials, than ever 1 ſhould have been to your Ca- 
reſſes, My Life tadeed would bave been ſecur'd, 
if you bad recetu'd me 1nto your Houſe; but my 
Honour would have been trrecoverably loft, if, 
without my diſcovery of it, you could have exer- 
cis d your Charity on two ſeveral perſons, the ſame 
might, Tis very probable you lou'd me beyond 
your own Life, when, ww ſo cloſely engag'd to 
another, you thought me the fitteſt Perſon 1n the 
. World to make your Druerſion. 1 am veally 6- 
lig'd to thoſe who intended to be my Murtherers, 
fence by therr means 1 came to diſcover your im- 
ar vac Make ſure of that fortunate Gallant, 
whom your charitable Neighbour was uſhering to 
your Bed , while 1 was knocking at your Door, 
Makeſure of him, perfidious Woman, and hence- 
forth, keep all your Cares and all your Careſſes 
ozely for bim. Live as happily with him as the 
Conſcrence of your Inhamanity towards me will 
permit, and never thick more of Alexander, who, 
for bis part, diſclaims all future thoughts of y18. 
Ir 


* Ic was nor long ere this Letter came to the-hands 
of Iſabella, whom the Maid found in chat Neigh- 
bour*'s Houſe of hers, through. which Ferzazd had 
acceſs to her. She receiv'd it wich ſome diſturbance, 
and asking the Maid, what hamour ſhe found him 
in , ſhe told her, thar he had made her a very cold 
Reception , and that he expreſsd nothing of the 
Kindnefles he was wonr to do, at other times. 1ſa- 
bella a little eat down ar that diſcourſe , It ſeems 
then, ſaid ſhe, I am not to promiſe my ſelf any grear 
ſarisfa&ion from this Letter. Having open'd and 
read it, ſhe was like one pur into a frieht, nor able ro 
y=_ Her Friend ask'd her what it contain'd? ſhe 
thinking 1T too great a burthen, to acquaint her by 
word of Mouth, gave her the Lerrer to peruſe. The 
old Croney, no leſs diſturb than the young Miſtreſs, 
found, that Fernand's love was diſcover'd, to the 
oreat diſadvantage of her Reputation, in as much as 
ic clearly expreſs'd, thar it was through her Houſe, 
Fernand made his approaches to her Friend, wherear 
ſhe was excreamly afflited. 1ſabe//a was ſo troubled 
at the conrents of that Letter, that ſhe curs'd the 
day and hour ſhe had ſuffered Alexander to courr 
her : The onely comfort ſhe could raiſe to her ſelf, 
was, that ſhe knew him ro be of ſo generous adiſ- 
p>ſicion, thit, though he had a juſt occaſion to be 
incens'd againſt her, y2t would he conceal her weak- 
neſs, and not publiſh the correſpondence there had 
been berween them. This kind of generoficy mighc 
haply be a lirtle prais'd in the Golden Age , for 
the people livinz in this, have ſo far forgot the Tra- 
dition. that they aggravate Truths deplorable enough, 


with affeQed Lies and Calumnies, for which we muſt 
| ECVSL 
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ever acknowledee our ſelves oblig'd co the ruling Ca- 


' ſuiſts of the Times. 


Bur /ſabella's unbappineſs was not yet come to 
ics hejghr, and the malice of her ill fortune thought 
not this aflition heavy enough. When the wneel of 
that vagabond- Goddeſs begins to turn, every ſpoke 
of it brings a new misfortune, one diſgrace coming 
Rill in che neck of another, It happen'd then, that as 
the Maid was coming out of Alexander's Jodgings, 
to bring the Lecter to her Miſtreſs, Fernand ſaw her 
wich it inher hand, ſhe having been careleſs to hide 
ir, becauſe ſhe was dis-ſatisfh'd with Alexander, who 
had onely chat time omitred to make her ſome pre- 
ſent. Fernaxd immediately began ro ſuſpect ſomee 
what, and, undiſcover'd, follow'd her tothe houſe 
where /ſabel/a was, and got into one of the upper- 
rooms, withour any bodie's taking notice of ir. The 


' Maid, by a (ſecond overſight, having lef: the door 


oper, he eaſily ſaw whar paſs'd, he heard the Letre: 


read from one end rothe other, and withall, rheir [e- 


veral diſcourſes and comments upon it ; the afflicted 
Lady burſting forth into indignation ar every word, 
and not im2gining ſhe was over-heard, ſhe ſuffici- 
ently expreſs'd her reſentment of ſo preſſmg a mis- 

fortune. | D 
The Gentleman in the next room, who would 
have been gl2d of any occafion to break the promiſe 
hz had made to marry her (for a Lover once admicted 
to enjoyment: hath orher-gnſe rhoughts than he who 
is ſtill kept in hope ) hearing all theſe thinos, con- 
ceiy'd tnem a very fair prerence to diſengage him- 
ſelf, He r1zrefore goes very confidently into the 
room where they were, and addreſſing himſelf ro 
Iſabella, 
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Iſabella, who was moſt ſtartled at his preſence, 
« T expeed; ſaid he, conſidering che mutual obli- 
« oarions” between us, that you would have corre- 
« fonded thereto,' with a ſincerity ſutable co my 
f< defires, © which aim'd onely at this, to ſee us one 
«day made one by marriage, and to enjoy thoſe 
« pleafures lawfully, and without any ſting or re- 
« morſe, which we have, upon hopes of the accom- 
« plithment of that ſacred Tie, preſum'd to antici- 
« pace. Bur fince, ungrareful creature, I find you loſt 
*co all modefty, and have entertain'd new Gallants, 
*Tam free, rodiſpoſe of my ſelf as I ſhall chink 
*©© moſt convenient : fince it were neither juſt, nor 
© rational, I ſhould be inſeparably bound to a per- 
«*#6n, defticure of all condu&t and honour , and 
*fo live the reſt of my days in perpetual jealouſies 
© and diſtruſts, Having ſo ſaid, he lefr the room, a 
litcle croubled at the difira&ion of the Women, bur 
well ſarisfh'd in his own thoughts, that he had drawn 
his neck out of the collar, rhart is, ſhifred himſelf our 
of an affair, which bred him a great deal of trouble, 
fince his proſecution of it co that poinr had been with 
the diſ-approbation of his Morher. | 
"Tis nor fo be imagin'd, thar che conſtancy of an 
Woman, ſhould be able to endure 'ſo great a ſhoc 
of misfortune. Tſabella fell into a ſwound berween 


the arms of her Friend, and continu'd in it a long | 


time z bur at laſt being come to her ſelf again, ſhe 
ſpoke ſuch things as rais'd' a grear compaſſion in her 
who heard them. She ſought for remedies to her m1- 
tery, and not finding any fitong enough to re-engage 
Alexander,'who was acquainted with her former en- 


gagemert, nor yet to bring back Fe ſhe 
| new 
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knew ſhe had offended, ſhe was not able to ſmother 
the grief ſhe conceiv'd to find her ſelf ſo juſtly flight. 
ed bybocb. She imputed all her misforcune co her 
own mis-government of her ſelf. Whereupon ſhe 
fell a tearing of herhair, and ſpoke whar-ever rage 
could inſpire into. Woman exaſperared 1n the higheſt 
degree. . | OD | 
She paſs'd away the reſt of the afrernoon in con- 
tinual diſquier, not finding any comfort in either her 
friend's diſcourſes, orher own. In the evening, ſhe 
went to her own houſe, bur her diftrations went 
along with her, ſo char 1t 1s nor to be imagin'd but 
rhe nighr prov'd as reſtleſs, as rhe day had been un- 
fortunate» Ler us a while leave her in her bed, now 
the ſecret- Remembrancer of her former miſcarri- 
29, in the mid(t of her troubles and cranſportations, 
and give an account what became of Alexander, 


As ſoon as he had diſpatch'd away the Maid with | 


his Letter to 1ſabe/la, hz ſate down a while to con- 
ſider with: himſelf what courſe he ſhould rake, for he 
ſaw there was nothing co be expeRed rhere,.and that 


ic was not for his reputation, to continue- his viſits 


any longer. He had always had a grear inclination 
for the fair Lavdama, ever fince ſhe had occafion'd 
Iſabellato break forth into hat extravagant diſcovery 
of her jealoufie ; He confider'd ſhe was a Gentle- 
woman well:deſcended, and of a great fortune ; and 
thereupon he reſoly*d to make his addrefles publickly 
to her, by demanding her in marriage-of her Father 
and Brother, which they, upon the fic, morion, very 
willingly granted, even with great demonſtrations of 
gladneſs, inaſmuch as Alexander was a perſon gee 
nerally beloy'd in his Country; as being endu'd = 
rhoſe 


thoſe qualities, which deſery'd the reſpeRAs and 
eſteem of all, The Contra&t of Marriage was. ſcon 
| drawn up, and che buſineſs immediately ſpread over 
the whole Ciry of Y alentia. 
Bur when this news came to the ears of Iſabella, 
' imagine whether ſhe were not extremely troubled 
therear, nay ſo much che more, in chat he pucch'd on 
the-perſon, whom of all che world (he had molt rea- 
ſon to hate, ever ſince that faral meeting, wherein 


the had expreſs'd ſo much indiſcretion. She ſaid a - 


thouſand rhings againſt her, and made many impre- 
cations againſt him and her ſelf, charging Heaven 
wich injuſtice, and ſomerimes bemoaning her ſelf, 
and ſomerimes curſing her misfortune. Bur it was 
nor onely one ſhe had co curſe; for the —_— da 

ic. was ſeconded by another, yer greater, inaſmuc 

48. Fernand, having had a plauſible occaſion to break 
the promiſe he had made to her, rreared about a 
marriage, With another fair and rich young Lady, 


whom his mocher had long before recommended to 


him. The Contra was in a few days drawn up, and 
though done as ſecretly as could be, yer was it ſoon 


known all over the Ciry, and-it was nor long ere rhe. 


news ame to the ears of 7ſabel/a, She till retain'd a 
-flender ſhadow of confidence in che love of Fernand, 
which made her imagine he would nor break che pro» 
miſe he had made to her, -conceiving ſhe had ſufh- 
ciently oblig'd him therero by che higheſt demonſtra- 
tions of love and tenderneſs. Thus ſhe flatter'd. her 
ſelf, till the very day char ſhe was clearly convinc'd 
of the contrary, ſaw his marriage concluded, and her 
ſelfabſolucely forſaken. Bur refle&ing on che other 
fide, whit an unworthy breach of cruſt ſhe was guiley 


of, 
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£, towards him, to whom ſhe had devoted her ho. 
aur, how could ſhe imagine he ſhould not leave her 
in che lerch > How could ſhe expeR, if they inter- 
married, he ſhould be able to live with her in per- 
perual diſturbances and alarms ? - The very day char 
certain news was brought her of this Gentleman's 
being married, ſhe fell into ſuch exrravagance, that 
ſhe would be reveng*d of her b2auriful face ; ſhe 
eave her ſelf ſeveral blows, tore her hair, and did all 
che zQions, which . could onely proceed from mad- 
neſs and diſpair. Her fair eyes became two foun- 
cains, perpetually running ; and when her ſighes and 
orief gave her a little freedom of ſpeech, ©© Wretched 
& woman rhat 1 am, world ſhe ſay, of whom all ood 
& fortune bath taken irs laſt Ieave ; how deſerv*dly is 
«thy ingraticude requited with ingratitude 2 How 
« juſtly arc chou puniſh'd, for having kepr chy faith 
Groa baſe, rreacherous, and perfidious perſon, after 
& chou hadſt entruſted him with: the' difpoſal of the 
« deareſt rhins thou hadft in the world ? Thou ſee'R, 
«hedenies the debr ; thou ſee'ſ, he paies ir wich in- || 
* conftancy and oblivion. Ler all eafie-natur'd, and 
«inconſiderate women take example by me; ler 

& thoſe, who, deluded by flatteries and feigned ca- 

© reffes, ' are drawn into loſe whac they ſhall never 

* recover again, caſt their eyes on my miſery, and 
| * rhen conſider whether there be any other in the 
*©-world, whoſe affli&ion/ may be compar'd ro mine. 
* 1 wiſh for what all others abhor, Death ; bur it is 
* deaf and inexorable, nay flights me, and will nor 
 *come and pur a period to my troubles. 
"i Having thus bemoan'd her ſelf into ſome remiſſion 
of hier grief, ſhe went ro ſee her Friend; chrough 

whoſe 


whoſe houſe Fernard came into hers; who though ſhe 
endeavour'd all.chat lay in her power to comfort her, 
yet was her trouble ſo great, the cauſe of ic ſopreſ- 
fing, and (o lictle hope of ahy remedy; thar all her 
remonſtrances prevail'd nothing. The onely expedi- 
ent that ſeem'd then to offer it ſelf, was,to forbid the 
Banes, fince there was ſome ground to do it, But what 


proof could be made of ſo ſecrer a Love, without any 


promiſe of marriage in writing, or any teſtimony, bur 
that of a Servant-maid, who, belonging to. her, 
would not have been ſo eaſily crediced ? A fair warn- 
ino-piece, Ladies, for choſe, who, at the ſame time, 
admit the Courtſhips of ſeveral Gallants, without 
making any refle&ion on their Honours, che loſs 
whereof they are nor ſenſible of, rill, by cheir ſubcil 
cajollings, they are brought to remedileſs extremi- 
ties. The laſt and ſureſt expedient this unforcunate 
Woman could pitch upon, was to become a Nun, 
ppon which account ſhe was receiv'd into the Royal 
Monaſtery of Zaida, three days after the Marriage 
of Fernand had been filly concluded; .. ,. - , 
. This fadden chahge. occafion'd . a great deal of 
noiſe and diſcourſe in Valentia; . all wondred ar it, 
eſpecially choſe who knew her co be one of che hand- 
 fomeſ}, and the moſt defirous to be courred; of any 
Lady in YValextia, It was indeed a. kind of miracle, 
to ſee a, young Lady, who fpenr her time ſo paſho- 
nately ar Balls, Plays, . and other publick meetings, 
exchange all choſe nobler enjoyments of life, for the 
Imaginary felicity of mprrification and, rertir'dneſs. 
This ſudden refolution-was attribured, ar firſt, nor ro 
the true cauſe thereof, for things were, carried ſo 
Cloſely that very few knew it :. but £0 the ſecrerin- 
| I {pirations 
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ſpirarions of that wind, which blowerh where it lift. 
ech, and is plexs'd ro amuſe mankind with the ſtrange 
ways ir takes, totranſplant the affe&ions of ſuch as 
are ordain'd to eternal bliſs, from the tranſient va- 
nicies of this world, to the conſtant purſuance of the 
perverual joys of a berter. Thus this Lady mer wich 
a kinder Spouſe than ſhe could have expected elſe. 
where, and ſpent the reſt of hertime with great con- 
rent;: bleſſing her former afflitions, and the croſſes 
of her love, which had brought herto rhe tranquillity 
ſhe now enjoy'd. When ſhe ſeriouſly refle&ed on 
the gracious defigns of divine Love upon her, ſhe 
chought it an act of graritude,to acknowledoe,to ſome 
friends, how it had made her miſcarriages the ſub- 
Je& of its indulgence, and, inſtead of puniſhing, had 


_ rewarded her weakneſs 3 nay ſuch was her defire to 


eive God the glory of her converſion, - that ſhe fre» 
quently uſed this expreſſion, Thar in that Houſe, 
wherein there are many manſions, ſhe hop*'d there 
was one for ſuch penitent Magdalens as ſhe, who, by 
rimely repentance, expuare the follies of their greener 
years. Nor was this acknowledemenr of hers unre- 
warded even in this life ; for ſhe became the Oracle 
and ſpiritual Dire&reſs of all thoſe, whoſe Love- 
misfortunes rednc'd them to any extremity, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of her own ſex, of whom ſhe ſo effecually 
convinc'd many, thar, diſguſtine the world, they em- 
brac*d a Religious life. After ſome years ſhe was ad- 
vancd tothe Government of the Monaſtery, after 
ſhe had pur forth ſeveral little TraRs of Devotion) 
whereof one was in Verſe, entiruled, 4 Barker of 
Sprritual Flowers, or a Colleftion of Divine Poems. 
Theſeſpread her fame into divers parts of Spain, but 


al 
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at Y alentia, the ſanRiry of her life, and her charirable 
direRions to ſuch as had occaſion to addreſs them- 
ſelves to her, were the admiration of all, inſomuch 
that ſhe was reputed a Saint, even while ſhe liv'd. 
Fernand had a wife, but God was pleas'd to pu- 


. | niſh his perfidiouſneſs with her barrenneſs , for the 


bore him no children ; and inſtead of the erear for- 
runes he expected with her, he had many bags, full 
of Law-ſutes, troubles, and differences wich other 
people, and not a few diſcontents with his wife. He 
wiſh'd, bueroo late, that he had racher entred into a 
Monaſtery, chan inro Marrimony, the inconvent- 
ences whereof ſufficiently convinc'd him, that //a- 
bella had made the berter choice. He wifired her 
often, and was oblig'd to her for her prudent and 
tous admonition?, Nay to fatisfhe rhe world, char 
ſhe had lefr behind her in 1t all ker reſentments of 
his demeanor towards her, there are in a volume of 
Spiritual Letters which ſhe pur forth, ſeveral Letters 
ſhe had written to him, upon occaſion of ſome diffi= 
culties he had propos'd ro her. _ 
...On the contrary , Alexander was the happieſt 
man in the world in his diſpoſal of himſelf; his Las- 
damia brought him many fine children, and, by the 
death of ſome friends , a far greater forrune than he 
could have expected. . They alſo viſited their old ac- 
quaintance ſabe//a, Who received them kindly, and 
gave them occaſion to admire the ſtrange artra&tions 
of Divine Love in that perſon, and the eiteem they 
had before for the excellency of her endowments, 
was now converted into a reverence of her ſanctity, 
and an admiration of her conduR, * 


i; This 
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JAL pleaſant Novel entertain'd the Company rill 
.L they cameo cheir Inn that nighc, Every one 
took occaſion to commend DoRor Monſalvo, as well 
for the ſmartneſs of his Invention, as for the excel. 
| lency of his Stile. The old Gentleman rold him, 
thar if the whole Piece were anſwerable co the Par- 
rern he had ſhewn chem of ir , no doubt bur his 
Novels would be very well receiv'd in che World, 
and that he would gain as much Repuration by them, 
as they had had Pleaſure : and thereupon he ecar- 
neſtly entreared him ro communicate ſamewhar of 
the achers ro them, thae ſo their Travelling mighr be 
the leſs tedious. The Doctor gave him and all the 
reſt of the Company his very hearty chanks for the 
c00d opinion they had of him, and proffer'd them, 
when they ſhould be weary of diſcourfing, to divert 
them wich ſome of che other Novels, till chey came 
to their Journey's end, provided they thought them 
not tedious. They all, with much gladneſs and thanks 
' accepted of his proffer. | 
Being come Within a Musket-ſhot of the anrienc 
Ciry of Corduba, heretofore the chiefeſt of the King- 
dome, while the Moors were poſleſs'd of all Spa:r, 
afcer *un-ſer, an unexpeRed accident caus'd chem 
ro make a little halr, Two Gentlemen being come 
our into the Fields, upon a challenge, which one had 
ſent rcothe other , and having fought, one of them 
was worfted, being run through the Body in rwo 
ſeveral places ; which had oblig'd his adverſary to 
make his eſcape, toger into ſome place of ſanAuary. 
The wounded perſon cry'd our for ſome body to re- 
ceive his Confeſſon, juſt as the Coach paſs'd by : 
which being heard by the Company, Door Mor- 
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| ſalve, whowasa Prieſt and Confeſſor, could do no 


leſs than ger out, accompany'd by Garay, and Mi- 
ſtreſs Rafina , who had a great deſire ro ſee the 
Wounded man. They came to him, and 7$ ſoon as 
the DoRor had receiv'd his Confeſhion, and given 
him Abſolution, he loſt his Speech, being ſupported 
by Garay, The Door return'd to the Coach , and 
having called ſeveral cimes upon K»fina, who pre- 
tended ſhe could not ger away Garay , the Coach- 
man perceiving it began to grow dark, put on the 
Horſes, having ſent them word what Inn they ſhould 


take up. Rxfina Was much troubled to ſee the Coach 


gone, having left her and Garay behind, charicably 
exhertings the Dying perſon to recommend himſelf as 
much as he could ro the mercy of God ; but he was 
fo far gone, that, to ſpare them further Exhorration, 
he gave up the Ghoſt, They were much troubled 
what chey ſhould do with che Body, when cercain 
Officers of Juſtice came in, who, having at a diſtance 
ſeen the Dead perſon inthe Arms of Garay, and a 
Woman ſtanding by, and had notice before that ewo 
Men were ſeen going out of the City, with a deſign 
ro fiehr a Duel, preſently imagin'd, thac Garay was 


| .one of them, and conſequently the Murtherer of 


the other 3 upon which preſumption, he was ſenr co 
Priſon, and order given the Jaylor to pur him faſt 
enough, Rufing had more favour, being confin'd in 
the Houſe of one of the Officers, who was to have 
a care to her forth-coming. They both us'd all the 
areuments they could to clear themſelves, from ha- 
ving any thing to do with the Murther , alledeing 
upon whar occaſion they came to the Body. Bur 


their own words would nor be taken, and it yas pre- | 
I 3 ſum'd 


- 


c 
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ſum®d the Duel had been upon the accomprt of Rx- 
fina. The J:dge order'd her to be: brought to his 
onn Houſe :o be further examin'd, which was accor- 
dingly done. When ſhe came thirher, there were in 
che Room ſever:1 Gentlemen, and among othe:s 1 
Gemoeſe, a very rich Merchant, whom ſome bulineſs 
of his own had brought thither. They had no ſooner 
ſeen Rufina, bur they all admir'd her” Beaury and rhe 
Majeity of her Air, bur the moſt ſansfy'd of any 
was the Genoeſe, who, to give him his due, was of a 
very amorous conſtitution, A»fira was extreamly 
troubled that ſuch an affrone ſhould be done her by 
the way, as perceiving that if chey were ſaid the 
next day, they ſhould loſe the opportunity of con- 
rinuing their journey. The Judge pur ſeveral Que- 
ions ro her, concerning the Duel, and che Gentle- 
man's Death 3 wherero ſhe anſwered, that ſhe knew 
nothing of it, that ſhe was coming in the Sew/- 
Coach, to go for Madrid, accompany'd by ſom? 
other Perſons then in the Inn, whom ſhe named ;: 
That as the Coach palſs'd by, a certain Perſon, who 
bad been Wounded upon the High-way, not far from 
chem, call'd out for ſome body to receive his Con- 
feſſion, and that a Prieſt who was with them in the 
Coach, went out to do it, with whom alſo ſhe went 
out of curioſiry, accompany*d by an Uncle of hers, 
who came along with her. They ordered, in regard 
It Was grown late, to adjourn the bulineſs rill hz 
next day, that a more exa& enquiry migche be made 
into1r, and, in the mean time, thar all who came 


. along with the Corch, ſhould not ſtir from Corduba, 


without permiſſion. This done, Rnfine was brought 
back tothe Officer's Houſe, where ſhe was to con- 
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tinue that nighr, The -Genoeſe , who liv*'d nor far 
from it, accompany'd her ; but though he had liy'd 
at a far greater diſtance, he would have thought ic no 
oreart way to wait on a Lady, with whom te was al. 
ready over head and ezrs in Love. Taking leave of 
her ar the Officer's houſe , he proffer'd her all the 
Services lay in his power, for which the thanked him, 
yet taking it for no more than a Complement, The 
Vexation ſhe conceiv'd at her being chus unexpeR= 
edly ſaid, brought her into ſome fits of a Feaver, 
che firſt, of a Tertian, which ſhe afterwards fell 


Into. — 
The next day, all the perſons, who came 1n the 


Coach , being examin'd, gave che ſame account 


as Ryfiza had done before, whereupon Garay was iet 
at Liberry. Other witnefles alſo who knew ſome- 


what concerning the Duel, were heard, and gave the 


Oo 


Judges a perfe& knowledge of the Murther. Garap 
went immediately to viſit RKufiza, expreſſing bimtelf 
extreamly troubled at her indiſpolition ; ne did all 
he could to cheer herup, thar they might proſecute 
their Journey : bur che Phyſician, who hid viſited 


her, advis'd her not ro remove thence,- till ſhe bad 


recover'd her Feaver, and cold her, that ſhe could nor 


travel any further, without hazard of her Life 


wich being ſo, the Coach-man was forc'd to leave 
them behind , bur chey were adjudg'd to defray rhe 


charges of their ſay, and he co deliver up what they 
had inche Coach, The Geroeſe came often ro ſee 


the fair Traveller, ar the Officer's honſe, and began 
to treat her very nobly, an kumour the more remark- 
able in him , who, for ſordid niggardlineſs mivhr te 


compared to the coverous Hargmna ; but Loves 
| I 4 chough 
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chough bur a ſmall Deity, yer many times does very 
oreat miracles, rurning Avarice into Prodigality, and 
Cow fdice into Courage. . 

Rufina kept her Bed fifreen days, during which 
time, the was conſtantly vifited by Signor Oftavro, 
( ſo was called the amorous Geroeſe ) 'and after the 
Viſit, came in a Servant With a treat of Sweet-meats, 
and Wild-fowl, which the Officer and his Wife were 
plad to ſee, for the beſt ſhare fell tro them. Ac laſt, 
the Lady, with her Health, recover'd alſo her good 
Complexion, and her Beauty , and the Gexeeſe con« 
tinuing his civilities, proffer'd her a Houſe with a 
fair Garden, Which he had on the ſide of the pleaſant 
River Tenn”. Garay, whom ſhe called her 
Uncle, adris'd her not to refuſe that proffer , for he 
had diſcover'd the Man to be extreamly in Love 
with her, chat he was very Rich, and rhat they might 
over as much out of the Gemoeſe, as they had our of the 
covetous- Marquina. Rufina accepted the proffer, 
and ſer things 1n order togo tothe Gemoeſe's, and to 
continue there till ſhe had recover'd her ſelf fo 
well, as that ſhe might proſecute her Journey, The 
Genoeſe Wwovld not have it known at Corduba, that 
he had _ her to his Country-houſe, to prevent 
peoples tal 
have enſu'd. So thar, wich the conſent of Rufina, 
he gave out, that ſhe had left the City in order to 
rhe prefecurion of her Voyage, Accordingly, there 
were two Mules brought for her and Garay, and two 


ethers ro carry cheir Luggage, and having lefe Cor» | 


duba, rowarcs the Evening, to blind the eyes of the 
inquifitive, they kept on cheir way towards Madrid - 
but havirig Rid our abour half a League, they turn'd 


» and other inconyeniences that might | 
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hack again , and took up their quarters at Signor 
Oftevio's, which was not above cwo flight ſhots 
from the Ciry. There he expeRed her, with a mag- . 
nificent Supper, which he had provided, Here the 


| Genorſe diſcover'd his Love to her more freely than 
he had done before. He was a perſon of abont forry 


ears of Age, of a good Manly countenance, having 

uried his Wife ſome two years before, by whom he 
had had no Children. He was a whole-ſale Mer- 
chant, and craded in all ſorts of Commodities , in- 
ſomuch that all che other Merchants, not onely of 
che City, but alſo of other places thereabours came 
co him, for he held correſpondences in all parts. He 
was 2 very thrifty perſon, nay, to give him his due 
charaer, I ſhould uſe other expreſſions. He had 
ſome yearly Revenue z beſides rwenty thouſand 
Crowns in ready Money, and fixty thouſand in Cre- 
dic, and his own Trading, which was very great. He 
was a great Student, and had ſtudied at Pavia and 
Balopna, before he became Heir ro his Brother, who 
Dy'd a very Rich man in Spazx, and rhar Inherirance 
it Was, that occafion'd his Marriage at Corduba, He 
bad ſo paſſionate an affe&ion for R«fiza, that he uſed 
alt che ways he could imagine to infinuate himſelc 
inco her favour. Upon that accompr it was that he 
proffer'd. her the uſe of his Country-houſe, to take 


_ the Air, and recover her Indiſpoſition , conceivine, 


char, being ar his own Houſe, ic would be rhe more 
eafie for him to compaſs his deſires. She had been 


'told by Garay, that this Merchant was a well-fea- 


cher'd Fowl, and might be eaſily pluck'd , and ſince 
this good Luck had fallenro them by chance, they 
ſhould make the beſt advantage they could _ * 

hat 
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Thar night, they onely Supp'd, and every one went 
co his reft, for it was very late. The Gereeſe mide 
as if he would have returned co the City, and lye 
chere ; bur his Servants, whom he had before inftru- 
Red, perſuaded him not to go abroad at thar unſea. - 
ſonable time of the Night, for fear of meeting with 
any Thieves : beſides , there being a Preſs in the 
City, many yonng Men preſum'd to do miſchief in 
rhe Night, and robbed all chey met. Ar laſt, being 
perſuaded nor to flir out, he was glad to paſs away 
ſome parc: of che Night in diſcourfing with Ryfiza, 
and being got to Bed, his buſineſs was to conſider, 
by whar means, and with leaſt charge, he might ob» 
rain his defires of her. Several things came into his 
mind ,; bur the eafieſt he could find, ſuicably to his 
humour, was to forger her, and never think of her 
any more ; for he knew the Ave we live in to be ſuch, 
char 1t is a miracle to ger any kindneſs in Love, with- 
out Liberality. 

The next mornine he commanded ſomewhat 
ſhould be made for her break-faſt, not imagining ſhe 
was up : Bur when word was brought him that ſhe 
was out of Bed, the Geroeſe would needs go into 
her Chamber, co chide her for rifins ſo ſoon, and by 
_ rhat means to ſee whether Rufina's beauty were any 
* Way oblig'd to artifice, He found her kembine her 
head, and ſohe had a full Gghr of her hair, which was 
_ of agrear length, and of a Cheſtnurcolour. The 
| Genoeſe gave God thanks, who, with ſo many other 
perteions, had beſtow'd on her ſuch an excellenr 
Head of hair : bur he was much more aftoniſh'd, 
when, upen her dividing chem into ewo parts, ro 
make him an anſwer, he ſaw her Face, as beautiful as 

IC 
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irhadappear'd co him, when ſhe went to bed ; athing 
able ro enflame a perſon leſs enclin'd ro Love an 

more to Avyarice than he was, inaſmuch as there 1s 
not a greater charm, to ſecure a Lover's hearr, than 
co ſee that the beauty of his Miſtreſs 1s natural, and 
ſcorns to borrow any thing of Art. Rafina indeed was 


| © x 
not much troubled ro look after waters, paints, po- 


matums, unguents, and {uchthings, wherewith ſuch - 


women, who ſtand in need of them, haſten on their 


ave wich their wrinkles, and loſe their youth ere 


they are aware. She onely waſh'd her ſelfin fair wa- 
cer, and needed no other vermilion to heighten che 


beauty of her face, than thar of her own lively com- 


plexion. The Merchant ask'd whether ſhe would be 
pleas'd to ſee his Garden ? She made anſwer, that ſhe 
was extremely oblig*d to him for the trouble he gave 
himſelf to divert her ; and to (atisfhie him how kindly 
ſhe rook that favour at his hands, ſhe went along 


with him juſt as ſhe was, without putting up her 


hair, which hanging down over her ſhoulders, added 
much to her beauty, and it 1s5nor much to be doubted, 
bur ſhe had a deſign in ir. She went down with this 
new Gallant of hers, who rhoughe it an extraordinary 
pleaſure to have her by the hand ; and in that poſture 
ſhe ſaw the whole Garden, ſeeming to be much ta- 
ken with the delightfulneſs of ir. 

Having recreated her ſelf with him, till the Sun 
Sun began co be ſomewhat hor, ſhe rerurn'd into the 
houſe, and broke her faſt, afrer which, having diſ- 
coursd of ſeveral things, ſhe defir'd to ſee the whole 


houſe. The amorous Gemoveſe defiring nothing ſo 


much as that ſhe might ſee his wealth, ſhews her a 


great number of excellent PiRures , done by che beſt 
Painters 
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Painters in Emyope, ſome very rich pieces of Tapeſtry, 
Cabinets of Ebony, of ſeveral faſhions, embroider'd 
Beds, and all ſorts of Houſhold-ltuff of grear value, 
In a word, there wanted not ought of thoſe things re- 
quiſite for the furniſhing of a houſe fic for a Noble. 
man. Having ſeen all the rooms, he open*d a curious 
Cloſer, near which there was a little Oratory, and 
in that Cloſer there were a great many pleces of 
Painting done at Rome, of extraordinary value, 
Agms-Deti's of gold and filver gilt, and Flowers, 
done as near the life as could be imagin*d. The Cloſer 
was full of Books, very richly bound, and neatly diſ- 
pos'd into gilt Drawers. Garay, who was a curious 
perſon, and had read much, was looking very earneſt. 
ly en the Titles of the Books, which were in one 
Drawer, and having pur thact into its place, he took 
- out anorher, wherein there were others very curi- 

'oully bound, bur had no Titles on the backs. Garay 
- opens one of them, and finds the Author of ir to be 
Arnaldus deVilla Nova, and near that were the 
works of Roſino, Alquizdus, and Raymundas Lulli- 
#5, The Merchant perceiving him ſo raken up with 
che peruſal of thoſe Books, ask'd him what he look'd 
on ſo artenrively. 1 find here, Sir, replies Garay, 
« 2 oreat many Books of Chymiſtry, and, from che 
<« curiofity I Miferve in your colle&ion of Treatiſes 
© of chat kind, I infer, that you have fludied thar 
«ccience. *Tistrue, ſays the Genoeſe, T have ſpent 
&«© ſome rime in the peruſal of thoſe Authors; but how 
© far, I pray, are you acquainted with them > Onely 
« fo far, replies the other, that I have ſpenr che beſt 
« parr of my life in thar ſtudy, Nay then, ſays the 


« Genoeſe, you muſt needs be a very great Chymiſt. 
| cc] 


«Tam not to acknowledge wharT am, replies Garay, 
«we ſhall ralk another time of cheſe things more ar 
« large; for the preſent, I ſhall onely cell you, rhar, 
c« belles cheſe Auchors, I have read all I could ever 
' © cmeet With that treated of rhis Science, I have 
<« turn'd over the works of Avicenna, Albertans 
«© Magnus, Term, Pythagoras.; the Secrets of Ca- 
« ;dxs, the Book of the Allegory of Morillns, thar 
<« of the Secret Stone, and that enticuled, De tribns 
«werbss ; beſides many Manuſcriprs, which I never 
« (hew'd any man. The Gezoeſe was almoſt our of 
of himſelf for joy ro hear theſe things. **T am ex- 
«cremely glad, ſa:d he to him, that this Science 
&« pleaſes you, for I have a parrticulr inclination for 
«ir, Iknow it vety well, replies Garay, ( whichhe 
& ſaid, having already reſolv'd how ro pur aflar up= 
&« on him ) but in regard I place a great confidence 
« in you, Iwill cell you a ching in your ear, which 
' © you will be much aſtoniſh'd ar. Ir is this (whiſper= 
© ing him inthe ear) thar my Niece knows, wichouc 
© any ſtudy, in a manner as much as I doof this Arr, 
«and 18 very fortunate 1n the praQtick part of it, as 
<« you ſhall fee by expetience. But I entrear you nor 
© ro ſpeak to her of it ar this time; for ſhe would 
© not have it known to any, nay would not take ic 
«well. Garay could nor have pirch'd upon a more 
likely way to bring the Gemoeſe into the gin ; for his 
avarice was ſuch, that he would have parred with his 
Soul ro find our the Philoſopher's ſtone, hoping, 1t 
OY oor that ſecret, ever afterwards ro ſwim in 
old. 
Rufina buſied her ſelf at the other end of the Clo- 


fer, while Garay mad2 chis diſcourſe ro the Cen 
an 
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and was looking upon ſome other curious and plez. 
ſanr Books, for there were of all ſorts. Yer was ſhe 
nor ſo attentive, but ſhe heard ſomewhat of Garay's 
diſcourſe, concerning Chymiſfiry, and perceiv*d the 
Merchant was much taken withit, The truth is, 
Garay had ſome knowledge 1n char Science, and thar 
he had ſpent a con{caderable ſum of mony, to find our 
the Philoſopher's Stone, which though many had 
ſought, yer could not any afhirm they had mer with ic, 
The ſuccel(s he had had in that buſineſs onely ſatisf'd 
him of their folly, who ſpent their time and eſtates 
in ſo ridiculous adiſquiſition, and he was lad to have 
mer with ſuch an opportunity, to recover ſome part 
of che mony he had ſquander'd away therein : for the 
Gemeſe, crediting what was told him by Garay, 
imagin'd himſelf ſomewhar above a Prince. He told 
him, char, in that very houſe, he had all things re- 
quifire ro make the experiment, and thereupon 
brought him into a room full of Furnaces, Aleim- : 
bicks, Glafſes, and Crucibles, wich all che inſtru- 
ments us'd by thz Chymiſts, and good fore of char- 
coal. Garay ſeeing that, concluded the Merchanc 
would be ealily raken, and whxe made him the more 
confident was, that he imagin'd he underſtood all 
choſe Books, whereas Garay was ſatisfi'd he knew 
onely ſo much of them as would ſerve ro bring him 
intothe nooſe. In fine, they gave over talking of it 
any further at char time, though rhe Geeſe was un- 
willing toquit the diſcourſe. They wenr down thence 
into a ground-room, the windows whereof look'd 
into the faireſt part of che Garden, where dinner ex- 
pz&ed them. After dinner, Garay, prerending ic 


' . was iS Cuſtom totake a nap, lefr the Merchant alone 


With 
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with Rufina, to wiiom he cook occaſion to make a full 
. diſcovery of his love, afluring her, char all he had was' 
at her ſervice, and deſiring her ro diſpoſe of it as ſhe 
pleaſed. She ſeem'd ro entertair»the proffers of his 
affetion Wirh much kindneſs, yet at that time ſhe 
onely rAs'd him into a ſleight hope, ſhewing her ſelf 
very pleaſant ro him, 

Having ſeen a Lute, in one of the rooms above- 
ſtirs, ſhe deſir'd it mighr be brought down ; for her 
Muſicky at which ſhe was excellent, contributed 
much co the bringing abour of her defiens. The Mer- 
chanr, who had a little skill ar that Inflrument him- 
ſelf, was very glad ro hear that ſhe us'd ir, and 
caus'd 1t to be immedaiarely fetch'd, ſaying that his 
deceaſed wife plaid excellently well upon ir, and thac 
about a ſei*n-night before, having entertain'd ſome 
of his friends wich a Collation, they had ſer ir in 
rune. The Lute being come, Rufina began to play, 
and made it appear, that there were very few could 
excel her at that Inſtrument, The Gemoeſe was afto- 
niſh'd at her dexterity, and co bring him abſolutely 
to her lure, ſhe ſung an Air to it, but with ſuch a 
orace, that he was at a loſs, whether he ſhould more 
admire her hand, or her voice. The truth is, ſhe had 
a particular excellency in both, ſo rthar his exceſfive 
 commendations of rhem, were not ſo full of flarrery 
as might be expeed from a perſon paſſtonarely in 
love. With a modeſt bluſh, which ſpreadir ſelf gent- 
ly over her face ( a thing ſhe could command, though 
never acquainted with ſhime) ſhe ſeem'd ro expreſs 
a certain baſhfulneſs, and ere it was quite diſpell'd, 
<« Sionor Oftawio, ſaid ſhe to him, what I haye done 


&« was onely for your diverſion, be pleas'd to receive 
ww 
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«ir wich ſome regard to the defire L had co endez- 
« your your ſaxisfaction ; Which yer I have not done 
« ywirhour much temerity, before a perſon of ſo de- 
< licate an Car as you ares and one, no doubt, wont to 
<< hexr che beſt voices in the world. I never heard 
« any, replzes Oftavio, that came near yours, and 
<« therefore I beſeech you, let not your modeſty cauſe 
<« you any prejudice z nay racher be proud, Madam, 
« of che excellent endowments you have ſo liberally 
_ ECreceiv'd from heaven, and acknowledse the favours 
«jr hach done you ; be more ſenſible of your own 
<« worth, and think my approbation below ir; and yer 
« when I was a young man, I was much addiced to 
« Mufick, and ſome would needs perſuade me thar 
<« my time was well beſtow'd in ir. I muſt confeſs, 
© the Spamſh Tongue comes not ſo naturally co me 
« as the /raltan, the graces and beauties whereof 1 
« have bercer ſtudied upon the Theorbo, which Iam 
«ſo far Maſter of, as in ſome meaſure ro ſatisfie the 
< hearer. Whereupon perceiving that Rxfina would 
have laid by the Lute, he defir'd her co make uſe 
of ira lictle longer, and co fing one Air more, which 
(he, to honour him, did. | | y 
Oftavio took occaſion to give his dear Rufina 
oreater commendarions for the excellency of het 
voice than he had done before, and the, to renew her 
chanks to him, for the favour he did her. He thonghc 
1c rime fo give herleave to take a little reft, and he 
went himſelf into another room to do the like. Garay, 
on the other ſide, . inſtead of ſleeping, was contriv- 
Ing how to ger the Philoſopher®s one, . nor for the 
credulous Genoeſe, bur our of him. He had ſo far 
perſuaded him of his abilities, in that Science, char 
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h defired nothing ſo much as to be as knowing in ic 
as he was; burall our of no ocher deſign chanto ſa- 
tisfie his own inſatiable avarice, , He 1magin'd that 
if he could find the Philoſopher's Stone ( a Rock ra- 
ther, againſt which ſo'many have wrack'd themſelves) 
all his houſhold-ſtuff ſhould be of gold, that he 
ſhould become a Creſas, and that the wealthieſt 
about the Ciry, compar'd to him, would be lirtle ber- 
rer than beggars, Lo Sn, | 
Garay hadalſo a long diſcourſe with Rufira, about. 
the means how they ſhould ger the Gudgeon into the 
net : hegave her ſome” inftruions in writing, that _ 
the Genoeſe might find ſhe- knew ſomerhing of the 
Science, at leaſt the rearms of ir. R«fia got them by 
heart, and, to begin the cheat, Garay ask'd for ſome 
links of a Gold-chain ſhe had brought from Sev1l, 
It was a large one, and if there were a dozen links ta- 
ken from it, they would nor have been miſs'd. Being 
come into the City, he goes into a Gold-ſmich's 
ſhop to meſt down thoſe links, and reduce them into 
an Ingor, which he broughe back to the houſe, and 
communicated his defign to Rafina. 
Oftave, who had ſNepr all this while as ſoundly as 
if he had Hot beenin love, comesin to them, and 
they began to talk of ſeveral things, far from having 
any relation to the bufineſs he had been abour, which 
Garay did purpoſely to engage the orher co fall firſt 
inco that diſcourſe, and indeed within a quarrer of 
an hour, he was gotten into the ſubje& of Chymi- 
firy. Garay diſcours'd of it after the rate of a man 
that had ſpent his whole eſtare in che work; inſamuch 
that Oftavio was aſtoniſh'd cherear, for though he 


pretended much skill in the Science, yer could he. 
K not 
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nor but acknowledge. himſelf mnch inferiour to the 
other. Garay, deſirous to give the Merchant all the 
ſatisfaRion he could defire, told him, that he could 
turn what Metall he pleas'd into gold, The Gexveſe 
was raviſh'd at the propoſal, and earneſtly entreated 
bim thac he miekr ſee it done. Garay ask d him whe. 
ther there were any char-coal in the houſe ; the Ge. 
eeſe told him there was good ſore, for he had had 
the curiofiry ro make ſome trials thereof himſelf. 
They wenc up both into the room where they had 
been before, and finding. it full of Furnaces, Creu- 
ſers, Alembicks, and other: Chymical Inſtruments, 
Garay (41d to him, Here we have all chings requiſite 
far the preſent, He caus'd ſome fire co be brought, 
and” having pur a little Copper into a Creuſer to 


 mele, che Geroeſe ſaw it melting :' Garay took a box 


out of his pocket, wherein there was a paper full of 
powder, which he ſaid was the moſt principal ingre- 
Genc.in the whole work. He pur it into the Creuſer, 
which having brought as cleaverly. as he could to a 
window, he pour'd out the melted Copper, and 
"ey the Ingort of gold into its place, and when he 
ad cover'd it, he cold the Gezoeſe, that it ſhould nor 
be ſtirr'd thence for balf an hour. Thar time they 
ſpent in diſcourſing of ſeveral things .in Chymiſtry, 
wherein Ot awi0 defir'd ro make ſome further pro- 
greſs. Atlaſt, Garay thought it:rime ro ſhew him 
what he had done,.. and ſo opening the Creuſet, he 
took our the Ingorand ſhew'd ic him. - The coverous 
Miſer was almoſt out of himſelf for joy to ſee its 
rhough he were nor fully-ſarisf'd of irs beino perfect 
gold,  Garay wiſh'd him to: have it tri'd by a Gold- 


ſmich;z. which crouble. he would needs take upon 


\ \ himſelf | 
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himſelf, and having found that it was very fine gold, 
.of rwenty two Carats, he returns extraordinarily 
well ſatish'd. While he was gone out, Garsy in- 
firuced Refina, how to effeR their deſign upon Veta- 
210, who being more coverous than amorous, . would 
have them immediately co begin the great work of 


finding the Philoſopher*s Stone, He promis'd Garay 
extraordinary recompences, and told him, thar he 
would be art the whole charge, though ir ſhould 
amount to twenty thouſand Crowns. 

Garay, Who had contriv'd how he intended to 
oull che Merchant, rerurn'd this Anſwer to rhe great 
proffers he had made him, © Signor Oftawo, ſaid he, 
«I am now 2on' almoſt ſeven years beyond the grand 
&« clima&erical year of my life, which 1s as much as 
*corell you, that I have paſt the greareft and beſt 
« partof it. It were no hard matcer for me, with the 
«help of the Science Iam now Maſter of, to ſpend 
*rhe liccle which is yer ro come, at my eaſe, and ir 
< may be more plentifully , than ſome of the weal- 
«rhieſt Grandees of Spar ; and thacI can be wich- 
* out any man's favour or aſſiſtance, Ithink you may 
& have obſerv'd your ſelf, Andin regard Thave'no 
&* children, to inherir my eſtare, which, I thank he- 
«yen, is ſomewhat conſiderable alſo in Lands, the 
© main concernment I have in this world, is to look 


*afrer this young Woman, my Niece. She 18 al-_ 


© ready but roo rich, in that ſhe hath all I have, 
«though her Farher, who was my elder Brother, lefc 
_ *herno mean fortune, She might, had ſhe a mind 
_ ®ro it, be as nobly married as the was before, for her 
© fate husband was deſcended from the nobleſt houſes 


© of Andaluſia. Nor were it hatd forme to add ro 
| K 2 ter 
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&« her wealch,you know ' It ; *but ſtich is thy confidence 
&< in you, that I will cell you the reaſon why I donor, 
<« Thar I am the ableſt Alchymiſt in all Spary, is 
«© known to many, which being alſo come co the 


<< ears of his Majeſty, I am ſought after every where; 


*« bur I have hicherco had the happineſs to keep .our 
& of their clutches, who are perpetually emplai'd to 
© find me our, hiving ſpread a report, that I was 
< oone {or England. Ir is not outraf any contem 

© of the honours and' wealth of-chis world, that 1 
*avoid the ſearches of- choſe, whom his Majeſly 
<« hath enjoyn'd t6 bring me to.him, bur our of this 
<« confideration, that I would not purchaſe any favour 
**with the loſs of my liberty, for I muſt expe& no 
« [eſs, than to ſpend the reſt of my days in a noble 
© kind of captivicy, I will expreſs my ſelf more clear- 


ly toyou. His Majeſty hath at-che preſent very 


* great Armies a-foort in ſeveral parts, which pur 
*tim to a vaſt expence, ſuch as his own Revenue 
"* and what comes:from the /xdies are not able to 
"© defray: ſo thar, to ſarisfie his ambirion, he isforc'd 
To make uſe of the induſtry- of his Subje&s, Now 
* were it my ſad fortune tobe found by thoſe who 
* fo narrowly ſearch after -me, the King, knowW- 
* ing that, with rhe afſiftance - of my Arr, he 
© migh: eafilycecruir the charge he is ar, would im- 
* mediately.diſpoſe of me into: ſome Fortreſs, where 
© bzing confin'd for the teſt of my days, I ſhould be 
* perperually kept at work, .to augment. his. Trea- 


- ſures,'and ſupply his preſſing exigencies. I ſhould 
i wwe, think ic much rodo it once or ewice, bus the 
/ PERS of men 15 grown to that beighrh, that chey 
are no: farish'd with abundance, if rhey have che 
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> leaſt apprehenſion, rhar the ſource of 1r may ever 
« he dried up.” Thisis the true reaſon, Sipnor Ofta- 


| ®470, Which" oblices: me ro keep our of my own 


& Country; and to play leaſt in ſight ; and therefore 


| © receive what I have told you as a great ſecret, ſuch 


«39-I-fhould nor have communicated co my own 


$4 Brother, had he been in the world : bur-Fhaverhac 


« confidence of you, that you will never reveal ic. 
- Oftavio return'd Garay Nis - moſt affeRionate 


| thanks for the great cruft he 'repos'd in himy and 


choughr himſelf ſo -happy in'the diſcovery h&had 
made to him, that he conceiv'd the greateſt Nobles 


| might juſtly envy him.- His Anſwer-to him, was, thar 


the grolnds and motives, -on which he conceal'd che 
excellent knowledoe he had acquir'd, were juſt and 
rational, ſince that no doiibt bur he would be con- 
fin'd, though for no other reaſon than this, to pre- 


vent his carrying- over ſuch a Secret into. another 


Country, to ſerve a King that were an enemy cohis 


| Catholick Majeſty. He acknowlede'd himſelf infi- 
nitely oblig'd ro-him, and with'd 


| it: were in his 
power to ſerve him ; but having onely che wealch he 


| was poſſeſs'd of to proffer him, he entreared himto 


diſpoſe of it as freely as if ir were his own, and fince 


he had ſhewn him a tial of his abilities, that he 


would not think that-enoubh; but ere he lefc Cor-. 
duba, give him ſuch further inftruQons, as, being ob- 
lerv'd, : bg _ nor miſcarry in the great work: 
Cray promis'd to ſatisfie his defires; relling him 
wichal; liar fo precious 'a thing 4$ Gold could not 
de gorten bur with Gold, and rhar rhe -foundarions 
& all defiens require charges chat che Plitoſopher*s 
Kone could ndr be found wictout coft and -much 
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pains ; that if he were reſoly'd, he ſhould atcempr 


rhe doing oft, he muſt be ar the whole charge, and 
that afcerwards the profit ſhould be equally divided, 


" andthar in a ſhore time he would be glutted with 


wealth, | 
. The Gewoeſe, raviſh'd at that propoſal, proffer'd ro i 
ſpend all he was worth upon-char- accompt. £Rufina 


- promis'd toafſiſt them. Nay, ſays Garay to her, there 


1s ſuch a neceſſity of your aſſiſtance; that we ſhall nor 
able. to do ſo'well without ir. They thereupon re- 
ſolv'& rhat within cwo days they ſhould bevin che 
oreat work. Garay told him, that the principal of the 
divine Elrx:r, ( ſo the Chymiſts .call che perfeRion 
of their work) was form'd of theſſolidity of Mercury, 
and- other things which he nam'd to him, together 
with che urine and excrement of a red-hair'd child ; 


_ that all was to be pur into an Alembick, with powder 
of Alves, the infuſion of Opixm, T oads greaſe, Arſe- 


mck,and Salt-peter, Bur he hop'd to do ir chiefly 
with the wrine and excrements aforeſaid, which he 
order'd Oftavo by all means toprocure, as being the 
moſt neceſlary. ingredienc of all. | 
© *He promis'd to find ic, andzto begin the work, the | 
Me-c1ant deliver'd him five hundred Crowns in 
gold, ro buy certain precious drugs, which he ſaid 
were'neceſlary ; and this. the Genveſe did the more 
willingly, as well our of che confidence he had co re- 
ceive.chem multiph'd into ſo many thouſands, as out I 
of a deſign -he had though on the night before, of Þ 
making &xfize his wife, and by that means afluring 


_ himſelfof Garsy, Whereupon, thar.veryevening at- 


rer ſupper, he rook occaſionto carry Garay along with 
bim into the Garden, ' and acquainted him with his 
it reſ0- 
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reſolurion, The Alchymiſt choughr ir a good way to 
| further his work, and accordingly he approv'd of- his 
| intention, and acknowlede'd ir would be a great ho- 
nour to his Netce ro meer with ſo worthy a Perſon ; 
| bor thar there was' one Obſtacle to be firſt removed, 
| «© Whar may that be ſays the other 2 Garay told him, 
that his Neece could nor be Married, till a Diſpen- 
| ſarion were firſt obtained from Rowe, in regard, that, 
our of the extraordinary regrer ſhe conceiv'd at the 
| loſs of her lare- Husband, ſhe made a Vow to enter 
| Into a Relivious life 3 rthar the occaſion of their 
pong to | 
| of a Renr due co them from a perſon of Quality, 


. who was very backward in paying, in order to her 
reception into a Nunnery ;. bur char. as ſoon as' the- 
Difpenſation were come from Rowe, they would - 
conclude che Marriage, which he doubred nor bur ſhe 
would accepr, not obely out of the compliance ſhe 
| hjd ever expreſs*d rowards him, but alſo our of rhis. 


| conſideration, thar ſhe was co march her ſelf. with 4 
| Perfon inclin'd ro the ſtudy of a Science, wherein 
| ſhehad narurally arrain'd ſo great perfefion. Offa-: 
| vro'was the moſt facisfy*'d Man in the world to have 
ſuch a parcel of good words given him , inſomuch 


* & 


fter of all he was poſſeſs'd of. 


" Garay and Rufina having confert*d notes upon. 
this new Overrure, were more confident than, eyer, 


to compaſs their defign. He freely -laid out che 


Money receiv'd. of Ofavio in Drugges, pertonning 


him rhey were 'nvr co be had under ſuch and ſuc 
rates. He alfo furniſh'd himſelf with new Fur- 
nites, Crenſers ind Alembicks , pretending rhac 
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thoſe inthe Houſe before, were not for his purpoſe, 
 Inche mean cime, the Glly Merchant was enquiring 
up and down where he might have the Urine of a 
Red-headed Child, which he had much ado to ger, 
for the Mothers fearing ic was to be us'd in ſome 
operation of Witchcraft , would not eaſily ler him 
have itz but Money 1s omniporent, and can do any 
thing. Garay could have done as much in one Day 
as in a hundred, as to the performance of what he 
hid promis'd, bur the poor Merchant muſt be fool'd 
ſome way or-other, till he mer wich an opportunity 
co. {mire him, and-rake a Dog's leave of Corda, 
wich as much as he could ſhift away on two good 
Horſes, which lay Leger 1 a ſecrer place for that pur- 
ole. 
He diſpos'd all the Diftillations into the Farnaces, 
in the preſence of Oftawo ; he bought ſome Metals, 
a$ Braſs, Copper, and Tin , ſeveral ſorts of Salts, 
and other things commonly uſed by Chymiſts ; and 
ſecting Fire tothe Furnaces, they Diſtill'd whar had 
been pur intorhem , but contriburing nothing co rhe 
buſineſs, and only to abuſe him, who was at che 
_ Charge of all the Foolery, Asco Oftevio's Love, he 
was much. better created than he was before; inaſ- 
much as fince che propoſal of Marriage, Rufiza, the 
bercer ro carry on the main deſign, grew more kind 
ro him, eſpecially. in Garay's abſence, which the 
beforted Cocks-comb was ſo tranſported wich, thac 
he knew not whether his head or his heels were on 
the ground, | _— = 
About chis time Ofawo receiv'd a Bill of ex- 
change of a conſiderable Sum , to be -paid withia 
ewenty days after fight. This, with the breaking of 
ſome 
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ſome of his. Debcors in orher Countries, put him in- 
to ſome fear of doing the ike, if his. atrempts in 
Chymiſtry prov'd nec ſucceſsful, Bur co prevent all 
inconveniences; he did what moſt of his Quality and 
Kidney are wont codo, who being upon the peint of 
breaking, ſecure what'they can of their Eftares, char 


rhey may afrerwards the more commodiauſly remove 


inco ſome ocher Coantry. So eur Merchant, finding 
| hiniſclf wichin ſome diſtance of breaking, provided 
| for che misforrune; 1n caſe it, ſhould happen, and ſa 
promoted the miſchievous plot of Garay and Rx- 
| fize, whom he truly acquainted how affairs flood 
| with him, as if chey had been his moſt faichful.Rela- 
tions. Garay had left in the cuſtody of a certain 
friend of the Merchancs, a good ſum of Money, and 
ſome Jewels of great Value, with order they ſhould 
not be deliver'd roany bur one of chem two. - Be- 
ſides which, he bronghr ſome to his Country-honſe, 
and. hid them in a ſecret place in the preſence of 
Rufina, of. whom he had.a confidence, as if ſhe had 
really bee | his Wife. Garay, Who was (till buſie 
about his Diſtillarions, put him into good hope, rhar 
within ewenty days he ſhould ſee the end of the grear 
work, and his Houſe full of Gold, ro recover che 
loſs he had receiv'd by his Debtors, - | 

 Abour this cime, there happen'd a buſineſs which 
oblig'd Oftavio to take a Journey, to adviſe with 8 
Correſpondent of his, how co prevent the misforrune 
he ſaw coming upon him. Garay and Rafira being 
| entruſted wir 2 Houſe, thought it a fair oppor- 
| runicy codiſlodge, and make the beſt they could of 


rhe preſent game. They ſecur'd all che Money and 


Jewels they could come at, and lefcrhe _ and 
wo ome 
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ſome other things, they could not ſo conveniently 
carry away, behind them, chough with ſome regrer, 
chinking 1c more prudence ro make a ſafe retreat 


with what were conſiderable, than to hazard all, by 


oraſping ar too mach. Having thetefore loaden 
chemſetves with whar was moſt prerious, they left 
che Furnaces, and the Alembicks,, made rhe Philoſo- 
pher's ſtone at the coft of che abſent Merchant, and 
cook Horſe while the people of the Houſe were faſt 
aſleep. They took their way towards A1a/aga, and 
travell'd all night, having about them above fg chou- 
ſand Crowns in Money and Jewels, and lefr, upon a 
Table near the Furnaces, a paper of Verſes, ro haſten 
the credutous Merchant to hang himſelf. . 

. Two days after their deparrure he returns home, 
veryill fatisfy'd with his "arg in that he had nor 
done any thing in the bufineſs which occafion'd ir. 


| Alt che hope he now had was in his Uncle, Garay, 


imagining, by his means, he ſhould yer be able co 
ſhew his head, and rior onely keep up his Repurarion, 
bur alfo be Richer than ever he had been, ſuch 
ſtrange. Miſt had rhe Wirckcrafr of Chymiſtry call 
before tis Eyes. | | | 

He came not to his Country-houſe rill afrer Night, 


- where he found the Servant whom he had lefr wich 


Garay and Rufina, for the reſt of his people were in 
rhe City. The Servant receiv'd him wich a ſad 
countenance, and being got up ſtairs, he ask'd him 
( fearing ſomewhat were amiſs) where' his Gueſts 
were, of whotn the Servant could'give him no ac- 

count, a8 hxving not ſeeh them when they went out, 
and could onely ſay, thar, ewo Nights before, the 
had lock'd him into the Room where he lay; whic 


he had been forc'd ro break open, becauſe. he cquld 
nor orherwiſe get out. They ſearch'd up and down, 


and fonnd char che Cheſts had been opened, 4nd all ' 


the Money convey'd away. ' This was nor che worſt 
che Merchant feared , bur that chey had alſo been 
wich him, in whoſe cuſtody he had greater ſumms of 
Money, and the moſt pretious of his Houſhold-tuff. 


Ic being too late ro make any enquiry thar Night, he 


thought ic his beſt courſe ro go to Bed ; bur defirous 


to yifit the Furnaces once more, he finds on the Table 
rhe Paper, left chere by Gary, which having open'd, 


he found in it theſe-Lines. 


| Signor Octavio , 


F7 i the juit reward of thoſe who attempt things 


zmpoſſible,to be ſhamefully difappointed, Many 
of your Profeſſion have beenruw'd by thetr Faith, 
tn things relating to their Trade z, it was there- 
fore but fit you ſhould repent your Credulity, 72 
a buſineſs you understood not. It was indeed 
impardonable , to expe to fee that done by any 
Man, ina few days, which the Sun, who bath a 
greater power over the Metal you were ſo cove- 
tou of, cannot perfet under fonr or five hundred 
gears, Tour loſs, 1 mudt confeſs s great, but you 


have this comfortable conſideration, that you may 


zow defie Chymiftry, and all its cheating Pro- 


feſſors, to ſhew you ſuch another trick as we have . 


doze, But, to avoid all future Temptation, _ 
es 
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. this bearty advice from two deat Friends of 


yours ; put all the fine Treatiſes you have of that 
pernciom Art into your Furnaces, and, having 


4 


ſet Fire to them and your Houſe together, fairly 


run away by the light of it. 


- This poor Merchant had no ſooner read them, ere 
he was convinc'd , they- were hts- kind Gueſts who 
had robb'd him, and exrracted whar:-he had in his 
Cheſts and Cabinets with more eaſe chan he had in- 
fugd it intorhem. How he ſpent the Night, is onely 
co be imagin*d, being juſt upon the point of Break- 
ing, and not knowing any means to remedy it. All 
the hope he had, was, that che 'Money and Jewels 
which he. had, lefr in a friend's hands; ,were ſafe e- 
nough; nay he.deſpair'd not to find out thoſe, who 
had done him rhe miſchief. He rurn'd himſelf from 
one ſide to another, no out of any diſturbance, oc- 
caſion'd by his Love to the ſubrle Refina,: ( for thar 
was abſolucely-loſt with His, Money ) but chat head 
been ſo baſely trapan'd by a beegarly Raſcal. Then 
did he begin rocurſe Chymiſtry, and all che Authors 
that ever writ of it , Whereas he ſhoyſd rather have 


| given God thanks, who, by che: cheat which was pur 


upon him, had mi rhe proſecution df. his de- 
fien, which might have abſolurely ruin'd bim. As 
ſoon as he perceiv'd any appearance of Day, he got 
up, and went into the City, to his Houſe, whom he 
had entruſted with the keeping of his Maney. and 
arher things, He ask'd him wherher Ggr&y had been 


with him? the other anſwered chat he had, and had 


Laken away Whatevet he had in his cuſtody, and thac 


cherein 


EY 


therein he had follow'd his own orders. That word 


| - truck him almvft Dead ; nay the reſentments he 


Expreſs'd of that taſs were ſo great, that if che other 
had not known the cauſe of it, he would have thought 
him our of his wics. He comforred him the beſt he 
could , and told him, char his onely courſe was to 


make a ſpeedy ſearch for the Robbers. He did all he 


could ro thar purpoſe , ſending Officers and others 


ſeveral ways ; bur thar which Garay and Rafine had 
taken wagſo! excraordinary , that they could never 


meer with them. So they return'd to. Corduba, to be 


paid for their fruitleſs purfait, by him who had ſenr 
them, which, as his affairs ſtood rhen, added nor a 
ketle ro his afflition. This adventure was ſoon 
known Ml'over the City ; and the Geneeſe, not able 


ro accept of another Bill of exchange thar had been 
ſenc him, was forc'd to abſent himſelf, and tq return 


| to Genua, With what he could make by the ſale of his 
| Goods. By this means 'he curn'd Bankrupr, and 
| defydhis Credicors, who could not find any thing 
| he hadlefr behind him. The ſame thing happens 
many times ro thoſe, who, with ſmall ERtaces, engage 
themſelves in too great affairs, preſuming upon this, 
char, if it comes ro the worſt, they can ſecure chem- 
ſelves by an eſcape. 


T he end of the ſecond Buik, 
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A Aray 2nd Rufina rode on a good 
g round pace, bur kept in obſcure 
Ways, and, in four Nights, they 
would not take up their Lodging 
in any Town or Village, bur in 
mr hg open Fields, for fear of being ſur- 
- priz'd by the Officers, whom they 

doubred not but\'the Gezoeſe had ſent co enquire 
after them. They had ſhifted cheir Cloaths, and 
having diſguis'd themſelves as well as they could, 
they carefully ayoided all thoſe places where they had 
the-leaſt apprehenſion they might be known, Ir 
- Was 


_— 
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 wasGaray's charge to provide Vifuals 3 and being 
about the beginning of the Spring, they found it no 
great inconvenience, to lye abroad in the open air. 
They gor into'a thick Wood juſt as the Sun was 
ready to ſet, and fearing that athick Cloud, under 
which they were, might break upon them with roo 
oreat vislence, as there was ſome likelihood, by rea- 
ſon of the great Thunder and Lightning tar had 
Yone before , they went'into the thickeſt part of 1t, 
che better to ſecure themſelves, Other Travellers, 
upon the ſame apprehenſion, had taken refuge ar a 
place, near that where Garay and Kufina were, The 
noiſe they made in diſcourſing, rais'd in Garay a cu- 
riofity to come and over-hear what they ſaid ;' and 
through the means of thick Buſhes, being come near 
them, he perceiv'd they were three Men , one 
whereof, ſpeaking to' the others, ſaid 3 If this 
© Tempeſt laſts all night, I doube we (hall be diſ- 
« appointed of our deſign, I fear me ſo roo, replies 
& anorher, and no doubr but the Hermit of /a Serre 
« will be our of all patience thar he hath expe&ed 
* us ſo long. O that Brother Criſp:# is an excellent 
© fellow, ſays another of them : his Religious frock 
« covers a great deal of miſchief, and he 1s ſainfi- 
*© nuating 1n his behaviour, char he is very much-in 


© their favour, who beſtow'd.che Hermitage upon 
& him. He is ſorranſcendent an Hypocrite, Tep/zes 


© other, that he is able to blind all the World : : he 
© hath the reputarion of a vircuous perſon all over 
&©« rhe Country , and there is nor within twenty 
« Leagues abont a more conſummate Villain than 
© he is. I have been acquainted with him cheſe 


« twelve years, ſays the Second , and Nis IIs 
; | Cc 1t 
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<« hach been co receive Thieves, and their Booties; 
« and he hath been ſo fortunate as never tobe ſuſ- 
&« peed Guilty of any crime of thar kind, whereas 
<« {o many other poor Rogues have been taken and 
<« truſs'd up, at che firſt falling into the hands of 
« Juſtice. Ir muſt needs be acknowledg'd, ſays 
& 4zother, that his Hermitage 1s a very convenient 
<« place for perſons of our profeſſion , and the Cellar 
6 be hatch made under it, 1s ſuch a place, as the Divel 
<« himſelf would never find out. We could never 


<< have mer with a more ſecure place, to pur up the 


<« fifreen hundred Crowns we yeſterday disburthen'd 
<c the Merchant of. 'Twas the moſt conſiderable 
< Robbery that hath been commutred in this Country 
« of a long time, If ic would bur hold up a little. 
&« {ſays he who had oo. firſt, I hope to make as 
« 000d a Prey, yet before it be Day. They there- 
upon adviſed concernins the means how to execute 
cheir defign. Garay miſg'd not a word of all they 
had ſpoken 5 the Country he was acquainted with as 
well as if he had been Born int, and very well knew 
the Hermir, whom, till chen, he had accounted a 
perſon of grear ſanity , ſo far was he from 1maot- 
nins, that he drove ſuch a Trade, and that his Her- 
mitage had, for ſo many years, been the refuge of 


High-way-beaters, and Houſe-breakers. 


- Having made this ftrange diſcovery, he rerurnsro 
the place where he had left Rxfina, and gave her an 
accompr of what he had heard from thoſe Robbers. 


They concinu'd there withour making any noiſe, they 
and their Horſes, till ſuch time as the others were 
gone, conſidering with themſelves how rhey might 
make their adyantage of that unexpeRed adventure : 

And 
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And taking. their way to a blind Inn, not farthence, 
chey ay'd there the remainder of char Night, and 
all the next Day. Having, in thac time, confider'd 
what chey had to do, thzy went both towards the 
Hermitage, where Brother Cr:iþ:» (ſo was the 
Hermite named) lived , and being got within a 
ſmall diſtance.of 1r, Garay bound Rafiza to a Tree, 
upon which ſhe. cries out as loud as ſhe could , © Is 
© there no body. to relteve a wretched Woman, 

& ready tobe Murther'd here ? O Heaven, tevenge 
&« the injury done to my innocence. On the other -- 
fide, Garay a&ed his part, ſaying , © *Tisin vain for 
<« thee to call any body-ro thy relief ; thou haſt nor 
<« long to live, and cherefore recommend thy ſelf ro 
£© God, for thou ſhalr not eſcape out of my hands ; 
© as {oon as I have bound thee to this Tree; I will 
& giſpatch thy Soul inro the other World. 

Ar the firſt noiſe of her crying our, Cr:#þ:# hears 
her, and being all alone in the Hermitage, a thing 
ſeldome happened , for, moſt nights, he had the 
company of ſome of che tribe, who though guilty of 
much watching, were not much either of ſan&icy _ 
or miracles, Ihe Hermic came our with tio good 
Pocker-piſtols; and being got near the place, whence 
he had heard rhe noiſe, he diſcharg'd one of them, 
which happerrd very luckily for Garay. For it 
being reſolv'd: upen the queſtion between him and 
Refina, that he ſhould run away as ſoon as any came 
near them, ic' might be conceiv'd, the diſcharging of 
the. Piſtol had frighrned him. He preſently mounted 
one of the Horſes; and leading away the other, he 


_ rid away with all the ſpeed he could. CriiÞ42 comes 
neir 


-1 
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Near the Tree, and, 'by the light of the Moon, per- 
Ceiv'd Rafina, weeping moſt birterly, and ſeeming 
To be aſtoniſh'd, through thar fright ſhe was in, 
Seeing the Hermite coming towards her , ©* Whar 
&« art thou return'd Traitor, ſaid ſhe ? will nothing 
<< deter thee from executing thy cruel defion > 
<« Come, take away my Life, and put me out of fur- 
< ther trouble, and doubt not bur one time or other, 
« Heaven, fince it will nor reſcue, will revenge my 
© innocence. The frock'd Hypocrite, hearing this 
diſcourſe, and perceiving thereby that ſhe miſtook 
him, made her this Anſwer, ** Madam, I am nor 
« the perſon you think me ro be, bur one who comes 
&© to relieve you in this extremity, and to ſave your 
&« Life. What is become of the Villain, who would 
© haye taken ir from you, and hath oblig'd me, con- 
& trary to the rules of my Profeſſion, ro rake Fire- 
© arms to purſue him, not doubting but what I do 
© will beaccompred an a& of meritorious charity in 
© the fhohr of God ? 

Hiving thereupon unbound her, R#fiza caſt her 
ſelf ar his feer, ſaying , © It muſtneeds be, Brother 
&« CriiÞin, (for ſhs knew his name) thar you had 
« ſome revelation from Heaven, of the violence in- 
* rended me, fince you came ſo miraculouſly ro my 
* relief, and char with Arms ſo contrary ro your 
© Profeſſion. Heaven reward you for the chiritable 
* affiftance yon have afforded an innocent Woman. 
*©1 cannor expreſs the reſentment I have of che 
*© kindneſs you have done me, otherwiſe than by 
* {bmiſſions and vows, as being oblig'd to you for 
_ © no leſs chan my Life, which the fury of a _ 
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« ther was juſt going co deprive me of. 

. Criffin was extreamly taken with the Woman, 
( nay notwithſtanding his vow of chaſticy, he bad a 
kindneſs for the whole Sex ) bur he was yer maſter 
of ſo much-modeſiy and reſerv'dneſs, that he forbore 
all diſcourſe of Love and Familiarity ; and continu- 
ing in his councerfeic ſanity , ** My dear Siſter, in 
&« the Lord, ſaid he to her, Ichink my ſelf far from 
{« deſerving all che favours it pleaſes God to do me : 
{© bur 1 endeavour -all lies in my power to Live vir- 
< ruoufly, ſerving my Creator in this folicary place, 
© where it hach been the pleaſure of his divine Ma- 
«« jelty, that I ſhould be:a means to ſave your Life : 
«c I hearrily rhank him for ir, and am extreamly glad, 
* thar whar is done is to your ſatisfaction. For this 
«© night, I can onely proffer you ſuch a reception as 
«© apoor Cell can afford, where you may conrinue, 
© till you have accommodated your affairs, and re- 
& concil*d your ſelf ro your Brocher. I aflure your 
« is abſolurely ar your ſervice, and I offer it you 
« with ſuch a cordial affeQion, as a good Chriftian 
& ought ro have for his Neighbour , for I had nor pur 
« my ſelf into this habir, were it nor to exerciſe ſuch 
« charities as theſe. - + ; 
 Refina renew'd her thanks to him for the civil 
proffers he made her , burſting forth afreſh into 
feigned rears; a thing ſome Women can do when 
they pleaſe , but this had the knack of it beyond any. 
She gladly accepred of his kindneſs , as what Con- 
duced very. much co the compaſſing of her ceſign, 
They thereupon took their way towards the Her- 


mitage; and Brother Cri#f1n, ſeeing Kyfina was ſome- 
L 4 WhaC 
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that ſhe ever came thither, and ima 
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what weary, endeavour'd to comfort her wich all the | 
kind words he could think of, and at laſt cook her by 
che arm, to help her forward. He open'd the door of 
rhe Hermitage, and when they were got in, Rufina 


- , D 
was. not a little aſtoniſh'd, ro ſee a roueh Plank, 


whici he pretended was his Bed, with a Crucifix x 
che head of ir, and on one fide, hanging up by a 
Nail, an Inſtrument made of good Whip-cord; 
wherewith his credulous Zealots believ'd that he 
diſciplin'd himſelf : all the other furnicure of the 
Room conſiſted in a little rotten Table , which, by 
much travelling and removing from place to place, 
h1d brought four feet to three. 

Rufina finding the room ſo poorly furniſh'd, and 
rae perſon who made his aboad in it ſo mortify*d and 
reſerv'd in his behaviour, began to repent her ſelf, 

oin'd that Garay 
hid miſ-underſtood the conference of the Robbers 
in the Wood. Bur the devour Hermir put her out 
of her dumps , for taking notice of her looking a 
little ſtrangely on the accommodations of his Houſe, 
hz ſaid to her , < My dear Siſter, you miy haply 
« think this a very poor Lodging, and that you will 
&« have bur an 1ll Nights reſt; be not troubled, I 
<« will Lodge you much better than you imagine. 


« *Twas your happineſs to come hither at this time, 
© now that there are not any here upon their ſpiricual 


* rerreats, which ſome devour ſouls of your Sex are 
* Wont ro make at this Hermicage , ſomerimes for 
** eight or ten days together. - Some of theſe, for 
5 the grexer conveniency of their devotion, have 

ſent hicher Beds, and ſome other Houſhold-ttuff. 
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Incomparable Hypocrite ! Having asked her whether 
ſhe liv'd at Malaga, and ſhe telling him that ſhe 
was a ſtranger in thoſe parts , he would have per- 
ſuaded her, thar there were Beds in the Hermitage 
for ſuch as came to make their ſpiricual retreats there, 
which was a damnable lie : bur the truth of ic was, 
chat he, for his own eaſe, had very good Quilts, and 
other neceſlaries for a bed or two, for the entertain- 
ment of the ſecrer camerades who came often to 
viſit him. Theſe conveniences were diſpos'd into a 
low room, which was alſo che Treaſury, where 
thoſe birds of prey, pur up ſuch things as the crue 
owners of them never intended ſhould be acquainted 
with the place, Hethereupon deſir'd her to have a 
lictle patience, till he went downto fetch ſome bed- 
cloaths, which having brought, he made hera bed in 
a little Cell, ar a ſmall diſtance from his own. They 
had a berrer ſupper then R#fina expeed, there was _ 
ſome boil'd mear and broth, and a cold Rabber, 
which Cr:ſp:;z pretended had been leſt ar the Her- 
mirage by one of his Penicents, a very devour old 
Gentlewoman,whom he was infinitely oblig'd to; and 
cocloſe their ſttomachs,they had ſome excellent fruits, 
according tothe ſeaſon, 

Rufina was a woman much inclin'd to mirth, but = 
at this rime, doing her natural diſpoſition ſome vio= © 
lence, ſhe ſeem'd to be very melancholly and re- 
ſerv'd, and ſo continu'd all the time they were at 
ſupper, eating very little, the -berter ro expreſs her 
wearineſs, and being troubled at the accident, which 
had befallen her. The Hermic in like manner pre- 


rended he had nogreat ſtomach, whether che mear 
: L 13 Was 
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Was not dreſs'd ro his mind, or that he did it out of 2 
compliance with his fairgueſt, whom he look*d on 


ſo atcentively all che time they were ac ſupper, as if ' 


he had been ro read aLeAure of her Phyſiognomy, 
At laſt, having caken away the mear and cloch, the 
Hetmir, defirous ro know of Kafina, the cauſe why 
her own Brother would have taken away her life, en- 


rreared her to ſatisfie him, which ſhe did in this ſhore 


account of her felf. 

Though ir cannor bur aad very much ro my efll'- 
Qion, to make a rehearſal of the occaſion of it, yer 
the kindneſs you have done me, my dear Brother, 
beino {otranſcendent, I ſhould be a very ungraceful 
perſon, to deny you the fatisfaction of ſome 
account of her whom you have ſo highly oblig'd. 
«1 was born, ſaid (he, inthe City of Almeria, of 


_ < noble Parents, my Anceftors having been famous 


©there for ſeveral ages. All the children they had 
* were onely my ſelf, and a Brother, whe 1s a year 
* older then lam. My Father and Morher left this 
* world, and me inir alictle before 1 was fully ar- 
* riv*dro the fifteenth year of my age. There were 
*rhoſe who thought the face you now ſee not un- 
** handſome, that is in other words, ſeveral perſons 


** courred me in.order to marriage, bur my Brother | 


* oppos'd it as much as lay in his power, charging 
7 my Sutors with ſome defeAs or other, in their 
Ki eſtares or extraCtion, ſo thac not any one of them 
2s. obrain'd whar they ſo much defir'd. I believe che 
rue cauſe of my Brother's refuſals proceeded from 
A defire he had thar I ſhould +20 inco a Nunhety, 

where I had two Aunts, and he ger to himſelf 


« {ome- 
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<« ſomewhat of the fortune my Father had left me. 
& T diſcover'd his deſign, by their continual preſſing 
« of me to becorae a Nun. Bur I never had any in- 
&« clination to that kind of life, and ſo my Anſwer to 
<« them was {utble thereto 3 which incens'd my Bro- 
&« cher ſo much 1gainſt me, that he never look*d kind- 
«[y on me ſince. | 

\ © While theſe chings were in agitation, a young 
« Gentleman, who had lefr Almeria ere he was ten 
« years of age, return*d from Flanders, where, for 
«che good ſervices he had done his Majeſty, he had 
«been advanc'd tothe command of a Company of 
© Foot and a Troop of Horſe. He came accordingly 
© 1na very good equipage, both as to Cloaths and 
* Horſes. He had a pretty conſiderable eſtate, and 
© had nor receiv'd any ching from it fince his depar- 
* ture from Almeria, ſothat there waga good ſumm 
*© lay ready for him. He one day chanc'd to ſee.me 
* at Church, and lik'd meſo well, that he enquir'd 
© whoIwas. Some cave him an account of me, and 
* ſoon after, he began ro make his addrefles ro me, 
*andto court me by Letters and other ways. To 
* make my rale ſhort, I was nor inſenſible of his 
©affeCion, bur conſidering with my ſelf rhe equa- 
«liry there was berween us as to birth, and the ex- 
<« cellent endowmencs he was Maſter of, I com- 
<« ply'd with his love, and admitted him to come 
«1nto the houſe, bur upon the aſſurance he gave me, 
&« rhar his courtſhip was really in order to marriage. 
<« He vilited me with much freedom, for my Brother 
«< wis then ſick ofa diſeaſe, which had brought him 


« almoſt ro death's door, (1 would it had carried him 
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<« quite into that cold room, my condition would nor 
<« beſoſad as it is at the preſent,) One of my former 
& Sutors, being not a little rroubled ro ſee a Ney- 
« comer ſo highly advanc'd in my -favour, began to 
© watch him, and ina ſhort time ſaiy him let in and 
coming our of our houſe, ar an ur.ſeaſonable rime 
* of the nicht. He made a very wngentlemanhke 
© advantage of that diſcovery ; for, erivying any other 
* thould have what he could nor' obrain, he gave my 
© Brother an account of what was done in his houſ?, 
© One day comingto vifit him, and being all alone 
* with him, he told him what he had ſeen. My Bro- 
«thzr, Who had recover'd 4 little of his (trength, be- 
** can to ger up, and by his own obſervation was con- 
© firm®d in what the orher had told him. Yer could 
*© he not be reveno'd of me, by reaſon of his weak- 
** nels, and pyr it off to ſome other opportunity. He 
© feem'd ro 1K extremely troubled that T1 had en- 
* o22%d my affection to that Captain, and proteſted 
*©that he would have been much leſs, had I made 
* choice of any other, for he had had ſome difference 
* wich his elder Brother, and ever fince, they had re-_ 
© ver been good friends, 

« Ar lift, my B:other recover'd his former health, 
& and finding the Captain gone from Almeria, he 
< cold mg, that he would carry me to ſee an; Aunt of 
© oursat Malaga, who was a Nun of rhe Order in- 
© ſticuted by St. Bernard, TI believ'd- him, and nor 
«<im1gining he knew anything of che correſpondence 
**berween the Ciprain and my ſelf, I was very glad 
of the opportunity to ſee tht Aunt, whom I was 
** much oblig'd co, for ſeveral things ſhe had ſent 

| cc me 


« me of her own'working. We prepar'd our ſelves 
« for the journey, and rode each of us on a horſe, 
« with two ſervants on two others ro Walt on us. Be- 
« ing come intothe wood near this place, he ordered 
« the rwo ſervants to $o before, ro prepare a lodging 
« for us, and being 'come to the place where you 
« found me, juſt as day was taking 1ts laſt leave, 'he 
« chrew me off my horſe, and pur me into the con- 
« dicion you found me in, wherein no doubr I had 
« periſh'd, had nor you fortunately reliev*d me, for 
«che diſcharging of the Piſtol made him ger away 
« before he had done the work he intended, May 
© God, the requiter of all good rurns, remember the 
«© charicable aſſiſtance you did me, which was ſo 
© range, that I ſhall never forger 1t as long asT 
a. 

The Hermic having heard this ſtory, took occafion 
co comforr her the belt he could, and promis'd her to 
do any thing that lay in his power 3 whereupon they 
parted for chat rime; and went co their ſeveral Beds ; 
ſhe, ro thar which had been prepar*d for her, and he, 
to another, that lay in a ſecrer place, very well fur- 
Biſh'd ; for, however he blinded the world with an 
apparent auſterity, he was a perſon who lov'd his 
eaſe as well asany other. He was deeply fallen in 
love with R#fna, and mighty defirous to acquaint her 
with his paſſion ; bur the fear of ſcandal made him a 
a little reſerv*d. He ſpent the whole night wichour 
any reſt, contriving how he might beſtmake a diſco- 
yery of his love toher, 
| As ſoonas it beganto dawn, he got _ ſoon 

aiter him Rufiza, who going into the Church be- 
DO longing 
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longing to the Hermicage, found him on his knees 
before the Alcar, which oblig*d her to do the like, ac 
2 little diftance from him. He thought fic ro con- 
tinue his deyotion a while, bur not withour much 
diſtraRion, for he could not forbear looking on her, 
co ſuch a height was his love grown in onenighr. On 
| theother fide, Rufina, who was as well read in Hy. 

pocrifie.as the Hermit, was reſolv'd to outvy him ac 
kneeling, in which poſture ſhe continued ſomewhar 
longer than the could have wiſh*d. Ar laſt perceiving 
chat Cr:ſpin had done his prayers, ſhe alſo ended 
| hers. Whereupon the holy Brother comes to her, and 
ſaid to her, © Blefled be the great Preſerver of Man- - 
« kind, my dear Siſter in Chriſt, for his infinite 
«mercies; be it his good pleaſure that you may live 
_ < happily all che reſt of your days, and have all thoſe 
<«enjoyments of body and mind you can your ſelf 
« defire. I pray tell me, excellent creature of God, 
&« how you reſted rhis night. Very well, my beloved 
« Brother, repli'd, ſhe, I thank your kindneſs, though 
«rcherrouble Iam in ſuffers me not to be quite free 
«from diſquier. There is nothing more argues a 
&« Jevour Soul, ſays Criſpin, than a ſweet and humble 
«© compliance with the will of Heaven ; pur your con- 
& fidence in him who hath numbred the h:irs of your 
<« head, and doubt not but this heavineſs will be 
<« rurned into Joy. If it be his blefled will, ic hall bz 
&« fo, ſaid ſhe, though we ſee not the me2::; how ir 
«will be effe&ed. O excellent creature! cries owt the 
« amorous Hermit, how highly meritorious in the 
«fight of 6 1s this holy acquieſcence and re{ie- 
©« nation 7 | 


| | Having 
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Having ſo ſaid, he brought her intoa little room, 
our of which they had the proſpe& of the fields, 
where being both ſate down, Criſpin began co open 
| - himſelf to her in this diſcourſe. ©*+ When I ſeriouſly 
« confider, Madam, the ſtrange effects of beauty, how 
«che purſuance of it forces men into diſturbances, 
<« 2nd in a manner tranſpores them our of rhemſelves, 
<« ] cannot chuſe bur pity and excuſe them, becauſe 
«rhe frailer part of man endeavours irs own fſatisfa- 
« &ion, and the hearr is naturally enclin*d to defire 
«chat which the eye contemplares with a certain 
<« pleaſure, eſpecially having for its obje& the moſt 
_ « gelightful thing chat Godever fram'd. Yon may 
« hence rake occaſion to imagine, Sifter, whar re- 
« fle&ions we ſhould make on the celeſtial beauries, 
« 2nd thoſe ſupernatural miracles which tranſcend 
<« the reach of our ſenſes, When TI left the world, 
« which was 1n an age not much acquainred with the 
<« wickedneſs of it, I propos'd to my ſelf, as far as 
<1 could with a reſpe& to humanity, to keep-my 
 Eſelf ar as great a diſtance as I could from the 
« Gghr of that admirable ſex, which is not unde= 
& ſervedly called, the fairer half of the world ; 1n- 
« aſmuch as I have already pur away childiſhneſs, 
«and began roentertain thoughts ſurable ro man- 
« hood, and apprehended, that tro be exempred 
« from the charms of women , was a privilege 
<« wholly angelical. I am ar the preſent much more 
« ſatisfied as ro that particular, chan I could have 
« been in thar ſtare of innocence, and I find ttere 
«1s an abſolute neceſſity I ſhould keepur of your 
« {1ghr, or fall into the ſnare 1 ſee the denil lay- 

Is 
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« ins for me. The ſumme of this diſcourſe, M4. 
« dam, is ro ſhew you, that beauriful faces are very 
« dangerous, and that, fince my firſt fight of yours, 
« I feel my Soul in. a very great hazard. Be nor 
<« fartled, I beſeech you, ro hear metalk after this 
<© rate 3 this diſcourſe, I mutt confeſs, 1s very dif- 
<« conſonant to the habir I have on, and the pro- 
<« pofition I have embrac'd : but theſe have not un- 
<« mann'd me, and conſequently not exempted me 
« from humane infirmiries. , 

Wirh theſe words there might be ſeen ſpread- 
ins over his face a certain bluſh, as if he could 
not make the firſt overture of ſuch a thing with- 
out expreſſing ſomewhac he was never truly ac- 
quainted wirh, Shame. MRafiza, with a counterfeic 
modeſty, ſeem'd ro do as muchas he had : bur Oc- 
_ cafion preſenting her fore»lock, and relling her that 
chat was the moſt likely way to bring abour her 
deſign, ſhe would nor give him an abſolure de- ' 
nial , but made him this Anſwer. «< Though I know 
« my ſelf not to be of their number, who, by their 
«beauty, may engage men into any diſquier , yet 
**muft I acknowledge, Brother Cr:ſpiz, that, as to 
this point, I am of: your opinion ; for rhe attra- 
*© Etions of Beauty are ſo powerful, that I my (elf, 
< though a woman, am carried away therewith, as 
«well as others, and know not a erearer- pleaſure, 
* than thar of ſeeirg a handſome face, and admiring 
© rheeffeRts of ir, And therefore I wonder not at 
*all, that men are reduc'd to ſome extremities, 
* when they are paſſionately in love, fince ic is to 
* be imagin'd, thar the force of beauty operates with 

v+ 4an 


es 


The Triumphs of Feniale 'Subtilty, 57 


' Eanextraordinary influence. Nor do I think any 


« more worth my admiration, to-ſee it hathits effes 
« 15 well onthoſe who are retir'd out of the world, 
« 15 on thoſe whoſe affetions are moſt inclin'd 
<« thereto, inaſmuch as they have not attain'd a de- 
« oree of perfe&ion purif'd from the droſs of all 
« humane enjoyments : And therefore, I have rea- 
« ſon to think my ſelf the more oblie*d to the cha» 
« riry you have ſhewn me, fince I underſtand, that 
<« your exerciſing of it is not without the loſs of your 
« quiet, and ſomewhat of ſcandal. I could wiſh with 
« 411 my heart, thac I were not the cauſe of ſo much 
«trouble in the world 3 bur in regard you are 
<« not heard by any but my ſelf ,. you need fear 
<« nothing as to that particular, You were deſirous 
« © know the Hiſtory of my Adventures, I am no 
«leſs to be acquainted with yours, and particu- 
© larly to underftind what might have oblig'd you 
© toleave the world ſo ſoon, to live in this ſolitary 
<« place, and with ſo great auſterity. For though 
<< I doubt not bur you did it in order to the falvarion 
© of your own ſoul , yet me=thinks I perceive in 
© you thoſe excellent endowmefits, for which you 
© might have' been efteem*d in your youth, and 
© pur off the execution of ſo hard a penance cill an- 


<« other time. | 


Rafina's diſcourſe was as the counterfeit Her- 
mite could have wiſh'd ir, and thereupon being 
tranſported with joy, he came more home to his 
purpoſe, and told her in plain rearms, tha the charms 
of her beauty had ſo inchanted him, char, from 


the minure ſhe firſt came into his honſe , he had 
not 
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not had any reſt, he loving her as paſſionately as 
man could be imagin'd to love woman. KRnfina, 
who minded her own work, entertain'd the dic. 
courſe with ſomewhat of kindneſs, excufipg ir 
upon the account of humane frailty : ſo that oiy. 
ins him ſome hope, char he ſhould obrain his de- 
fires,  heſeem'd co be rhe moſt ſatisfd perſon in 
world. KRafina pretended indiſpolition , and for 


rwo days together kept her bed, where ſhe was 


creared by her charicable Entertainer, with the 
beſt mear could be had for mony, which was 
brought to the Hermirage in che night cime, by his 
Cameraces. | 

It may ſeem ſomewhar firange , rbat Rafi: 
ſhould have che confidence to continue all alone in 
ehat ſolicary place, with a perſon -of whoſe wic- 
kedneſs ſhe had a ſufficient knowledoe : bur ſhe 
knew withal che paſſhon he had for her, and in- 
ferred chence , that a real Love never being with- 
our reſpe&, ſhe could not imagine he would ever 
injure ber. Whar further aflur'd her, was the hope 
ſhe had put him in co treat him more kindly, when 
ſhe had certain notice brought her, that her Brother 
had lefr Malaga; beſides, that the 'apprehenſion 
ſhe bad [«R ſhe mighr be diſcover'd, kept her from 
requiting, as ſhe thonght her ſelf oblie'd, the 
- extraordinary kindneſs he had ſhewn her. Thus 
ſhe drew in by degrees the Rampant Hermir, who, 


rofurther on the work, promis'd her to make a dili- - 


cent enquiry, by the means of his friends, whether her 
Brother were at Rs | 


Thac night, Criſpiy's three intimate friends 


came 
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came to the Hermitage, bringing along with chem 
above two thouſand Crowns in gold, This was 
the robbery they were engag'd upon, when Garay 
over-heard their diſcourſe In the wood. The dif- 


covery had been made by Cr:ſpiny in a houſe of 


the Ciry, where he was wont to receive alms, 
and the rain having prevented the execurion of the 
deſiene thar night, they had now done their work, by 


thruſting aliccle boy 1ncothe houſe where che mony 


was, who made a ſhift abour mid-nighr ro open the 
door for them. 


The three Robbers brought the mony char very 


niehe to the Hermitage, Cr:ſpin», who was un- 
willing they ſhould ſee what female-company he 
had in the houſe, receiv'd them in his own cham- 
ber, and treated them with a —_ As they 
ſupp*d, they difcours'd of divers things. There 
was among them one , who having quitred his Stu- 
dies, had engag'd himſelf in that infamous kind 
of life , not regarding his extraction, nor his en. 
dowments, which were much beyond ordinary. 
This perſon furniſh'd chem with diſcourſe upon all 
occaſions ; whence it came that Cr:ſpiz defir'd 
him to divert them a little, and, ro drive away 
the time a while afrer ſupper, co enterrain them 
with ſome Hiſtory or Novel , for he had abun- 
dance of them. He preſs'd him the more ear- 
| neſily, that Rxfina might alſo participate of rhe 
diverfion, who, from the room where ſhe was, 
micht hear all cheir diſcourſe. She was very glad, 
to find, that Criſpin was the ſecrer entertainer 


of ſo virtuous a Society , and immediately con- 
cluded 
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cluded by their diſcourſes, that they were the ſame 
perſons , whom Garay had over-heard in the 
wood. The young man, whom the Hermite had 
intreared to tell chem ſome ſtory , diſplay'd the 


excellency of his wit and memory, 1n the relation 
of the enſuing Novel. 
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The Knight of the Noble 


Order of the Marigold. 


KO: Pedro Oſorio, a G:neleman of ve:y 
2 high Qualicy, was bornat F Me-Fraxche 
de Vrierco, an ancient City, upon the 
confines of Galicia. He was deſcen- 
"a & ded from a very noble Family, and was 

brought up in his own Country, with his elder Bro- 
. ther Doz Fernand Oforio, and a Siſter called Dozua 

M 


Cons 
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Conſtantia : but his Father and Mother leaving this 


World ere. he was full fifreen years of Age , he was 


forc'd into that courſe of Life, which is common! 


raken by the younger Brothers of Noble Houſes, 


who have not much left them , and with the little 
Money he could ger together, he went to rail a 
Pike in Flanders, He behav'd himſelf fo gallantly 
there upon ſeveral occaſions, that he got the Colours 
of a Compary of Foor , and after other ſucceſsful 
encounters againſt the Dutch, ke was advanc'd to the 
Command of the ſame Company. Having after- 
wards in that Charge made -yet greater demonſtra- 
rions of his Condu& and Valour , his moſt Serene 
Highneſs the Arch-Duke Albert prevail'd with his 
Majeſty ro beſtow on him che Order of che Knights 
of Alcantara, with an affurance of the firſt Com- 
mandery, that ſhould be void, belonging to thar 
Order. Having obtain'd that , he ſtill continu'd his 
Military employments, till-ſuch time as there was a 
Ceſſation of Arms made between the King and his 
Enemies of the Low-countries, -to laſt a year and a 
day. This opportunity, together with the news he 
receiv'd out of Sparr, of his Elder Brother's Death, 
oblio'd him to Sire lerve to make a journey into 
his Country, where two Children his Brother had 
tefr, and his own Siſter, ſtood in need of his pre- 
ſence ; the former, ro be proteted by him 3 the 
latter, to be diſpos'd of in marriage. Don Pedro 
arriv'd at Ville-Franche, fifteen days after his Siſter's 
departure thence for Yailladolid, where the Coutt 
was then, with an Aunt of his, a Widdow, his Fa- 
ther's Siſter, who would needs have her along with 
her ; this old Lady, who had a great kindneſs for 


hers 
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with a becter match. 


As ſoon as Dozx Pedro was come into his Country, 
he rook order about his Brother*s ERate, and the 
Tuition of his Nephews, whom he left in the cuſtody 
of an antient Kinſman of his, whom having encruſted 
with the care of their education and maintenance, 
he reſolv'd co go and ;yific his Siſter ar YVa:lladolid, 
As he was ſerting things in order for that Journey, 


paſſing through rhe broad place of Yille-Fraxhe, 
he ſaw abundance of people, going towards an Inn, 
which was at the end of ir, accompanying ewo Lit- 
rers, in one whereof there was an old Gentleman, 


and, in that which follow'd, a young Lady. whoſe 


cranſcendent Beaucy, beightned by the ſumptuouſneſs 
of her attire, raviſhed the eyes and hearts of all char 
ſaw her, but above all choſe of Doz Pedro, He was 
ſo enflam'd by char cranſient fight of her, har, co- 
vering with his Cloak the Order he was of, he fol- 
low'd the Litrer, ſo tranſported our of himſelf, that 
he refleted not on what thoſe who obſerv'd him 
mighr ſay of his demeanour. Be ſaw her lighting at 
che Inn-gare ; and if he was before rais'd inco a kind 
of aſtoniſhment ar the beauty of her Face, he was 
now no leſs, at the handſomeneſs of her Body, the 
magmtficence of her Cloathing, and the ſweetneſs 
of her Complexion. Ina word, he was reduc'd to 
ſuch an extremity by the paſſion he immediately felc 
in himſelf for her , that he made enquiry , and ſet 
himſelf to find our, who that miracle of perfeX&tions 
might be, which had ſo of a ſudden ſurpriz'd his 


Herr, and attain'd ſo abſolute a diſpoſal of his Lt- 
M 2 berry, 
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her, having reſolv'd ro leave her all ſhe had at her 
Death, in hopes ſhe might with thoſe advantages meec 
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berty. He was ſoon ſarify'd as to that particular, 
for, mzeting with one of her Servants going from 
th: Inn towards the Market-place , . he with much 


 civilicy ask'd him, who that old Gentleman was, and 


whither he was then going > Tne other, who. under- 
Rod civility well enough, rerurn'd him this Anſwer, 
« The Gentleman, whoſe name you are ſo defirous 
<« ro know; and who is my Maſter, is called the Mar- 
« queſs Rodolfo, a perſon of the higheſt Rank nexc 
<© to Soveraien Princes, who comes into Spary, an 


< Ordinary Ambafſadour, from the Emperour of 


© Germany, to his moſt Catholick Majeſty the King 
« of Spain, He brings along with him is beautiful 
<< Daughter, the Lady Margaret, to be married to 
* Leopsldrs, his Excellency's Nephew, who 1s at the 


*< preſent ar Yaulladolid, a Gentleman of extraor- 


* dinary worth, who in the flower of his Youth left 
© Germany, to go and ſee foreign Countries,atrended 


** onely by four Servants. He has travell'd over all 


** France, Enpland, and Italy, and is now reſolv'd to 
., Make his Ford in Sparn, havine already continu'd 
'* ſome rime ar che Court, with a very great Train. 
= He hach a Houſe mognificently furniſh'd, and 13 
by very highly in favour with his Carholick Majelty, 
*and well reſpeRed by all che Nobility abour the 
cc Court ; nay his generoſity and excellent conver- 
£ ſation have acquir'd him the efteem of all the 
. Freaceſt perſons in this Country, This marriage of 
- Signor Leopoldas had been treated of in Germany, 
t with this Lady Margaret, the onely Daughter of 
Bs Maſter, who leaving his Country upon his being 
” honour'd by che Emperour wich the preſent Em- 
** baſſy, hath ſolliciced che buſineſs wich greater 
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cc earneſineſs; ſa that his Imperial Majeſty ſeems 
« defirous thar chis Match ſhould go forward. We 
« came by Sea, but had ſuch diſtreſs of Weather, 
« thar- we were like ro be caſt away ſeveral times. 
« While we were in that danger, my Maſter, a Gen- 
« tſeman- much inclin'd to Devorion, made a Vow 
& that if he eſcaped, through the- interceſſion of che 
« oforions Patron of Spain, ( for whom he hach a 


- © particular Devotion ) he would viſit the place 


<« where his ſacred Body lies buried , ſo well known 
<« all over the World for the great Miracles daily 
&« done there, Being come to Yaz/ladolid, my Ma- 
« ſter continu'd there fifreen days, during which 
& time all things were agreed upon in order to the 
& Marriage. That great affair ans, concluded, he 
« would needs perform his Vow, and g0 to Saint 
&«& Tames's. His Nephew Leopo/das 1s not come a- 
& long with him, but ſtays at Yar/ladelid, ro ſend to 
* Rome for the Diſpenſation, for the Lady Margaret 
© and Signor Leopo/das are Couſin-Germans. . Thus 
« Sir, I think I have ſatisfy*d your defire, as to the 
&« queſtion you put to me. one? 
Don Pedro gave the Servant very greatthanks for 
the accompr he had given him of his Maſter., and 
aſlur'd him he would requite his kindneſs, if it lay in 
his power, and ſo took leave. This diſcourſe hap- 
pen'd afrer night, as they walk'd over the Market- 
place, ir being ſo dark as that the Marqueſs's Servanc 
Could nor take any particular notice of Don Pedro, 
who did all he could to avoid being diſcover'd. The 
accompt he had receiv'd, that the Beauty, which had 
ftollen away his hearr acthe firſt fight, was already 


engao'd, and, within a ſhort time to be married, 
M 3. caus*d 
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caus'd him to return home a much ſadder Man than 
he had lefr it. This affliction, with the love which he 
already had for her, bereav'd him of all reſt, Thar 


very niche, he would needs go and ſee the Marqueſs 


and his Daughter at Supper, yet ſo as that he mighe 
not be perceiv'd by them. The maſter of the Houſe 
plac'd him ſo as that be might ſee all at his eaſe, yer 


not be ſeen himſelf ; and this was to leap our of the. 


frying-pan into the fire. The next day, the Marqueſs 
went thence, ſoas thar Dsz Pedro ſaw not the Lady 
Margaret any more that time : nor was he much 
croubled at it , for having in the nicht. advis'd' with 
his pillow, to find out ſome remedy for his diſquier, 
he found ir neceflary, that he ſhould nor be ſeen, 
either by the Marqueſs, or his Daughter, or any one 
belonging to them, that he might the better compaſs 
a defien which onely Love could inſpire him with- 
all. | 

The Kinedom of Gal:c:a is very full of moun- 
rains, and conſequently the way to Saint James's 
muſt be troubleſome ro travel, ſo that the Marqueſs 
could make bur ſhort Journeys, whence Dox Pedro 
inferr'd, that he could not be back in leſs than ewenty 
days ; preſuming he would make ſome aboad ar 
Commoſtella, todo his devotions, and refreſh himſelf, 
ere he ſer out for his return, Accordingly, he dil- 
pos'd of his affairs in order to the defign he had be- 
rhoughr himſ-1f of , and, taking leave of all his ac- 
quaintance, he went to Pext-ferrada, a Town which 
lay four Leaoues further from the Court than Y1!c+ 
Franche. He took up is Quarters at an Inn, whence 
he ſtirr*d not inthe day-time, but onely rook the air 
a little 1n the njchr, yer with ſuch a caution not to be 


known 
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known to any, that he diſcover'd himſelf ro none of 


the Inhabitancs, bur onely his Land-lord, whom he 
-acquainred wich his quality, and the deſign had 


brought him thicher. He was atrended onely by one 
Servant, Whoſe fidelicy and courage he had many 
years.experienc'd, for he had ſery'd him as a Soldier, 
and waiced on him, from the time of his firſt depar- 
cure from YViUle-Franche. Felician (ſo was this faith- 


'ful Servant named ) perceiving his Maſter more me- 


lancholy than he had been wont to be, and chat 
ſomewhar kept him from reſting in the night, for he 


. heard him diſquietly turning in his bed, and fighing 


ever and anon, he imagin'd chat the cauſe of his 
diſturbance was nor at Potferrada, inaſmuch as if it 
had been, he would nor have fail'd, night or day, to 
diſcover by his vifies, what could not be known by 
his diſquiets and ſighs. Thus this diſcreet Lover nor 
diſcovering any thing of his ſecrer paſſion, Felician 
could nor eneſs at the occaſions which bred ſuch a di- 
RraRion in his mind : nay though he did all lay in his 
power ropry into it, yet could he never meet with 
any ſatisfaction. One day, finding his Maſter all 
alone, and not able co endure that reſery'dneſs in 
him any longer, he thus ſpoke to him: 

© I ſhould never have imagin'd, Sir, that you 
« could be guilty of ſo great a cloſeneſs rowards a 
© ſervant, whom you have ever found faithful, and 
«to love you even beyond his own life. You have 
< hererofore chought me worthy the knowledge of 
< your moſt important ſecrers 3 pardon my, if I pre- 
« fume rorell you, that your ſilence now gives me 
« juſt cauſe to conceive, that you have nor the ſame 


« thoughts of me, and that T muſt be gwlry of ſome 
M 4 © crime, 
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« crime, whereof 1 have not my ſelf the leaſt appre- 
« henſfion. Wherein, I pray, Sir, may I have offen. 
&« ded you? You muſt needs harbour ſome ill thoughts 
« of me, fince you conceal from me the diſquiets 
<« which deprive you of all appetite to mear or reſt, 
« Sure they proceed from' Lov2,. or I am mightily 
<« miſtaken. You cloſe not your eyes all night, and 
« ſpend the day in retirement, avoiding all ſociety, 
«and viving your ſelf up to perpetual ſolitude, and 
c«& melancholy z which I am extremely troubled to 
«ſes, You have left your Country, telling your 
<« friends that you were going to Court ; whereas 
& you continue 1n an obſcure place, where you are 
<« afraid to be known. *T1s impoſlible for me to for- 
& bear orieving at it, as long as I am 1gnorant of the 
&« cauſe thereof. Pardon my curioſity, Sir, which 
« however impertinent, 15 an argumenc of my faith 
« and readineſs to ſerve you. 1 know it to be the 
<« Jury of a good and fairhful Servanr, punctually and 
<« implicitly ro obey the commands of his Maſter, 
& without infinuating himſelf further into his ſecrets, 
<« than he is willing he ſhould be acquainted there- 
« with, Thave hicherro kepr my ſelf within thoſe 
<* bounds, and have ſoliv'd with you asrhat I fear 
©* not any reproach you can make me. Bur now at 
< laſt, my ancient fidelity gives me the boldneſs to 
& ask you, what buſineſs 'may have brought you to 
* this place ; what occaſions your diſquier, and what 
*you intend to do inthis obſcure Inn, where you 
© admir-not of any enjoyments 2 Have you a greater 
 *©confidence of the happy Maſter of this Houſe, 
* whom you have known bur within theſe four days, 
<.chan of an old Servant, of whoſe zeal and fidelity 

c you 
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« you have 'had ſo many experiences? You have 
« heretofore thought my advice worth the asking, 
<< nay have follow'd it, in things, for ought I know, 
« of as great importance as this 1s, | 
Felrrian having thus ended his complaint, his 
Maſter conceiv'd himſelf oblig'd to make him ſome 
Anſwer, which was this. © Fel/icran, I muft confeſs, 
« ] have look'd on thee, and char juſtly, as my friend, 
«aritle I may well allow one who hath ſhar'd with 
<« me, in war, the dangers, In peace, the enjoyments 
_ © I have been engae'd in. Ir 1s a very hard thing, not 
&« ro ſay iÞpoſſible, that any man ſhould, 1n the diſ- 
& poſal of himſelf, rake a courſe contrary to that in- 
« rended him by Heaven ; chough it be ſaid, that a 
&« wiſe man ſhall have dominion over the Stars, that 
«is ( as Atrologers expound ir) humane Prudence 
cc ſhall elude the decrees of Fate. Iamborn tolove 
& aBeauty, which ſurpriſing my hearr, hath withall 
&« poſleſs'd it ſelf of all che faculties of my Soul. 1 
« find my ſelf no longer Maſter of my own liberty, 
© that I am nor able to make the leaſt diſpoſal] of my 
« will, and ſoit were a madneſs for me, to oppoſe 
© che inclination, whereto che ſovereien Powers have 
& made me ſubject, I ſuffer my ſelf ro be fooliſhly 
*carri'd away by my paſſion, though I know well 
« enough that T atrempt a thing abſolutely impoſſ1- 
« ble, and beyond my ſtreygth. Thisis che cauſe of 
© my diſquier, muſing, and melancholy, ſpending 
<« the nights without reſt, and the day in ſolitude, 
© ſuffering a thouſand afflitions which I cannor ex- 
&« preſs, and lovin where I am nor to hope the leaſt 
< return of Love, by reaſon of an iMincible obſtacle 
© that lies in my way. This 1s that deſtroys my en- 
«© joyments, 
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& joyments, and poiſons all. my joy. I have ſeen thar 
« divine Beauty, thar mortal Angel, thar prodigy of 
c« miracles, who paſs'd through our Town with her 
c« Father the Marqueſs Rodolfo - the excellent en- 
&« dowments the is' Miſtris of, and which chou mai 
<« have admir'd as well as my ſelf, are all the excuſe 
© I can alledee for the blindneſs of my paſſion ; bur 
<« they feed ir not With any hope, There 1s an obſtacle 
cc lies between me and che poſſeſſion of her, which 
cc F ſhall find it impoſſible ro remove. This cranſcend- 
© ent Beauty isalready made ſure ro a Gentleman 
« of great worth, who is her Couſgg-germane, 
© named Leopoldxs, and me-thinks I ſee her ready 
© co join hands with him. I hear ſuch high commen- 
© darions of his excellent parcs, thar I find the little 
* hope I had ready ro lezye me. I love her, or to 
« ſay berter, I adore her, and 4f T may judge bythe 
© preſent agitations of my hearr, I may ſay, it will 
© never be diſengag'd from the paſſion I have for 
© her. I know it1s madneſs in me to think of her, 
*and that I cannor, wirhout extravagance, ever 
© hope ſhe my be mine, co the diſappointment of a 
© young Lord, who, wich the advantages of bloud, 
© hach all choſe of nature. Nay I think ic almoſt im- 
*< poſſible to find our ſome means to acquaint her 
C - . 
*< with my Love, and to ger a Letter convey'd t9 
*© her, 1 know that the houſes of Ofor:o, T oleds, 
te f Forga,and Y ile-Franche , whence I derive my 
*© extraction, are not inferiour to thoſe of Rodolfo of 
*© Leopoldgss, and conſequently that I am as nobly 
*< deſcended as ſhe is; that would nor be the ercarelt 
*© obſtacle, if I@rould bur make my ſelf known at 
*© Court, I hear thar ſh2 intends thither, when (he 

| & returns 
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| «returns from ber pilgrimave 3 I have but three 

| «© monhs to carry on this buſineſs, which is the time 

| « requifire to ger the diſpenfation from Rome, 1 
| « havea long time conrfider'd with my ſelf of the 
| «© means, how I might get acceſs roher, and that 1 

| & conceive the moſt likely co take, 1sro counterfeit, 
| < what indeed is but too real, a certain diſtraction 
| « of mind. By aRing the mad-man's parr, I might ſo 
| < diſguiſe my extravagancies, as that the Father, 
| <pleas'd with my humour, may haply carry me along 


{C 


<« with nim to the Courr. This certainly 1s a deſign 


; _< fancaſtick enough, and not onely contrary to my. 
quality, bur abſolutely oppoſite ro the opinion I 


« ſhould endeavour to raiſe my ſelf in the world. I 
«have a certain confidence, that at Court I ſhall be 
«© known to very few, becauſe I have been a long 
<« time out of Spar, Beſides theſe conſiderations, 
« the habir I will put on;; being altogether extrava- 
« oant, I ſhall be ſo diſguis'd, rhat my neareſt 
« friends and relations will hardly know me. If, by 
«cis means, I can get into the Marqueſs's houſe, IL 
&« ſhall hope the plot will rake. For I have heard this 
© Lady 1s not fully ſatisfi'd with rhe marriage, having 
« underſtood that her Couſin is a perſon of a de- 
© bauch'd life, and inclin'Jro Women ; and thar 
© ſhe admits of his addreſſes onely our of obedience 
*to her Father. I have communicared my defign to 
*rhe Maſter of the houſe, as being a diſcreet per- 
© ſon, who may ſerve me, and puts me in hope to get 
**me into che Marquels's ſervice, when he comes 
*ro give him an account of mv pleaſant extrava- 
© oancies,as we ve already agreed together, Thus, 
© my dear Fel:cran, have l given thee a faichful _ 

EE racter 


I ae. 


SEES 47 2.4 


172 LAPICARA, or Nows. 


&«ra&er of my ſelf, ' chou know*'ſt now as much as 1. 
« do, as well of my affliction, as my love ; miſty 
& not the confidence I have of thee, and affitt ms 
* wich all thy wit and induſtry, or expe& ers leng to 
«be a witneſs of my departure out of this world. 

Felicran, out of compliance with his Maſter, ap. 
proved of the project, though he doubred much the 
ſucceſs of it. . He ſaw his Maſter was too far tran- 
ſporred to receive any prudent advice ; ſo that he 
prom#'d to affiſt him according to the deſign he had 
laid toger acceſs to his Miſtreſs, and troubled nor his 
thoughrs with. any thing bur how ro compaſs ir, It 
was his buſineſs therefore to ger cloaths made forD'; 
Pedre, ſucable ro his extravagance, He pur him inco 
a Caflock after the old faſhion, with puffs at che 
ſleeves of green cloth, and large skirts, a Cloa!: ſome- 
what like a Rocker, very ſhort, and a 44:{an Cap, ci 
green Pluſh. Being thus diſeuts'd, he chang'd ins 
quarters, and went ro the Hoſt's Brother's houſe, wio 
alſo muſt of neceſliry be acquainted with rhe ſecrer, 
All this could not be done wichour ſome yellow 
pteces, whereof he had brought good ſtore ont ©: 
Flanders , with ſome Jewels of value he. had gotter 
by gaming, at which he was very fortunate. 

Abour this time the Marqueſs, wich che beautiiu! 
Lady his Daughter, were upon their return from ch?it 
Pilgrimage. Before they got to Poxtferrada, tir 

ams of his Licter broke, ſo that he was forc'd to 
cometo the Town on horſe-back, and to ſtay cher? 
two days, while che Litter was mended. The Ma:- 
queſs rook up the ſame Inn where Dex Pedro had 
lodg'd, as being the beſt in the Town. The Hoſt be- 


ing taught whar he had to ſay to the Marqueſs, fo: 
cnc 
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the furtherance of Don Pedro's deſign, ſoon mer 
with an opportunity to do ir. For, as moſt perſons 
| of Quality, when they travel, are very inquiſitive to 
know what 15 rare or remarkable ar the places through 
| which chey paſs , the Marqueſs defirousto hear what 
there might be at Pomtferrada, call'd for the Hoſt. 
Having travell'd ſeveral times before into Spar, he 
| ſpoke the Language very well, was a very ſociable 
{ perſon, and glad of company. 
| The Hoſt being come into the room, he began to 
| ask him concernins the Antiquities of the Town, 
| the illuſtrious Families had liv'd m it, the diſpo- 
fitions of the Inhabicancs, the beaury of the Ladies, 
| and ſuch particulars : wherein the . Hoſt ſarisfy'd 
him, giving him a very exa& account of all he kneyy, 
Among the antiquities and remarkable things of the 
Town, he came to ſpeak of Dox Pedro, telling ſuch 
ftories of him as might raiſe a deſire in the Marqueſs 
roſee him, © There is comes ſaid he to his, within 
« theſe fifreen days, a very rare perſon tothis Town, 
« fantaſtically clad in a green ſtuff; bur there is a 
« oreater extravagance in his behaviour than chere is 
« in hiscloaths, and yer inthe height of his diſtraRi- 
« 9n, there may be abſerv'd certain ſhadows of un- 
| © derftanding and ſtatedneſs which render him excel- 
«* lent good company. Being asked by ſome of our 


cc Inhabirants, who he Was, It am, (41d he, Son co the 


« River $1, which paſſes by the walls of this Town, 
” and deſcended from one of the moſt Uluftrious 
« Families of Galicia. He expects to be treated 
« with youur Honour, and your Lordſhip, in diſcourſe, 
©thoush he is known by the title of K might of the 


& Noble Order of the Marigold. The fooleries he tells 
| "a 
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= ro make ood the ritle he aflumes, are ſo ridicy- 
&« fous, that they force Laughter from rhe moſt me. 
« lancholy. He ſeldome comes our of his Lodoino, 
« feeds high, and we cannot imagine whence he 
« ſhould have means to live ar that rate. He hath x 
« Servant to wait on him, who knows the lenerh of 
<« his foot, and complies with him in his madneſs, 
« ejcher for his advantage, or that he hath a ſoft place 
« in his Head, as well as his Maſter; and I think 
<« chem borh very well worth your notice. I wonder 
<« che Knighr hath not been yet co wait on your Ex- 
« cellency ; for he is mighty deſirous to converſe 
« with Strangers, and finds them our as ſoon as he 
« hears of their arrival. 

The Marqueſs was much pleas'd with this Rela- 
rion of the Hoſt , and defir'd him ro bring him ac- 
quainced with chat noble Knight, The fair Lady | 
Margaret expreſs'd allo a deſire to ſee him, for the 
had been preſent at the Hoſts diſcourſe. He gladly 
ſarisfy'd them, being over-joy'd the Prologue of the 
defign had taken ſo well. He went to his Brother's 
ro fetch him, having before rold the Ambaſladour, 
chat he muſt creac him honourably, if he expected ro 
mike any (port with him , inaſmuch as, being ex- 
treamly ſelf-conceiced in his madneſs, he would bz 
pur out of all humour, if he were entercain'd wit! 
any diſ-reſpeR, or indifference. 

The Marqueſs, who was a perſon naturally inclin'd 
to mirth and civility, promis'd him he would obſerve 
his direRtons. Whereupon the Hoſt marches away 
for Dox Pedro, who came intorhe room very humo- 
rouſly in his fool's coat, making wry mouths, and 


ſome fanraſtick oeſtures, che introduction to his fu- 
rure 
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cure extravagance. The Ambaſſadour, how ſerious 
ſoever he would appear, as being oblig'd by his qua- 
tity to difſemble, . could not forbear Laughing, to ſee 
him in chat equipage, attended by Felrcran, who, on 
the orher ſide, ated very well the part had been 
oiven'him. He went to receive him at che Chamber- 
Joor, with this complement ; © Welcome co the 


| © nobleſt piece of Gallantry that ever Sparz ſaw ; 


« welcome the mirrour of all che brave Knights thar 
« ever Were celebrared for their heroick Actions. 
«' The News your Excellency tells me, replies Doz 


E& Pedro, deſerves not the reward may be expected 


© for it : you are extreamly miſtaken, if you think 
« your ſelf the firſt of thoſe who have admir'd Na- 
* trure's prodigality towards me 'in excellent parrs 
« and endowments. Give me the favour at leaſt, 
* anſwers che Marqueſs, to be one of che moſt faich- 
« ful witneſles thereof, which no-doubr I ſhall, if 
* you pleafe bur to honour me a while with your 
* {weet company. For as a rich Diamond pleaſes all 


© the world, ſo the artrations of your countenance, 


8 © andche tranſcendent infinuarion of your behaviour 


« forces the admiration of all that ſee you, 
Don Pedro was by this time got near the fair Lady 
Margaret, whereupon looking with a certain aſto- 


| niſhmenc on her miraculous Beauty , ©* My Lord 


« Marqueſs, ſa:d he to hinz, 1 beſeech you forbear at 
© preſent the praiſes you are pleas'd ro give me , for 
«ir were to profane thoſe which are due ro this ex- 


| *cellent crexture,” I pray ler me know whether ſhe 
«be your Dauehrer , for if ſhe be, you will be much 


* concern'd in the Elogies I ſhall give chis --- this --- 


© this -=- ( well) Miracle, Her coming into the 
&« world 
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« world was to embelliſh' our Hemiſphere, to ſupply 
* Cp;d with freſh Darts, to become the Load-Rlone 
S& of Hearts, the delight of the Eyes, the aſtonich- 
«< ment of the Univerſe; the maſter-piece of Hez. 
« yen, and the miracle of, Nature. By the Noble 
& Order of Knight-wood I am of, I ſwear, that the 
&« very minute I firft caſt my Eye on this accompliſh'd 
« Beauty, I found my heart was grown rebellious, 
« and no longer mine ; my will bereay'd of all free- 
« dome ; and my ſoul become abſolutely her Slave, 
&« Tn a word, Sir, I think my ſelf ſomewhat different 
&« from what I was before , and the more 1 feel my 
& ſelf;-the more I am aſtoniſh'd ar the ſtrange Merta- 
© morphoſir. The commendations you give mz, 
© renowned Knight , replies .rhe Lady, ſmell coo 
© much of flattery : I am, confident you do not your 
«Felt believe one. half of what you have ſaid, and 
<« therefore it will be hard for you co perſuade me to 
«ir. You conſider not that you aCt againit your own 
« Sentiment, when you ſpeak agunſt your Conſci- 
© ence, I ſhould never adviſe a Gallanr, who would 
< raiſe himſelf an efteem with the Lidies, to hazard 
& his own diſappoincment by ſo1ll a Prologue ; tor 
*ro give undeſerved praiſes breeds a fuſpitton 0t 
© imperfections ; and to be forc'd to th: beliet 0: 
* fal{hood brings truth into queſtion. The ruth, 
*© rell you, rep/ies the amorous ExtravaFant, 15 (ucts 
*© ſo pure, ſoclear, and ſo far from all ſuficion ot 
«© being otherwiſe, that you ſhall ever find it as piain- 
*ly in my Mouth as in your own Looking-elaſs. be 
© nor (o haſty, hononrable Knight, ſays che Lady! 
< h:7z, be pleas'd to take a Chair, for we deſire f9 


| 4 ; . . . 9 
< diſcourſe with you at leiſure, Were 1c Heavens 
| c« pleaſure) 
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« pleaſure, Madam, ſays Don. Pedro, as ſoon as he 
&« was ſate, chat I might ever continue near you : bur 
& I ſee the honour you are pleas'd to do me-will be 
« bur ſhorr, and my joy ſoon be over, for I under- 
«ſtand, that within two days you leave this place, 
«and if you go without me, I ſhall dye our of pure 
« orief. In the mean time, give me leaveto look 
&« on this manſion as the Empyreal heaven, ſince ſo 
C ofeat a.Deity hath honour'd ic with her preſence. 
« We forget all civility, ſays the Marqueſs, when 
« we fall into other diſcourſe, before you have firſt 
«entertain'd us wich your own noble adventures, 
& that we may thereby know what reſpe&s we ought 
« copay your worth. There is nor any due to me 
<« Sir, reples the diſgniz'd Cavalier 5 but that the 
& ſervice, I have vow'd yon, may be the better re- 
& ceiv'd, I will give you an account of my extraction, 
© and relate you the perfeZt hiſtory of my: Life hi. 
&© cherto: be pleas'd to afford your atrention to what 


o 


c« I ſhall ſay. - 
«© The Kingdome of Galic:a was heretofore 20- 


| © yern'd by Counts, and afterwards by Kings. Gov- 


| domar reign'd in that time, and continu'd a Wid- 
* dower after che burial of his brſt Wife, by whom 
«©hehad no other Children bur the Infanta, T heo= 
* domira, Who coming-to reign after him was catied 
* che V Venching-Queen. $he fell in love withche 
* Gallant Kiraredo, one of the richeft and prope eſt” 


. * perſons in the Kinedome. He ever kept about the 


* Courry and was a Kinſman, though ſomewhat af-r 
© off, torhe King, bur his principal Favourite, by: 
& which means he had acceſs into che Queen's chams 


* ber, atid gor of her that _— whereby Mar kind 
4c 1s 
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<« is propagated. I prov'd to be the iflue of rhar 
&« 2morcus Union , and the good hour of my birth 
« happen'd at atime that the King chanc'd to bear 
<« his Daughter's lodging. The pains of Child-birth 
<« ſurpriz'd her , and being a Novice in ſuch adyen- 
« tures, ſhe could nor diflemble her Labour, even in 
< rhe preſence of her Father, who 1magin'd it was 
« ſome other accident had happen'd to her. Her 
& V'Vomen holp her to Bed, not knowing the diſeaſe 
& that troubled her; bur not long after I came into 
« the world, it ſeems, to run through all the misfor- 
& tunes that have happened to me fince. Being re- 
& ceiv'd into the world by a faithful Servant, who 
« knew of my Mother's Loves, ſhe took me 1n her 
« Lap, to be deliver'd to a Brother of hers, who 
« was alſo acquainted wich the buſineſs. As ſhe 
& went our of the Infanta's Lodgings, ſhe meets 
<« with the King, going to viſit his Daughter. She 
&« was affraid his curioſity would have egg'd him on 
© toexamine what ſhe had in her Lap ; which made 
<« her turn back of a ſudden, and, by a ſecret pair of 
«6 ſtairs, go down into the Garden, where having 
<« diſpos'd me into a little wicker Basker, ſhe pur me 
« into the River S:/, which ran by the wall thereof, 
* and told the Infanta thar ſhe had deliver'd me to 
© her Brother, as they had reſolv'd. I was carry'd 
* awhile on the Chryftal waves of that clear River, 
** but ac laſt, the water growing ſomewhat rough, I 
* ſunk, and was receiv'd into the arms of the God 
** of that River, who encompaſs'd by his fair Nymphs, 
( condvRed me into his own Chryſtal palace. You 
” may haply imagine this diſcourſe a fejzn'd ſtory 

x taken out of the inventions of the Poets 5 but give 

TE Cc me 
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= ec me leave ro aſlfre you, thar the buſineſs happen'd 


&« no otherwiſe than as I tell you. 7 
&« I was broughr up by the Nymphbs in that ſecrec 


! © Manſion; and inſtructed by che God of the River, 


& who wilh'd L might prove worthy ſo noble an edu- 
© cation, He caus'd me to be inſtructed in all man- 
& ner of Sciences; and ſpar*d no pains to make me 
«© 2n accompliſh'd perſon. I learnt three or four 
«* Languages, bur. particularly the Latin above any 
<« of che other. Being arriv'd to the twentieth year 
«< of my Age, Love, to ſhew his omnipotency, and 
* chat all places are under his juriſdiction, caus'd his 
« flames ro faſten on me even through the warer, In 
*© chat Vireinal company of Nymphs, there was one, 
© for whom the God of that watery habitation had a 


| *parcicular efteemi; and ſhe deſerv'd ic, for ſhe 


& very much excell'd all her Companions ; her name 


| *© was Anacarfa: Her endowments were extra- 
{ © ordinary, and her beaury beyond all compariſon, 


* In complexion and ftarure ſhe came ſomewhat 


, «near this fair Lady your Daughter , and had the 


* ſame advantace over the reſt of che Nymphs, as 
© the Defphick Torch hath over the other Planets, 
« She play'd excellently well on all kinds of Inſtru- 
© mients; to ſum up all in a word, ſhe was a prodigy 
© of all perfe&ions. I fell ſo paſſionately 1n love 
* with chis beauty that I had nor a minutes reſt, from 
© che time thar little Deity had wounded my nhearr, 
© with the morral darrs of her ſparkling Eyes. I 
« found ir a hard buſineſsto diſcover my love to ner, 
* in regard I could never meer her alone. She was 
© perpetually haunted by ſome of thoſe who liv'd 1n 


* thar Chryſtal palace ; they follow'd her every 
| N p. ww wheres 
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« where, and would never be our of her fohr. But 
&© one day, when all che other Nymphs were gone, 
&« 4 Mufick-meeting, at which were alſo to be read 
© certain Lectures of Poeſie , being the ordinary 
« divertiſements of the God of that River, the di- 
&« vine Anacarſia purpoſely pretended ſome indiſ. 
& poſition, to give me an opportunity to ſpeak with 
&« her, She ſent me notice of ir, by one who came 
<« totell me from her, rhat ſhe. kept her Bed onely 
&« for my ſake , than which I could not have expeRed 
<« a kinder complement from one of her Sex, 1 
&« went to her chamber, and found her careleſsly laid 
&« on a Bed of Moſs, exceeding in whiteneſs the fine 
« Sheets ſhe lay on, and diſputing as ro ſplendor and 
&« ljehr, with the Sun, who then beheld her. I was 
&« ſtartled at the fight of ſo many charms, and was 
© upon the point of loſing all Sentiment, an effe& 
& natural enough in thoſe who are truly rouch'd with 
© love. But recovering my ſelf a while after, thoueh 
* {till much troubled, and my tongue bur as it were 
© newly looſned, 1 cook the confidence to make this 
& diſcourſe ro her. | 

_« Adorable Nymph , the elory of theſe deep 
* Habitations , but the unavoidable Rack of theſe 


_ © heares, which are captivared by your Beauty, my 


* ſoul, fince rhe firſt rime I ſaw you, is abſolutely 
&« diſpos'd ro ſerve you ; I have no. further power 
** over her, ſhe 1s.wholly yours, and glories in ner 
« ſlavery. Treat her as athing belongs ro you, and 
* a$I have vow'd her to you with an inviolable fide- 
*liry, You have done me an extraordinary favour 
* 111 allowing: me to declare the amorous paſſion 1 
«© have for you : may I further hope that you ms 

: b© allay 


| .- The Triomphs of Female Subtilty. 
© callay ic, and if T ſhould be admitred to that degree 
y « of felicity, ſhould Inot be che happieſt and the 
© moſt glorious of all men ? 


I8I 


© The fair Anacarſia infinicely pleas'd with ſo 


 C gbliving a diſcourſe, and the worth ſhe obſerv'd in 
& <me, highly honour*d me with her afﬀe&ion, and 
| <«compli'd with my amorous deſires, in ſuch ſweec 
: «and melting expreſſions, as pur me in hopes of the 


; happy accompliſhment of my Love. Bur it was not 
# &long ere our diſcourſe was interrupted by the God 
: «of the River, who finding neither of us ar che 
; «© Meeting, came ftreight ro her Chambers and 
«funk in ſo ſoftly, that he over-heard ſome part of 
4 & onr amorous conference 5 which ſo incens'd him 
 <aoainſt me, that he immediately reſoly*d togive a 
| & check to my preſumption. He laid fiege, with his 


| E& clear waters, tothe chamber of Amnacar/ia, and 


| © ere he had quite damm'd up the door, he caſt me 
| © our with ſnch violence, rhar I was got to the bank 
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« of the River. I preſently heard a voice ſaying unto 
&« me, Guadomarss, thon arr deſcended from Kings, 


| though it be a long time ſince they have had Scep= 


Crers in their hands; Princes of another Family 


« have diſplac'd them. Thou art born a Pagan, 


« chooſe what Law thou thinkeſt beſt 3 if thou wilt 
« follow my advice, thou wilt take that which 1s ob- 


| © ſerv'd in this Kingdom, under which lived thy it- 


«luftrious Anceſtors. T have juſtly baniſh'd rthge our 


| *of my dominions, becauſe ir was not fir I ſhould 


« ſuffer profane love ro be made ro a Nymph who 
& had vow'd her chafticy to me, as I had mine to her. 
&« | have promis*d her my prore&ion and aſliſtance in 


« 21l things, Keep Con} within thy Fs. 
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& dom, and aſſure thy ſelf I wiſh thy good and ad- 
& yancement, ſo far am1 from doing thee any dif. 
<« courteſfie. Whitherſoever Fortune ſhall diſpoſe of 
c« thee, - be confident,-chou wilt not be out of the 
<< reach of my care. 

& With thoſe words the waters of rhe River 
<« ſeem'd to ſir themſelves into a gentle curl, which 
cc being preſently laid, it became as ſmooth as it had 
«been before. -I immediately found my {elf ( by 
« whar adventure I know not ) in a Kitchin-garden, 
&« in the midſt of a bed of Marigolds, which I look'd 
© on as a good Omen, and thought my ſelf oblie'd to 
© derive my namethence. Afterwards, at my bap- 
«© riſm, I rook the name of Peter Gil of Galicra, 
© raking the ſurname from the Kingdom which had 
© been heretofore in the poſſeſſion of my Prede- 
© ceſlors, who have been dead theſe four- hundred 
<< years, as,I have found in Hiſtory. Beſides thar 
*name 1 have taken as an additional ricle, that of 
© Kmght of the noble Order of the Marigold ; 1 have 
** afluny'd it my ſelf, for an illuſtrious Hero, as I am, 
*© may be his own Herald, and by whar appellations 
** he pleaſes raiſe himſelf above the ſphere of the 
* common ſort-of people. 

- & Thus have I given your Excellence an accortpt 
*© who I am, and diſcover'd tro you my true Original. 
**If the qualittes and endowments I own,' deſerve 
*rhe Honour to be receiv*d into your alliance, gire 
** me leave, O moſt illuſtrious Marqueſs, ro make my 
ks addrefles ro this ſuper-celeſtial Beauty, this Miracle 
- Of ourage, whom Nature was humorouſly pleas'd 

*to frame for the delight of the eyes, and torment 


* of heares, Ionely expe& your good will, give it 
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« me, Ibeſeech you, and thereby ſatishie my excra» 
<« ordinary paſſion. I rhink you ſo generous, that you 
« will not deny it me, if you conſider, thar granting 
<« it not, you bereave me of my life, which you know 
«is che moſt illuftrious of any in Europe ; and are 
<« conſequently ſarisf1*d, that the world, loſing in me, 
«the moſt renowned Knight it ever had, muſt wichall 
«loſe the worthieſt Kinſman of his Catholick Ma- 
<« jeſty King Ph:/:p. 

He deliver'd theſe laſt words with ſuch pleaſant 
oeſtures, the better ro expreſs the violence of his 
paſſion, that both che Marqueſs and his Danghter had 
much ado to forbear laughing, - Fe/ician was afto- 
niſh'd to ſee the force of that paſſion, which, of an 
accompliſh'd Gentleman , made a ridicuſous 
laughing-ſtock ; and could rurn-a perſon of eminenc 
parts and judgment, ane not long before conſulted 
in Flanders as an Oracle, into a counterfeit Extrava- 

ant. For if he had nor yretended rhe loſs of his 
wits, he had loſt all che hopes of his love; and he could 
not have gotten netr fo faira Lady upon any account 
bur that of madneſs, 

The Marqueſs compoſing his countenance to more 
ſeriouſneſs, return'd him this Anſwer. © $ignor Do 
« Pedro Gill, the moſt illuſtrious, and onely Knighr 
« of the Noble Order cf the Marigold, I am ex- 
« cremely pleas'd witch the knowledge you have 
« oiven me cf your perſon, and che accompt you have 
«© entertain'd me with of your miraculous birth and 
« noble education. Had a perſon, leſs iI[uftrious than 
*© your felf, acquainted me cherewith, I ſhould hrve 
« miſtruſted his diſcourſe, and imagin d he told me 


« fables: bur a perſon-of your worth and quality orght 
N 4 M0 
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« ra be crediced in all things, Whar further confirm 
« me in the truth thereof 1s, that, he is no leſs then 
« a Prince who ſpeaks to me. Believe me, i have; 
&« oreat reſpect for your rare Qualiries, and ſuch an 
© honour for your perſon, that I would aflure you my 
« own 15 wholly at.your ſervice. | I have that eſteem 
< for your friendſhip, chat I ſhall endeavour the con: 
<« tinuance of-1t whije I live. I wiſh my.ſelf a natur:l 
© Innabirant of this Kingdom, chat I might have the 
* oreater opportunities to further your ſatisfaction, 
< I (hall Ray Here bur cill ſuch time as his Imperial 
« Majeſty ſhall ſend order for my return ; but du- 
« ring the abode I ſhall make here, command me in 
© any thing lies in my power. As for the permiſ- 
«©fon you deſire ro make your addrefles ro my 
«© Daughcer, I from rhis cime. give it you, - and] al- 
& low her toaccept of ir, and tp entertain you kind- 
ly: bur ſhe is already made ſure ro a Coulin of 
© hers, and I have ſent ro Rome for a Diſpenſation, 
© winch once come , the Marriage will be con- 
© cluded. This obſtacle lies in your way, and you 
<« will find ita hard matter to remove ic. Iam ſorry 
*LIhad notthe happineſs of your acquaintance be- 
6 fore ; for how gladly wa I have embrac'd the 
*< honour of having a Son-in-law of your worth and 
« quality, and ro ſee my Family alli'd:to the Blood- 
5: Royal of Galicia? The end of moſt Courtſhips 1s 
* Marriage ; of yours you ſee it cannor be. To ad- 
* dreſs your ſelf ro my Daughter uponany other ac- 
count, I know you would nor ; the husband ſhe 
© expeQs 1s a perſon of ſo much gallantry, as not to 
*receiveany ſuch affront, . | 
« The diſguis'd Excravagant broke forth into great 
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refencments upon his obliging diſcourſe, which made 
excellent ſpore for all chat were preſent. Bur having 
laugh'd their fill, che Marqueſs and bis Daughter 
could not forbear making charitable refleQions on thac 

range kind of diſtraQion, Ir pitied them to ſee a 
Gentleman every way ſo accompliſh'd, fall'n inta 
ſuchunheard of extravagancies, as co alledge him- 
ſelf deſcended from a River, and brought up in it, 
five hundred years before. While ſome that were 
preſent, purpoſely to urge him to ſpeak, oppos'd the 
ories he had cold chem, and he endeavour'd to give 
them fatisfation, the Marqueſs acquainted his 
Daughter wich a thing had come into his mind, 
which was to carry Doz Pedro along with them to the 
Courr, it being likely he would find rhem excellenc 
ſport by rhe way. They reſolv'd to treat him as a 
Perſon of eminenc qualiry, having underſtood by his 
Servant, that he was really ſuch, and that upon his 
recovery out of a grear fickneſs, that madneſs had 
ſeiz'd him, The Lady Margaret was very well 
content, leaving it co ſome other time to acquaint 
him therewith. Dox Pedro Gil coming to take his 
leave of the Marqueſs ſaid ro him, Thar fince he was 
ſo unhappy as not to deſerve his fair Daughter's hand, 
in the-quality of a Husband, he would allow himto 
love her with a vertuous Love, ſuch as even her Hus- 
band ſhould not diſapprove. The Marqueſs gave 
way, defiring him to honour him with his company ar 
ſupper that night, for that he had ſomewyhar co com- 
municare unto him. Don Pedro gladly accepted the 
proffer, and thereupon chey parted. 

- The Marqueſs and his people talked very much of 


Doz Pedro, wondring at the ſtrange kind of —_— 
| , 
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| hewasfallen into. He acquainted them with the 
defign he had to rake him along to the Court. Th: 
Maſter of rhe houſe where he was lodg'd happenino 
co be then preſent, told him, chat he doubted Ds; 
Pedro Gill would hardly be perſuaded thereto, if the 
Marqueſs treated him as an inferiour ; for he wi, þ 
mighty ſelf-conceired, and ſtood much upon his ho- 
nour ; bur if he were willing, there would ariſe an- 


other difficulty in the manner of his travelling; in re- 
eard, ſaid heto him, your Excellency going by Lir- 
rer, Ichink he would be loath to go by horſe, «< we'l 
<« find an expedient for that, ſays the Marqueſs, 
& which is, that my Daughter, as his Miſtreſs, tall 
© command him to entertain her ar the fide of he: 
<Litrer ; for if his love continues, he will be glad of 
<« the -opportnnity ; and he ſhall havean excellen: 
<« horſe, richly harnaſs'd, which I have led after me, 
© to ride on when I am weary of the Litter, 

Dor Pedro, who had been acquainted with all 
rheſe diſcourſes, fail'd not ro come to ſupper, to 
which he had been invited. The Marqueſs receiv'd 
him very civilly, and caus'd a chair to be ſer for him, 
near his Daughter, which he choughr a very ſional fi- 
your. © They talk'd of divers things, the Marquels 
finding he had an excellent wir in his intervals, whic? 
ever clos'd with ſome pleaſant extravagince, The) 
were very merry at ſupper, and were oblie'd for thei: 
diverſion to the merry diſcourſes of Doz Pedro. AC 
laſt, the cloth being taken away, the Marqueſs broke 
his mind to him in theſe words. . 

<*Tis a thouſand pities, moſt renowned Knight, 
<rhat a perſoy, ſo accompliſh'd as you are, and one 
«< furmſh'd with all the excellent- endowments that 
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Y « recommend tnen to the favour and eſteem of 
 <« Princes, ſhould as ic were defie their Courts, and 


Z <ſpendyour time and talents in ſuch an obſcure 
= «olaceas this is. I have heard that the reaſon of this 


« your retirement is, that you have not means to 
cc ſive ſutably to your condition and the rank you 
« ſhould maintain. IF ic be fo, giye me leave to pro- 
&« poſe an expedient to you, out of the particular 
«eſteem I have for your Signory. I ſhall cake it for 
« a yery great favour, if you will be pleaſed ro go 
<« along wich me to /alladolid, where you ſhall be 
©rreated, in my Quarters, withall the ſubmiſſhons - 
<« and reſpe&s due co a perſon of your qualicy, yer ſo 
«as that it ſhall nor coſt you any thing. Byrhis 
& means coming to be known, and your worth ſpread- 
« jng it ſelf, you may meet with a rich wife, of ſome 
& {lluftrious Family ; wherein my Daughter may do 
« you a kindneſs, in regard ſhe, having occaſion to 
<« {ee many of them, will advance you into her fa- 
« your, for whom you have moſt inclination. Let 
&* me obtain of your Knight-hood the favour I deſire 
« of you live freely wich us, ſince you would have 
© mebelieve, that the love you bear my Daughter is 
« pure and ſincere; I will undertake irc ſhall be 
« kindly taken by the Husband ſhe hopes ro have. I 
«* expe& your Anſwer to this particular, and I deſire 
& it may be conſonant to theeſteem TI have for your 
« worth. a 
Dozx Pedro was extremely fatisfi'd, that che Ims 
ſure had taken ſo well, and immediately appre- 
ended, that, living in the houſe wich tbe Marqueſs, 
he ſhould be near ber whom he ador'd, which was rhe 


main end of his defires 5 whereupon he return'd _ 
this 
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this Anſwer. ©< Notemprartion in the world ſhouts 
<© haye forc'd my removal from this place, bur the | 
« extraordinary Ciyilities I have recetv'd from your | 
* Excellency. I had reſolv'd to ſpend the reſt of |: 
© my days in this retirement, as conceiving it the | 
*< beſt courſe for a perſon of my Quality, whoſe Re- | 


© yenues are much below his Honour, to confine 
<« himſelf ro ſome place, where he is not much 
© known, and ſoavoid rhe charge of Servants and 
*Cloaths. Bur the refpe&s you are pleas'd ro have 
f© for me, © together with chis cranſcendent Beauty, 
© who, by the forcible attra&tions of her divine coun- 
* tenance, draws hearts after her, as the T hraciaz 
© Orphess did living creatures, ones and plants, by 
© the harmonious ſound of his Harp, have made me 
«wholly at your ſervice. 1 ſhall not trouble either 
**you or my ſelf torell you how perſons of my Qua- 
© l1ry oughr to be created, as thinking ic enough, that 
«1 have alteady acquainred you with my Titles, and 
<< particularly chat I am' of the Blood-Royal. The 
*Coreateſt favour you can ever do me, is, that you 
** command me ro wait on your Danghter, which if 
LC egg* * a 

you do, I ſhall the more willinsly accepr of the 
Lb Len 1 D 

proffer you are pleagd ro make me. 


The Marqueſs finding him willing to go along | 


wich them, all that remain'd to be done was to pet- 
ſuade himto do ic on horſe-back, ' which he was con- 
rentrodo, char he might che better entertain his 
Miſtreſs at che fide of her Litter. Don Pedro help'd 
the Lady into her Litter, being proud'in his mind at 
that introduQtion of his ſeryice to her, and that he 
had the happineſs ro cake her by the fair hand, conti- 


huing his attendance on her from their deparrure 
| from 
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from, Pontferrada, till they came to Yallado/ig. All 
che way along, he enterrain'd her with pleaſanc dif- 
courſes, intermixe with amorous exprefſions, and at 
every Inn they came ro, ſhe fail'd not ro give her 
Father an account of the divertive diſcourſes the had 
had with Dox Pedro. 

'The laſt day of their Journey, Doz Pedro would 
needs feel the pulſe of his Miſtreſs as to her inten- 
ded Marriage, and endeavour'd to diſcover how ſhe 
was inclin'd therero. He brought the buſineſs upon 
the.Stage, ſo dexrerouſly, as that ſhe might nor ſuſ- 
pe& him guilty of any impertinent curioſity, Ir is 
commonly obſery'd that perſons any way afflied are 
apt to break their minds to any people , bur eſpe- 
cially co thoſe with whom they are familiarly ac- 
quainced. Accordingly, to eaſe her own thoughes, 
and ſatisfie Dox Pedro, (he made him this Anſwer. 
&« Worthy Knight of rhe moft honourable Order of 
<« the Marigold, I muſt needs acknowledge, that my 
&« Couſin Leopo/dus 1s a perſon endow'd with all 
« the Qualicies, capable to raiſe a Woman's Love to 
«the higheſt pirch , bur 1 have withall diſcover'd 
«him co be ſo fickle, and one ſo naturally inclin'd 
©ro addreſs himſelf ro all ſorts of Women , nor 
& regarding whether they be nobly or meanly de- 
« \cended, that ic very much cools my affe&tion ro- 
&« wards him, and makes me fear his alliance, chongh 
«I find my ſelf ſufficiently inclin'd thereto, could 
« I perceive any likelihood of his reforming himſell 
<« of that inſuf{-rable humonr. Bur, far from thar, 
« fince my coming into Spar, when he ſhould have 
<« endeavour'd to give me greiter aflurances of his 


| *aﬀfeRion, I find him as indifferent as co my ſaris- 


&« fon 


| | 
| | 
| 
: 
i 


&« faQion ag ever : and God kriows with what appre. | 


<« henfions I am induc'd to condeſcend ro this Match, 
<« For if Iam now frightned ar the thouehts of his 
&« miſ-carriaves, what muſt I nor fear, when he ſhall 
<« beconie my Maſter > The obedience I owe my 
< Father, arid the neceſſity I find that this Marriage 
<« ſhould be concluded, for the compoſure of ſome 
« differences in our Family, make me wholly paſſive 
<< in the buſineſs, and ſo content ir ſhould oo for: 
«ward. Iadmir of his Addrefles not withour ſome 
<« violence to my own inclination , and all I can do, 
«<'isropray Heaven, Chat ic would inſpire him with 
« berter reſolurions. 

Don Pedro could have wiſh'd that ſhe had nor 
been ſo reſolute, as ſhe ſeem'd to be. He therefore, 
rhough chen perſonating a Fool, anſwer'd her as a 
wiſe Man, and advis'd her ro bear a while with the 
failings of her Couſin. © Deſpair not, Madam, ſd 
« he to her, bur Don Leopoldus may become anothe: 
«Man, and rthar if he bs ſuch as you deſcribe him 
© now, that volatile humour will be fix*?d in him, 
<« when he ſhall come to be pofleſs'd of ſo fair and 
** accompliſh'd a Lady. Bur he refolv'd, upon the 
firſt opportunity ſhould preſent ir ſelf, to expreſs hs 
mind to her in other tearms, and ro make a full dil- 
covery of himſelf to his Miſtreſs. : 

They came thar day to Valladolid, and Leopoldns 


mer them half adays Journey ſhort of ir. He was 


very kindly feceiy'd both of the. Marqueſs and 01s 
Daughter, wherear the diſeuis'd Do» Pedro was not 2 
bitrle croubled : for finding Don Leopoldus a vety 
graceful perſon, he began to entertain ſome doubts 
of the ſucceſs of his enterprize. The Marquels 
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choughr fir ro make him acquainted with Dox Pedro, 
chat, by the Chara&ter he gave him, he might accor- 
dingly treat him. © Nephew, ſaid he ro him, I pray 
&« rake notice of this noble Cavalier, who hath .ho- 
« noured us with his company from Ga/rc1a , for 
« his perſon, and the rare qualities he is Maſter of 
« 2re ſuch as deſerve the higheſt eſteem. I defire you 
« roreſpe& him accordingly, and aflure your ſelf all 
&* you do will be belpw his merir, not onely upon the 
© accompt of the Royal Blood from which he is 
« deſcended, bur alſo the Romanrick ricle he aflumes 
« ro himſelf, of Kmght of the hononrable Order of 
« the Marigold, He pretends a juriſdiction over all 
< choſe places where ever any of thac Herb grows, 
« and never ſees it, bur he thinks of che complexion 
«of a Miſtreſs hz once had, who ſpent moſt of her 
«rime in Kitchin-Gardens , 1n one whereof it was - 
©Love's pleaſure to make him a Captive to her 
«© Beauty, as ſhe was eathering ſome Marigolds. 

This deſcription made Dex Leopsldas take a par- 
ticular notice of Dox Pedro, and he doubred nor, as 
well by his accoutrements, as by the fantaſtick citle 
he had raken to himſelf, ro conclude him a moſt 
tranſcendent Extravagant, and that, as ſuch, they had 
encerrain'd him inro their Company. Accordingly, 
to comply with his Uncle, he made this complement 
to Dox Pedro. «© Moſt honourable Knight of rhe 


« Marigold, I ſhall receive your acquaintance with 


Y ©25 grear ſatisfaftion as I ſhould do rhat of the 
E *oreareft Monarch in the world , and think my elf 
; Cc infhnicely oblio'd ro you that, being a perſon of 
| © ſuch extraordinary parts, you were pleas'd to honour 
8 che Marqueſs my Uncle, and my Couſin, with 
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. < pleag'd to accept che proffer I make co you of eve; |: 


| Er you, when I confider the charater my Uncle 


192 £4 PICARA, or Novs 
«& your company ſo far our of your own territories, 
« In acknowledgement of chat noble favour , he 


<« being your moſt affetionate and moft humble Ser. 
< yant, chan which I cannot expeR a higher relation | 


« hath been pleas'd togive you. 

. Dozx Pedro return'd him his moſt humble thanks, 
and ſaid to him , <T have fo high an eſteem for whats 
« ſever this fair Lady is concerh'd in, that I (hull 
<« make 1t my buſineſs co ſacrifice all you think mot 
« excellent in me to her ſatjzsfaion and yours, x 
« long asit .{hall pleaſe. his Excellency to give me 
« leaye to be of his retinue. How, replies Leopol- 
« ds, may we expe rhac furcher happineſs as to 
<« enjoy your company for ſome time ? 1 ſee norex- 
<« ſon you have tobe ſoglad of it, replies the. Mar- 
« queſs, for you are ro know, that Doz Pedro Gil 1s 
« fallen deeply in love with your Couſin, and chats 
<< is his affeCtion hath occafion'd this acquaintance, Þ 
£ rhough he hath aſſlur'd me, char, fince he under- 7 
& ftood ſhe was defien'd for you, that Love 1s turn'd Þ* 
© 1nro'a pure fraternal friendſhip , and - under that 
« innocent paſſion he endeavours to oblige her what 
« lies in his power. Be pleas'd co take my further Þ? 
& aflurance of it, ſays Doz Pedro, that no thought of: Þ* 
& chat may break your reſt 5 for thar confideration Þ 
& laid aſide, I ſhould think my ſelf capable to raiſe 
© a jealoufie even in Narciſz#s himſelf,. were he 
* now alive : for I dare, without any vanity, affirm 
* 1t, that chere is nor a perſon in the world may be 
* compar'd ro me either as to gracefulneſs of body; 
< or accompliſhments of mind. I am ſufficiently 
& convinc'd 
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&« convinc'd of the truth of what you ſay, ſays Leo- 
« yo/dxs, though I have not known you long :- and 
<« therefore wholly relying on the promiſe you make 
« me, I (half feat nothing as to your pretenfions, 
&« Which were they any other Man's, I ſhould nor be 
&« ouilty of ſo grear an indifference. 

Wirh theſe diſcourſes, they got to the Courr, and 
the Ambaſſzdour being alighted at his Houſe, he 
there foimd many Ladies, impatiently expe&ing the 
artival of the fair Lady Margarer, who was receiv'd 


7 ont of her Litter into the arms of her defign'd Hus= 


band; wherear Doz Pedro could do no lefs than con- 


» ceive 2 little jexloufie. Leopoldas, ro begin the 
{; demonſtrations of his Love, had prepar'd a magni- 


ficent Supper, to which were invited all thoſe, of 
both Sexes, who were come thither to receive the 
Ambaſſadour and his Davehrcer. 
. Don Pedro went to Bed preſently after Supper, 
extreamly troubled in mind, that he had engag'd him= 
felf in an enterprize , wherein he found ſo great 


© difficulties, He could nor imigine any means to 


bring ir abotir , ſo as thar he might come off wich 
credit; he mer with too many Ohflacles, and what 
afflited him moſt of all, was, the reſolution rhe 
Lady had taken to ſatisfie her Farher*s dzfire, who 
wasdelirous the marriage ſhoufd be concluded with 
Leopoldas, though he had been acquainted, as well 
as the, wich his miſ-carriages. Felician could not 


 forbear grumbling at the reſolution of his Maſter, 


which muſt have ended amidft choſe difficulties. He 
expos'd himſelf as an Extravagant perſon in a Cour: 
where be might have rais*'d himſelf into eſteem, and 


out of a hope nor likely ro be brought to any effe " 
O = 
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he ran himſelf daily into new inconveniences. The | 
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Maſter and Servant ſpent ſome part of the nioh | 
in diſcourſing about the bufineſs, till ar laft Doz Ped, | 
fell aſleep, with-a reſolution to diſcover himſelf ty, |* 
his Miſtreſs, and, if his addrefles were not well | 
entertain'd by her, to return immediately into Ga. þ * 
licia. | 
The viſits of the Cavaliers and Ladies, continu'd Þ- 
fix days, during which time the Marqueſs and his | 
Dinghter were often ſeen, both of them taking Þ 
much pleaſure in the pleaſant demeanour of Do; þ* 
Pedro, who acted the part he had undertaken ſo ad- þ* 
mirably well, chat his Extravagancies became the Þ? 
aiſcourſe of the whole Court, all ſpeaking of himas þ* 
one of the moſt humorous Fools that had come upon | 
the Stage of a long time 3 inſomuch that. ſome ad- Þþ 
vis d the Ambaſſadour to bring him to the Palace, 
aſluring him the King would be much pleas'd witi 
his behaviour, Dex Pedro coming to hear of it, Þ 
ſeem'd to be very angry, and excus'd himſelf, ourot Þ 
a fear his MajeRty might nor entertain bim, ſuitably Þ 
ro his quality and extraction ; that he would not run Þ 
the hazard of receiving an affront, and chat the leak 
diſ-reſpe&t ſhewn him would force him to violent Þ 
reſentments thereof. The Ambaſſadour preſs'd tim F 
no further, leſt he might pur. bim out of humout, Þ 
perceiving he lik'd not the propoſal, and pur it off to Þ* 
ſome other time, ' when haply he might find him more F* 
inclin*d co compliance ==—_ F 
Leopoldss, who was alſo Lode'd in the Ambaſls- 
dour's houſe, had onely two Servants to wait on 1M 
whom he cruſted with che knowledge of all his Love 


adventures. Ir happen'd that both theſe fell Sic* Þ 
a 


lee ie 


CS A Ss 2 La ont iodr as 
EE Ne nb SN Ss 


EY LI OE I OEG. TS IT De 5 {- of 
PORES Yet on To gr, 802 LR OG. EAA EPs we DRE 
ITE A Go MBE: ARES "4s YEE 
CT RS OT Es I oe ie} et EIT WEN INN 


Ed Sy KS Gy Me 5 hot 
IN ED IEEE EST Lo HS es ER Eee Is 
FOB Coe En pe OE RE ro rr SS 


DFE Re EIT NT EReee? 


2 Nov;4 The Triumpbs of Female Subtilty, tg95 * 

he 2t the ſame tie, a time when. he ſhould have ſhewn 
*/ more reſervdneſs in his Amours, to raiſe himſelf 
- 7 into a better eſteem with his Miſtreſs ; but he, on 
t | 7 the concrary, minded his own enjoyments above all 


- IE 
INES 


&; 


| | things, and never conſidering the preſent poſture of 
4- þ 7 bisaffairs , he continu'd his Night-viſits, as he was 
|: wont to do before her arrival. Being chus .diſap= 
'd þ 7 pointed of their atrendance, who.were beſt acquaint» 
is | : ed with his humours, he conceiv'd he could nor pitch 
o |: ona fitter perſon ro accompany him than Felicray, 
: | | who, wich the leave of his Maſter Doy Pedro, wen 
{along with him. Finding him 2-ſubcle fellow, and 
{7 experienc'd in ſuch affairs, he choughc him a perſon 
Þ|* fir for his purpoſe , and accordingly that he might 
# truſt him wich any ching. He.rook him along with 
* him three or four nights cogerner to a certain Houle, 
* out of which he came ata very unſeaſenable hour. 
[; Though Fehciar went in with him, yet durſt he nor 
* be ſoimpertinently inquiſitive, as to ask who was the 
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|= Lodging, She was a Servant, .and in love with Fe- 
| ian; there needs no more be ſaid, to make it ap= 
|: ppear, .chat ſhe ſacisfy'd him 1n whatever he deſir'd 
- to know: Felician nnderſtood from her, that that 
| Houſe belong'd co his Maſter's Aunt , -and thar his 
* own Sifter was the Perſon whom: Leopoldus had ac 
N nromiſe of Marriage ſhe 


O 2 had 


7 fack and manger; upon 2 
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had gotten from him alittle before under his hang 
' ſhe, by reaſon of her recicedneſs, being innocenc | 
-J2norant of the treaty of marriage between him an({* 
bis Coulin che Lady Margaret. F- 
Felicrian, having pump'd out all rheſe particulars] | 
fail*d nor to give his Maſter- an account thereof th! 
next day. Don Pedro was extreamly ſurpris'd there. 3 


at ; nor without indignation againſt his Siſter, choust ' 
that procedure of Leopold rais'd him into ſome hope Þ#& 
of effe&ino his dehgn, preſuming the more upon, 4 


in that being equal, as to birth, to Leopold , he ws? 
reſolv'd ne ſhould never marry any other, than her Þ# 


whom he had ſo highly difhonour'd. He thereupon BJ 


commanded Felic:azto acquaint the Maid who had BS 
made thoſe diſcoveries to him, that the marriage of Bi 
Leonoldus and his Couſin was agreed uvon, and tht BY 
a Meſlenger was ſent to Rome for rhe Diſnenſarion, BB 
not forgetting the rare accompliſhmen.s of rhe Lady Þ* 
Atargaret ; to the end ſhe night acquaint his Silt BY 
therewith, to ſee what covrſe ſhe would take, and Þ* 


how ſhe would remedy the affront intended her, He BJ 


punQually executed the orders he had receiv'd from Þ4 
Don Pedro, fo that the night following Donna Blau Be 
(ſo was Don Pedro? Sifter called ) was acquainted Þ4 
with the whole buſineſs. She thereupon had a great ÞÞ 
 conreſtacion with Doxn Leopold , who impudently kt 
deny'd that he had any thing to do, as to marriag? 
with his Couſin, In fine having done all he could ro [4 
vingicare himſelf, and appeaſe Dorna Blanca, ihe Þ 
pretended to be larisfy*d with him, provided he mote Bt 
fully juſtify'd his innocence the next morning. 50 
the diſmiſs'd Leopoid, who went away well ſarisfy'd, 
1magining her co be ſotoo 2 bur reſolying with _ 
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| ſel not £0 give her any viſit a while, he precended 
{ ſome indifpoſition, Do Pedro underfiood that nighe 
L from Felician all that had paſs'd berween Doxr Fat 
nt and his Siſter, and was extremely incens'd againſt 
7 her chat ſhe had given credit ro the deceicful words 
| of a perfidious man. However he choughr fic co lec 

$ two days, to ſee what courſe his Siſter would rake 
! inchat time, commanding Felician to proſecure his 


7 pens 


The nexc day, Doz Leopold nor coming to clear 


: E himſelf, as he had promis'd, Donna Blanca was ſo 
. | enrag'd, that ſhe would ſay no langer, but reloly'd 
Þ; co be ſarish'd from che mouth. . the Ambaſlador, of 
| the affront intended to be done her. She took a 
£7 Coach, and veiling her face, came to his houſe, bur 


© ar facks an unfortunace time, thar ſhe mer Dox Leo- 


i! pold at the door, who, diſcovering who ſhe was, pre- 


; ſencly imagin'd what might occaſion that viſit, and 


7 thar her coming thicher Was tO acquaint the Ambaſ- 
{fador how he was engag'd to her, and to ſhew him 
[i che promiſe of marriage. Don Leopold receiv'd her 


| with extraordinary kindneſs, which ſhe raking or her- 
3 wiſe than he expected, added the more to his ſuſpi- 
[8 00n. He cold her, be bad ſomething particular to ac- 
{7 quatne her with, and entreared her to 00 along with 
FE) him to a room ar ſome diſtance from his Uncle's 
lodgings. Donna Blanca would nor be perſuaded a 


KL 200d while to oive him that ſatisfaction, telling hin 

. #chac ſhe muſt firſt ſpeak with the Ambaſſador, and 

fu afterwards he ſhould talk with her as long as he 

© pleas'd. Thar Doy Leepo/d endeavour'd to prevent, 
Laſluring her, that he was ar hat time very buſie, Jook- 
ing over a Pacquer of Letters he had receiv'd from 

E / $$ the 
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the Emperor. He was ſo imporrunate with her, thi þ* 
ſhe would hear him before ſhe ſpoke with the Am. 
| baſſador, thar art laſt he prevail'd. Whereupon cone Þ* 
duRing her to Do Pedro's chamber, he entreated him þ* 
ro keep her company, till he came back to ſpeak with þ- 
her. | 7 
Donna Blanca having her face veild all this time, |: 
Dox Pedro'knew her not, but by the diſcoveries te þ 
had receiv'd, he ſuſpected her to be his Siſter, On? 
che other fide,” he was ſo transform'd by the extrz- Þ: 
yagance of his cloarhs, and, whiat added much to his þ 
diſeuiſe, his perpetual wearmg of SpeRacles, that Þ 
ſhe could not have the leaſt imagination of his bein Þ 
her Brother. Doz Pedro kept her company a while, þ/ 
without enquiring into the occaſion of her coming Þ* 
chicher, and ar laſt, leaving her lock*d up in the roon, Þ: 
he went to look for Do Leopold, ro know how tt Þ 
would have him diſpoſe of her, He was then buſzÞ 
with his Uncle, ſent one ro defire Doz Pedro, toen-f 
rertain that Lady a while, with this excuſe, that, 3Þ 
ſoon as he could, he would come and diſpatc* ne 
Doz Pedro returning to his Chamber, immediate! þ* 
lock'd the door. b 
In the mean time, the Lady Margaret had under 
Rood, thar her Coufin had ſpoken to a Woman wit'Þþ 
her face veil'd, in on? of the walks leading to [i 
Ambaſladot's houſe, and defir*d Don Pedro to conF? 
 du& her to! his chamber. The jealouſie ſhe conceiv' 
thereat rais'd in her a defire ro know who ſhe mi2"Þ: 
be, which ſhe might eafily diſcover, by reaſon the! 
was a paſſzge from her lodgings to Don Pedr!' 
chamber, and ar the end of it a door, whereof ſhe hat 
the key, She open'd it very ſoftly, leſt ſhe might "| 
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Nov.2. The Triumphs of Female Subtilty, 199 ; 
perceiv'd, and thar juſt as Dez Pedro, coming into the 
room, found his Siſter with her face unveil'd, ex- 
aces op be ſeen onely by Don. Leopold, whom 
onely the ſtaid for. As ſoon as he had taken a fleighc 


| view of her, he mage this diſcourſe to her. 


& Ungracious and unhappy woman, unworthy the 


| | © Houſe our of which chou art deſcended, and that 
{ I ſhould call rhee my Siſter ! Is ic poſſible thou 
{; © ſhouldſt be guilty of ſo range an oblivion of thy 
|; ſelf, as, relying on the vain- promiſes of a rreache- 


«|: *rous perſon, to come into this houſe to ſeek him 


z * who hath abus'd thee, and to whom thou haſt.im- 
b: 6 pudently profticured rhy ſelf > Comeſt thou co'1m-: 


© portune a man that hath forgortey thee, and ro 
© court him who hath ſo palpably deceiv'd thee ? If, 
© beſotted with a fond love, it bethy dehign to be 
© married co him, thou haſt friends ro whom thou 
« might'{t have communicated thy deſires, rather 
than have abandon'd thy ſelf ro a man who treats 
© thee with ſo much contempt, and, notwichſtand- 
«ing all his carefſes, laughs at thee in his ſleeve. He 
*©;8 upon the point of marriace with his Couſin ; art 
* thou ſo ſimple, as thar chou onely ſhouldſt be 1g- 
© norant of what is known all over the Coutt > Had 
*<X nor a reſpe& for the place where thou art, this 
* ſword ſhould diſpatch thy criminal Soul into the 
© other world, that thou mighcR be an example ro 
*21l ſuch ſimple Gulls as thou arr. Haſt chou ſo far 
« forgotten the reſpe& due ro thy Aunt as to profane 
< her houſe, by aſſioning Leopold his noCturnal meet- 
<* ings in ic > Thou ſhouldſt have berhoughr thy ſelf 
* who thou art, chat he is of no better Houſe rhan 
« thy ſelf, and char thy qualiry is as bigh as his, *Tis 
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« 2grcat happineſs to rhee, that an humour rook me 
* rocome into this Court, though thou ſeeſt me in 
« this ridiculous habir, toprevent, what lies in my 
© power, Leope/d's further abuſe of thee ; which I 
« will do with the hazard of my life. Tell me, infa- 
& mous woman, what hath paſs'd between you, thar 
* I may take ſoine courſe therein, and diſfſemble nor 
« the truth in any thing, for 1t concerns thee no leſs 
. « chan honour and life, | 

The diſconſolate Doxna Blanca heard this diſ. 
courſe-with her eyes fattned on the ground and flow- 


in? with tears, without ' giving him the leaſt. inter- 


ruption : burat laft, ro obey her Brother, whoſe in- 
dienation ſhe ſaw. juſtly grounded, ſhe rold him, in 
few words, how Lespo/d had ſeen her ar a certain 
publick meeting, thac he lik'd her, and, having en- 
quir'd our her lodgings, he had ſent .her ſeveral Ler- 
ters; that having continu'd his addreſſes to her with 
oreat demonſtrations of affe&tion, ſhe had granted 
him entrance into the houſe, and that upon a promiſe 
of . marriage under his hand ( which ſhe had about 
her) (he had permitted him to diſpoſe of her as he 
pleas'd. In fine, ſhe gave him a particular account of 
all that had happened berween them ; whereupon he, 
roadd no more to her affiition, pur her in ſome 
hope, that Leopo/d ſhould be forc'd ro perform the 
promiſe he had made her. 

"The fair Lady fargaret h:d heard all this diſ- 
courſe, ar the door which was berween her lodgings 
and Dozx Pedro's chamber, extremely aſtoniſh'd how 
a perſon of quality { ſuch as ſhe found Dox Pedro to 
| beby his diſcourſe) and one of ſuch an excellent wit, 
could pur on a Fool's coat, and behave himſelf as.an 
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extravagant in their houſe, and all about the Courr., 
She was ignorant of the - cauſes of rhat ſtrange Mera- 
morphoſis, and yet ſhe had a cerrain ſuſpicion, thar it 
might be upon her account. On the other fide, ſhe 
re 


Leopold, in treating of a marpiage with her, having 
oven a promiſe of the ſame thing to another, and 
chat a perſon ſo highly qualifi'd as Doune Blauca 
ſeem'd to be. 

Being fully ſarisfi*'d as to thoſe two things, ſhe 
would nor ſtand: to hear rhem any longer, but ruſh'd 


| Intothe room ſo of a ſudden, as that ſhe had nor the 


time to pur any thing over her face, nor he, to diſ- 
ſemble his indignation. Seeing her coming towards 
them, * Ah Madam, ſaid he co her, whar mean 
« thefe Ambuſhes 2 What's your defign therein, $o- 
« yereign Princeſs of my Soul, and abſolute Dire- 
&« &reſs of my inclinations ? Do you uſe ſuch a trea- 
« chery againſt thoſe who could nor ſo much as 1ma- 
<« oine yougiilty of any ſuch thing > Iwith fo orear 
« 4 Beauty would nor o1ve me any more ſuch appre- 
« henſions, for anorher ſurpriſe of this nature would 
<« make me die out of pure joy, as it hath been the 
* fortune of others to die out of an exceſs of orief. 


« There is no diſſembling any longer, replies the 


«Lady, for Tam fully aflur'd rhze you are nar the 


©« perſon you ſeem to us to be, and chit the affhion : 


* you are 19 requires rather fecrer and real reſent= 
<<. ments, than perſonated extravagancies. My curto- 
© firy heightned by a little jealouſte, procur'd me 
© the diſcovery of more than you. imagine ; I have 
© found the perfidiouſneſs of my Couſin Dex Les- 


«pold, greater towards me than I could have ex- 
« pected, 


l 
Red:on the double treachery of her Couſin Dox 
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«peed, conſidering his pretended kindnefles, 7 
« would fain be deliver'd out of the confuſion I am 
«in, and I earnefily intreat you to reſolve me this 
& riddle, for its obſcurity perplexes me very much : 
<« bur þefore yon take that trouble upon you, give me 
& leave to Carry this Lady your Siſter to my lodgings, 
« 1ndif my Couſin comes in the mean time to en- 
<« quire after her, you may tell him, that ſhe went 
&« away mach diſpleas'd at his lone ſtay, and leave the 
Creſt rome. 

Having ſo ſaid, ſhe took Dona Blanca along with 
her, aſſuring her ſhe would do all lay in her power 
ro ſerve her, which pur her in hope of a betrer ſuc- 
ceſs in her affairs, than ſhe could have deriv'd from 
either her Brother's indignation or Leopo/d's trea- 
chery. The Lady AMargarer lefr Donna Blanca 
among her Wotnen, and returns to Do» Pedro, who 
choush at firſt ſupriz'd at the fight of her, and che 
rhoughr of her having over-heard the infamy of his 
Siſter; yet was he withal olad of it, ſince her jealou- 
fie-and curiofity had diſcover'd his transformation, 
and the unhandſome carriage of her Coufin. Do» 
Pedro therefore was very glad to ſee his Miſtreſs re- 
rurn'd, as might be ſeen by the chearfulneſs of his 
countenance. She defir*d him to take a chairs and do- 
ing the like her ſelf, ſhe open'd her mindrto him in 
theſe words. 

6 have been in an extraordinary confufion for ſome 
« days paſt, and ſo incens'd againſt my Couſin Do 
<« Leopold, ro ſee the ſtrangeneſs of his behaviour to- 
« wards me, that I come to receive your advice how 
far I ought to reſent it, and withal to be fſarisfi'd 
*n ſome things, whereof I muſt yet acknowledge 

Lc my 
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« my ſelf ignorant. One is, and thar much raiſes my 
& wonder, to ſee you counterfeiting che Fool and 
6 Extravagant, ina Court, where you might rather 
cc a& the part of a perſon of Honour and Gallantry, 


<«25 having the advantage of being Brother to ſo fair 
« 1lLady as Donna Blauca, who, beſides the recom= 
© menGation of beauty, ſeems to be Miſtreſs of ma- 
& ny other good qualiries. You may infer from my 
&« diſcourſe, that being of the quality I ſuppoſe you 
£ ro be, you diſhonour your ſelf in repreſenting the 
<« Natural and ridiculous perſon, as well in regard of 
« the habir you have aſlum'd; as the extravagant 
« aRions wherewich you amuſe the world. Which 
« fince I cannot imagine you would do but that there 
&« muſt be ſome great mytery in it, I am the more 
& defirous to know your motives thereto, in thar I 
| & conceive 1t will be a means to clear my-mind of 
& certain doubts which now lie ſomewhat heavy 
© upon it. + | 
Having deliver'd this with the beſt orace in the 


world, the fair Lady was filenc, and left Dox Pedro- 


the liberty ro make her rhis reply, © If you find me 
«ar any loſs, Madam, in ſatisfying your deſires as ro 
« this particular, I queſtion not bur you will have the 
© g00dnels to attribute irzto that diſtraction poor mor- 
rails are ſubjet co, when they addreſs themſelves 
«tothe objects of their vows and adorations, You 

&« cannot be ignorant, (though you knew ir nor by 

« experience ) that Love is a powerful Divinity, to 

«© whom men ſacrifice all chings ; no impoſtures bur 

« he invents ; no intrizues but he 1s author of ; no 

c« Jifficulties bur he overcomes, ro compaſs his de- 

« fiones. This premis'd, I am in the next place freely 

ro 
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« ro acknowledge, that the day you paſs'd through 
« Yille-Franche, which is the place of my birth, 1 
<« found my ſelf- wounded by the lightning of your 


« fair eyes, I did all lay in my power to oppoſe that 


« paſſion,; bur ic ill. prov'd predominant, and the 


« engagement I knew chere was berween you and. 


<« your Couſin Dozx Leopold could nor abate ought 
& thereof, Nay though I knew all the particulars 
<« of that..engagement, wherein you rarher compli'd 
« wich che commands of a Father then your own 
<« \nclinarions, inaſmuch as you look'd on that too 
<« happy Kinſman, as a fickle perſon, unworthy your 
& affeRion, a truth I have ſince heard confirm'd by 
<« your ſelf ; nay though I ſaw che marriage ina tman- 
© ner concluded, yer all could nor break the reſo- 
<« lucion I had taken -to diſguiſe my ſelf as you have 


 Eſeen to traverſe ity - and fortune now feems to fa- 


« your my deſignes. I am nor therefore, Madam, to 
* repenr me of the ſlurre I may have pur upon my 
« Bloud and the noble Houſe from which I am de- 
« ſcended, In Qing the Fool's part in yours, into 
<« which it was my buſineſs to introduce my ſelf by 
& 411 means imaginable, fince the impoſture hath 
© prov'd ſo fortunate, and that I begin to conceive 
«< {ome hope of attaining my defires. You know, 
«Madam, thar I durſt not have preſum'd ro make you 
& 1 real diſcovery of my ſelf; for beſades that I ſhould 
run the hazard of not finding credic with you, I 
© camein ar a time wherr your marriage was in too 
& orear forwardne(s to be eaſily croſs'd by afcer- 
<« applications. In fine, it was Heaven's pleaſure, 
&© that a firange conjunQion of my Siſter's misfor- 
6 rune, and your own juſt jealouſies, ſhould give you 
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& diſcovery of whar, haply, I ſhould yet awhile 
' < have kept from your knowledge. My true name is 
« ©<« Dox Pedrod' Oſorio and Toledo, and conſequently 
 <«] ray afhrm myſelf co be of che moſt eminenc 
* <« Families of Spar, fince I am deſcended from the 
| « Sejonors of Yille-Franche and Aﬀorga. I have 
'*® *rhehonour to be Knight of the Order of Alcan- 
-.* Erara, andT have acquir'd it by ſome'years ſervices 
' <& done his Majeſty in Flanders, with hopes, Ere long, 
« ro be gratify'd with an advantageous Commandery. 
.<« T have given you an account of my Quality, and 
&« have not conceal'd from you-my preſumption. All 
&« T how now to Apologize for, is my Love; and, I 
 < am the more confident of your pardon as to that, 
* «if you but ever ſoliccle confiderthe unavoidable 
; © influence of your own attractions. Nay I cannot 
<« bur account ir a happy offence, fince it hath prov'd 
<« the occaſion of your being undeceiv*d ; and when 
<« T make a joynt reflection on my own happineſs, 
<« and my Siſter's credulity, I cannor repent me of a 
« diſguiſe, whereof the ſarisfaRion infinitely exceeds * 
« the ſhame, For it 1s in your power to reſtore me 
« the honour I have depriv'd my ſelf of, onely for 
« your ſake; and I ſhall fotce him, who hath ca- 
<<. joll'd my Siſter our of her Honour, co perform che 
« promiſe he hath made her, or it ſhall coſt him his 
«2s. 

- The fair Lady was raviſh'd ro hear theſe words 
from her diſguis?d Lover, and chought her ſelf oblis'd 
to make an extraordinarv return toſo extraordinary 
2 demonſtration of affetion. And being now fully 
undeceiv'd as to the Sycophancy of her Coufin Dey 


. Leop 3e made him this Anſwer. © Signor Dor 
eopold, ſhe made 2 Pero. 
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© Pedro.,- That you have, upon ſo ſlight a ground as 
© the little beauty. I can pretend to, engag'd your 
© ſelf in an enterprize ſo prejudicial ro your repu- 
* cation and deſcent, I cannor bur look on as a tran- 
& ſcendent expreſſion of your Love 3 though I do 
© not excuſe you as to this, that the noble accom- 
cc pliſhments you are maſter of might no doubr have 
& more happily and more worthily been otherwiſe 
<« employ'd. I have reſented, as I ought, the little 
c reſpe& my Couſin expreſs'd towards me , and 
<« therefore it is bur juſt he ſhould not enjoy me, 
<4ince it may be inferr'd from rhe forwardneſs of 
& his matching with another, that he never cruly in- 
& rended it. It muſt needs be an exrraordinary joy 
© to me, that I am undeceiv'd- before we were 
& joyn'd by thar Tye which onely Death can diſ- 
© ſolve. I am ſatisfy'd as tothe little affe&ion he 
<« had for me, and I do yours bur juſtice, when I aſ- 
& ſure you, that I ſhall be. ſo far from forgetting it, 
& that I ſhall endeavour all lies in my power to re- 


< quite it. | 


| This was deliver'd with ſo obligine an accent; that 
the amorous Cavalier would have caſt himſelf at her 
feer, would ſhe have permitted ir. He return'd her 
his thanks with a chouſand ſubmiſſions for ſo extra- 
ordinary a favour, and the ſweet encouragement ſhe 
was pleas*d to give his Love, It was not now a ſea- 
ſonable time co expatiate into Complements 3 Dona 
Blanca was left in the Lady Margaret's Lodgings, 
whoſe return ſhe expeRed , and Dor Pedrolook'd 
for Don Leopold, to enquire after the Lady he had 


recommended to his cuſtody; . The Lady Margaret - 


went to comfort her whom ſhe had left athong her 
Women 
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-} Women, and to put in execution what had been re- 


”* ſolv'd, between herand Do Pedro, Abour half an 
#2 hour after her departure thence comes Dor Leopold 
-; ro his Chamber, ro look after the Lady he had lefc 
= there, Doz Pedrotold him, that he could tay her 


F nolonger, that ſhe was gone, thinking he would nor 


have come to her again. © Nay then, I am glad I 


: © ſtaidſo long, ſays Leopold, ſince my ſtay hath occa- 


c« fjon*d her to do as I would have had her, which was 
« rhat ſhe might be gone our of che houſe, This 
«© Woman plagues meextreamly, and ir was no ſmall 
& happineſs co me, that the mer not with my Uncle, 
& for I ſhould have been much troubled had ſhe had 
& any diſcourſe with him. Dox Pedro ask'd him ſome 
odd queſtions, as he was wont to do, to fifr ſome- 
thing furcher out of him, bur Doz 0 ten would 
diſcover no more, The other eaſily apprehended, by 
the lictle had fallen from him, what courſe he inten= 
ded to take z and the indignation he conceiv'd at his 
ſliohting of his Siſter was ſo great, thar it was nor 
without much violence done himſelf, he forbore cal- 
lins him ro account for it, : 
 Inthe mean time the Lady Margaret had viſited 
Downa Blanca, of whom ſhe had receiv'd a punctual 
relation of her Loves, which were but too much con- 
firm'd to her by the promiſe of Marriage ſhe had 
brought with her. And after ſhe had entred intoa 
ſecond admiration at the double perfidiouſneſs of her 
Couſin Dox Leopold, ſhe ſenc to defire her Father to 
come toher, who being alone with her, (he made 
bim this diſcourſe, 
cc Tt hath ever. been a laudable cuſtom, that Fa- 
& thers ſhould diſpoſe of their Daughters in Mar- 


"+ OL OTEEED 


& crary co their wills and inclinitions, Many are yet 
cc wilſine 

& mony will change Men's humours : bur it is ſel- 
< dome found to work chat effe&, Thoſe therefore 
& may be ſaid to do well, who, refertins the ſucceſ; 
& crothe hioher Powers, by an implicire obedience, 


< comply with the diſpoſal of their Parents : bur 
& rhoſe, in my judgement do better, who uſe ſome 


& precaution, and endeavour to prevent the incon- 


& caution, char ic ſhould nor be abſolutely done con. (-: 
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& riage, as they either plead rhemſelves, or found f:- 
& moſt; convenient for their affairs, bur with chi; { 
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ro do (o, our of 2 preſumption, that Marri. | 
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& yeniences, which they muſt otherwiſe fall into. I  : 


& have ever been ready, Sir, ro do whatever you com- | 
© manded me , eſpecially inthe buſineſs now in 


c 2oitation , though I have found my Couſin Doz 
&« Leopold tobe of a diſpolition ſo contrary to mine, 
& rhat I promis'd my ſelf liccle ſatisfa&ion from our 
< being joyned torerher inche inſeparable eftate yo. 
& intended. I have endeavour'd to obey you, thou2? 
c« with ſome violence ro my own inclinations, wnich 
<« direed my affeHton to other perſons not infer!- 
& our to him, either in quality or eſtate. I conſented 
© tothis Marriage becauſe you ſeem'd ſo much to 
& defireit. When it was fully concluded, there was 
5 perſon ſent to Rome for the Diſpenſation ; an1 
&© even during that time, when I exp:z&ed my Coulin 
© ſhould have expreſs'd moſt Love ro me, I have 
&* found he hath done quice contrary, fince he hath 
* given 4 promiſe of Marriage to another Lady, whom 


© you ſhall preſently ſee. 


She thereupon call'd for Do»na Blanca, whom ſhe 


had lefr in her own Chamber, and who immediately 
| came 
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': came befare che: Ambaſſadour, Having diſpos'd her 
incaa_Chair, the Lady Adargaret continu'd her diſ- 
' Courſe. *©*© This, Sir, 1s the Lady I ſpoke of, ro whom 
« my Couſin hath given a promiſe of Marriage under 
© his hand, . which ſhe now hach abour her , and you 
<« ſhall ſee, how this perfidious perſon became rhere- . 
« by. maſter of her Honour. Coming hicher to ſpeak 
* with you, and. complain of che affront intended 
«her, ſhe mer him, who, giving her fair wo ds, 
* lock'd her. into Dox Pedro's Chamber, under pre- 
_<.rence that you were buſie, and that it would be long 
&« ere you would be ſeen by her. ,Some little cnci- 
© gfity. occalion'd my going to that door, which is be- 
& tween my Lodvings and his, and there I came co 
« the knowledge of this bufineſs, having over-heard 
® ſome part of. cheir diſcourſe, ; I. thought fic co bring 
*chis Lady ro my Chamber, to give you furcher ſa- 
& risfa&ion of ſg. preſſing a Truth, Her. qualicy is 
«> oreat, ſince ſhe 1s. of the Houfe of Oſorio and 


F? 


& Toledo » two. of. che. moſt illuſtrious Families of 
&« Spain : She is reſolv'd to makethe caſe known 1o 
| her Friends, who.are very noblez and of great credit 
«© in this. Court, that they may oppoſe my Marriage 
&« 2nd prevent our.common affconc, I have bicherro 
© obey'd you as a Father, I now. appeal to you as my 
þ Fydoez - and I beſeech you diſcharge me of ſo vnjutt 
« 2n obedience for the: future ; for I am reſolv'd 
& carher to confine my ſelf for che reſt of my days, 
f inthe moſt auſtere Manaſtery abour this City, than 
Never be Wife toa Man ſo inſenſible of worch and 


_ .. -. On, 

* X06 Atmmbaſſadour - was exrteamly. aſtoniſh'd ar 
both what he ſaw, and on had heard. He _—F 
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mind the promiſe made to Dona Blanca, and found, . 


rhar chit diſcovery alone was ſufficient to prevent hig 


Daughter's marriage with Leopold, He tmmediace! 
reſolv'd to break all ro pieces) and to diſmiſs his + 
Nephew, that there might be no more talk'of the 
buſineſs, He cansd the Ladies ro with<draw, and 
ſent for his Nephew, whom he ſhew'd che fchedule he 
had made to Doxna Blanca, asking him whether he 
knew the hand. He nor a lictle rroubled, and chano- | 
ing colour, began to deny 1t : bur the Ambaſſadour © 
rold him, rhac as he could not do it ſincerely, ſo ir 
would be very unhandſomely proffer'd, fince the 
eruch would be prov'd by ſeveral of his Lercers wric- 
ren with che ſame hand. Ar laſt Dox Leopold, not 
wirhout exrream confuſion , acknowlede'd , rhar, 
blinded by Love, he had indeed made thac promiſe, 
bur he would loſe his Life ere he perform'd it. 
Don Pedro having quitted his Fool's coat, and pur 
on a very Rich ſuit, with the Croſs of Alcartara on 
rhe Caflock, and the Cloak, heard chis diſcourſe 
from a corner of the Room where he was difpos'd, 
and nor able ro endure any longer 2 « Signor £Leo- 
<< p9/d, fard he commy uy to him, have a bercer care 
« what you ſay, and conſider her quality whom you 
© injure. Her birch is ar ſeaft as noble as yours. 
« She is my Sifter, and, as ſach, I am oblig'd ro vim- 
&* dicxe and prore& her : if you perform not the 
& promiſe you have made her, I wear a Sword by my 
&* fide which ſhall force you to do ir, if Honor will 
© nor. I have already confider'd whar T am in dur 
** oblig'd to, as to thar point, replies Don Leopold, 
** and no Man ſhall force me, by menaces, rodo any 
** thing 2gxinft my will, This ſo enrag'd Doy Pele 
chat 


; x 
" . "Tay , þ.- mY 
$ I 20% bo LEY ray $Nnog by: Fo 
6 VOL LIE EAN CERTY, POT Bs 5, fe 2%. RE 
a 
TY —_— 


7 Nov.t. The'Triumphs of Female Sbtilty, -2r1 

- 7. that he gave Dox Leopold achallenge. The diſpute 

grew higher and higher, which oblig'd the Ladies to 
-: come 1n berween them, and rogive order rhe doors 
2: ſhould be ſhar; Ieſt rhey might ger our to fighe, 


White chefe chings paſs'd, the Ambaſſadour mind- 


| ednor the perſon of Dor Pedro, and imagin'd him 

' ſome other perſon come thither afrer his Siſter : for, 

: feeing him ſo well clad with rhe Croſs of Alcar- 
'* Fara, and Wichour SpeRacles, which he conſtancly 
© Wore, he knew him nor : bur having confider'd bim 
+ berrer, he found chat he who challeng'd his Nephew 
+ wasthe ſame perſon, who, by his pleaſant exrrava= 
: eancies, had found! him ſo much ſporr. The Lady 
_ | AMatgaret perceiving her Father had his Eyes fa+ 
- ſRten'don him, wich ſome aſtoniſhment, 1magin'd the 
- Eavſe of ir, and gave it a check in thele words, 
|. *© He, Sir, whom you ſee ina habir ſocifterent from 
* <chac he was wont to wear, and who ſeem'd ſo ridie 
:: © culousto you, is Don Pedro d' Oſorio and / oledo, 
; © When this diſpure is over, you ſhall know che moe 
'. *rives obliged him torhat diſguiſe, 


_ The Ambaſſadour was the more aftoniſh'd at that, 
and would have preſs'd his Daughter ro make a fur- 
ther diſcovery of thar ſecrer, had he not ſeen the two 
Cavaliers, with Swords drawn; ready ro make trot 
Room the place of their Duel. He ran in berween 
them, and endeavour'd by mildneſs ro perſuade his 
Nephew, not to conrelt in a bufine(s, which was not 
co his. advantage ; char if he ſarisfy'd nor the injur'd 
Cavalier, miſchief would follow ; chat he ſhould 
nor rely on any proteRion he might hope from' him 
inaſmuch as ſeeino:the licrle reaſon he had of his fide 
and the affronc he intended char Lady, be ſhould 
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about the Court came to them. The Batls thereat, 


$a 


racher be againſt him, by aſſiſting his Adverſary, tha © 
countenance him in ſo unjuſt a buſineſs, That as ty. © 
his Daughter, he might quic all hope of her, that he 
(ſhould never be her Husband , and that it would dir. * 
cover a great poorneſs of ſpiric in her, if ſhe had an 
thovehrs of kindneſs for him, afcer ſhe had+beent. - 
unworthily treared by him. 3 
- Don Leopold , finding himſelf preſs'd with re- 
proaches on all fides, and withall hearkning to the : 
advice of his Conſcience, thought it beſt, to folloy - 
his Uncle's counſel. He thereupon went with open 
arms to his true Wife, ro whom he once more gave: 
his hand as a Husband, and then embrac'd his Bro. - : 
cher-in-law, whom he yet knew - not, The Lady 
Margaret thovghr it a good opportunity, before the + 


whole Company, to give her Father an accomprt how / 
Don Pedro hid fallen in love with her, how he got. 
Into his Rerinue in the qualicy of a Jeaſter; that ſhe 5+ 
conceiv'd her ſelf oblig*d ro requite the extraordi- © - 
nary demonſtration of his affe&ion to her, by an |. 
exchange of hers to him, if her Father approved | 
thereof, The old Gentleman had ſo much mertal } 
lefc, as ro admire the firange condu& of Love in all |+- 
irs operations » and particularly, how it made the | 
wiſeſt Men mad, and the Mad wiſe, making its ad- } . 
vantages of extravagance it ſelf, to compaſs irs de- þ* 
ſigns. Withour any further demurring, he gave his | 
conſent, whereupon the Lady Afargaret took him by | 
the hand, and Dox Pedro was ſ0 happy, as, by odd | 
and unlikely means, to ſee all his defires accom- #: 
pliſh'd. The ſolemnities of both the Marriages | 
were pur off till eight days after ; all the Grandees 
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and che Tilcing were extraordinary : but what more 
nearly touches the tory, is, that the King honour'd 
theſe rwo Cavaliers with great advantages, where» 
with Dox Pedro had alſo thoſe of a numerous iſſue, 
for which Dox Leapo/d needed not much to have en- 


: vid him, being the moſt ſarish*d man in the world 
: * with his choice, whom he infinicely loved, and there- 
+ by made ir appear, that the Inclinations of two per- 
; ſons, before they are uniced by Marrimony, though 


by ſome intervening occurrences ſomewhat remitted, 


- * mayyer, by thar ſacred Tie, be neighrned into a no- 
: | ble and vigorous flame of perfe& Love. 


HE Novel was lik'd and commended by all that 
'& heard ir, nay Rafina was extremely ſartish'd 
cherewich. Brother C7:/p:n, who repos d a very great 
confidence in her, was nothing troubled that ſhe 
ſhould over-hear che defigns laid by him and his 
Camerades to ſearch thoſe places, Where they had 
notice there was any booty. Cr:ſpiz approved of ſome 
of the Robberies propos'd by them, and oppos'd 


\. others, for the inconveniences he found in the exe- 
' cution thereof : .for thzy look'd on him as a perſon of 
'. vgrearauthoricy among them. His experience in af- 


fairs of that kind was ſuch, that he aflum'd the citle 
of DireRor, or rather Diaror of chat famous Socie= 
ty : infomuch har nor any one durſt conrradidt what 


* hehadonce decreed. Ir was by this time grown very 


lare, ſo that they would nor make a Dividenr of whar 
they had brought jn that night, leaving it to be done 
ar the next meeting, and committing '1t to the cuſto- 
dy of the Hermit, who was their very faithful Stew- 
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ard. Cr:ij:n's Companions being gone to their quar. /': 
rers, he chought it incivilicy tor him to do the like ere * 
he had made 2 viſir ro Rufina, to With her a good __ ; 
night's reſt. He found her a lictle more chearful than | - 
hz had ever obſerv'd her before, wherear he was very © 
olad, He ask'd her what ſhe thought of the Novel; 
ſhe cold him, rhar ſhe choughc ic very precry and full 
of diverſion, and char if ſhe might ofren hear the 
like, rhey would procure ſome abaremenc of her me. _ 
lancholy. © Take a good heart, Madam, ſays the Hy. |. 
$ pecrite to her, I hope you will here ſee an end of _ 


<« your affliction ; we ſhall endeavour to find you all 
<« rhe divertiſement we can, and 'tis poſſible you may 
* not repent your being among us, if you will but * 


« remit ſomething of your referv*dneſs, and la 
& afide, as a thing extremely ſtrange 1n this place, 
&« ſome part of your modeſty, Rafina thought ic time 
to alleviate her ſevericies with ſome affability, and 
ro quit her feigned grief, From that rime, ſhe be- 
gan to treat the Hypocrite with greater kindneſs, that 
ſhe mighr rhe betrer execute the deſign ſhe had 


ro make a Novice of an old Proje&or. Cr1:ſp:z |” 


went to bed, half laid aſleep with her favourable 


looks, and rhe hopes derived thence, thar the Forr I 
would wirhin a ſhort rime be reduc*d, fince he had |. 


made his approaches ſo near, and taken off the Mask | 


of his feign'd Hypocrifie, 


The next morning at the very breakof day, Cri- |. 
fp:n's companions lefr the Hermirage, to ſeek out | 
rheir livelihood, ar their coſt, who leaſt miſtruſted | 
chem. The Hermit himſelf was ſoon after for his | 


march into the Ciry, to beg alms, where he was wont 


to receive any. He went to take his leave of Refine, | 
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p - who defir'd himeo make very diligent enquiry fo: 
» | her Brother, giving him che marks of his face, perſons _ 
|. } and cloachs, much different from thoſe whereby 

'.} Garay might have been fonnd eur. He lock'd the 

: door on theout-fide, and carriedaway the key with 


: him, which &fina was nor much troubled at ; for ſhe 
: had þrought with her from Corduba ſome of thoſe 


' keys, which open all locks, an invention berrer than 
- } Picklocks, and ſome other devices, which ſhe had 
. | uſedatthe Gerveſe's, Thus was ſhe left all alone in 
. the Hermitage, having before-hand appointed Garay 
, tocometo her as ſoon as Brother Criff;n gor to IMa- 
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laga ; which he accordingly did, mounted on ene of 
the two horſes he had brought with him. #»finz 
having heard him, open'd the door, and cave him a 
(horr. account what rrade Brother Criifin drove, of 
his falling in love with her, and how there was a con- 
fiderable ſumme of mony in the Hermirage, brovghc 
rhicher - the night before by his Camerades. R#fina 
had reſolv'd crocarry away all the ready mony, in or- 
der whereto, ſhe ſent away Garay back to the City, 
to get ſome ſleeping-powders, to be adminiſtred ro 
Gri#Þin ar his return, that ſo they might have the 
whole night to do their work in. Garay brought rhe 
powder's before Cr:/pin gor home, for he ſpenc the 
whole day in begging, and return'd nor ro the Hermi- 
rage till cowards night, 
Being got home, he was very kindly receiv'd by 
R ufina, Whereat he was tranſported with joy, for he 
rew More and more in love with her. He ſhew'd 
er what he had gather'd that day, and beſides whar 
had been voluntarily given him, he had very uncha- 
ritably taken, of his own accord, rwo ſilver ſpoons, 
P 4 and 


no OY A IE 27 wot - 
. : « 4 ay" 3 
. 4 A 


216 LAPICAH RA: or 


and a neck-lace of pearl. 'The neck-lace he imme. | * 
diarely preſenced Rfina with,” and'put it abour her | 7 
neck, wich a thouſand amorous complements. She: / 
oave him infinite thanks for his Preſent,” after which 


they ſupp'd very merrily rogerher, he ever and anon ' * 


W-.5 


errertcaining her with ſome diſcoveries of his love, 
whereto ſhe gave him very favourable Anſwers, pro- 
miſing it ſhoyld not be long ere he had of her-what 
he ſo much deſired. bY 


quented the Hermirage, ar the laſt Committee, that 
a general meeting: thould be had there thar nighe, as 
well for the diviſion of the former booty, as the 
making of new propoſals. Cr:fpiz, who was not 
willing X2fina ſhould be ſeen, and expected ſome 
ſecrer kindneſs of her, thoughe 1t concern'd him to 


prevent it. As ſoon as they were come together, he | - 
found our an evaſion to diſperſe them, He told them, * 
thar he had received notice from the City, thar there !. 
was a (trict ſearch made for a perſon who had trea- '. 
cherouſly mucrther'd anorher; and inaſmuch as Sacred / 


places were no Sanctuaries for ſuch cowardly Offen- 
ders, he feared there would be ſome ſent to the Her- 
mirage, and it it chanc*d any one of them ſhould be 
apprehended for ſome other crimes, he might be 
ſerz 
broughe to the Torture, confeſs whar he had not been 
charg'd with at his apprehenſion. Perſons of har 
Profeſſion are commonly ſtartled ar any thing z ac- 
cordingly rhy ſoon credited what their DireRor ſaid 
rothem and lefr-rhe-Hermitage, adjourning che Aſ- 
ſembly to rhe fourth night after. By rhis means (7:- 
#12 ws lefc alone in the Hermicage, wich his Mi- 
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The Triumphs of Fenvale Subtilty, 215 
ftreſs, who had promis'd to vive him ſatisf:Rion thar 
nighe ; wherest he was almoſt our of himſelf for joy, 
chinking he 'ſhould "never ſee the hour, that ſhould 
oiye him rhe poſlefſion of that Beaury. * _ 

' Soon after they - went co ſupper, which was very 
magnificent, for Cr:#Þ1» had brought ſome, both 


_ > wild andrame, fowl, ready for the ſpit, and a good 
+ large bottle of Malaga, which is the beſt of any 


Wine in Spa;z. Kufina having plaid the cook, and 


| made all things ready, they began both to eat very 


heartily, cheir minds disburthen'd of all care and 
crouble ; healths were drunk, X#fia out-vying the 
Hermir at char exerciſe, .and having the managemenc 
of the bottle, ſhe took care that C112 never drunk 
withour che powder prepar'd for him. He drunk as 
liberally as the other fll*d, till at laſt, crumbling down 
under che table, he fell dead aſleep, inſomuch thac 
Rufina, to try whether the potion had wrovgher its: - 
effe&, pull*d him by the ears and noſe, to awake him, 
bur ic was to as lirtle purpoſe as if ſhe had done ic to 
a dead corps. With that afſurance, ſhe went down 
into the Cellar, which was under ground, and our of 
certain cheſts ſhe found rhere, ſhe took all che mony 
ſhe met with, whereof chere was no ſmall quantity. 
She diſpos'd ir into bags, which ſhe ty'd with cords, 
and into long leather pouches, wherein the Thieves 
had brought ir, they having robb'd a rich Drover who 
was going to Madrid. Thar done, Kufina comes our, 
and, by a fienal, got Garay to her, wholay hard by 
perdue for that purpoſe, 

They took all the ready mony they could find and 
pur it on. Garay's Bay, and got upon che other horſe, 


and pur forward towards Aalvga , extremely 
— | pleas'd 
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pleas'dthac they had ſo eafily trapann'd the ſubcileg 


got tO Malaga, and took up their quarter's in Garay's 
Inn, Aa«fiva not being ſeen by rhe people of the 
houſe, that night nor che nexr day, She knew what | 
nighr che Conclave of the Hermitage was co meet; + 
but. ere I tell you what courſe ſhe took, me>thinks 
I hea CriiÞ:n ſnoring, and calling come, to give ar - 
account of him. He ſpent thar night more innocent- *: : 


ly than he had done any one of a long time before, 
for, never ftirring from the place where he had fallen 


aſleep after ſupper, ir may be preſum'd he chought | - 


no hurt, By char time the Sun was gor high enough 
co raiſe the flies from creeping to flying, he awoke, 
having nor the leaſt apprehenſion of whit had hap- 
pened to him in the night, He call'd Xzfza, re- 
colle&ing himſelf ſo far, that by his exceſſive ſleepi- 
neſs he had miſs'd the opportunity he had ſo much 
wiſh'd for; buc all his calling was ro no purpoſe, He 
ſought her all abour- che houſe, in che Church, in che 
Cellar, and not finding her, he went out into the 
fields to look for her, thinking ſome ſirange acci- 
dent muſt needs happen to her, when he found all 
the doors lock'd. He made a ſecond ſearch for her, 
bur: finding the cheſts open'd, and the bags of white 
and yellow pieces diſlode"d, he was convinc'd of his 
being robh'd, and thar che poor innocent woman, 
frightned by the thieves, had made her eſcape, and 
lay Inrking ſomewhere about the neighbouring fields, 

inaſmuch 


and moſt experienc'd Thief in Exrope, They le, | 
ſome things behind them, which ai have fe T0 
well worth the conveyance chence ; bur it was a Mz. © 
xim of theirs, never to burthen themſelves wich any . 
ching char might be known or cballeng*d., They ſoo - 
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|} inaſmuch as ſhe would nor venture to go far in 2 


.. garknighc. He ſoughc after her ill he grew weary, 
.* btc (he was got far enoygh our of his reach. Ac laſt, 


hearing no account of her, ic came into his mind thar 


- | (he might be guilry of the robbery ; which firuck him 
© foro the heare thar he was readyco hang himſelf, ro 


think chac ſo famous a Rogue, andone char had been, 
for ſo many. years, the DiRaror of a Crew of Vil- 


lains, ſkould be ſo baſely rrapann'd by a waman; and 


rhen he inferr'd char all ſhe had done was onely to 
bring him into che nooſe. However, he wene char day, 
as he was wont to do, to Malaga, torry ifhe mighe 
find her inthe Ciry. He mer Garay, but having ne- 
yer ſeen bim before, he was nexer the neacer. 7 
Rufina and Garay had ſer things in order for their 
departure to Caſtee! ; bur ſhe would not go rill ſhe 
had ſerv'd the hyppocritical Hermic ſuch a ſcurvy 
erick as that ſhe might never fear any requital from 
him. She knew the cime of their meeting ar the 
Hermitage, a place intended for other uſes than ro 
be the Rendezvous of a pack of high-way-men and 
houſe-breakers. That they might be all found ro- 


_ eether, co receive the chaftiſement due for their vil- 


lanies, ſhe wric a Letcer ro one of the Magiſtrates, 
acquainting him with the eime, when, and rhe place 
where he ſhoald find the MalefaRors, and how they 
might be taken. Thar done, Garay and Rufina took 

their way for Toledo, towards which place, we ſhall 
leave them on their way, togive an account what was 
done upon the Lecrer. As ſoon as ic was night, the 
Magiſtrate, arrended by ſome of his men, wentto 


| .the Hermitage, befieg'd it, and gotin, Hefound in 


che firſt place Cr:5:», litcle thinking to —_— 
uc 


220 - ' LAPICARA, or 
ſuch a viſit: yet was it ſeaſonable' as co the preſent ! * 
ſecuring of his life ; | for they were beginning to .. 
ſquabble abour the mony loſt, and the orhers charg?d 
Criiþin with ang? 4 and *cis likely he had had the 


wotſe among them, 


che devour exerciſes of that vertuous company. They 
were all taken and brought away Priſoners. Cr:iþ1n 
himſelf was ſo much ar a loſs, chat he knew nor what 

Anſwer to make to what wasask'd him. Whereupon 
one of the Officers made him this comfortable diſ- 
courſe': © Uneracious and unfortunace man, vile 
* Hypocrite, who, cover'd with the cloak of ſan- 
*© ity, doſt commir ſuch robberies! How will che 
« world be furpriz'd ro find ic felf ſo miſtaken in 
&« thee > How will others, who have encred into that 
&«& holy profeſſion of renouncing the world and irs 
<« enjoyments, ſuffer in the reſpzRs of men, - when 
<« the infamons Hiſtory of thy life comes ro be pub- 
&*< liſh'd > Were not the charicies beſtow'd on thee 
&« every day by ſo many good people, ſufficient for 
*thy competent ſubſiſtancegchat thou mighr*(t ſpend 
© rhy time comfortably in a place ſo holy and ſo 
< convenient for the ſerving of God as this 1s, bur 
*© chou mult give thy ſelf over to the baſeſt and moſt 
<« diſgraceful employment 'in the world ? Thou arc 


* now fallen into my hands, and I promiſe thee, char 
| & neirher 


eing bur one to three, Having 
ſecur'd him, they ſearch?Y the whole houſe, and at _ © 
laft, wenc into the Cellar, where they found his _ 
Companions, as alſo ladders of cords, pick-locks, " 
Iron-crows, and all the other engines fir for Gentle. *. 
men of rheir profeſſion. They alſo ſearch'd the cheſts, | . 
in which they found ſeveral . pieces of Plate, and ' . 
other things of value, undeniable demonſtrations of | : 
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'., expreſs'd ſo much courage and reſolution in the midft 
' ; of his rorments, char he obſtinately deni'd whatever 


was laid to his charge. Yet could nor all prevent the 


| - paſiingofthe ſentence upon him, bur che-exgqurion 
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. of It was a little delai'd, as to him, by reaſon' ©f his 
falling inco a violent Feaver in the priſon : but his 
companions were all truſs'd out of rhe way, Not long 
after, Cri#Þ1n being, upan-his recovery, to follow 
them, went our of che priſon, at noon-day, in wo- 
mans cloaths, not without the great aſtoniſhment of 
all che world, who expeRed to ſee his Exit hence, 
and co the greater afflition of the Jayler, who*was 
conceiv'd to have been corrupted with mony;' and co 
i have ſer him ar liberty. Bur he clear'd himſelf; by 
producing che perſon who had furniſh*'d him with che 
cloaths, wherewich he had diſguis'd himſelf, who was 
'- condemn'd to ſpend the remainder of his life, though 
| he liv'd ninery-nine years, in the Gallies, 


| Theendof the Third B 00k . 


LA PICARA, 
OR 4 
The Triuwphs of Female Subtilty, 


FI od _ LY ——_— 


Ex 
28 


The Fotirth Book. 


OY li > 1 


ED fins and Caray were by this rime | 
IF gotten tothe Imperial Ciry of Toledo, þ . 
where they had reſolv'd to ſerrle them- |. 
ſelves. To give the greater credit to | 
| | her reputation , ſhe pretended that | 
Garay was her Father, and took a very fair Houſe in | 
the moſt eminent quarter of che Ciry 5 her crain }- 
confiſting of a Slave ſhe had bought ar Jalaga, 2 }:: 

- waiting Gentlewoman, a Lackquey, and a Gentle- |: 
man-uſher, ſhe had caken up ar To/edv. She pur on þ- 

_ the habit of a Widdow, and Garay, very handſomely |: 
clad for a perſon of his Age, went under che _— # 

| OL KS 
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"3 their deſcent from the illuſtrious Family of choſe, 
' 3 who, under char name, are ſo well known in Por« 
: + tugad. | She borghe Houſhold-fluff ſuirable to the 
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 *; condition of a Widdow of Quality, and accordingly 
_ 2 ſhe was viſited by the chiefeſt Ladies of che Quar- 
. -: ter, Who were extreamly, ſarisfy'd, as well with che 
_ : Charms of her beauty asthoſe of her converſation, 
*. : mſomuch rhar they accounred rthemſelves very happy 
_ : In her Neiehbour-hood. She ſoon became acquame- 
-: ed with many of her own Sex, who took for Gold all _ 
, © tar Gliſter'd in thar ſubtle Woman. Going every 
: : dayto hear Maſs in the grear Church, it could 'nor be 
+ long ere ſhe was obſery'd by ſome of che: youn 
” Gallantillos of the Ciry , who, having diſparch' 
| : their Devotions, ſpend ſome rime in contemplarions 
; + of the Ladies who may be preſent. ware 
| * ſhe being noted to be one newly come co Tolz » 
- ; and withall very handſome, there wanted not thoſe 
| * who began co Languiſh for her, and make cheir 
©: Addrefles to her. 

; While ſhe is informing her ſelf who were the 
| | richeft and likely to have moſt ready Money, that ſhe. 
* mighc nor, for want of praQtice, forger her old Trade, 
' } We ſhall leave her raking her meaſures, and her new 
: Gallants preparing for their amorots adventures, 
': and take itrurn to Aalagn, to ſee what became of 


4a 


| Finding himſelf once more ar liberty , he lefc 
Wood, not far from the 
eill Niehr , and chen he 
[- WCnr 


" 
4% 
*. 


| beries. He was very glad to ſee CrifÞ: ar liberty, in þ 


224 ZAPICARA, or. | 
went: tothe Hermitage, where he had Livd many 
years. in che repuration of 2 good Chriſtian, and 1 


$ oa jy - 
oÞ2 


perſon. of a very exemplary Lite. . As ſoon as he wy; |: 
conviced of che crimes. laid to his charge, chere wy: ; 
pur. into his place a very Religious man, who wen!” 
abour ro ſeveral Churches, begging alms, co build. 
liccle- Hoſpital there. He was not as yer fully ſerled |. 
in the Hermitage, the place being nor yer furniſh'd, | 
Criiin gor thither inthe night, and oppoſite tothe | 
Sourh-{ide.,of ir found.a place,. where. he had laid up 
ſomewhar againſt a Rainy day. - Breaking up the | * 
ground with a Hoe he had left in the Wood, he came}. 
at laſt to a litrle Earthen. pot, wherein ; was a Bagy, | 
and in that all che Money he had reſerv'd, of all the | * 
Robberies he had been engae'd in ; . for he ever had | * 
ewo ſhares of the Booty, for his two Offices of Di- |. 
reor,:and Concealer, of the good Company which þ* 
frequented the a ang 6] 


Wirh char Sumim; which might amount to five or |: 
fix hundred pounds ſterling, all in Gold, he wenc to F-; 
thz City of Fae», where he had a friend of the ſame }. 7 
profeſſion, This friend of his had heard of his eſcape |: 
our of Priſon , whereat he bad been not a lit: | 
rroubled , inaſmuch as- he mighc have made ſom: }; : 
commemoration of his Camerade upon che Rick, |! : 
with whom he bad been engag'd. in ſeveral Rob- | * 


hopes of his direion_and aſſiſtance in ſome new 7 
enterpriſes. Crifþ:;z was but poorly accoutred, 3s | * 
having been uncas'd of the Hermitc*s habic, which he | : 
had ſhawn himſelf unworthy of 53 bur the. B1gg he | + 
hid. ſa, well Lin'd was a ſoveraign retgedy againlt þ; 
Nakedneſs. He gaye his companion Money co wy N4 
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:' 7 by thoſe who had been parcicularly acquainted wich 
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1; 7 him. In chat Equipage be concinu'd ſome rime at 
{!2 Faen, till there happen'd an opporctinity ro commir 2 


£ 


þ. 4 
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"7 conſiderable Robbery ar Andujar, which was very 
faithfully divided berween him and his companion. 
\ } Bur fearing the perſon who had been Robb'd. would 
"7 makea diligenc ſearch afcer chem,  Cr7:5p:# thought 
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-* ir cheir beſt courſe to be gone chence in cime , the 
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| 4 adventure at alaga being ill freſh in his me- 
ic 5 5 mory. | | 
dF. They took into their company a third , perſon, 
i-| | whom they mer with by chance, a young Man, born 
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| ſh exploics he had 
done there, which brought him tome Money, had.. 


tilty, coeicher CrifÞ:# or his Camerade, - _ 

This young Adonis went very Gallantly , upon 
their chirges Who eicher Were 1gnorant or mindleſs , 
of the old Proverb, Fa## bird, faft find. He had 
the art to transform into the. current Mode all che 
Cloaths he gor by {lighr of han1, and fo om 
chem by changing che Laces and Trimming, char che 
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Though, as 1 rold you, ſhe was in a Widdow?s haby, » $ 
Cr:ſp1n knew her at the firſt bluſh, and was nor a little! 7 
e114 to ſee her, He kepr himſelf from her know. f 
ledge, for fear of being diſcover'd, though there ws 
no grear fear of ir, as he was then accoutred. He: 
ſhew'd' Rafina to his Camerade Dor Farmo, who was? 
infinirely caken with her ; and having defir'd him to! : 
dogg her, ſo as ſhe mighr nor perceive ir, he didirfo 3 
cunninely, that he kept his Eye on her, though ſeem. | 
inzto look another way, till he ſaw her go into het +: 
Houſe. He was very glad to hear by the Neighbours, |. 
rhat (he Liv'd there, and that in erear Repurartton, | ! 
under the name of Donna Emerentiana de Menez, |." 
I1tely come from Badajos, with her Father, to live a } 
T oleds. : 

Crim had a devilliſh pique againſt her, for ht |. 
ſcurvy trick the had ſhewyn him at Malaga , and! 
heartily ſwore, char fince he had ſo fortunarely dif |: 


cover'd her, he would not leave Toledo, ere he hal | 
call'd her to an accompr for che Money ſhe had ca!- |. ; 
ried- away from the Hermicage , togerher wirh the |, 
incereft, and all the charges of his Impriſonment. | 
To compaſs his deſign, he inſtruted Faimo what bt } 
had to do, and whom he ſhould repreſent, without þ. 
making a real diſcovery of himſelf ro her. Ir w3s }* 
_ Hot longere ari opportunity offer'd ir ſelf ro pro- | 
fecurethe defign they had agreed upon. One even- | 
nz, about an hour before night, there chanc'd to be? |. 

quarrel 
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3 The Tyiamphs of Female Subtilty,* 227 
2 Fquarrel in che Street, where Rafina liv'd, wherein 
nd Frhere were ewo Men -wounded, The Officers of 
b, : F Juſtice preſently came in, and carried the wounded 
:: '# cotheir Houſes to be dreſs'd, and ſecur'd ſome others 
. # thar happen'd robe: then in the freer, chough no- 
- $ thing engag'd in the quarrel ; which occafion'd 
le | .# orhers to run for'c, it being no .great pleaſure ro 
- | 3 come into trouble and reſtraint for another Man's 
vis | 2 crime. : : 
* Crifju#'s plot took ics riſe from thac, Quarrel. 
1234 7 Faimo, inftrued by thar ſubtle Hypocrice what he 
to | had to do, had taken the Croſs 'of Knight of the 
3 Order of Monteſa, an honour beſtow'd by the King 
- 7 onely on the nacural Inhabitants of the Kingdome 
2: of Valeatia; and to rhart purpoſe he had gotten a 
' 2 verylight handſome black ſuir made him. In this 
- + Equipaee,: being come to R»fina's houſe, and having 
} given his Cloak to Criſpia, he drew his Sword, and 
2? went in, ang the part of a Man much aſtonith'd:. 
+ Finding the door which led up firs bpen, he goes 
up; and came into: the room. where the jovial Wide 
dow.was with her Maids; They were a little ſtarcled 
td ſee. a Man coming in to them with his Sword: 
drawn, Without a Cloak, and in a manner frightned 
** outof his Wits.. Rafina roſe from the place where - 
 : ſhe was ſate, and found the Impoſtor in che poſture 
'- of a ſbpplianr, addreſſing himſelf to.her in theſe 
| words-. © If compaſſion be not at too great: a dl- 
« (tance from ſo beautiful a countenance,; be pleas'd, 
': Eo Madam; to ſer your Houſe be my Sanctuary againſt 
'* « rhe Officers of Jſtice by, whom-1 am purſu'd. 
 E« That I have Kill'd a min, I muſt acknowledge, 
« hiir ic was in my own defence, in this ſireer, where 
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< he had ſet upon me with advantage. The Office}! 
« purſuing me at the heels, 1 had infallibly beer? 
« taken, had I not very courageouſly made my party? 
« p00d, by laying two of the moſt forward with 3 
« cheir Bellies ro che Sun, who.with the Commillay,”7 
« had me ina manner by the Collar. Ieſcap'd from 3 
« the reſt, by the pure aivity of my Leggs; for it!;; 
« js prudence for a Man to ye way to the Magi. 7 
& ſtrate, whom he 1s oblig' 

« perfifting till in the purſuit, I found your Houſe * * 
© open for my ſafety, and I have taken the boldneſs, |: * 
<« (hutcing the door after me, tro come up into your |: 
& Chamber. I therefore moſt humbly beſeech you ®* 
&« Madam, if it may be done without your incon- | : 
&« venience, that you would diſpoſe me into ſome |. 
& ſecret corner of your Houſe, till the people now | ' 
<« in the ſtreer be diſpers'd, and that I may ſafely eo | * 
* hence. Bur if. my preſumption puts you to any þ ' 
<, diftra&ion, -or give you any trouble, you need onely | 
ove me the leaſt ſignal, and I will immediately eo 
* out into the Street, though I were ſure to leave |. 
* my Life in it, as chooſing rather the horrours of | 
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© Impriſonment, than to be oyer-importunate: to ſo |... 


<« fair a Lady. 


'We have already given a deſcription'of this fine | 


Orator. Rufiza look'd very earneſtly upon him ; and 
ſhe who' never had lov'd any thing comparably to 
Money, immediarely found her ſelf ſuſceptible of an 
inclinarion cowards that young Man, who:ſeem'd to 
her as eloquent as ſhe had rhought him handſome. 
Whereupon ſhe return'd him this Anſwer, © You 


< have done me bur juſtice, Sir, when you choughr | 


* me ſenſible of honour and compaſſion ; perſons 


co reſpect. Bur they F 
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£& The Triumphs of Female Subtilty, 229 
3 © of my condition are never deſticure thereof to- 
7 © wards ſuch as you are. I preſume, by whar I ſee 
2 © of you, that you are a perſon of Quality ; and 
+3 <cherefore ſympathizing with your affliction, I 
3 © heartily proffer you my Houſe, co continue in ir as 
7 <longas you ſhall think fir, ro avoid the purſuic of 
+} <rhaſe who look after you : for it were nor juſt you 
; © ſhould fall into cheir bands, fince, by my means 
; © you may beſecur'd from ſo great a danger. Fear 
-- < notany thing here ; for though the Officers ſhould 
7; < come intothe Houſe, I ſhall pur you into lo ſecrer 
- > a place, thar they ſhall never find you. 

> The young Spark gave her a thouſand thanks for 
| * fo ſignal afavour, which oblig'd her ro make him 
{; thisfurcher diſcourſe. © You very well know, Sir, 
, * by the habic I am in, with what reſerv'dnels I 
': < ouohtrolive in my Houſe, and yerlT freely proffer 
*; you the ſecurity you promiſe your ſelf in ir, till 
& you have accommodated your affairs. Bur I have 
;: a Father, now from home, who will expe an ac- 
\; © comprt of my demeanour : and if, at his arrival, 
f© which it may be will be this day, he will entertain 
© you with a Room in his Lodgings, as I am conti- 
5 dent he will think ic an honour, T ſhall be con- 
«rent. The young Gallant renzw'd h1s thanks to 
her, for that continuance of her kindnefſes , and he 
expreſs'd himſelf ſo gentilly, that (h! was more and 
= moretaken with him. 

: In the mean time, thoſe who were of the Plor, 
knock'd very confidently at the door, caljing upon 
them to open to rhe Officers. The family was ar firſt 

a little ſtartled ; but Rafina, recovering her ſelf our 
of the little diſorder which appear*d in her counte- 
Q 3 nance, 


upper Room which had a double Partition, before i 3 © 
which there was 2 piece of Hangings, and left him 3® 
chere, with an aflurance it would be impoſſible tg ;JÞ 
find him our. That done ſhe went to open the door, ' 2 © 
and Criſpin 1impudently comes in, without the lea{| | 
fear of being known, being diſ#uis'd as he was, He: * 
was attended by ſom®* Rogues of his Profeſſion, | ! 
who with Lanterns and Fire-arms, perſonating the; 
Officers of Juſtice, uncivilly ruſh'd into the Room! } 
where Rufina was. Criſpin gave her a kind ſalute, 
and counterfeiting his Voice ſuitably ro his Perſon, | 
« T know, Madam, ſa:d he, that it ſpeaks a kind & | 
<« incivility, to come ſo boldly into a V Viddow's| 
« Houſe ; bur my Charge obliges me thereto, and |” 
© therefore you will excuſe me. The Lieutenant '., 
&« Criminal hath commanded me, to ſearch all the} 
© Houſes hereabouts to ſee if I can find a MalefaRot | * 
& we look for. Our ſearch hath hicherco been rono} . 
&© purpoſe, and we have but this one Houſe ro ſearch ;þ - 
< give us therefore leave to look into all the Rooms |: ? 
© of 1t, that we may ſatisfie our Superiours, and þ - 
* withall our own Conſciences. You may aflar* | , 
* your ſelves, /a:d ſhe ro them, upon my word, that 
* I faw no Body'come into my Houſe 3 bur, hat 5 
© you may not think amiſs of me, or conceive mea |. 
* Woman co thelrer Murtherers, and Miſchievous þ ; 
*© perſons, ſearch, and ſee whether you can find toe þ 
** perſon you look for. One of the Maids took 1 |. 
Wax-candle ro light them, and they vifired ſeveral f. 
Cimbers, yer nor too exzRly, thar the ſlightneſs of | 
the ſearch might be thoughe a Courteſie. | < 

That done, he civilly took leave, recommending { 
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1 {the proſecution of the plot to his Camerade. The 
f J counterfeit Knight came out of his hole, prerendins 
7an extraordinary oladneſs, that he had eſcap'd cheir 
T hands, who ſought afrer him, and in expreſſions full 
{1 of acknowledgment, he highly celebrated che favour 
- ;: he had receiv*d from the fair widow. &he, who, the 
7 ' more ſhe look'd on him, more and more fancied 
'; him, made him a thouſand demonſtrations of Friend- 
4 ' ſhip, aſlur'd him he ſhould be waited on ar her houſe 
: | -ccording ro his worth . andifhe would have che 
/: patience to (tay till her Facher came in, ſhe was con- 
' fidenc he would nor ſuffer him to go out of the houſe 
--* that nigh, 
|” The Gallant, who perceiv'd the Lady began to 
grow Warm, was the more earneſt to beg a "leave 
which he ſaw would not be eaſily granted him, told 
* her, it would be his beſt courſe rotake Sanctuary in 
* ſome Religious houſe, whence he might ſen9 norice 
co his people at the Inn, where he was ; thit he was 
ro 20 the next day for Sevi/; and that he chought it 
not ſafe. for him, to go chat night to his quarters, 
Rufina, troubled to find him ſo reſolv'd, mote ear- 
neftly preſſes his tay, reſenred to him the orear 
$4 hizardhe ran, and deſit? of him by all means co {ty 
>? two hours longer. 
Taims, who defir'd nothing ſo much, was per- 
': fuadedro doſo. She defir'd his pzrmifſion, to goand 
take order about ſome things her "Eb had lefc her 
' todo, whereof ſhe was to give an account at his re- 
turn» This was onely a precence to ger out, to conter 
with her ſlave, in whom ſhe repos'd grezt confi- 
: dence, what courſe ſhe ſhould rake. She took her in- 
: troanother room, and freely acknowlede'd to her the 
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232 LA PICARA, or Me 
inc:ination ſhe had for thar Knight ; that ic troubleY a 
her to ler him go out of che houſe, leſt he might en.F d 
danger his life, or ar leaſt hazard -his liberty : but «*'Þ 
the other fide, ſhe knew not, whether Garay woul{; 4 ri 
take it well chat ſhe detain'd him, and that he'- 3 
ſhould be in che houſe all night. Act laſt, much trow[?'s P 
bled ar theſe difficulties, ſhe defir'd her to give het? *% © 
rhe beſt advice ſhe could, and what ſhe would re. 
ſolve, were ſhe in her condition. 3 

| The Slave, who was as ſubril a baggave as her Mi.! 
ftreſs, and immedixcely apprehended, that the ad-j 3 
vice, ſhe would beſt like muſt be ſuch as promoted |: 3 
her paſſion 3 © I muſt acknowledge, Madam, ſaid jt: | : 
| <« to her, that it would argue an exceſſive eafineſs c } 
i © nature in you, conſidering the ſhort time you have : ©; 
= & known this Cavaiter, to unhoſom your ſelf ſo far, |. 
© aSto give him a paſſage inro your heart; and I | 
& think you would do imprudently on the other fide |; 
© toperſuade Garay, when he comes, to ſuffer his | * 
& abode this night in the houſe. My advice is, fince | ; 
< the houſe is large enough, and tharthere are two or 
| <« three empty rooms, into one whereof he may 90 | 
| * through your lodgings, that you lodge him there, | « 
bk « and make not any body acquainted therewith. I: þ.* 
| | <« ſhall be my care ro bring him thicher, when I have | * 
| 


= 


*© made his bed, and ſupply him with all things re- 
« quifite, without Garay's knowing of ir. You know 
\\'Þ ©Garay is to be cone Within theſe rwo days for 
il * Madrid, andrthen you may freely enjoy your ſelf | 
i < with this young Gentleman, whom it will be eaſic |}? 
'} l ** formero perſuade, that the ſearch being ftill abour 
io ** rhe ftreer, ir is abſolutely neceſſary that he Rtay, if 
* he Will not hazard his life or liberry, The _ 

advice 
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I advice was extremely pleaſing to Rufines, who or- 
# der'd her to go immediately and lay clean ſheers on 

#7 chebed, andco purthe Cavalier in poſleſſion of the 
+3 room. *Twas preſently pur in execution, and nor 
> long after, the amorous Widew went by a private 
2 pair of ſtairs, ro viſit her Gallant, © You will haply 
4} « wonder, Sir, ſa:d ſhero hizs, that without my Pa- 
+ 7 « ther*s permiſſion, I have vencur'd to receive you 
7 «inte my houſe, and that in the night : bur ro ſecure 
#7 « a perſon of worth, thete may be a little breach 
; : * made of che rules of modeſty, I have thought ir 
{7 «oft convenient, that, a$T have been a means of 
3 «your avoiding the eyes of Juſtice, ſo you ſhould 
; : « 1lfo keep out of my Fathers, to the end you may 
.* «he here in all ſafery. Be pleas'd to think your ſelf 
|: < oblig*'d ro me for this lictle ſervice ; bur T render 
- 2 jr you very hearrily, nay Ichink it neceflary, in or- 
7 « der to your ſafery, 

' TFaimo, whoperceiv'd this fiſh would come into 

© the Weel, multiplies his acknowledgments by chou- 

7 ſands for this new favour. That begar abundance of 

' 2 pleaſant diſcourſes berween them, whereof the iſſue 

', was, that he heightning his flatrery by his eloquence, 

+ infinuated himſelf more and more into her good opi= 

© nion; & celebrating, one after another, all the perfe- 

.. ions and accompliſhments of R#f7z4, he got the ab- 

: ſolutediſpoſal of her hearc. Yer would ſhe have a 

[: lictle further trial of his ſincerity, to ſee whether it 

> were onely her beauty that dreiv him in, and whe- 

|; therit weretrue that the charms of it had ſo ſuddenly 
| rransform'd a perſon, who fearfully fled into her 
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'* houſe for ſhelter, inco a confident Lover. 
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ſtreſs an account that ſhe had obey'd her commands, - 
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ſhe rook Faimo by the hand, and led himto the |. ! 
room prepar'd for him. He found ir light enovoh, as ©! 


FER 
: 4 
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having in the midit of ir a Branch, of Cryſtal, where. > 
in were many wax-candles, and a magnificent Col. | / 
lation ſtaying for him. He was alittle ſurpriz'd to « 
ſee ſhe lefc him alone, bur her excuſe ſarisf1'd him, [> 
chat ſhe would be with him again, as ſoan as ſhe had © 
ſeen her Father in bed. Ar her departure our of the © 
room, ſhe beheld him with eyes ſo full of love and + 
renderneſs, thac that new demonſtration heightned _ © 
che Gallant into an abſolute confidence of the good -- 
ſucceſs of his enterpriſe.9 Garay was not o far ; 
Rricken in years, bur that he had the courage lefrro _ 
pretend to the poſlefſion of Ryfina, he acted the part _ 
of her Gallant, and had he nor been already married, - * 
he would have treated of a marriage with her. He | _ 
kept his wife at Madrid, who, as many ochers do that i 
are ca(t off, and ſlighred, beſtow'd the time of her | + 
Husband's abſence on ſuch as would accept of he: | * 
kindneſs. Some years had palt ſince he had heard *. 
from her, whereupon imagining ſhe mighe be dead, |, 
he had reſolv'd upon a journey ro Madrid, to make © 
a ſecret enquiry after her, that, in caſe ſhe were re- 
mov*'d outof the world, he might proſecute his inten- # 
tions to marry Rufina, who was infinitely oblie'd to | * 
him. Upon this account 1t was that he reſoly'd his de- i. 


* 
roy 
A; 


Wo ng 


25-208: 3 pg ir t us 


Yor als 1 IPOD 
hs RG $6 
16 : 
a) 


#444% TY by. » 7! a) are”, _ 
WC ws FO ; 


parrure Within two days. . E 
Leaving him 1n thoſe thoughts, let us return to }. 
Rafina, who ſet him to ſupper as ſaon as he was com? |: 
In, and, pretending: ſome indiſpoſition, excus'd her | 
ſelf rar ſhe could nor bear him company, Ir being | 
his cuſtom to goto bed asſoon as he had ſupp's, | 
| ST Rufina Þ 
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FD Raid, till word was brought her, that he was 


| faſt aſleep, and then went to her Gallant, caufing her 
. ' own ſupper, which was thar nighe ſomewhat more 


E x I chan ordinary, to be carried along with her. Asſoon as 
. > thecloth was taken away, during che interval which 


.; the ſervants had roſup, Rufina, who was more and 


CS : more 1n love with her new Gueſt, entreared him to 


; F o1Ve her an account of his life, and fincerely to ac- 


quainr her wich his name, his country, and the occa- 


| + fon of his coming to 7 o/edo. Jarmo, whoſe deſign it 


\ * wasonelyto abuſe her, encercain'd her with this Ro- 


'* mance, whereto ſhe gave very earneſt audience. 


* My Country, Madam, i is V alentia, one of che 


- © moſt eminent Provinces of Sparn; you know it well 
: enough by name, and haplyare nor to learn, that 
7 jr harh a oreat advantage over ſeveral others, as 


wa *well1 In recard of Nobility and wealth, as the tem- 
<< perature of its climate, and che delightful ferciliry 
<« of its ſoil. Tam of the noble and antient Family of 
&* Pertuſa, well known all over that Kingdom. My 
« name 1s Do# Jaimo de Pertuſa, and the King, for. 
« the many 200d ſervices done him by my Anceſtors, 
& hath honour'd me with the Order of Knight of 
* Monteſa, and the Commanderie of $S//a, which 
<< js the beſt of any belonging ro thar Order. Beſides 
c« what that. brings me 1n, S have in other eſtate as 
hos -* Much as may amount to three thouſand Crowns 
er aunums I amthe onely Son of che Family, and 

<« [ made my addreſſesro a novle Lady of che City 
« was born in, named Dona Blanca Cerntillas, of 
« one of the moſt illuſtrious Families of Yalentra, a 
© Lady of excellent endowments. I have ſerv'd her 


« wich allthe affeRion imaginable, whereto ſhe g gave 
s D 
m2 
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<« me no return, as being pre-ingag'd to another C4, 7 
& yalier, who was alſo a Servant of hers, named Dy} # 
* Vincent Po:adas ; whereupon ſeeing my Rival pre.) * 
« ferred beforeme, I was exaſperated beyond me! 7} 


ſure. Dor Y:ncent was a perſon of ſuch an humoy,* 7 


<& 25 that nothing would ſarisfie him, leſs than co ic! ©? 
« outof the way whatever might obſtru& his amoroy!* 
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« pretenſions. Accordingly, one night, meetine! : 
<« wich me inthe fireec where my Miſtreſs liv'd, a 
<« rended by three ſervants, he ſer upon me, though!!. © 
& had but one with me. I defended my ſelf as well. | 
& as 1 could, but ar laſt came off with ſuch wound * 
& as it was conceiv'd I muſt havedi'd of them. Ther , : 
<« could never be any perfe& diſcovery made of hin - 
<« who had hurt me, though every one ſuſpected wh! * 
© ir might be : butthe common report coming into} 
& the Magiſtrate that Doz Vincent was my Corrival,| | 
*he was impriſon'd ; bur, having clear'd himſelt| - 
 «eirher by favour or mony, he was ſer at liberty. }': 
CC h , p -: 
Being recover'd of my wounds, and refleQting on | 
the advantage, wherewith my Rival had engae't | : 
< me, Ichought it bur a juſt requital to fall on him, | 7 
<*© upon the ſame unequal terms. I therefore ſurpriz'd | + 
* him in the ſame manner as he had done me, and | + 
&« the reſult was, that he gor off much more wounded |: 
© than I had been. There happen'd to be ſome in th? | - 
© freer, who knew me, and took their oaths againit | ? 
**© me, a thing nor Much praQis'd at Yalertia, in tee þ 
* gard the truth is ſeldom diſcover'd by that mears. 
© Upon this accident it is, that I came thence, for | 
** Dor: Vincent was ſo dangerouſly wounded, that the þ: 
* Chirurgeons gave but little hopes of his recovery. 
*I ſaw his Friends were reſoly'd to revenge bis |! 
c« deach, 
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hs The Triumpbs of Female Subtilty,0 237 
>< death, and was afraid to fall intro the hands of Ju- 
| © <ſtice, This 6blig'd me to leave Yalentia, and to 
© come ro this City, where I have now been abour a 


2 © month. T have underſtood by a perſon of this City, 


- 
4 
4 
3 


f'F « who hath correſpondents iryſeveral others, thar he 
;**2 © whom I had hurr is our of all danger, nay in perfe& 
:-2.<healch, and rhat the treaty of marriage berween 
:-? ©him and Doxna Blanca is concluded, whereof I 


02 - D 
: ? ba have 2 greater reſentment, rtnen of having chis day 
1. } © mer with rwo men, who hir'd by Doz Y7zcent 
| 
) 
| 
| 


: 
EN 


- 
7 


, 


i - 

7 © came hither purpoſely ro murther me. They ſer 

2 © upon me 1n this ſtreet, one I have mortally wound- 
: ed, as I think, and by that means made a ſhifr ro 


2 © eſcape our of their hands, with the aſſitance of thoſe 


2 © who came in to part us. Ifound your houſe open, 


Y 


2 


| : <and being come incor for refuge, I find my ſelf 
: «ſecure, and that all I have co fear now, 18, your fair 
: eyes. Avoiding one priſon, I am fallen inro an- 
- <orher ; bur Ithink my impriſonment ſo pleaſanr, 
” "© that, if you diſcharge me nor, I ſhall continue it as 
-: Kong asT live. 
: Thusdid the counterfeit Doz Faimo conclude his 
- © relation, leaving Rafira extremely ſarisfr'd, to ſee in 
_ 2 thar Cavalier , not onely choſe endowmenrs which 
| might deſerve love, bur alſo ſuch iniciations of affe- 
| ion, as rais'd in her a certain hope ſhe mighre one , 
| day behis wife : which having diſcours'd within her 
ſelf, ſhe immediately made him this Anſwer. 
&« Sionor Dox Faimo Pertuſa, I am very much rrou- 
': «bled, chit you ſhould come to rhe knowledge of 
| <©mear Toledo, upon ſo ſad an occafion to your ſelf ; 
': £ burit abares much of it, chat you inrend not to re- 
Þ *rurn ſo ſoon into your Country, for I could wiſh 
g_E- your 
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& reciprocation, I ſhall think my ſelf but too to 
<« happy, and that I have attain'd the greateſt of mj 


«and quality. . Madam, replies Don Jaime, I kit 


« your reſidence in this Ciry, and aflure you, form 2 


<« own particular, thar if I could oblige your tay, !*'4 
« would endeavour it by all meahs poſſible, nn. .} 
< rrough it were facal ro my liberty. The advantazz/"% 
« you would make of ic might nor haply amount. *# 
« much; yer can you no leſs than think your (> 5 
&« oblig'd to me, for the good will I bear you, cor. * 


<« {jdering the .hittle time I Have had the honourt; : 
&« know you. Such as it 15, if it oblige ybu to an; 7 


Etyiſhes. In order to ſuch a deſign, Heaven hathno. 
« haply made: me handſome enough ; bur I dare fan; 
« on my good nature, and Withal that I-have other-. 
« wiſe wherewith ro (arisftea perſon of your wort, ' 


& the very duſt you tread on, though I think not mi}. 
«ſelf worthy enough ir ſhould be rouch'd by mij; 
«© mouth, when I confider the favour I receive fron|. 
you. Yer canlI nor but think I have fully ſari!!!) 
© wharever I ought you, ſince I have refign'd up t; - 
you my heart and ſoul, and ſo I fear not any Au; . 
& you may have againſt me, as to fhar particular. A; 
< to your forcing of my will, you may{ſpare your fur; = 
<« ther trouble, I am already fenfible, Madam, chat i! 
*1s at your devotion, andrherefore. you may forbet! 
<« ineff:Qual remedies, : where there needs onely chit 
<« Sovereign one of your Beauty, which is ſo full 6}. 
* yertue, that it hath tranſported me our of my ſelb |; 
**thar I might be abſolutely at your diſpoſal. *TIWs} 
*a happy day ro me, rhat I was ſer upon by hol? | 


&« cejv'd 


7 Aſſaſſins of my Country, fince the miſchief they in-| 
tended'me hath procur*d me the favours I have !&- | 
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"$8 ceiv'd from you. Now I wiſh Heaven would 
. 3< prolong my Life 3 for if you approve of the affe- 
-23< Con I have for you, as you are pleas'd to affure 
3c me, in ſpighr of all the torms of my ill fortune, 
'"3<<T ſhall ger intoa haven where I may defhie all dan- 
' 3< gers, I mean that of your good inclinations to- 
/ :< wards me, The thonght of chem gives me reſpir, 
\ FE and fills me with an abſolute oblivion of my 
:2 < Conntry , ſince I muſt look on a place, whete 
 3©*\uch happineſs is prepar'd for me, as my Para- 
2 < dice; | ee 
-; Theſe diſcourſes, and othiefs yet more amorous, 
£ paſs'd berweeh Dor Taimo and Doxna E merentiana 
:** and the crafry Yourh had the length of her Foot | 
3 ſo rightly, that ſhe was eaſily enſnar'd in the ſubtle 
* Webb of his cupning infinuations, and made it her * 
7 main buſineſs to ingratiate her ſelf more and more 
27 with him. The cime inſenfibly paſs'd away in theſe 
- * amorous conferences, inſomuch chat it was two in 
3 the morning ere Rxfiza retir'd ts her own Chamber, 
yer croubled, that ſhe vas forc'd to do it ſo ſoon ; 
> and rhe Impoſtor Jaimo preſently went to Bed, 
2 exrreamly pleas'd, that bis Camerade's plot had 
* takenſowell. Criſpin was extreamly perplex'd, that 
: all that Day and the next, he had receiy'd no news 
of what paſs'd, by reaſon of Garay's being in the 
Houſe : bur as ſoon as he was gone, for Madrid, 
the amorous Ryfina gave her ſelf more liberty, be- 
ins ſtill more and more deeply 1n Love with her 
Gueſt. Faimo acquainted Criſpin z by A Letter 
brought him by the Slave, how he was favour'd by 
 Rufina, Criſpiz anſwer'd him by the ſame hand, 
* and withill ſent him a Purſe with a hundred pieces, 
4 0 
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ro ger herin to Play, and to make preſents to the: ? 
Servants, that he might. be ſure of chem when occaſig:. 
ſerv'd.. | | 
The day of Garay's depatture for Madrid, Rufng:: | 
was taken up with the reception of two Gentle. '? 
woren of her Neighbour-hood, an employment ſhe! 3 
was nor. at all pleas'd wich, for ſhe wiſh'd them fx}. * 
enough, and her ſelf in her Gallant's company. A; * 
ſoon as they were gone, ſhe went to her beloved # 
Faimo, whom we ſhall Dox --- as long as this Scene's £ 
of the impoſiure laſts, She found him tuning a Lute} 3 
which her Slave had brought him; for h was an ex} 
Cellent Muſician, and had a ſmack of Poetry, a * 
accompliſhment not excraordinary in the Natives = * 
F alentia, where there are alſo admirable Maficians,” * 
Rnfina, bearing him at a diſtance, came ſofcly into; ; 
pil Chamber, charm'd wich che ſweer harmony of tis} .7 
uce, which he touch'd with a miraculous dexcerit;, ; 3 
and being not ſeen by the young Man, ſhe hearknei} 
ro him a 200d while, perceiving he. intended co fing!. 
a Song, as be afterwards did with ani admirable gract,' 
and he had made the Verſes, which were upon | 
occaſion of his Love; This added tro che flames 
her affe&ion, which-were before grown too violen! 
for to keep within the bounds of modeſty : bur wint }* 
moſt caviſh'd her, was, that the Verſes he had Sung | 
were made for her, and upon the accident which had | 
happened ro him. V Vhereapon the Love-ſtung | 
VViddow coming up to him , «© Whar, ſaid (, | 
© Signor Doz Faizso, you are Maſter of thoſe excel- | 
© lencies which 1 lictle imagin'd 2 I am extream!y 
** Slad of ir, yet wonder not much thereat, as know- | - 
* ing Yalextia to be famous for excellent Voices: | 


. 
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| 7 «© Mine is bur ordinary, ſaid he, and ic is rather che 
+.$ © words,. chan the goodneſs of the Voice that induc'd 


She . ge 8 p : 
7 «© metoSing. I find, ſaid ſhe, this Song is very news 


45.4 


1 <« and that ic was nor made two days fince.. *Tis 
'2 $ very crue, ſays Don Farmn, yer. is it notto be much 
3 « wondred ar, fince- che ſubzeR, upon which ir is 
} © made, bath fuch an influence over me, as would 
7 « make me undertake things impoſſible, as tranſcend- 
+* < ing whitever:yer Ichought worth my admiirations 
; 2 < No flattery, I pray you, ſaid ſhe to hizs, for though 
- 3 < I know chat waat you ſay is not true; and that you 
+; E Men allow a diftance berween your words and 
2 Erhoughts, and, when you do not love, moſt pretend 
-* & 1c, yer I cannor bur take all kindly from you, You 
'* «© may be deceiv'd in both, Madam, .ſai4 he:, and 
7 © therefore be pleas'd co believe. me, thac I think. 
* & my ſelf extreamly-happyin chit unhappy adven- 
; £ rure, which procur'd me the glory of your acquaint= 
+ * ance» . Alllhave to beg of you is, that you take a 
+ © morepatrcicular notice of my frezdome, and rhence 
'2 « infer, thar my Soul cannor be fuller of affeQion 


wi. iS; 
n 2 » 


2 & towards you than it.is., EL 
* , In fine, cheſe and other infinuating diſcourſes 
. fcrew'd upthe feign'd . Widdow to ſuch a height of 
> Kindneſs; thac the crafty. companion began to deſiſt 
2 from the enterprize which had occaſion'd his"coming 
-; to her, and. ſeriouſly, diſpoſe himſelf-£o- aſſure cher 
'- more and more of tis love.-; And thinking her fully 
 farisfy'd with che relation he had mads her of him- 
'* Rf, lebecatne fo familiars as to defire her.to give 
2: himehElike accompr'6f her extractions She choughr 
'* facto fnake her condition equal with his , and accor- 
| R dingly, 
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Gingly, ſhe acquainted him ina ſhort diſcourſe, how Ft 
ſhe was deſcended from the illuſtrious Counts of 


CMenezer in Portugal, though Ihe had been born in Þ 


the City of Badajos, The crafry companion im- Þ* | 


mediately apprehended what Gatne ſhe would-be ar, |: 
and that her deſign was to oblige him co Marry her, þ 
This was dire&ly contrary to :the ſentiments of þ 
Criſp: , who would nor by any-means that. he ſhould |: 
think of any ſuch.ching, bur conrinually refle& on the Þ 
dangers they are apt to run into , Who following the Þ 
profeſſion he was eengag'd in, :are concern'd to be ex- þ 
pedittous 1n the execurion of their encerpriſes, leſt Þ* 
being» by ſome unexpeRed accident, prevented, Þ- 
they come to make their laft Wills on a Gibber, |: 
before they are willing ro remove into the other F* 
- The young Gallant grew mote and more warm F" 
in ts love towards Xufina, parricularly upon cus 2c- | 
compr, thar, according to her'relation, ſhe was nobly 
defcended. He thereupon didaflay in hispower to | 
eighten ner affeion'rowards him, She on theorher F* 
{1de, had the fame thoughts, ſorhat concnrringiin the þ. 
ſame deſires, as Lovers mutualty paſſionate,  Rrifins Þ' 
behav'd her ſelf ſo freely and familiarly cowards /him, F* 
thar he mighr eaſily perceive” the had diſcarded: all | 
modeſty : inſonuich rhar, upon little: inrreaty;'the 
permicred him to inverr-che -order-of che: Alphaber, F 
' ano put Q, before P.- Bur ih rhe: midftiof her Þ 
eEnjoyments, the remembred:herold Acquaiyrance Þ 
:Garay ; the refle&ed on the famlliatires hatti paſs'd | 
berween them';- ſhe confidet'd how-math the ws | 
oblig'd to him ; and that he wis look'd ow afl w_ : 
| che 
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the Ciry as her Facher. She imagin'd to her ſelf che 
(ORE. he muſt needs haye ar his arrival, when 
e found rhar ſhe hid baſely forſaken him. She bee 


f 


chought her ſelf co give him'a ſum of Money pri- 
vately, and to diſmils him :, bur thinking more ſeri- 
ouſly of ic,, e.choughr ic a better courſe to leaye 
Toledo befare his return, and to perſuade Don Jaing 


rocarry her into his Country, YValentia, She reſoly'd 
within ewo or chree days to declare her mind ro him, 


for Garay was not expected home ill fifreen"days 
after, > 
In the mean time R#fira and her Gallant paſs'd 
away the time very jocundly , and he, being very 
heartily in love wich her, was fully reſolv'd to give 
Grzſpin the bag, and nor to proceed any further in his 
firſt deſign. *'Twas in the Winter-time, when the 
Nights are longeſt, that theſe Lovers deceiv'd the 
ſflow-pac'd Seaſon with an intermixture of Carefles, 
Sones, and amorous Diſcourſes, nay many times, they 
ſung rogether, their ſeveral parts, ro a Mufical Infiru- 
ment, which he play'd on. One night, after they 
had Sung and Talk'd of ſeveral things, Rafina en- 
reaped her Gallant co entertain her and her Maids 
'Wirh ſome pleaſant Story, or Novel, if he knew any. 
The young Man, who was Vers'd in all things, and 
of an excellent Wir, was content to anſwer the de- 
fires of his Miftreſs, to give her a new demonſtra- 
tion of his further perfe&ions, and ſaid to her” 
« Though to ſuch a Perſon as you are, divine E me- 
«© rentiana, and my deareſt Miſtreſs, my diſcourſe 
cc will ſeem very ordinaiy, yet ſo punQually would I 


& obey your Commands, as if I knew what you 1m- 
ES cc pos'd 
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& pos'd on me were onely for atrial of my compli. 


©« ance : Andinr rd1do It, in rhisz ſo much of { SZ 
& ſudden, I hope Ry car you rhe more ready toexcuſe «3 
« my failings, The Novel I intend to tell you, [}-? 
& heard from an accompliſh'd Cavalier of Y alena;}. 
& Thought ic rior unpleaſant, and ſhall endeavai}.'? 
&« topreſent it to you. as well dreſs'd as I receiv'd if ; 
Wher eupon having recolleed himſelf a little , be Poo 


"began his diſcolirſe thus, : 
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RON the great and famous Ciry of 
d Sewil, che Merropolis of Arda- 

lu/fia, Mother of ſo many noble . 
Families, and excellent Ws, 
the Treaſury of all the Wealth, 
' which flows into Sparz from rhe 
 WeSt-Tndies, was born Don Pedro 
de Ribera, 2 very accompliſh'd Cavalier, of the 
Uluſtrious Family of rhe Dukes of Alcala, ſo highly 

M0 eſteem'd 
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eſteem'd all over the Kinedome. By their death, |-? 
from whom he deriv'd his being in this world, there |? 
fell cohim an eſtate of four thouſand Crowns annual [*? 
rent, upon which he liy*d very nobly at Sevz1, beins þ * 
the moſt remarkable Perſon ar all publick aRions |? 
done abour the Ciry, He had at Madrid a Covfin- þ; 2 
german, who follow'd che Spaniſh Court, and was | : 
oone thicher about ſome affairs of great importance, ' 
which he had brouehr to a happy flue. Havine liv'd | 
there a while, he 11k'd it, and che converſation of the þ * 
Cavaliers inhabiting ir, ſo well, that he exchang'd | * 
the place of his birch for char illuſtrious City. He !* 
there became intimarely acquainted with an old } * 
Cavaher, whoſe name was. Do» Juan de la Cerda, a | 
perſon:who had rais'd himſelf into a general efteem, 
by the excellenr endownteats he had. Beſides which 
he was honout'd with the illuſtrious Order of th: 
Patror: of Spa:n, wich a Commandery of two thou- 
ſand Ducats of annuat renr, This old Gentleman |** 
was a Widdower, having but one onely Daughter, | * 
ro*"&hom all his vaſt Eſtate was to. fall at his Dem | : 
Nitare it ſeems had made ic herpatcicular buſineſs to f ; 
enrich this young Lady, with all che graces and per- |; | 
feions ro be with'd in one of her Sex, Which oc- |? 
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cafion'd the envy of all the Ladies about the: Court |" 
cowards her, ſince ſhe had, in point of Beauty, «>e þ- 
ſame advantages over them, as the Sun hach over all þ: 
the, reſt of the Planets, Her Farher, Do# Jet, |- 
wiſh'd her married with a p=rſon to his mind, that iS |: 
one equal to her, in eſtate and extraction; Diu Ko- f- 
drigo de Ribera ( ſo was called Dox Pedro's Coutin | * 
whom I ſpoke of firſt) mighe have afpir'd to the þ 
honour of making his Addreſſes to her, as well upon Þt 
accompc Þ 


!:; accompr of the Houſe, from which he was deſcen- 
+ ; ded, as the familiar acquaintance there was between 


* a 
7% Ke 


*: him and her Father, Der J#ar. But being a younger 
{ 7 Brother, he choyghe himſelf- roo low, in point of 
E-3 eſtate, to pretend to ſo adyantageous a match. How. 
| : everhe thought fir ro make ſome propoſal ro the old 
7 Gentleman, on the behalf of his Couſin. Dox Pedro, 
'-: wholiv'dat Sev:/, whom he highly recommended-to 


TG 


K oy 


Fa him for his excellent Qualities, and the greatneſs of 
[5 his Eſtate ; for he was the onely Son of a Noble 
7 houſe, Dor Fuan took it very kindly from him, bane 
+. thought ic withall prudence, to make furrher enquiry 
-, Into the buſineſs, knoyying that perſons ſpeaking for 
] their own Relations are commonly very partial, and 
-; think icno mortal fin toexceed rhe truch. So tha 
ky Don Faan, immediately writ to a particular friend ac 
> Sevil, earneftly deſiring him ro give hm an ac- 
2 Count of the Perſon and Eſtate of Don Pedro de 
: Ribera, inaſmuch as it highly concern*d the honour 
_ of his Houſe, ro meer with a Cavalier worthy his 
*2 alliance, co be Husband to his onely Daughter Donna 
= Brianda, 

7 ®Twasno: long ere he receiv'd an Anſwer, where- 
7; in hisfriend confirm*d all thar Dox Rodr:go had (aid 
= of his Kinſman, wich ſomewhat more , proteſting 1n 
; the concluſion, that he was ſo far from being partial 
: or infincere, in rhe accompt he had ſenc him, thar he 
: rarher told leſs than cruch. He thereupon went ro 
| Dox Rodrioo, and told him, chat he might write to 
* his Couſin, and aflure him he ſhould be very wel- 
" come, if he had any inclinations for his Daughter. 


: He made him Anſwer, thar he would ,and Don Tear : 
/ asafurther oblivation, would have his Daughter's Pi- 
| ; '] cure 
: 


\ 4 


Fd ” 
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ure ſent him, that he might cherein find ſome ofFor! 
rhe rare qualities chat were in her, permitting hi pri: 
Couſin ro be preſent ar-the 'raking of it, that {wa 
might aflure Doz Fedro, the Painter had nor flatter! papal 
her, and that che Copy was below the Original. | be 
' Don Rodrigofail'd not to write to his Couſin, toþ«the 
whom pe alſo ſent the PiQure, celebrating the ver. 4 £0 
rues of that amiable perſon, which the Painter could} #1 
not repreſent, as he had done the lir.eaments of her} # 
beautiful counrenance, His Couſin Dox Pedro wa} 31 
extremely ſacisfh'd therewich, and referr'd ic co him}?! 
to make ſome overrures in the creaty of Marriave,þ * 
rill he came rhicher himſelf, for the further proſecu-| ! 
tion whereof, he ſent him a full procuration. : 
In the mean time Dozx Pedro was preparing for | 11 
his journey to Madrid, to wait on his Miſtreſs, who, |: 
having receiv'd-bis Picture, was as much taken with þ* 
It, as he had been wick hers. Leaving his retinue at | * 
Sevil, till a rich Livery, then making, were finiſh'd, Þ*2 | 
he began his. journey, having onely one perſon to walt /, 
on him, and a Groom to look to their Mules, who |.\ 
follow'd chem ar a lictle diſtance. Doz Pedro carri'd [4 
always about him his Miſtreſs's piure inclos'd in the Þ : 
ſame Letter, wherein his Couſin had ſent it him. Be- þ + 
ing come within half a days journey of Toledo, he ſent |: 
away the Groom,to provide Lodgings far rhem in the 
Ciry. He had entertaim'd at dinner ſome of the In- 
hibjcancs of Orgaz,, which was the place where they 
had þaired. The cloch being rakgn away, hey fell to 
Cards; he loſt his mony, and was vex'd, which oc- 
cahion'd their playing on till he had recover'd his 
loſſes, and bythat crime ic was grown later chan be |* 
could have wrth'd, Being hors'd, he and his man pur Þ: 
: :  forwar dg F 
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Forward, bur ere they had rode a League, night ſur- 
priz d chem, ſo chat chey made a ſhift to loſe their 
 Iway, and got it among certain Olive-trees, abour 
F-gnalf 2 League {ſhort of Toledo, Not knowing where 
| hey Were, and fearing to go roo far our of their way, 
[.rhey chought it cheir beſt courſe co alight, and reft 
| 3rbemſelves under. one of the Olive-trees, cijll ic were 
day. They accommodated themſelves the beſt chey 
*could, and wearineſs ſoon laid chem aſleep, yer lictle 
-Zdream'd of the misforrune which was co happen co 
chem. Being in their firſt ſleep, which is commonly 
| ; the ſoundeſt, four men came co the place, very ſoftly, 


7 for the noiſe of their Mules brought them thicher ; and 
 * theſe were of a profeſſion, which for che moſt parc 
| ;finds choſe chat are of it more work by night chan by 
*: day. They had then been upon a deſign which had nog 
taken, and ſo they were returning ſomewhay diſe 
*! conſolately wich empty pockets to 7 oledo. : *' 

-:. Coming upto them, and finding themboth aſleep, 
=. they ty'd cheir hands behind them, and took away all 
\ they had, bur cheir Noublers and Drawers, and, to 
-} get off with more ſpeed and ſafery, they made uſe 
* of their Mules, Dozx Pedro, being thus baſely ſur- 
2 priz'd, was exaſperated ar rhe misforcune, bur his 


2 Mantold him that ic had happened ro them chrough 
! of the approach of Aurora, Soon afcer, hearing the 
| dition they were in. They ask'd him, hovy far ic was 


| his faulc, becauſe he had norgiven over playing ſooner. 
7 They diſcours'd of it, cill che Birds gave chem notice 
7 noiſe of ſame cattle nor far from them, chey call'd ro 
{ him. chat look'd after them, who came up co them, 
* and unbound them, very much bemoaning the con- 
! to Toledo, and he told chem ic was not quire half a 
; : - league, 
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league, bur if chey would go along with him to 8. 
Country Houſe hard by, he would gladly ſhew chal. 1 
the way, and that he doubted nor che Lady, wil... 
liv'din ir, would relieve them in thar excremiry. Thy. 
cook his advice, and he brought them ro a very fi. 


- 


houſe. Having knock'd at the Gate, ir was imm|; 
diately open'd by an old man, who was Steward 1% ; 
the Lady, and hid the overfight of the Shepherds al! 
the profits ariſing from the Sheep, The Shephei'Wq 
who brought chem thither went in to the Lady, ani, 
in few words gave her an account of the misforrun}"Jg, 
had hapned co thoſe Strangers, and the condition Ivt-3y; 
had found them in, whereupon ſhe order'd chem 3 
be brought up ro her chamber. Dozx Pedyo preſent*tþ #p 
himſelf co her, very much abaſh'd co ſee himſelf i-7 
moſt naked, as having about him onely an old Cort ? 
which che Shepherd had lent him. He rold her thx 3 
his journey was for Jfadrid, about a Law-ſuic &þ 7 
creat importance, nor diſcovering who he was, bitÞ * 
onely that he was a Gentleman of Sevi/, named |-* 
Don Ferdinand Sanchez, de Trivegnsy, The Ll! | © 
whoſe name was Donna Vittoria, was much rroubledþ4 | 
ro ſee him in thar deplorable condition. There we} 
in the houſe two cheſts full of cloaths, which had ben | * 
a Brother's of hers, who died nor long before. |: 
order'd wo ſutes to be broughr our, which they pu | - 
on, that which Doz Pedro had proving fo fir, chat th: | 
Lady was much taken wich his perſon, and had i= þ- 
eyes always faftned on him. She invited Doz Pedro F- 
ro dine with her, which he did, raking occafion eve! þ: 
and anon, to make exrraordinary acknowledgments þ, 
ofthe favonrs he receiv'd from her. | 
* Theyconrinu'd two days in thar Country houte, Þ 
eiv 
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#rethe Lady made any diſcovery of the affe&tion ſhe 
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wards a Lady of ſo great worth, and one that had fo 
highly oblig'd them. The ſolitude of the place, the 
"Fbeaury of the Lady, and the filent diſcoveries ſhe 
"3 made him by her geftures, oblig'd Dox Pedro ro 
|; anſwer her affefion. He entred into ſome Love- 
{7 diſcourſes with her ; but though ſhe were really in 
{7 love with him, y=t would ſhe not grant him any par- 
2 eicular favour, unteſs he firſt aſſur'd her ſhe ſhould be 
: his wife, and that ſhe had a promiſe of ic under his 
* band, 
|: Dox Pedro, ontheother ſide, had ſo great 4 kind- 
7 neſs for her, that he had in a manner forgot the Mr- 
7 fareſs, whoſe PiRure he carri'd about him, and ad- 


raction. 


advice, and thereupon had his deſires of "_ Vi- 
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ftoria, who having made the blot, could do no 148 
rhan give him leavero enter. He continu'd they! 
four days, at the end whereof, acquainting the Lu 
char his buſineſs ar {adrrd was of ſuch importance x? 
requir'd his perſonal attendance rhere, ſhe conſentJY 


co his departure, on condition he would return agaij 
as ſoon as he could 5; which he, with oachs, promiFF,vl 
£o do, . 

The next morning betimes, he departed, leaviv. 7 
the Lady o're-flown with tears ; he was ſomenia, J® 
croubleg, or at leaft pretended it. The Lady havin}. 3 [i 


EL 


furniſh'd him wich all chings neceſſary, he puc for $87 


ward ; bur ere he bad gone far, he receiv'd ſome pan} 35 
of the chaſtiſement which he deſerv'd for his perfds} 3 þþ 
ouſneſs, for the Mule he was mounted on being axþ 1 4, 
co ſtar gaye him a fall, whereby he ſo ſprain'd oneÞ-5 
foot, thar he was forc'd to make ſome ay at 1!l{-Þ; 
64s, 2 place half way berween Toledo and Madrid] © 
and to ſend for Chirurgeons ro ſer all chings rigtt} : 
again, 
' Leaving him there confin'd to his chamber t0: 
ſome days, ler us return to Donna Vittaria, who ve!) þ 


a. Silt: 7 Rs; ney 
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much bewail'd the abſence of her Gallanc, che ve!) 2 
rhought of whom caus'd her no ſmall affliction, A|.* 


*«; 


found, under the bolſter, a PiRure of the Lady whom |? 


Don Pedro was to be married to, folded up in a Let- * 
cer which his Couſin had writ to him from 1/adrid, |* 


2 


C2 


+ 
o 
W 


which ſhe deliver'd co her Miſtreſs, who opening che | 
Paper, ſaw the Picture, wherear ſhe was much diſ- F* 
quiered ; bur ſhe was much more aſtoniſh'd,when (he |} | 


Calt her eye on the enſuing 


Servant of hers who had made the bed where he ly, |: 
# 
_ | 
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f LETTER, 


3 Deareſt Couſin, | 
|. Ot will recerve herein tncloſed the Piture 
Ss ML. of the Lady Donna Briandade la Cerda, 
4 which 18 very exaftly taken fromthe Original ;, 1 
\Zaoubt not but the charms of ber Beauty will oblege 
| Jyou to bafitn your departure; Her Father, Don 
[3 Juan dela Cerda, expedfs you with great impa- 
"Ztience. In the mean time the Comralt of Marriage 


F-30388 
FO 


1s adrawing up, and will be realy, before you be 
|: bere tofignit, Aſſure your ſelf you will be ex 
 $tremelyſatisfi'd, that you bavefound ſo excellent 8 
&| wife. Tam - 


Your affetionate Couſin 5 
Dog Roarigo de Ribera, 


':  DomaViftoriahad ſcarcely cone to the period of 
'* this Letter, bur, chrough the crouble ſhe receriv'd ac 
2 the reading of it, ſhe fell into a ſwound, and contt- | 
| Hu'dtherein above half anhour, inthe arms of her 
| Maid. Arlaft ſhe canie to her ſelf, burſting into 
 fighs and tears; ſhe rail'd at the Sev:/h:an Impoſtor, 
7 but much more ar her own ſimplicity, thar ſhe had ſo 
3h hely proftituted her honour to af unknown perſon, 
} whom ſo firange an adventure had brought to her 
' houſe, She ſpent thatwhole day in weeping and be- 
/ moaning her misfortune : bur conſidering withal, 
/ Whar hazard her reputation was in, ſhe _ a 17 
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ſhould nat be ſaid of her, that ſhe had been {© baſlf.. 
affconred by any man. Whereupon with the light (teþ 

receiv'd from the Lerrer, of the occaſion of his jou.{, 
ney, and che perſon to whom he was co be married | 
{he pur chings in order co her removal to 11adril.t;, 
which-{þe might betcer do than any other, in reguiſ@.; 
ſhe md nor any Kinſman' near enoueh to whom (| 
might communicace her intention. 'She kommunt &, 
cared her defign ro Albert, an old Servant of hel #; 
who had brought her up from chr: cradle, and was ey 

hen wait on her. . ef " pf 


Upor-chis reſolucion, ſhe caus*d two Wagons tf 
be loaden wich all chings neceſſary to furniſh 's hou 
fir to receive a perſon of Quality, -and took her mil 3g 
towards Madrid, Being come thither, ſhe cont3q; 
manded her Servant Albert, to.enquire whereabouk Joy 
lived Don Juan de /a Cerda, and whether che your 
Cavalier, whom he intended to make his Son-in-lan 3p 
were come from Sevz/, She underſtood by him, thiÞ 3 hy 
he was ,not yer come, 'bur chac they expe&ed him 1 q 
which much troubled the Lady, who knew nothin * w 
the accident had happen'd to him near //leſcas, | 3b 
- Thefirſt rhing chis affronted Lady did, was to cakÞ 
a houſe for her ſelf, near that of Don Fuan de Ia Cn} ; 
da, and order'd Albert to live in it as Maſter theredÞ 3 a 
Thar done, ſhe ſenc him co Do J#ap's, co enquitth ? 
wherher ſhe wanted 'a waiting-Genclewoman, («| 
the would diſguiſe-her ſelf, thac ſhe mighe nor b*Þ1 
known by Don Pedro, The bufineſs had the effei|}* 
ſhe defired, for Doxna Brianda was then enquiritth} 
fot 4 widow to wait on her, a cuſtom much practi 03 
in;Sper, wacre Ladies of qualicy baye ſeveral |} 
thern;- whom, being, Widows, they call Dann; 


” 


We -; 1 


IT, 
"= 
ANG 


5 


when this ' was propoſed by Albert, who went un- 
[Serche name :0f.Facher ro'his Miſtreſs, Doxns' Bri- 
Bide nor onely receiv'd her into: her ſervice, bucher 
|Farher, Albert, was alſo enterrain'd into Do» Fwar's, 
18.4/bert gave his Miſtreſs an account of his Negotia- 
|:0n, : whereat ſhe was extremely ſatisfi'd 5. .ſo thar 
Saving pur her ſelf into the habit of. a Duernna, ſhe 
| wen the next day to preſent her ſelf to-Dmrus 
8Br:ianda, conducted by her pretended Facher, Albert. 
TThey were both very kindly entertained by Don Fwuar 
| 2de [x Cerdix'and his Daughter. Donna Fiftoria with'd 
ſhe had nor been ſo handſom, that the Sutor the ex- 
peed mighc be the leſs raken with her ; however, 
{Zſhe couragtouſly reſolv'd co. proſecure the impoſture 
$the was ingag'd in. Dome Brianda ask'd Albert, 
Ivhar Country-man he was. Herold her that he was 
{born aca place called &trrera, near Sevi/; rhar- his 
[name was Stephen de Santillana ( by whicttwe ſhall 

{ henceforth call him) thar his Daughcer had been 
3 married ro a:Merchant of that Ciry , who di'd as he 
7 Was going for rhe Weſt-1 ndzes, leavins ſo crear Debts 


'# Creditors. Doz Fran hearing that Santillana was of 
2} Andalx/ia; 2sk'd him, whether he had liv'd any time 
3 at Sevil, Hetold him, thac he had ofcen.been in thar 
[! Ciry, bur thac ' his Davghter had liv'd there. Dor 
1 T#an would nor at that time enquire any farther, nor 
7 enter (into any diſcourſe: with: him concerning. Dox 
7 Pedro de Ribera. Donna V;doria Was enfertain'd as 
4 Dara to: Danna Brianda, Who took ſuch an: affe- 
7 Rionro her; rhar ſhe rruſted her with all-her Keys, 
7 tothe grear - diſcontent of her orher Servanrs, who 
| bad livdmith ber many yeats- a 
cha 
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2 behind him, thar all his Eſtare went co -ſatsfie his 
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char he wa a Houſe of his own, not far from Dy 
Tuar's ,' and. a -Wife (for Marcella an ancienf 
Maid of Donna Y:ftoriz's was to at thar par) 
whereupon he had no LAT__ b __ d him in Dull 
Juar's. 

Ic is now time.We. return to. Don Pedro de Riker 
Who being recover 'd of his fall; Came .to Meal ; 
and ſighted ar rhe Houſe of his Coufin Don Redrigy 
who was ſhuch troubled chart he had nor. been ther}? 
ſooner. Herold him the cauſe of i ir, and gave hin 
a parricular account of all had paſs'd in Donna Vii - 
Foria's Country-houſe, even to the promiſe he half. 
made her, under a feign'd name, Don Rodriph } 
45kd him; what tualiry che Lady was of, whereto tx} * 
anſwer'd, char her name was Dona V ittorin 4 j 
Sylva, and thar ſhe was of one of che moſt noble} 
Tumilics of Toledo, Don Rodrigo was very mud 
diflatisfy'd with his procedure, reproaching him mip Z 
the unworthy a&ion he had done, in abuſing mdf 
diſhonouring thar Lady , and thar ir. was tobe fears 
ſhe might heat of his coming to Atadrid, in ordernl 
a Marriage witch another, and find means to be ol | 
veng'd for that affront.” * .. Z 

They afrerwards fell -intd difcoutſe concemin/ 4 
Doniia Brianda, and Don Pedro rold him, heerþ : 
rreamly fancied the PiRure he had ſeen of her, buf ? 
char, with the other things he had beenrobb'd of, tt} 7 
had loſt it : though he knew well enoueh, he had lee 2 
ic under the beds head at Dona Vittoria's,. whict : 
troubled him nor a liccle, however. he difſembledit.? 
Don Rodrigo told Don: Pedro, that ir were fir he pus | | 
himſelf into other Cloaths, before he waited on bs} 


Miſtreſs, and that he muſt keep within doors cill chef þ 
| were Bl 
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were ready. Within two days a very fair riding Suic 
9 was brought him, wherein prerending he was but 
2 newly come to Town, he goes to rhe Houſe of Dor 
2 juan de la Cerda, by whom he was receiv'd with 
3 great demonſRrations of kindneſs. Notice was 1m- 


49 mediately carry'd up ro Dgrna Briazda, that the 


:rſon defign'd to be her Hushand was . coming up 


£2 to her Chamber, where the was wich her Maids abouc 


£2 her, who had juſt made an end of Dreſſing her; Dox 


13 Pedro coming in, condufted by Don Fun and Dor 


3 Rodrigo, was infinitely ſarisfy*d at tne fight of his 
£7 Miſtreſs, whom he very civilly and diſcreetly ſaluted; 


3 for he was a perſon of an excellent wir and a con- 


{7 fidenc carriage and demeanour. He found by the 


2 original of Donna Briaxda, that the Painter had 


3 done his work very faichfully , a vircue not much 
9 practis'd by Painters, eſpecially upon ſuch occaſions 
4 as that was, He was raviih'd,to ſes fo great a Beaucy, 
EZ and ſhe on the other ſide was well ſatisfy'd with che 
£2 handſome perſonage of Doz Pedro, | 


There were yer ſome chings to be done in order 


7 rothe abſolute concluſion of the Marriage, at which 
7 there was a neceſity of Doz Pedro's preſence ; 


xf.; whereupon he, Dox Juan, and Don Rodrigo with- 
7 drew into another room, where .they lock'd them- 
tF 7 ſelves in wich a Notary, and ſome Friends, who were 
7 tobe witneſſes at the Articles of the agreement. 
iÞ3 Donza Brianda continu'd all chat time in ber Cham- 


ber, with her Servants, talking of Dox Pedro, her 


.#: Husband-to-be , every one congratulating her good 


fortune, ſave onely Donna Vittoria, wno ſaying no- 


thing at-all, her 
alone with her , 


Fd 
en 


Miſtreſs obſerv'd it, and being all 


« Donna T heodorx; ſaid (he to her's.. _ 
g hs C41, 538 SL 
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* (that was the name ſhe had aſſun'd) whenafF 
© comes ir, thar, while all the reſt celebrate the hap. | 


% 


purpoſely, in proſecution of her deſign , and this} * 
queſtion came as ſeaſonably as ſhe could have wiſhd} }« 
it, ſo that ſhe made her this Anſwer. © As torhef+2 
&« perſon of Dozx Pedro, Madam,thers is not any thing} 
tobe ſaid againſt ir, nay be is ſo accompliſh'd,} * 
< rhar there is not any thing to be with'd inhim}- 
« which he hath not already. My filence proceecs} 
* hence, char I had a pareicular knowledg= of nm}. 
&© at Sevil, for I liv'd in a Quarter of the Ciry, wii. 
© he much frequented. I neither will, nor ought tof- 
* conceal from you the occaſion of his ſo often colt | 
* ing thither, for it is my dutyto be faithful to you, 
« 2s having no other deſign than to ſerve you, and | 
&© endeavour your quier, ſo as that you may not lit | - 
© in a perperual Eo of your ſelf all me | 
«© reſt of your days. Know then, Madam, that it} * 
« you match your felf with Doz Pedro, you will be | : 
<« brought co a kind of civil death, inſtead of recet- |- 
< ving the ſatisfa&tions of wedlock. Donna Briands | | 
ws much aſftoniſh'd at this diſcourſe, and preſs'd tet | * 
Dwaenxa, to diſcover to her more clearly, whar ſhe had | : 
bur t00 great a defire to tell her. Whereupon er- | 
treating her to retire intoa more ſecret place, where |: 
they might not be obſerv*d Hy her other Women, |: 
Donze Viforia gave her this malicious account of tne |! 


+ >, 

1 

» -»y 

[4 <a». 
"63-1 

GE es. 

of > 2x, 

Ke 

ABER 

{ 


: 
Og Ae Fae Dos IN Ny ST 
248 DUM pc ries 3 SG; oi £ 


. X* 42-5 RR CITES EIN Hg Fe 3 
. Fs DOTTED 5 EROTIC ob ho AUS Ts 
RS - ad etatacs 


pethdious Dox Pedro, 
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'.;3< very handſome and well deſcended , in a word 


 }< wanting nothing but a fortune ſuirable ro her 
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'7< qualiry. He .courted her ſo earneſtly, char ſhe, 
3 finding her ſelf oblig'd by ſo great demonſtrations 
3< of Aﬀe&ion, Letrers, and corrinual Embaſſies, 
2 © arrended wich preſents, from Don Pedro, ſatisfy'd 


: & his defires, upon a promiſe that he would make her 


7 © his Wife, whereof chere are many witneſſes. Bur 
2 © the bufineſs was tobe kepr ſecrer for a time ; for 


* Doz Pedro's Father was then alive, who, having 
& receiv'd ſome intellivence of rhar Love, endea- 
&« your'd all he could to: prevent Dox Pedro's mar- 
& riave with Doyna Elvira de Monſalvo ; ſo was the 
« Lady called. The concinuance of. his viſits coher 


2 & produc'd living proofs, which were two Sons anda 
 < Daughter, whoare ar thisrime with the Mother. 
', © When Don Pedro's Farker was. remoy'd out of the 
| © way, ( which happen'd not long after) Dona 
: © Elwira expected be 

* © miſe, and marry her , bur he, for ſome c1me, came 
| © nor ſo much asto ſee her, - What inconveniences 
« ſhe was put to from the rime of chetr acquaintance | 


ſhould make 960d his pro- 


t& the knows co her ſorrow , and I am nor ignoranc 
e thereof, for I Liv'd near her, and went Oiten to 
& her Houſe. Being now convinc*d char hz intended 
£ to leave her in che On diſcover'd the ves | 
"hs = 
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« rotwo Couſin-Germans of hers, who were ſo en-| £ 

© rag*d thereat, chat rhey immediately reſolv'd tt 
« « oflige Dozx Pedro, by force, to perform the pro- |: 
« miſe he had made to their Kinſwoman. Dor Y 
« Pedro went to a certain Farm he had, nor far from Þ 
c« Sel, ro avoid his Adverſaries, who, k nowing he þ 
<« went our of the way purpoſely becauſe he would | 
< nor ſatisfie their Coutin, reſolv'd ro be rhe death Þ- 
&« of him. Things were in this poſture when my Þ 
« Father brought me to Afadrid, where I have been | 
« about theſe fix weeks. This is the accompt I can Þ* 

c& pive you of Dox Pedro, who muſt nor think him- Þ. 


« ſelf ſecure in chis Court, for the Lady's Kinſmen, 


&« whom I know to be gallant and ſtout Perſons, is | 


« ſoon as they hear of his being here, will be ſureto 
_« artend his motion, and revenge the affront done to 
<« their Coulin ; nay it will be eaſter for them-ro cot 
&« here than at Sevi/. 

Donna Brianda heard very attentively the ſtory 
rold her by the Duenza, and was extreamly troubled, 
to find Do» Pedro ſofar engig'd with another, She 
aSk'd her a thouſand queſtions, among others, whe- 
ther he was much in love with - that Miſtreſs, Whe- 
ther thar Doxva Eluirs was very handſome, &c. 
whereto ſhe made ſuch Anſwers as were ſuitable to 
her deſign. which was ro put- Doz: Pedro clearly out 
of her favour. Donna Brianda reſolv' d to give het 
Father an account of all, and leave it to him to in- 
form himſelf more fully of the buſineſs. She 1m- 
mediately went to the Room where he was to ſpeak 
to him, for all things were concluded as tothe Mar- 
riave.. | 

; In the mean time, Donna V es, was left in the 
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ourer-room, where the Women and Dzennma are 


; WOnt to walt, There came 1n to them a Servant of 
| Don Pedro's whom he had ſent to the Poſt for Ler- 
{| ters from Sew:/. Enquiring for his Maſter, to give 
| himthe pacquer, Doxza Viforia told him, thar he 
| was within , bur that as ſoon as he came our ſhe 
| would deliver it to him. Having opened rhe ' pac= 
= quer, ſhe pur into it a Letter (he immediarely wrir, 
- and, ſealing it up again, came where her Miſtreſs 
{| Was, She ask'd her whither ſhe was going with choſe 
+ Letrers ? "The other anſwered without the leaſt difſ- 
| covery of any malice, that rhey were directed co 
+ Sifgnor Do: Pedro, and had been brought thicker a 


| lirtle before by one of his Servants from the Sew1-: 


: fully. credited. 


Poſt... Curioſity was an ingredient of the firſt Wo- 
| man, and it 1s yery fruirfully ſpread chrovgh the 


whole Sex. Donna Brianda ſhew'd her ſelf nor free 


| from ic'on this occaſion, and ſhe was the more excu- 
. fable conſidering the ftory had been rold her by the 
| ſubtle. D#e»na. © She was tempred to- open the pac= 


quet , wherein. finding one Letter written with a 


Woman's hand” ( which was that written by Doxra 
| Vittoria) ſhe could do. no leſs rhan open it, ard. 
 direQting her Eye down to the bottom of 1t, found ic 
ſubſcribed by. one Dow Elvira de Monlaluo, She 


rexd it, 'and was: confirm'd in what before ſhe. nor 
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THE LETTER, 


| Mydearelt , : 
b © (i abſence and my tndiſpoſition have { 


K reduc'd me to ſuch extremity, that 1 can- þ 
rot imagine T bave any long time to lrve, it being 
zmpoſſible 1 ſhould huld out,, after the news 1 have 
heard of your reſolutton to be married at Madrid, | 
which camot eaſily be done, without a tranſcend- | 
ent baſeneſs, by a perſon ſo wearly engag'd tome Þ 
ak you are. You ik that yor cannot betow on |} 
another what 4s ſo lawfully due to me, eſpecially : 
if you make the leaft reflettion. on the preciom | 
pledges there are between 6 thereof, 1 bave m | 
other adutce to give you, a5 things now ſtand , but | 
that, if you are at ſuch a loſs of all ſhame and con- | 
ſerence, there is a God in Heguen, who ſees our 


on them; and that 1 bave many noble friends, nb | 


meaſuring the ſmall account you make 


to thoſe extremities, conppdering how highly you | 
are oblig'd to do things ſattably to the noblevels | 
of your Birth, and to acknowledge, as you ought, | 
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moſt ſecret thoughts, and paſſ, es 4 fuſt judgement ; 


| of them by | 
your [lighting of me, will not fail to revenge the | 
afjroxt done tow all, TI hope we ſhall not be forcd 
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| ber, whom, while we both Live, you mui? look 
07, as 
Your lawful Witc 
Donua Eluira de Moxſaluo, 


| This Letcer fully ſatisfy'd Donna Briarda that all 
| ſhe had heard from the malicious Dnerna was true. 
| Her Father coming into the room as ſhe had done 
reading ir, ſhe acquainced him with all char concern'd 
| Dox Pedro, (hewing him the Letrer from Dona 
\ Eluira. He was extreamly aſtoniſh'd, to find that a 
| Cavalier of ſo noble a Family, had abus'd a Lady of 
+ ſuchqualicy , and thar, having Children by her, he 
| ſhould be ſo impudent as to make his addrefles to 
| his Daughter. He forbore reproaching bim cherewich, 
| Cill he had betrer inform'd himſelf from a Friend of 
' hisof Sez/, then ar Madrid, whom he immediately 
; Went to look for, 

* Don Tuan was but hardly got out of doors, bur 
| Don Pedro and his Man came 1n, for his man having 

; told -him that he had deliver'd the pacquet to one of 
' Donna Brianda's Women, he was come to receive ic 

' from her, ſince ic was not brought co his Coulin's, 

| whicher all his Lerrers were dire&ted. Ic was his 

| fortune to meer with Donna Brianda 1n the outer- 
room, where her Father had lefr her. ** I ſhould 


' «no have return'd ſo ſoon, my deareſt Lad : v/ _ he 
: 19d me 
7 


« ;g her, had nor ſomewhat excraordinary odlis 
« thereto ; it is to receive ſome Letrers, which my 


«Man tells me he delivered co one of your Women. 


« She 


S 4 
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& She thought, ſays Donna Briaada, that you id 
« been ſtill with my Farher, I caſually meeting te; Þ 
« 25 (hz was coming into the room, ask'd her what Þ! 
© the came for. She anſwering, it was to delive: Þ? 
« you the pacquet, I rook it from her, and ( preſu. Þ 
<« ming chat a Cavalier of your age and complexic 
&« contd nor have lived to this time in Sev:l, andnaÞ! 
« have an inclination for ſome Lady) a certain cor- Þ*. * 
« ;un&ion of curichrty and jealouſie perſuaded meto 
& gpenir, That curioficy hath done me a courteſie, þ! * 
cc 2nd harh ſarisfy'd me in ſome things, which before Þ* - 
c« ] onely ſuſpeed : and therefore I forbear de- Þ 
&« firing your excuſe, ſince I have receiv'd ſo 200d an þ: 

&« information, before I was any further eng with | 

« yan ; for hid it come too lace, I had been ruin'd. | 
« Here's a Letter from a perſon you ſhould be well þ 

&« acquainted with ; this would have been enoughto Þ 

& undeceive me, bur it onely confirms a relation I Þ: 

<&« had receiv'd before, upon which I was almoli re- 
&« ſolv'd to put ſuch a check to your pretenſions (0 
© me, aSrhat you ſhould have but lictle encourage- 
* ment to continue them. Farewell, my preſenc? 
< will bur trouble you, this Letcer will acquainr you 
« with what you are nor ignorant of. 

Dox Pedro receiving the Letter one of her hand 
was not a little furpris'd, not imagining what migit 
have happeryd co him. He read ic, and preſently in- 
ferr'd, that ir was a trick pur upon him by ſome en- 
vious perſon, who was defirous to obſiru&} his bappt- 
neſs, Meeting with Donna Vittoria ( whom, as we 
ſaid before, he knew nor in her Widdow's habit ) 
*Alh Madam, ſaid: be to her, what forgeries are 
*theie? I a Miſtreſs at Sevil; and of this _ 
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4 © I children by her, and chat upon a promiſe of mar. 
tþ3 ff riage? If it be not the greateſt Iye rhac ever hu- 

2; © mane malice invented, ler me never look Man in 
|? © che face again.- For my part , replies the ſubtle 
| © Dauenra, I find my ſelf inclin'd to believe, char 


' 


nÞ: © whar you ſay-may be crue ; bur your main con- 
x; © cernment is to bring my Lady to that perſuaſion. 
'- © I know her to be of ſuch an humour as not eafily 
0+ ro quit a reſentment, which ſhe entertains upon 


oe. 


” 
+.i7 


© jult grounds, and I much queſtion whether ſhe will 
{| ** admit your addreſſes any further, for I know ſhe 
- | ** hath acquainted her Father withall, and he is gone 
1þ: **ro a Gentleman of Sevril, an intimate friend of 
1 | © his, who 1s now in this Ciry. Iam very glad of it, 
| © /ays Don Pedro, for he will find it co be an abſolute 
| | © impoſture, 'and that there is nor any Lady in Sewr/ 
\ | ** char coes under the name of Dozna Elvira de 
FF © Monſalvo. Bur I beſeech you tell me, Madam, 
| © whether your intimacy be very great wich the Lady . 
H © Dona Brianda: So oreat rep!i d ſhe, that T am che 
© onely perſon in her favour; and to whom ſhe is 
 # pleas'd ro communicate her 'thoughts, If ir be ſo, b.- 
E . ſays Don Pedro, it's poſhble you may procure me Þ#* 
| : the favour from her, that I may vindicate my ſelf. |* 
 -*T much queſtion whether ſhe will ever ſpeak to 
| *© you again, ſaid ſhe, for ſhe is extreamly incens'd 
| * againſt you, and when once angry, if juſtly, ſhe is 
| ** che hardeſtto be appeas'd rhar ever I knew. Bur, 
” © aid he, if you are ſo much in her favour, you may 
|= *© prevail ſomewhat with her, by repreſenting to her 
 E the extraordinary affeRion I bear her. Ic 15 1n 
© my power, ſaid ſhe, co do with her what you defire ; 


£ bur what will you give me 1f I can procure you 2 
©* favou- 
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favourable audience from her > Any thing youcef&.« 
<« deſire, ſaid heto her, if you mind onely matter o 
& advancage. You ſez I am very young, /ays ſhe, wh 
< conſequently may hope co be married again, mo 
«is the onely thing I wants if Ido what you wit 
<& may I rely on your liberalicy for my reward. Tizþ i 
© you may know how earnelily I defire it, ſar: kf 4 
&« do whart I defire, and I will make your fortune he: # 
& yier by five hundred Crowns than icis. I moiÞ* 
<« humbly thank you, rep/ze (be, bur I muſt cell you } 
5 Sir, that I have been ſo deluded by the verbal proþ 3 
© miſes ſometimes made me by a perſon of your c::| 
© licy, that I have reaſon to miſtruſt whar-ever i 
&« promis'd, 1f I haye it not in wricing. You will b:|1 
© pleas'd to excnſe me, Sir, if my fear to be deceivtÞ; 
<« as 1 have been force me to theſe precautions, an(Þ? 
& to aſſure your ſelf, that thoſe ſarisfi'd, I will ende:-f* 
© your to ſerve you to the utmoſt of my power. Top 3 
© pive you abſolure ſatisfaction, as to thar point, M| : 
<« dam, ſaid he, help me with pen, ink and paper, an | r 
& you ſhall have che ſecurity you defire your ſelf. Þ| : : 
Doxna Vittoria would ſee the iflue of ir, and {0} 3 « 
| broughe him what he defired, Dos Pedro kept [} : | 
word wich her ; nay eicher out of ignorance of the |: | 
form of ſuch obligations, or ro make a greater e-|- | 
preſſion of his earneſineſs that ſhe ſhould aft him, | - 
proy'd ſoliberal, as to give her a Blank fign'd and | | 
ſeal'd, not mentioning the ſumme whererto he obli9% | 
himſelf, relling her he had nor ſpecifi'd ic, out of 2 | 
deſign to requite her beyond his promiſes, propot- |* 
cionably to the ſervice ſhe ſhould do him, in the re- | 
covery of his Miftreſs's fayour. She ſaw this happen'd 
according to her withes, ſo that acknowledeing the |* 
favour |: 
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Favour Dox Pedro had done her, (he promis'd him her 
Farmoſt endeavours to deſerve it, by recovering him 
TSnco che favour of his Miſtreſs. The amorous Cava- 
'FJier believ'd her, and cook his leave. Albert coming 
'Fin ſoon after, YV:ittor:agave him an account of what 
Jprogreſs ſhe had made, and purring inco his hands the 
| iBlank fGien'd by Doz Pedro, bid him write above his 
[Jname a formal promiſe of marriage, daringir about 
Ithe time of his being at her Country houſe near To- 
'þ 3 /zdo, wirh two witneſſes: which Albert did, imitating 
| 3 as near as he conld Dozx Pedro's hand. 

FF; Thar day, Don J#az fail d to meet the Gentleman 
F 3 of Sevil, and pur off the viſit he intended him cill 


Fiche next. In the mean time, Doxna Yiftoria under- 
|; Rood from Donna Brianda, that ſhe was reſolv'd to 
? lead Apes in hell, rather than have Dox Pedro to her 
} husband. Having already truſted her D#e»na with 
7 ſome of her ſecrers, ſhe thought ſhe might make an 
| abſolure diſcovery of her felf ro her, and gow = 
7 rold her, how thac before her Father had treated of 


+ - 


7 a marriage berween her and Don Pedro, ſhe had been 
7} courted by a perſon of Honour, named Dox Sancho 
2 de Leyba; that ſhe had ſome inclination rowards hims 
|: and that che perſuaſions of her Father had prevail'd 
with her to entertain the applications of Dex Pedro 3 
bur having difcover'd his unworrhineſs, ſhe was: re- 
| ſolvdco re-addreſs her affeQion ro Don Savcho, = 

'  DonnaViftoria was almoſt out of her ſelf for yoy 
| to hear thar news, for it put her into a confidence 
* thather defien would rake : and che more ropromote 
| ir, ſhe diſpos'd Donna Briarda 2s muchas lay in her 
'? power to favour Dor Saycho, © He muſt needs be 


« Jiſpleas'd with me, ſays ie 10 her, yet 1 doubr a 
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< bur a Letrer from me will re-engage him my hun-{ 
<« ble Servant. The crafty Dzenna proffer'd to be the 
bearer of 1t, on condirion ſhe mighr do it by Cox, 
Donna Brianda was very glad to find her Wo:nanÞ+ 
ready to ſerve her, eſpecially in a buſineſs which ſk: Þ* 
was ſo much pleas'd with ; and fo ſhe commanded 2þ # 
Coach to be made ready, and that ſhe ſhould 2oin-þ # 
mediately to ſee Dox Sancho, ro whom the writ if } 
Letter,  Dorna Vittoria took Coach, pretending tÞ 4 


20 to Don Sancho's houſe, bur ſhe went ro her own, þ ** 
and bid the Coach-man return ro Doxna Briard: þ :. 
and cell her, that for fear notice might be taken «| ! 
the Coach, ſhe would go afoot tothe'place whe: | 7; 


ſhe had ſent her, conducted by Samtllana her pre-Þ 
rended Farther. From that houſe, ſhe writ cwo Let- |: 
ters, one, to Doz Fan, deſiring him to come to her; Þ ! 
the other ro Dor Sancho, to the ſame effet, withdi- þ 
re&ons to find the houſe, # 
While che Letters were carried abroad, ſhe put of I 
her Widows habit, and put on that of a perſon of the Þ + 
hebeſt qualicy, expe&ing theſe ewo viſits with th? | 
accuſtomed ceremonies of Spain. Don Sancho d: |- 
Leybawas not long a coming, though he knew no* | 
thing of the-perſon who. had written to him. The: | 
| had not paſt many complements between him ani | 
Donna V.:&or1a, but word was brought her, that D*» | 
Jnan de laCerda was alighted out of his Coach, and | :, 
was cominig 1nto the houſe. Sir, ſaid ſhe to Do» Sar- | + 
cho, Tam oblig'd to ſpeak with the perſon who 's |, 
coming up all alone. Not bur that you may hear the F: 
diſcourſe we ſhall have rogether ; and therefore let |: 
me intrear you to ſtand behind rhis Curtain, whence 


you will hear all we'fay, for it concerns you more 
2 chan 
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{han you imagine, and will prove to your advantage. 
' Don Sancho compli d, not knowing what migher be the 
$fue of chis precaution. 


s 1ftoria (Whom he knew not as ſhe was then dreſs'd) 
Faddreſs'd her ſelf co him wich this diſcoufſe, ©« I 
n-þ {** doubr nor, Sir, bur you ſomewhat wonder, you 
if I<« ſhould be intreated hither by a Letter, and thar 
": «from a perſon not known to you, To recover yon 
a | by from char confuſion, I will give you an account of 
1 "> my ſelf, I was born in the Imperial City of 7 oleds, 
© che onely Daughter of the Houſe from which Iam 
: [jc deſcended, and Heir thereof. Iam of rhe Family 
. | of Sylva, ſo well known all over Spaiz, that I need 
'« ſay nothing ofirt. As to my qualicy, Iam rocell 
[16 you farther, char my Facher was, 1n his time, ho- 
|: nour'd with the Order of St. James, and my Bro- 
26 cher, of thac of Alcantara, with the command of a 
| © Troop of itlorſe under his Majeſty in Flarzders, 

| [jc Upon his death, 1 retir'd to a Country-houſe I haye 
| near Toledo, where I liv'd privately, contenting my 
| elf with the innocent enjoyments of a Country life, 
© < without the leaſt acquaintance of any rhing of Love, 
-<rill thar, one morning a Shepherd of mine broughr 
<romy houſe, rwo men, who had been robb'd and 

<ftripp'd the night before by certain High-way- 

men. Icook compaſſion on chem) eſpecially him, 

; *cc who by his demeanor ſeem'd to be che Maſter, and 

"<< our © cheſts of cloxchs my Brother had left, I 

; }« eqrmith'd them with ewo ſures, wherewith they co- 

: *& ver'd their nakedne(s. They ſeem 'd to be very 
f cc chinkful for ſo ſexſonable 4 [4 vorrr but 2: more 


** confiderable of rhe ewo hath en me very un- 
© Orale- | 


<— 
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Don Juan came in, and having taken a ſeat, Donna 
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« orarefully, which is the ordinary ſtyle of Courtiesff 
< and hath requited my charitable offices onely wit 3 


« flarteries and deceir. I was ſo ſimple as to hea Þ 
« joll'sd, by the careſſes he made me, durins fo 


&« days thar I kept him ar my houſe, and he prevail{Þ 


«ſo far with me, that I was no longer ar My 0M: 7 ; 


<< diſpoſal. The reiterated oaths and p:roteltarionsd 3 


&« a perſon of that worth, rais'd me into a perſuakaſ$ 


& chat he really lov 


d me, and thar induc'd me tolorÞF 


&© him again ; tobe ſhort, upon a promiſe he matþ? 


& me of marriage, he got me in an humour to granÞ F 


&« him the greateſt of favours, He made me belienÞ | 
<< that his going ro Court was for the proſecution | 4 


<« ſome Law-buſineſs that concern'd him very high! © 
© He defir'd my leave to go ro Madrid, promiſing tþ * 
< return again in a ſhort time, bur with ſuch demon-Þ3 


< trations of love as might ealily have prevaild wit 


© one who had nor fanci'd him ſo affeQionarely vIÞF 
<< had done. I ſuppli'd him with all chings neceflary 4 


& 2nd he lefr me exrremely croublea at his departure 3 


© Now, by a Picture and Letter he lefc behind hinf'# 
<< under the bolſter, I found chat the occaſion oftvþ 
© coming to this Court was in order to a marriage} 
© eween -hini, and that miracle of Beauty, Dom 
& Brianda, your Daughter. Now our Honour being 
«the moſt conſiderable thing we ought to be cendet þ+ 


">. .9 EY pe 28) CE te tl Re 
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© of, 1 could do no leſs, uponthis procedure of DU þ4 
& Pedro, than reſolve ro come rothis Conre, and Pi 


<« 2pply my ſelf ro my friends, thar, by their favout þ? 


* I mighr croſs the marriage he is about, and yo!Þ1 
* will find, thar T mayealily do ir, if you bur ſeeP 


© what Cards I have roplay. I conceiv'd my fi þt! 


© overture ſhould be ts acquaint you with my dil Þ} 


8 orace: py 
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| grace, the diſhonour I have run into by the ac- 
:ÞJ<* quaintance of Do» Pedro, and hiscreachery towards 
-[4< me, that receiving ic from my own mouth, you 
1 may ner bee too forward co conclude what is al- 
[{ÞF#* ready reſolv'd berween you, as I have underſtood. 
mþ#* Wich che Paper TI have here in my hand, I will pro- 
oF F< ſecure him to rhe utmoſt; it is under his own hand 
oa} $< and ſeal, and witneſſes to ir : bepleas'd, Sir, roper- 
[F< uſe ic, and ſee whether I have nor reaſon co pro- 
&'F* ſecure this ungrateful and perjur'd man, and co 
nÞ F< force him to a performance of the promiſe he hath 
þ #* made me. 

4 Doxz Juan was altoniſhd at this relation of Dona 


| 5 


His preſent writing, written with my own 
'l: Þ& haid, andſealed with my Seal, witneſſeth, 
| |that 7, Don Pedro de Ribera, an inhabitant of 
oi Sevil, acknowledge my ſelf to be the lawful PuS- 
|: band of Donna Vitoriade Sylva, a7 Inhabitant 
of Toledo, ard that 1 will perform the preſent 
n 4 promiſe I make her of marrtage whenſoever [ ſhall 
- [4 be, by ber, thereto requir a. 5 zgned and S _— 


272 | LA PICARA, or 


in the preſence of Albert and Marcella, Servarſ 
zo the ſaid Donna Victoria. 


Don Pedro de Ribera, 


Having read this promiſe, and knowing the hiniÞ 
and ſeal of Don Pedro, Don Faan ſaid to her, * Mp 3 
«© dam, I am very much troubled, that Doz Pedro(if 4 
« perſon ſo well deſcended as he is ) ſhould be ouilnÞþ | 
© of ſo unworthy an action, and a demeanour ot 7 
© of treachery ; for at the rime when he gave you thug]. 
& writing, he was coming hither purpoſely to be mar-Þ4 
« ried ro my Daughrer. Bur the account you hw 
« oiven me of him is ſuch;. rhar I aſſure you, I witÞ 
« have no moreto do with him, ſince you have {Ft | 

*© much reaſon to oppoſe it. Proſecure your own riot, 
«and leave him not till you. have obrain'd your & 
<< Gres; and be aflard, I ſhall affilt you ro che urmot 
© of my power, ig I find your honour ſo gal 'f 
« concern'd ini it; I have ſome friends tre, and tho 
** powerful, I will engage them allro ſerve you, ti ; 
*©you may find Tama perſon, whoprefers a jult cu 
« before al ſelf-interelt. 

DonnaViftoria gave him very bumble chanks if 
fo ereat a favour, and che rears char fefl from bet * 
the cloſe of her diſcourſe, heighrned his 2eal and cer 
derneſs towards her. Doz Tuan rook along with hin 
the writing which Dozaa Vittoria hid ſhewn him, 
he might thereby induce Dez Pedro to an acknoiP: 
ledomen: of his faulc. Wich thoſe proreſtations i: 
took leave of Donna Vittoria, promiſing to ſee he 
' again Wichin a ſhort rime, and to rerurn the promil 


of marriave, reiterating the delires-he had to my 
or 
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io - 
7 liberry ro come upon the ftige, As ſoon as he had ta- 
| ken a ſear, © You have underſtood, ſays Donna Vite- 
© 7:2 tohim, it ſo be you have heard the diſcourſe be- 
|; © tween Don Juan and my ſelf, whar hath pa's*d be- 
|! «rween me and Dozx Pedro, Upon which account (as 
3 < you have heard from her Facher) you find he is ne- 
# < yer like to be husband co the fair Dona Brianda. 


her. He thereupon lefc her, givitig Doz Sancho the 


783 © She ſent me hither co acquaint you, thar what hach 


\Þ3 © been done on her part in order co che marriage be= 
7 <<eween her and Doz Pedro was purely out of com- 
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&© conſtant perſon, who had had ſuch 
7 of my afteKion, 
7 SCrorecover my honour, and 
! <risfa&tion of what 
{ < Court, with a deſign, being whar I 
x & the ſervice of Donna Brianda, - 


þ © pliance with che. commands ofher Father, and thar 
| © ſhe is glad of the occaſion ſhe now hath ro quir him, 
! < and re-aflume thar kindneſs and affeion ſhe ever 


« had for you. Whar I ſay, you will find in wricing 
&© under her hand, when you have perus'd chis Letter, 
Dos Sancho, baving read ir, wasthe moſt ſartish'd man 


7 inthe world, to find his blaſted hopes now beginning 


co ſpring again. 

Dona V iforia perceiving it, to confirm his ſatis= 
faion,continu'd her diſcourſe ro him thus, © I know, 
&« Seignor Don Sancho, you will be aſtoniih'd in your 
«ſelf, how chis Lerrer ſhould fall into my hands. Ic 1s 
&© my ſelf onely can unriddle it. Being in love, as you 
&« are, you know chat thar liccle Divinicy is the Au» 
© chor of many diſguiſes and transformarions, as youll 
« :re taught by Ovid in his Metamorphoſis, and con- 
« ſequently you doubr nor, bur char I, loving an un- 
precious pledges 
Chould leave nothing unatrempred 
oblige him ro che fa- 
he owes me. I am come to this 
2M, to get into 


have effeRed if. 
Cc For 


TO 
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< For though you ſee me 1n this houſe , ( which was 
« raken upon my account ) I live inhers, waiting cn 
©< her in the quality of a D#enra, a part I haveal- 
&©& {um?d; the better ro elude Doz Pedro, and to do all 
*[ay in my power to put 1m out of my Miſtreſs's fa. 
&« your: and I have alſo brought that ſo far about, that 
<« lam confident there will never be any marriage be- þ 
<« rween them, and ſhe 1s wholly inclin'd to favour þ 
* you. Now conſider with your ſelf what you would 
© have meco ſayto your Miſtreſs, for I am juſtgomg 
*ro put on my Widows habit, and I muſt return pre- 
«ently, and am afraid ſhe will think I have fiaid 
* toolong. If you will return her an Anſwer, you 
© have here all rhings requifite ro doit. I thinkic 
* were fit you ſhould, thar Dona Brianda may ſee, 
<1 have puncually obey'd her commands. As tothe 
© ſecret of my diſeuiſe, I pray keep ir ſuch, for 1t 
© concerns me, thar ir- ſhould nor be diſcove:*d a 
© wille, I rely on your diſcretion, and, knowing you 
*to be a perſon of Honour and worth, I preſume you 
© will no: c1ſcover it. Fs 

| This diſcourſe very much ſurpriz*d Don Sancho, 
who rook occaſion to commend her courage and 2e- Þ 
nerofity, and rerurn?*d her his moſt humble thanks, ior Þ 
che favour ſhe had done him, in entriſting him with Þ 
the ſecrer of her Love, and prayed Heaven to give Þ 
him life to acknowledge and require {> great an ob- 
ligation. He promis'd her nor to diſcover any thing F 
rill ſhe commanded himtodo ir ; and thereupon, ſee- 
Ing her in haſte to be gone, he writ a Terrer in An- 
ſwer to what he had receiv'd from his Miſtreſs, full 
of amorous complements, and pro-eſtations of fidelity 
© the laſt 9zſp. While he was writing, Dona IV i&t- 
7:14 put on her Widow? habir, and made all the baſt? 

(he covld to Dor Tuan's, In 


tales toi te os toe Pak de 8 tacos 
Ent Me 
- p. Dy - $ a 


Mc ads tat PET TT WO ey: w_ &. 4 q 0 p SS; 
25 re CE ING TOP b OS  SELITEN R 'E: Ne a ESSE IF” + 
Kronor Srl OE AR IR FOG ; a. 


hes MEE el Wd Sand Ak bs Es, ORE 


CEC} 


a» % - * 4 ng Q [- Po__ 

COINS IR WIE” 2s by 35 5 5 ay gd ” WY ogh AR CL. GT ns. . , 
Et . A OS © -S SF ext Th rn A RT TS I EI SFr STO -oge 2 . ; 
db PIES IF EPI WET Oe EO Se De en) et 4Ccd Eh. CR OT Were I EEE EIN 
WR, _ $ x 3. NIN 3/4, 3 SR DOIST. &., 24637 Tat {z >. * 40 COOYYEDIR RE I NRTTS pan « 1 ES, OL 

- OB ROOT IR ng  T SR + OFPHES CO IE a OR es NCR 8 Ra £ ; 
"I IN LAS a $6; TIC SEL on EI YG SS. 
6 " p "WO — ? 


P25 T2 tat Re MC 
F IE RTE YR Rs 


| Nov:3. 


by 


gether to Don Juar*s, He not 
for Donna Brianda, who came out withour any cere- 
mony to receive their viſit, that ir mighe be the 
ſhorter; for ſhe had no great mind to ſee Dox Pedro. 
The poor Gentleman endeavour*d co vindicate him- 
ſelf, ſwearing a thouſand oaths, that he neyer heard 
of any Lady in Sevil, of che name mentioned in the 


Lerter, and that no doubt ſom? envious perſon had 
Pur rhts crick upon him; and thar if Doy Twas thould 


upon enquiry find ir to be true, he would be contenc 
co loſe his honour and life, nay more, che hopes of 
ever enjoying her. 

The earneſineſs of his diſcourſe put Donza Bri- 
anda into ſome doubr, that what the had heard was 
ſome impofture advanc'd purpoſely to obſtruct his 
prerenſions, and referr'd it to her Father ro make 
a full diſcovery thereof, Her Anſwer torhem was, 
chat ſhe was not ar her own diſpoſal, char 1t was her 
duty, to comply with that of her Father, and conſe- 
quently, ſhe could nor quir the ill-1mprefſion ſhe 
had receiv'd of Doz Pedro, till (he were berter in- 
form'd of the Truth : rhac her Father would come in 
ere [ono, and that thx could rake no reſoſution With- 
out his orders, in a buſineſs of ſo great 1MPortance. 

While they were engzg'd in rhis diſcourſe, Dor 
Tuan comes in from rhe viſit” he had made to Donne 
Vittoria, Don Rodrigo made him a ſhort relation of 
whar had happen'd, and reneiw'd to him che juſt com- 


plaint which his Couſin had reaſon ro make of rhe 
Whereupan both defiring 


crime laid co his charge. | 
leaſtrill there were an exact 
T2 | enquiry 


—_ 


him to hold his hand, at 


cas | 
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In che mean crime Dos Pedro, extremely reſenting 
the impoſture pur upon him, acquainted his Coufin 


Don Rodrigo with it, ang they went both co- 
eing within, they ask'd 
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enquiry made into che buſineſs, he defir'd themwu [* 
fir down, and gave thern this Anſwer, 4 
« Gentlemen, I went out in hopes to be inform'd Þ: 

&« by ſome friends of Sevil, now here, whether thx Þ 
« winch is impured to Dox Pedro were true, andl þ* 
©< could not meer with them : buc if I had toundÞ* 
** raem, it's poſſible they might know nothing of the + 
{© buſine!s, tor Sev:/1sa great City, and ſome pars |* 
*« of ilye ar ſich a diſtance from others, chat they 3 
* may well be accounted different places. WnatlF 
© found mot certain is, that Dox Pedro hath mace: Þ* 
« promiſe of Marriage toa Lady of Toledo, who et-F? 
&©« terrain'd him ar a Country-houſe of hers, afteri« Þ* 
<* had been rohb'd by certain Thieves ; and what it Þ 
« yet mo:e to be conſider'd, ſhe thoughe ir not mud F* 
*.ro {ecure tis afte&ion by the forfeicure of her Fo-þ 
* nour. I Hove it from the Lady her ſelf, who ſent}? 
* for me, and ſhew*d me the promiſe under his hand F 
*« which ſince we all know, there can be no evaſion. 
' Hethereupon thew*'d it to both the Coufins, wh | © 
were both at ſuch a loſs that they knew not what to: 
ſay, eſpecially Don Pedro, who ſufficiently berray' | 
his guilt by his aſtoniſhment, bur ſwore withall that 
he had nor made that promiſe under his own name, |: 
but under a feigned, Bur Doz Rodrigo knowing all þ* 
the circumſtances of the buſineſs, was moſt liberal « F* 
his reproaches co his Couſin, which raiſing a certain Þ? 
compaſſion in Dozx Jaan, forc*d this diſcourſe from Þ* 
him. S:gnor Den Pedro, © We find by many expe- Þ* 
** riences,thit a young Man, once fallen in Love,will Þ* 
* do any thing to obtain his deſires, That Lowe Z 
*© ſhould overcome you, I wonder nor ar all ; but þ 
** what occaſions my aſtoniſhment, is, that you ſhould þ 
** have the confidence to addreſs your ſelf to a perſon F 
| <« of if 
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07 < of che qualicy chis Lady is of, and diſhonour her, 
© witnour ever conſidering, that, in time, ſhe mighe 
2 acquaint her friends therewith, who would be ſure 
| ico revenge the affront. And what adds to this 
£2 aſtoniſhment, is, char you durtt ao ſich an aQion 
[2« when you were coming hither purpoſely in ordet to 
{2 your matching with my Daughter, for whom, if 
[2© any credit may be given your Letters, you preren- 
"3 ded to have a pafſionate affeCtion. 1 ee not how 
[}© your heart could be capable of ſuch a compericion 
[3 of paſſions, rhar you ſhould pretend the greateſt. 
"© inclinations imaginable for one, and :rzar of a 
+3 marriage with another. Being a perſon of Honour, 
$$:© I doubr not bur you will make ic appear in your 
: actions, and that is, that you Rand to the promiſe 
$ «you made co the Lady Y:&oria, though it were 
x |: onely our of this conſideration, that it argues a 
; |< more generous nature to do thar willingly, which 
<< muſt otherwiſe unwillingly be done. The Lady 1s 
7 not ſo deſticuce of Friends as you haply imagine ; 
[© ſhe is nowat Madrid, come expreſly to recover 
2 her debr, which no doubt ſhe will ; and her cauſe 
2 being ſo juſt, *ris not likely the will want affiſtance. 
| [= © My advice is, that you endeavour to prevent the 
| |; © 11l repores which the buſineſs mult raiſe of yous 
: þ; © perform what you have promis'd, and ler not your 
| 
| 


} « Love to my Daughter blind you any further, for I 
7 © amreſolv'd ro ſhut her up in a Cloiſter, for the re- 


F © mainder of her Life, rather than the ſhall everbe 
| |; © your Wife. . 

| With chathe roſe up, and, without any comple- 
| ment, went into another room. Donna Brianda fol- 
7 low?d him, and the rwo Couſins, without {o much as 
7 a word exchang'd, went home, where Do» Aodr:g9 
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fell into bitter expoſtulations with his Couſin, for hizÞ 
engaging himſelf in ſo unworthy an aQion. D:;þ# 
Pedro had nothing to reply, but that he was aſtoniſh'iÞs 
how that promiſe came to be fien'd with his ona 
name, having made it onely under a ſuppoſititious. Þ4 

Leaving them in thar confuſion, making ſever! 
reſfleions on the adventure , let us return to th:Þ's 
feign'd Waiting-Wwoman, who was got back to DrFi. 
Jaan's, and had deliver'd Don Sancho's Letter tÞ# 
Domuna Briaida, She was infinitely ſatisfy'd withit,þ? 
as fearing he would not have been ſo ealily retriv{Þ7 
into her ſervice. Dona Brianda acquainted her, honſ ? 
rhat Dex Pedro and his Couſin had been there ; whitÞ 
had paſs'd between them and her Father ; and thattz|? 
had abſolurely diſmiſs?d them , it being diſcover'd, þ; 
that Doz Pedro had committed another impertinence,þ 
and had made a promiſe of Marriage to a Lady | 
Toledo, who was come expreſs ro Madrid, to of 
firuct his pretenſions to her. Donna Vifloriapreten-F 
ded the grexteſt aſtoniſhment in the world, and but Þ* 
forth into imprecarions againſt Dox Pedro. 

In rhe mean rime there came a meſſage to Di: Pt 
Brianda from a She-Coufin of hers, inviting ber to: Þ 
Comedy which was to be repreſented ar her Hou, F 
thac nizht, whereto ſhe ſenr Anſwer, that ſhe woul! F: 
come, Donna Vittoria hwing made (o ſucceſs F 
progreſs in her buſineſs, berhought her ſelf of an in- ÞÞ 
vention that ſhould bring ic to an abſolute perioc, Þ* 
for the had th2 management of all. She rold DoF? 
Brianda, that if ſhe pleas'd to wave her going ro tt? | 
Comedy ſhe might have a m2eting that night wit! 
Don Sancho, in a ſecure pace, to wit at her Fahe: 3 
houſe, where ſhe might do what ſhe pleas'd her ſelf. | 


The Lady haJ a great kindneſs for Do» Sancho, 914 Þ! 
Was By 
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was deſirous to prevent the reproaches he mighr make 
upon her former diſcarding. of him, and ſo the ac- 
cepted the proffer made by her Woman. She im- 
mediately ſent for Samilana, and gave him a Letter 
for Doz Sancho, whereby he was defir'd ro come that 
night at eight ro Dozna YV;iforta's houſe, He was 
ſent with another to Do# Pedro de Ribera, acquainr- 
ing him thit Dona Brianda, norwithRinding the in- 
dignation of her Father, and what ſhe her ſelf had 
ſaid, was reſolv*d ſecterly ro marry him, and defir'd 
ro meec him that nighry at a Houſe, whither rhe Bearer 
would bring him, and that he ſhould nor fail ro be 
there at nine. The two Cavaliers kindly receiv*d 
rheir Lecters, eſpecially Do Pedro, who being bur a 
little before diſmiſs'd, was re-call'd ro joyn hands 
wich Dozna Brianda, and imagir'd it done by the 1n= 
terceſſion of the Wairing-Genrlewoman, to whom 
he chought himſelf infinitely oblig?d, and the preſent 
he had made her well beſtow'd. The two Gallants 
fail'd nor to be there at the time appointed , and in 
the mean time Doxxa Brianda and har Woman took 


ſeem'd to be that of Saxtillana, where they Were rC- 
ceiv'd by Marcella, Vittoria's maid, who vent unde: 
che name of her Step-mother. While Dozza 5r1- 
anda was expeRting the arrival of Dox Sancho, the 
ſent Albert with a Letter to Doy Juan, Which con- 


rained theſe words. 
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Sir, } 
M: Lady Donna Brianda, 1iflead of g0tne 4 

to ſee the Comedy, whereto ſhe had ten || 
1ruited, is come to my Father's houſe, with a re. 
ſolution to be ſecretly married to Don Pedro, 
norwithftanding your prohibitions to the contran, | 
I concerU'd it my duty to grue you notice thered, | 
#t 1s your work to take what courſe you think fitu 
prevent it ;, for my part T have done what laym| 
me, aud 1 ſhall not need to fear any reproach fron | 
you, fone eTbave ſent you temely notice of ber 1n- | 
Ferition., 
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Donna Theodora. 


Santillava was diſpatch'd away with this Letter, 
and order'd not to deliver it cill half an hour after 
nine, which he did. In che mean time Do# Saucho 
fail'd nor to come, preciſely ar his crime, and was di- 
| rected to his Miſtreſs, who gave him ſuch farisfaion 
3s filenc'd all his complaints. Yiftoria left them 
together in a room, where ſhe lock'd them in, Not 
long afrer came Dos Pedro, according to the rime 
appointed him, and was receiv'd by YVi&oria, who 
 diſposd him into a room, withour light, alledying if 
concern'd him, that he were nor ſeen ; thar he 
ſhould forbear making any noiſe, and that it would 
not be long ere his Miſtreſs came to him. He pro- 
mis'd to obey her in all things, and Raid there ſo long 
as 
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1 as that YV:i&oria might ſhift her ſelf inco Cloaths 
{ ſuirable to her qualiry. That done, ſhe went into the 
{ room, and ſpeaking very low, it was no bard matter 
{for her to deceive Do# Pedro, and to make him be- 
1 lieve he was very much in his Miſtreſs's favour. 

'} Leaving theſe young people thus match'd let us 
[return to Don Juan, who receiv'd the Lerrer from 
1} the Daenna juſt as he was getting into bed, The old 
3 Gentleman was extreamly ſurpris'd therear, and 
4 going out of doors, atrended by 4bert, he went to 
3 che Commiſſary's houſe, which was hard by, The 
3} afflited Man acquainted him what poſture things 
+ werein ; whereupon the Commiſlary caking ſome 
> of his people about him, they went to Alberts houſe, 
|: where, after ſome knocking, they were ler, They 
* happily had a Lancern with them, and it did chem» 
} good ſervice, for they found the Houſe withour any - 
7 | bra They lighted a Torch, and went ito ſeveral 
/ rooms, in one whereof finding Do» Sancho and 
': Doywna Brianda, the Commiſſary ask'd rhem whar 
| they did there? Dox Sancho told him he was there 
7 with his Wife, which was confirm'd by Doyna Bri- 
! anda. Don Fuan would have run him through ; bur 
7} the Commiſſary relling him ſhe was nor wich the 
A perſon he pg  thar that Gentleman was Dor 
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7 Sancho de Leyba, a perſon of great qualicy and well 
[* known abour the Courr , Dor Tuan could do no leſs 
7 than approve of their Marriage, though 'ewere onely 
2 our of a ſatisfaQion, that ſhe was nor fallen into the 
| hands of Dox Pedro, whom be hared excreamly, for 


7 the range pranks he hid plaid. = 
' They went thence into another room, which chey 
s found lock'd, and chereupon threarning to break qFn 


the door, Dor Pedro open'd it within, and con 
| clling 
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relling them he was there with Dozra Briards i 
wife, and that ir was with her conſent, he was conf 
into that houſe ro marry her. Upon that diſcourÞ 
Doxna V iftoria came out of the room and ſaid tohinÞ 
« You are deceiv'd, ſweet Seienor Doz Pedro, 1 | 
« not the woman you think me, bur Donna Yi 
&« de Sylva, who expeRs from you the reparation: 
« her honour ; the recovery whereof oblie'd me:Þ 
« enter into the ſervice of Dona Brianda,ſervine tet 
< inthe quality of a Waicing-woman. Do» Juan d:1Þ; 
Cerdalooking on her a little more attentively hut 
he had done, knew her, as alſo did che fair LiF 
Donna Brianda. Both of them reflecting on the diÞ} 
ouiſes ſhe had run through to retrive her Honour, wþ3 
ry ſeriouſly commended her courage and con!tÞ3 
vances, and as much blamed Doz Pedro, who fincinÞ 
himſelf convinc'd, and condemn'd of all, raut':ft 
.once more rhe promiſe he had made her. Doz Sar 
and his Miſtreſs were enſur'd one to the otke:, nÞ? 
the ſolemnity of their marriage ordered tobe eiÞ3 
days after. They prov'd both very happy in h:Fz 
wives, of whom they had many children, who we:þ! 
che comfort and feliciry of their Parents. Bur part? 
cularly for Do# Pedro, - when he refleed on iÞ7 
ſtrange adventures whereby Donna Vittoria engi2c [3 
him to his duty, he look®d on all as ſo many exrra 
dinary demonſtrations of her affe&tion, rowards bin þ4 
which occaſion'd his to be multipli'd towards her, b:*Þ 
ſides the kindneſs he had for her upon the accoun: Pf 
her ingenuity. For wit in a Woman 1s a great @n-Þ? 
flamer of Love, eſpecially that Woman's wic wiic'f! 
1s ever beſt ara dead lifr, [2 
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The Treumphs of Female Subtilty, 283 
Maids were extremely pleas'd 
Li: h this Novel of Do» aimo's; that eloquence 
which was ſo natural in him, added as ſo many pre- 
cious grains to the perfet merall of his other excel- 
lent qualities, rendred him of ſo good weight in her 


eſteem, that ſhe could no longer forbear expreſſingir 


FJ in her words and ations. On the other ſide, rhe Cal- 


lant, finding her ſo craQable, reſolv'd ro deſiſt from 
the intention he had co rob her, and wiſh'd for 2 
handſome opportunity to acquaint her therewith, 


| which ſoon happened, For Rsfiza perſuading her ſelf 


that Don Faimo was the ſame perſon he had deſcrib'd 
himſelf in his relation, told him, thar ſhe had ſome 
intentions, before her Father were return'd from . 
Madrid, to leave the houſe ſhe was in, to carry alons 
with her all the be{t houſhold-ſtuff, and ro go with 
him into YValeatia, ſince he was ſo powerful in thoſe 
parts, and deſcended from fo i[luſt:ions a Family, and 
thac her Father would nor be dis-ſatish*d with her 
marriage, when he ſhould come ro hear of it. 
The diſeuis'd Cavalier was forc*'d, upon this 0cca- 
ſion, to diſcover how it hid been reſolv'd rhat he-— 
ſhould trapan h2r, and nor defirous ſhe ſhould conti- 
nue any longer tonorant ofthe impoſture, © My deir 
« heart, {ard he to her, having experienc'd the kind- 
cc neſs and affection wherewith you hive been ples d 
<« to honour me, I were the moſt ingrateful perion 
<« inthe world, if I ſhould keep you in darkneſs any 
« longer. No, I will make an abſolute and full dit- 
« covery of my ſelf ro you, and tell you ſuch things as 
« hive hirherco not ſo much as entred your 1mag1- 
<« gation; and certainly I were nor pardonadle, 1f the 
« fincere affeRion I bear you did not ſomewhat alle- 
« yiace my crime. I do not fay it conſiſts in my lov- 


CC ing 
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< ing of you, for it 1s1mpoſſible, that thoſe who have [ 

© once a fight of your divine beaury ſhould noc low Þ 

<< you : LIhaye ſeen it, and, ſubdu'd by your charms, þ 

« 2m become a captive therero, my liberty and all 

- Erhe powers and faculties of my ſoul being abſcinrelj 
« ar your diſpoſal. *Tis a Viory, Madam, which 

<« you mighe eaſily obtain over hearts much more re- Þ 

<« bellious againſt Love than mine is, which became | 

<« your ſlave, upon che firſt fight of choſe rwo Suns; | 

© and this is a cruth I ſhall never recanc while I live, 

<« The meaning of this Preamble is, to induce yo | 
«ropardon me the offence I have committed againk | 

&« you. I now ihgeniouſly acknowledge, that I am nor 

<« the perſon I deſcrib'd in the account you oblio'd 

<« me to give mt of my extraction, though ir be cru 

© T was born in Ya/entia; but one meanly deſcended, 

< yet of people of good repute, My Father got his 

— Civelihood by the labour of his hands, and che ſweat 
&« of his brows, being by profeſſion a Rope-maker, 
«Me-choughr I had ſome apprehenſions above my 
condition; and therefore unwilling to fall to my Fi- 

<« cher's laborious trade, I went into Caſtee/, having 

<« before been in Andaluſia, and I made thoſe ad- 

<« vantages of my Travel and the converſation I me! 
«with, and improv'd the natural Talent I had (0 
«well, thac I never wanted eicher friends or mony. 
«Icame to this City in the company of a man na- 

« med Criſpy, who had been a priſoner ſome cime at Þ- 

© Malaga, for ſome crime he would by no means |: 

* acknowledge to me. * The perſon hath oblig'd me, |* 

<< having born my charges all the way ; nay more, | 

© he harhlent me mony, out of a confidence of che 

* reality I had to ſ-rve him, in the ſecret crade we 
*drovetogether. He declar*d his mind co me Pay 

(04 ays 
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1} <« day, and advis'd me, by ſome prerence or other, co 
{<<ger into your houſe, for he knew you had good 
7 « tore of mony, and was defirous co disburthen you 


and Wine make people talk more than they ſhould. 


Taimo 


* 


LA PICARA, or 


Faimo was glad chit Rufina wasno better deſcended ſo 
chan himſelf: chat equality of condition not onely o. 1 
cafion'd a grearer kindneſs, bur begar rhovghrs offs 


match, between them. They reſolv'd ro leave T ole 


and to take up their habication at Madrid; bur Ruff 


+ 


.—* 
3&6 
DS n 
0 


rold him, ſhe would firſt be reveng*d of Criſpin, wine: 


incended co ſerye her ſuch a baſe trick. Jamo under 


cook ir, relling her, that under prerence of cheir ac-|W 


quaintance and friendſhip, he might eafily bring binÞ8 
into the nooſe, and not onely lexve him mony-leſs,buÞ? 
alſo find him a good ſecure lodging, leſt he ſhould at? 


rempt to revenge himſelf. 


With this reſolurion, leaving 


Criſpin, whom he found art his lodging, not expeRins | 
ro faveſcen him ſo ſoon. He was over-joy*d tohex Þ* 


o Rufina's he went &þ1 


how his Companion had infinuated himſelf into Rn FJF 


fina's favout, whereupon che orher relling him, that to Þ* 
make ſure work of her, he wanred a ſumme of mony, Þ3 
as well for expence,as to gain rhe Servants, the Ape PF 
ſtare Hermire anſwered he ſhould nor want ir. Dy Þ} 


this means Ja: thought to oblige him to a greate! P21 


confidence of him, hejohtning the intended cheit Þ4 


with a thouſand oaths of an inviolable Friendihiy. 


Thus was that old experienc'd Turn-key of villany Þ?* 
brought into a Fool's paradiſe; for, rhat Jarmo migit Þ+ 


live ſutably rothe relation hethad made of himſelf, ie 
exve him a hundred pieces in gold, to be diſpos'd of 
as he pleas'd, hoping to have them return'd, attended 
with (1x times as many. He rook them out of a 532 


Where were five or fix hundred more, ſome part 0 


His former archievments, Jaime obſery*] the place. 
where he pur up that treaſure, and ſwore to himſel!, 
that he would nor ſleep hearrily rill he had alcer'd re 


property of that bag. While Criſpin was gone Our 
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(Fo give the Hoſteſs order for a brace of Partridges and 
-{þ Raber for his, and'his Camerade's ſupper, he went 
$20 the port-manten, wherein che mony was gariſon'd, 
nd opening the chain ( a thing he could do as clea- 
ugyerly as any of his profeſſion ) rook out the bao, and 
0 diſpos'd itinroa place, whence he might eafily r= 
'- | move it at his deparcure, They ſupp'd very mercily, 
-FWwhich ended, Jamo tooke leave of Cr1ſpryy putring 
nm over head and ears in hope, that he would bring 
| 1s deſign co a period. 

. i; He went ſtraiohr cO Rufina's, who it may well be 
:preſum'd, receiv'd him very kindly. He gave her an 
account what had paſs'd berween him and Cr:ſp:,and 
;how he had wich his own mony promored che defign 


I TBE 


NAS 


ah fa 
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. |; her the goodly pieces, for ſhe had a grearaffeRion to 
:mony of that colour. Jaimo repreſented ro her, how 
much it concern'd them to leave Toledo, before Cr:- 
+ ſp:z ſhould rake notice of the loſs of his mony. Rnfina 
3rold him, that ſhe knew an expedient for char, which 


2 was, to ſerve Criſpin ſuch a trick ar T oledo,as ſhe had 
;done at Malaga. Having thereupon writ a large 
{Letrer cothe Magiſtrate, whoſe province it 15 to per- 
[ſecure ſuch people, they ſer rhings in order for their 
; deparrure, and mer with rwo Wagons, then going for 


X 
BF 
& 


- Madrid, wherein they put their goods, raking onely 
{the She-fſlave ro wair on them. They went to the 
Court, where, as in a Sea, ſo many Rivers meer, 
7 having reſolv*d char Rafina ſhould nor appeangtill they 
had ſome news of Garay. j 

' . Leaving them there, ſet us ſee what was the effeRt 
} of the Letter ſent tothe Proveſt. As ſoon as he had 
? read jt, he went, according to the direRions therein 
E receiv*d,atrended by ſome of his Officers,to C rrſprs's 


lodging, 


he had co chouſe him. Being alone with her,he ſhew'd 


2$$ L A PICARA, or 
lodging, who, impatiently expeRings, that Fain 
ſhoufd make his way into R ufinc's houſe, and 2 
t him into poſleſſion of all her mony, was taken i 
is chamber, and chence conduRted to priſon, Ne 
| long before, one of the Judges of Malaga, had berffi 
at 7 oleds, to look for him, and not finding him, hf 
tefr with the Provoſt ſome obſervations on his Phy 
fognomy, by which, chough rhe habir he then wasuſ 
diſguiz'd him very much, ic was more then preſuml 
that he was the perſon. They ſeiz'd on what he ti 
in the houſe, among which he chought che Gold 
which 7a: had eas'd him of, had been, for he knenſſ 
noching of its departure, which happend well fo: 
the two Lovers, who were already diſlodo'd. Tit 
iflue of his impriſonment, was, thar, being put toti'Þt 
Torcure, he could nor keep his own counſel, and kt 
Was ſentenc'd to receive the reward of his confeſſ10ns Þ 
Hanging. 'Twas Heaven's kindneſs cowards him, tit 4 
he ſhould end his days with ſome remorſe for his fins Þ} 
_ for though char be the ordinary ex:t of ſuch as eng% þ? 
. . themſelves in char waned kind of life, yet #*}2 
there many of chem whoſe guilty ſouls, are, by (watt Þ} 
and piſtol, diſparch'd inro the other world, wichot 
the. leaſt a& of contrition. This was the end of po" þ: 
Criſpin, who made a publick acknowled2ment of al? 
the robberies and- villanies he had commitred, whil Þ 
he was a Hermit, to the great edification of the p20 
le, He was alſo obſerv'd to have chis generofiry, UM P} 
e named not any perſon who had been engag'd will þ 
- him in his defigns ; naythough he knew, the preſent | 
misforrune had been procur'd him by his Friend 7: 
22, yer he Chriftianly forgave him and all che world}: 
at his death, / 2 


In tht mean time Rufina and Jaime were married : 
| a 4 
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25 ſoon as they came co Madrid, bur kept our of 
cy Garay's tight. He went ſoon after to- Alcala, where 
e had been told his ,Wife was, but finding her not, 

he firuck in wich ſome of his own Profeſſion, and the 
reſulr was, thac being ſurpris'd in a Robbery, they 
hRIvere all condemn'd co che laſh, and fix years recrea- 
tion in che Galleys. He was brought co the chain ar 


Wa - 
044 oleds, Which eas'd his mind alittle, for, thinkins 
Sink . a : 7 
na Refine had been chere fill, he wric a Letcer co her, 


'- - wn 
tybf defiring her, in regard ſhe had gorren all ſhe was 
3 worth by his co-operation and afliftance, thar ſhe 


old ; 
Fi ; would have compaſſion on him, and exempr him from 
#1 Thar penance, by. buying a Slave 1n his ſtead, a thing 
4 commonly pracis'd, The Beater enquires for R#- 


Tb 
the 4. | 
£1 bim, chac (he had lefr Toledo ; ſo that honeſt Garay, 

4 burthen'd with Iron, Years, .and Hardſhip, came ro 


. have char relation to ats Gatholick Majeſty, which he 
x [4 and many orhers, though chey juſtly deſery'd ir, lictle 
# [4 expected to be preferr'd ro. 2 

-( . On the contrary Doz Faimo liv'd like a Prince ar 
": Madrid, where he ſoon mer with ſome ot. his own 
(4 Confticution, a ſort of people, wiog like Foxes, 
7 never fare berrer than when they are moſt curſt. They 


of $5 © eng : . 
4 commitred ſome ſecrer -Robberies, with ſuch caution 


| Dow's 
: { and induſiry, charche Auchorsehereof could never be 
2? diſcover'd, whereby they.were ſo fleſh'd and encou- 


-F: f | : 
| rag'd, that they daily found our new defigns. There 


' was ſtarred up about this time ar Ladrid an excellenc 
Company of Players, brought rogerher by che CX- 
ceſſive charge and libecalicy of a Grandee of Sparny'a 
perſon of vaſt Wealth, . Whar his deſign Was 1n It, I 

know nots Werner i 
Particular diverciſement, or upon ſome other account 
Ll co 


_”— — — 
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za, where he had directed, bur che Neighbours cold 


herher he did ic our of charity, or for his | 


£3 
SY 
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to me unknown ; bur he made 1t his buſineſs to ſee it Þ - 
furniſh'd with all things requiſite.” He was defirow © 
thy might have the advantages of the Feaſt of che B, ſe 

Sacrament, at which time, the Players of the Ci}? 
may, during all che days of the Oftave, repreſent therÞ - 
Plays in the open Rtreets, where all are welcom:P? 
wichour paying s and this is done every year at Ma} 
drid, at the time of thar Feaſt, To effeQuate hisÞ# 
defign, he bought them ſome new Plays of the bettÞ] «+ 
Poets in Spar, whom he paid well, and pur upa 4 
ſome other pieces, for the accompliſhment of hit Þ? 
famous Company, So thar another Company, which! | 
was then at Madrid, being roo weak to ſtand}: 
competition with this, was forc'd to leave the City, Þ* 
and go to Toledo, where they had, from thar Imperil þ 
Ciry, the ordinary Salary for repreſenting the belt Þ: 
pieces they had, at the ſame Feaſt, This new Com- }: 
pany hag the whole Court to it ſelf , and th: fad F* 
Grandee gave them by way of advance four thouſand Þ 
Crowns, coprovide Cloaths ſuirable ro the Pieces | 
they intended to repreſent. This ſum of money wi | 
broughr into the Houſe of one of the Players, an in- 
gentous and underſtanding perſon , for whom the rel Þ 
had ſuch reſpe&, that all chings paſs'd chrough his | 
nands z he alſo rook care for all things,and gave a very Þ* 
faichful account thereof. He diſpos'd this money in- Þ 
co a great Chelt, whereof he always carried the Key F- 
abour him. Jaimo's company ſoon had an inkling of | 
r,and thinking it a noble prize to hook in that money. | 
th2y propos'd ſeveral ways to compaſs ir, bur at lalt Þ 
referr'd all their deliberations to Jams, whoſe advice 
they had, upon other occaſions, found the beſt. He 
defir'd rime to conſider till the next day. Thar nigi 
beſpent in communicating the buſineſs to his wy 
-; whom 
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{ * whom he acquainted wich the ſeveral propoſals of his 


! 'che bulineſs ſhould be effeRed. Jaimo had the repu« 
/ farioti of being able, ro do ſomewhat in Poetry, upon 
z pe they laid the Plor, and ic was approv'd by his 
Companions. 5 

** Thenexc day, Jain was clad like a Scholar newly 
come from the Univerſity, in a Caffock and long 
"Cloak very. bare, and ſpotred in many places. Thus 
Accoutred, he ſmelc as ſtrongly of the Poer as if he 
had fed on nothing bur Verſes from his Mother's 
milk. They ficted his Noſe with a good large pair of 


| SpeRacles, which were faſten'd ro his Ears with a 
 Lute-trins, a thing very common in Spar, and fur- 
 Niſh'd him wich a huge brozd-brimm'd Har ; 1n fine 
/ hehadall things requiſice, to a&t the part of a ridicu- 


lous and extravaganc Poer,, which was the way they 


| Tonceiv'd moſt likely to compaſs their deſign. 


He went thus to the Comedians, who were mec 


| fx their Theatre, and upon the rehearſal of a piece, 
: Which was tobe repreſented within three days. He 
; addreſs'd himſelf to the perſon who had the over- 


 Hoht of the Company , for he had enquir'd our his 
name, and coming to him with a grear many Con- 


| Sees, (after he had ask'd him how he did.) < Iama 


«« Poer, Sir, ſaid he ro hins, ſo you take it nor 1ll. 
The Comedian, as -we cold you, was a very appre- 
and often had co do with ſuch phan- 


ſuch as Ja! ſeem'd to be 


raſms of extravagant Men, 
ton. © Many years may you 


by that abrupt incroduct 
© be ſo, Sir repli'd be, aſſure your ſelf, 1t ſhall not 
& trouble me art all. The deſign of my tudies, ſays 


&« ;he other, was co become eminent in Divinity, Una 
7 { 1 mighc be capable of 


a 200d Benefice, in order 
U 3 «ro 


oy 
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& cowhich Thave already taken the degree of Barche. | 


&« [our of Divinity, in the Univerſity of Iyacha, with 
« the great applauſe of all my Councry-men ; 'for1 þ 
« ama Biſcayar, to ſerve God, and your illuſtrious 
« Company. I was born at the Town of Ordug, | 
« 1nd I have the advantage to be alli'd to the mat | 
<« honourable families of. chat ancient place. I mn 
«© known by the name of the Batchelour Dominua| 
&© Toanche, and my fame is great in my own Country, | 
& which I rold you is Brſcay, There ic was (n« |: 
© ſlichting the Talent, which it hath pleas'd Heaven | 
© rogive me gratzs, by caufing me to be born a Poet) | 
* that 1 addicted my ſelf to the ſtudy of Poetry, | 
< wherein I have been wonderfully fortunate ; and | 
© finding that all people admir'd my works, and | 
* many were importunate with me topubliſh them, 1 | 
© would needs make atrial what kind of fancy 1 
© might have in the writing of Plays. Thoſe I have |: 


*© made are not ſuch as are now in Vogue, written by 


" ſome Novice Poets as I may call them; No 1 | 
. thank Afercxry andthe uſes, mine are of a kind | 
of extraordinary iſe, and I can furniſh you withz | 


. dozen ar leaſt ready for the Stage. I am comero 
* this Courr, where there are excellent Wits , and 


© have had the honour to be eſteem'd here according |. 


© to my worth, and I may withour vaniry affirm it, 
*© that the moſt humorous Judgements have acknow- 


© [edg'd that my perfeRions are more than ordinary. | 


© Bur I think it my greateſt happineſs, Sir, that ! 
© flouriſh in the ſame Age with ſo noble and illu- 
** firions a Company, which may be called the Flower 
** of all choſe that ever were in Spaz,,in whoſe ſervice 
*© 1 would employ the Talent God hath beſtow'd on 


<< me, if your ſelf, and che reſt of your honourable | 


« Com- 
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| © Company be ſopleas'd. Whar number of Plays £ 
© haye promjs'd you, all of my own Writing, yo! 
| © need bur call for.” As ro the price, youare ſo rea” 
| © ſonable, that we ſhall nor diſagree : Be pleas'd, Sir» 
/*©.to honour me ſo far, as ro make me acquainted with 
;}< the reſt of your Company, that chey may gjve me 
[; heir ſence, asto whar I propoſe. 

; This Comedian was of an humour much different 
from many others of chat Qualicy, who, when a Poer, 
whom they know nor, comes to preſent chem with a 
» Comedy,flight him ſo far as that chey will nor ſo much 


| a$ give him audience, as if char Divine Power, which 

' hatch inſpir'd thoſe chat are in Vogue, had confin'd his 
Lifts torbem, and had nothing left ro beftow on 0- 
| thers. Bur this Comedian, I ſay, was of a very jovial 


| and pleaſant humour,and was glad of any ſuch occafion 


ro divert himſelf. So thar meaſuring the infide of the 
' perfon by his our-ſide and diſcourſe, he told him, thac 
: he did them a tranſcendent honour, and that he gave 
him chanks in the name of che whole company. Then 
: turning about ro his Companions, © Gentlemen, 
«© (4; hetothem, be pleas'd to take notice of tne re- 
' © nowned Batchelor Pominico Joancho, a Nobleman 
: © of Biſcay and moſt excellent Poer, whoſe produ- 
 «« Ajons for the Theatre are beyond all admiration, 


; « 2nd who proffers to exhauſt his precious vein for | 


" &« gur's,having already finiſh'd at leaſt a dozen pieces, 


' medians, by the diſc 
. the ill equipage, and 


| treamly engag'd rohim, 
after another, a very c1v 


F 
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- diſcover'd,rhat he and his wits were 2t'2. 
- which oblig'd them to prerend, that 


and ſo they all gave him, one 
il ſalure, which he very un- 


u 2 


| «© which he hath a defire to ſhew us. The other Co- 
onrſe of their Camerade, and by 


worſe looks of the perſon, eafily 
lictle diſtance, 


they Were Cx- 


hand 
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handſomely return'd. He who had fir ſpoken, t | 
him, ask'd him, whether he would have the patience 
rill chey had done rehearfing,which woulg nor be lono, 
in regard they had gone over it thres of four times be iÞ 
fore, and had now bur ſame particular Scents ro look 
over, and.chen chey.would ſee. ſome of his Pieces, if 

Y ro communicate them s which he lÞ 
promis'd rodo. He rook a chair 4nd fate very quietly | 
ill che Rehearſal was over, Bychac time they hal þ 
made an end, ir was ſo near night, that they could no; 
well do any thing without candles. They call'd for. þ 
ſome, and firing all about him, they defir'd him. 
readthe titles of the twelve Comedies, which be ſaid | 
were ready for the Stage. The counterfeic Auchoi, | 
who acted his part. very pleaſancly, took a Paper ou 


he would be pleas? 


of his. Pocker, and read to them, as followerh. . 


A Caralogue of Plays wriccen this pref enc years 
by rne Batchelour:-Donupico, Foanchoy 
2 Biſcayan Port, 


-- IT. The Exirauagant Infautas 
2. The Lacifer of Yepes, © 
. *.3- Gandayae.. - = 
4+ The Creation of the World, 
 _ .$. Noalt's Ark. . 
i re. I. 
7. Almonds fer ſuch ach exo Teeth. 
Ws The ſcorching SaAmmer, _ 


s 


..*, 9+. Bermeen two Stools the, <<=-=-= comes to.the | 


| Nerve | | HI TG + , 
;.» 19... The: Pilgrimage of St. James. 
12. The Ser gnoreſ's of Biſcay. | 


e Theſc, | 
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| * Theſe, ſays he, are the twelve Comedies I hive 
*already tiniſh'd: I would nor willingly have any of 
| © them repreſented before the laſt, becauſe the Ad- 
* Yerture is of my own Country, and it is a molt ex- 
| * cellent Comedy, the contrivances of ic are admir2- 
| © ble, and I need give you no further commendation 
| <of ir, chan char. ir hath coſt-me abundance of oil and 
| *rime, and thar I bir my nails above a hundred cimes 
.þ <at the writing of ir. 


The Comedians had mnch ado co keep their coun- 


| tenances, for they could hardly forbear laughing at 
| extravagant Titles of the Comedies, and with'd they 
| had had mare time ro enjoy the converſation of the 
| Biſcarn Poer. He who had ſpoken ro him firſt, giv- 
{ Ing him thanks in che name of the whole company 


KT am infinicely glad, Sir, ſaid he to him, that I have 


| © had the honour of coming ro the knowledge of you, 
| © from your own ſelf, for till now, I muſt, co my 
« ſhame, acknowledge, thac Ihad nor ſo muchas 
| © heard of your illuſtrious name : you will injure your 
| © (elf extremely, if you do not make'the Court of 
| ©© Sp@n ſenfible of your excellenr parts. I am there- 
' © fore to intreat you, inthe name of our whole Cam- 


<« pany,that you will be pleas'd ro honour us with that 


| © Piece of yours, which you canceive molt likely ro 
| EE rake, though we queſtion nor bur your repurarion 
| CCiceven beyond your own expretſions of ir, You 


«know the cuſtom of Poets, when they are firſt ro 
& appear on the 

« firſt Piece gratzs; for what we ſhall receive from 
& vou afterwards, you ſhall be ſacisfi'd according to 
«c qur 29reement, and ir is poſſible, chey may pleaſe 


& { well. that we ſhall a& onely yours, for one year 
«ar leaſt 3 and rather than we ſhall be a" 
Wi 


U 4 


Stage, which is, to preſent ir with che | 
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% with you, we ſhall nor tick to borrow mony, | 


*rhough ar ever ſogreat incereſt. 'Tis now late, and | 
© ſupper-time calls us away, which ended, we ſhall | 
*< have more leiſure codiſcourſe further, if you pleaſe Þ 
* rogive me and my Companions the meeting at my | 


5D 


ts P*Y PY - ". 


"- chamber. There we hope you will communicate to | 


*c us your thoughts of thar Comedy, which you ſhall 
*< be pleas'd to recommend tous. If you leave it to | 
*© mychoice, as it is fic you ſhould, rep!i'd be, the | 

'© Sergnoreſs of Biſcay ſhall be the firſt I will readto | 
* «you, for I have a confidence, by that, to raiſe my 


«ſelf into the reputation of a good Author, and to 


& acquirethe eſteem of this Courr. He who was the | 


Speaker of the Company, ſafd co him, © Will yoube | 


<« pleas'd, Sir, togive me a lictle ſarisfa&ion as rothe 
<« Title of chat Comedy ; you call it, The Sergnoreſs, 
« whereby me-thinks ic ſhould rather have been Th: 
<« Lady of Biſcay,that being a more ufuatcearm. You 
<* are very much 1n the right, replies the fergn'd Por; 
<« but I doit purpoſely, for the King enticles bimlel: 
< onely Seignor of Brfcay, and not Prince, Duke, 
<«« Earl, or Marqueſs: beſides I have another reaſon, 
« wy I do not call her Lady,but Seignoreſs, whichis, 
< that 1t rhimes with Prixceſs, and all other wordsct 


< the like termination. To this I may adde, that the | 


- < word is new, and you know the times are ſuch now, 
<< rhat all che world runs after Novelties, even to the 


** very loweſt ſort of people, who expreſsa certain dil- | 


*© ouſt cowards things comman and crivial, 


& Your reaſons are beyond all expeQation, rep/ies | 
the Commedian, and therefore I ſhall not trouble | 


0 you much with further demands. No trouble ar all, 
* [45s the counterfeit Peet, you oblige me, for thoug! 

cc pane - Wal 
you your {elf may be ſarisfi'd as co my hy: yer 
6 {ome 


The Triumphs of Female Subtilty; 297 


' Nome others here preſent may be glad of ſuch dire- 


« tons, as I onely am able to give them. Your moſt 
<« humble Servant, ſays the Comedian, then for their 
cc betrer information who you conceive may want it, 
«o1ve me leave totell you, that I am nor fatisfi'd ag 
«rorhe ticle of one of your Plays, T mean that which 
& you call Noah's Ark, I cannor'' imagine how you 
© can accommodate that Piece 'to the Theatre, nor 
<« who can be the ARors, for Iſee bur very few can 
& de brought ro ſpeak in ic, I muſt pardon your j9- 
* norance of my dehign, rep/res the Poet, for if you 
« knew it, you would admire che invention, which is 
« wholly new. I bring in as Acors in thar Piece all 
«© thoſe Creatures that are raughrt to ſpeak, as Parracs, 
« Mag-pies, Jays, Starlings, Daws, and others, a 
« rhing never ſeen before, and which, for us novelty, 
&© muſt needs be admitr®d. 6 
- They could hardly forbear laughing at his former 
diſcourſes, bur rhis humour was ſv pleaſanr, rhat it 
was impoſſible to hold, which oblig'd che Author co. 
ask them very ſeriouſly what they laugh'd at. © You 
&« ſee, Sit, ſays the Speaker, how likely this Novelty is: 
«to take with the people, ſince 1t makes us ſo merry, 
& gut of a conceit, thar we ſhall make a great advan- 
&« tage thereby. No doubt of it, ſays the Poet, Bur no 
<« more, of the citles of my other Pieces, ler us talk 
« onely of that which I would have repreſenced firti, 
< T ſhall hereafter, ar more leiſure, ſarisfie the diffi- 
& culties you have co propoſe concerning the other 
« titles, whereof I ſhall give you the explication. Ic 
« ſhall be ſo, ſaid he who had ſpoken to hins ; to which 
< purpoſe, we {hall defire your company at my houſe 
<< 2non after ſupper, where we ſhall all be ready ro 
&© entertain you. Whereupon he took his leave, Pro- 
miſing he would not fail co be with them, Hay- 
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and gave 


poſlible, out of the. lircle. wit he had. 
' His hour being come,he went to his houſe who hid 
Invited him, to read the Sergnoreſs, He who expe- 


Qed him had provided whar he thought requifiteto 


make ſport enough). that nighe for the whole Compa- 
ny. The chief Comedian, ſeeing they were all mer, 
rold them that the Room was too narrow for the 
whole Company, and chat they were better to ap- 
poine their meeting ar the Theatre, where they ſhould 
nor be difturb'd. The feign'd Poet was glad to hear 
the propoſition, and: ſeconded it, inaſmuch as, the 
coaft being cleary'- his Camerades might the more ec:- 
fly diſparch cheir buſineſs, Ir happen'd according to 
his wiſhes, for-the Miſtreſs of the houſe, who had 
heard her husband and others of the Company alk of 
rhe extravagant Poet, and how they intended co ſerve 
* himi;would needs fee the ſport, and leftic might be 
lace ere they return'd home, ſhe cook all the ſervants, 
both men and maids; alang with her ; ſorhar the Gar- 
nſon was clearly diſmantled. They brought the Poer 
co the Theatre with a great deal of ceremony, and 
plac'd kim -ar the end of a Table, on which there 
were two candles. Having taken the Comedy out of 
ts pocker, and the Company filently expeRing, after 


cwWo 


__ made this progreſs in his bufineſs, he wen | 
is Camerades an account thereof, and ap. | 
pointed them to wait about his houſe where the mo- |. 
ny was, He undercook to keep the Company in play, | 
while they ſhould do their work, which they would | 
not be long about, having all the implemencs re- | 
quifire for men of their-profeſſion. The Comedians, | 
on the other fide, prepar'd all things co ſhew him ſuch | 
a trick, as his extravagance deſerv'd, getting ſome | 
ſquibs and crackers made, to frighten him, it *cwere | 


The Trimnpbs of Female Subtilty, 299 
ewo of three grave Hems, he began to read thus, 

EL. ..  Tu8 
SEIGNORESS OF BISCAT, 


New Gomey, *: 
Written by Dominico Joancho, Batchelor of Divi- 
mty, born at Ordugna in tha Sergnory of Biſcay. 
The Adors Names. 


Don Ocx oa, A young Cavalier. 
Don GARN1C A, A young Cavalier. , . 
GoZzENntGo, Tem-Ladle,the Fool inthe Play, 


PY 


&«& Hold a little, 1 pray, Sir, ſays the principal Con 
« median, Why do you give che Fool Wo names, 
«would: not one ſerve ? No, Sir, ſays the Poet"; far 


$ che former is his name, -as tie isa- Chriſtian, - or his 


« Chriſtian name, and the -orher he hath in felarion to 


& rhe part hea&s. For as the Ladle ſtirs rhe mear 
& which is in the Por, ſo he is the perſon which cum- 
&« bes, and turns wpſide down the ſeveral parts. of the 
& Plor, and ſhuffieg all che conrrivances and'intrigues 
<« of the Cotnedy. You ſhall find nothing but Tcan 
« oive youa very good reaſon for it, and rherefore 
you may ſpare your ſelf rhe crouble of raifing any 
« further objeions. Excellent ! Iam ſatish'd, Sits 


&« (ays the other, pray go On. 


GRACE GELINDA,, Sergnoreſs of Biſcay, a 
name very pertinent to ſignifie the Graces thatare 


in her, FO 
| GARIBAYA 
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- now = C Her Waiting-woman, 
” TL'orxvovy, an old Gentleman-Uſher he- 
longing to the Sergaoreſs, 1 
 ARANELBIA, Steward tothe Sergnoreſs. 
A SMITH $ FokGE., | 
« Your patience, a little, Sir, ſays the principal 
« Comedian 1s that Forge to ſpeak any thing in the 
<« Play ? No, Sir, far the Poet ; but there is a neceſbty 
&« of it in-this Piece, Jn regard there is frequent men- 
© tion made of ir, as being the moſt conſiderable re- 
« venue of our Countzy,-that 1s, of her Highneſs the 
« Seignoreſs, Very well, very well, replies the other; 
<« bur however pur it not among the Actors. That's 
© eafily mended, ſays the Lachoto, | 
_* Jrem, TuiRTEEN VESSELS, belonoineto 
the Sergnoreſs. Cee 
« How Thirteen! ſays the Comedian,. can they not 
*© be reduc'd to lefler number? No, Sir, ſays the Port, 
** becauſe they repreſent. Thirteen of the moſt emi- 
* nent Families of Biſcay, and every one, in th: 
** name of its whole Houſe, hath a Voice in the Ge- 
«© neral Aſſembly, ro: conſent to che marriage of the 
« Sergnoreſs ; and if rhere were any one Wanting, 
© *cwould argue a certain concempr of an illuſtrious 
Fr Fanuly....Lam very pun&ual and .exaR, as ro what 
* Concerns. the Hiſtory. of Biſcay, and Iwould not 
. Miſs an arome of-ir. Bur ic will be hard for usro 
repreſent it,. ſays the Comedian, for weare not ſo 
many Actors in our whole Company. Take ſome 
at hire out of ſome other, replzes the Poet, for upon 
. ſuch anaccompr as rhis 15 you muſt ſpare for no 
- coſt. Have you any mote AQors, ſays the Comedian? 
Yes, replies the Poet, 
2 2 SEVEN 


CC 
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SEVEN YOVNG Mas, between 15 and 

20 years of age, Who dance a Ball, before pheir 
Mittreſs, at her enrrance into Biſcay. : 

«© Well, Sir, /ays the Comedian, I have ſeed: many 
< Comedies in my time, but never any that had ſuch 
* extraordinary particulars as yours, How do you 
*© imagine I ſhould find ſeven young Maids, eſpeci- 
**ally ſonear che Courr 2 Sit, ſays the Poet, no pro- 
© fir comes in without charge ; bur you need nor be 
** ſo ſcrupulous, they will not be ſearch'd, to rry,whe= 
© cher they really be ſuch or not, though *'twere more 
*© convenient they ſhould. Nay chere is yet another 
© expedient, which 1s,to have them in PerſpeRive,or 
*<1n Scenes, and artificially mov'd co dance the Ball ; 
©« but to do well, they ſhould be alive. There you 
& pive us ſome comfort, ſays the Comedian, for we 
© may make up that number ont of our Company, if 


* choſe will ſerve who appear nor ypon the Stage : 


& but I ſhall not undertake they will be ſuch as you 
© yyould have chem. Now, Sir, 1f you pleaſe, let's 
« have a little of your way in carryingon the defign 


<« of this Piece. | 
- E£Tnthe firſt Scene, ſaid he, comes out Don Ochoa, 
QSutor co the Seignoreſs, and Gozexego, Tom-Ladle, 
«his man, in country cloaths, wich each of chem a 
< 000d thick riding hood, or Capouche, and an In- 
« Jjan Umbrello. How, ſays the Comedian, what 
« need is there of the Paraſol, or Umbrello, if they 
« have Capouches ? I ſee, ſays the Poet, you are nor 
« much acquainted with che remperature of che 


c& cljmare of Biſcay, In ſummer, Sir, there are ſuch 
& fyriousdeluges of waters, as if the sky were broken 


« gpiecess preſently afcer, rhere comes ſuch a 


| —_— An” 
© ſcorching Sun, as will ſer a man's brains a boiling 
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* hig head, I cannot diſprove you, (ays the Comedian, | 
* Pray go on. | 23 
He chen began co fead the verſes, bur after ſucha | 
ridiculous and extravagant marmer, that when he had Þ 
one over about an hnndted of chem, the Players per. | 
ceiving char the Piece contarn*d many ſheets, cloſe | 
wriccen, and tir'd with the imperrinence of wha | 
they had already heard, and wichall chart they hid | 
ſpent moſt parr of the night ſo trivially, interrupred Þ 
the Recicer wich a kind of 2 buzzing thioiſe. That was | 
the Cue whicty the feien'd Batchelor expected, ye | 
ſeeming to be angry at, he clapp'd borh handson | 
the Table with ſuch violence, thar he ſhook the two | 
Candleſticks, and cri'd out with a loud voice, T acete, Þ 
T atete. Bur the Players and others that were preſent, | 
not underſtanding the'Larine , the noiſe increas'd, | 
rhe cable was over=rurn'd, and the Candles were put |. 
out, and then all retiring from him, they ſer fire ro | 
rhe train they had laid for the poor Poer. He found | 
himſelf encompaſsd by a number of ſquibs and 
crackers, and long bags full of ſand like ſnakes, all 
open boſtiliry againt him. He was-in a very {ad | 
pickle, for there was nothing bur confuſion on tht 
Theatre, beſides the Aames of roſin which came up | 
from beneach the Stage; and were ready ro chok: 
him, inſomuch chat ro cure him of all future rhoughts | 
of Poetry, there needed onely a gentle roffing in 2 | 
blanket, He ſeem'd rotake ir very unkindly, thathe | 
had been broughc thither, to receive ſuch an affront, | 
tor beſides che danger his tinder Cloak and Cafſock } 
had been in of a general conflagration, he loſt the | 
Comedy, than whichthere conld nor 4 oreater loſs | 
happen to him. The Epilogue of the Piece was, thit | 
Jaims's companions, while the Company was this | 
| entertain 


Fi 
® 7 


The nexr day, the Comedian going to take up 


| certain ſtuffs for cloaths, was not a little aſtoniſh'd to 
| find the cheſt open, and the mony fled. He was for a 
+ while ar ſuch a loſs, that he knew not where he was, 
| Ar laſt, he asked nis wife who had been in the 
| houſe? whereto ſhe could give him no account art all. 


'@; 


He ſent people to abroad to ſearch, and acquainted 


| the Magiſtrate with what had happen'd. The neareſt 


ſtreets to the houſe were viſited, but to no purpoſe. 
The poor Comedian went to relate ts misfortune to 
rhe Grandee, of whom he had recetv'd that preſent. 
Bur he thinking it a chear of the Comedians, would 
not believe him. He fell fick our of pure diſconcent, 
and kepr his bed, and then began to doubr 1t was a 
rrick put upon him by that feign'd Poer, for whom 
he immediately caus'd a ſearch ro be made ; bur he 
could never be found, for he and his Companions had 
taken a courſe for that, Theſe chings being repre- 

ſented to the Lord, who had beftow'd the mony on 

them, he was ſo generous as to ſupply chem with the 


like ſum. | 
In the mean time, the Officers were till upon 


dury, to ſee, whether, ſearching for the Poer, they 


| ſhould meer with che Author of che Robbery. The 
” indiſpos'd Comedian recover'd upon the ſighe of the 


Mony's 


—/ 
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entertain'd at the Theacre, had found a way into che 
Comedian's houſe, and plaid the Ferrers in all the 
| rooms, and examin'd che cheſts and trunks that Rood 
| mtheir way, inone whereof they found the mony 
| they look'd for, which they cleaverly carried to 
| Jaimo's houſe, where it was very fairly divided ; and 
| inregard Ja:mo's wife had been the invencreſs of the 
| Plor, ſhe had an equal ſhare wichchoſe who had been 
- emplai'd in the execution of ir. 


; oo % py 
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Mony's teturn into.che chelt. Farmo and his Compa- 
 nions had a conſulcation how. chey mighc crapan.the 
Comedian of that recrute,but when it was propos'd to 
Refina, who had. always a voice in the.. Conclave, 
"**was immediately quaſh'd, and ſhe prevail'd with 
her Husband to leave fagrid, ſince they had mony 
enough -co retire elſe-where, and drive ſome trade 
therewith, 7J:220 rook her advice, .and ſo leaving 
Madrid, they went into Arragoy, and planted them- 
ſelves ar Saragoſſa, the Merropolis. of that King- 
dom. They took a Houſe, and kepr a Silk-ſhop, 
fpending ſome time in tharemployment. Whar de- 
ſigns they were engae'd in during their abode their, 
and upon what account they were forc'd to remove 
thence (hall be the ſubje& of a Second Parc of this 
work ; wherein the Reader ſhall find Rfina, im- 
prov*d in ſubtilcy by experience,contriving and com- 
paſſing chears much more pleaſanc and more.1nge- 
nous, than any ſhe hath been hitherco concern'd in, 
Wich a little aſſiſtance from her Husband Do» Fain. 
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